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FORE^VORD 


The correspondence of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, published 
in ten volumes, covers a crucial period in India's history: I October 
1945 to 12 December 1950, three days before his death in 
Bombay. 

The letters and annexures consist of exchanges between Sardar 
Patel on the one hand and Lord 'Wavcll, Lord Mountbatten, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Rajcndra Prasad, G. Rajagopalachari, rulers 
of Princely States, Premiers of Congress Ministries and scores of 
Congressmen belonging to the party rank and file, on the other. 
These relate to various matters svhich arose in the domestic, m> 
temational, constitutional, administrative and economic spheres 
in this period and thus constitute valuable source material of his- 
tory. They ■were in the custody of Miss Manibcn Patel, the 
Sardar’s daughter, and svere deposited by her with the Navaji-van 
Trust in Ahmedabad after his death. 

The Trust arranged, under her direction and supervision, to 
have them typed in Ahmedabad and send the copies to me for 
editing and compilation. The volumes are thus based on authen- 
tic copies of the correspondence deposited wth the Trust, 

Explaining the time-lag in releasing the correspondence, Mani- 
ben said in a long talk she had wth me in New Delhi in late 
1970 that she had held it back until she svas certain that its pub- 
lication would not be harmful to the nation for which her father 
had laboured and suffered so much. The letters contain matter 
relating to affairs of State and party organisation whose untimely 
disclosure might have embarrassed the Government or the politi- 
cal leaders of the day. 

Since, however, some of the correspondence in the possession 
of other parties and relating to isolated events had been made 
public, she decided that the time had come to release the corres- 
pondence to give a balanced picture of the events to which they 
relate or of the Sardar’s -vie^vs. “I have been late,” she said, 
‘'but not too late.” 

The Navajivan Trust, she added, had agreed to publish 
the correspondence and thus made it possible for the people 
of India and the world outside to have access to this valuable 
material which thrxnvs new light on the momentous developments 
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of the period covered by these papers and the (mlculations made 
by the leading personalitis of the day in shaping the course ot 
history. 

The significa.nce of the correspondence lies in the light it sheds 
on the main characters on the Indian stage as the)'^ acted and react 
ed to the challenges of the time and to the problems posed by their 
differing approach and outlook. There is indeed hardly a nation 
or regional issue of consequence in contemporary history t e 
origin of which cannot be traced to the five crucial years. 

Vallabhbhai Patel emerges from the correspondence as a 
great organiser and consolidator of modem India. 0\-et 70 when 
he assumed ministerial office for the first time, he carried on his 
ailing shoulders the emshing burden of budding the political 
infrastructure of the nw India. Death prevented him fi*om comp- 
leting his task, but what he achieved in five short years endures. 

These volumes are the bones and sine\s^ of Indian history 
of a crucial period. To the scholar and researcher, they ofier a 
treasure of source material. To the politician, they should serve 
as a guide. To the citizen, the\^ pro\dde inspiration. 

Arrangements are in chronological order and not by topic- 
But the letters have been grouped thematically to retain interrelation 
of events and negotiations. Correspondence of a routine nature 
has been omitted and a few excisions have been made out of 
regard for the susceptibilities of the persons concerned. Such 
excisions are indicated by dots. 

\Vhere an extract or extracts from a letter are published, 
this is indicated by the word ^Extracts’ at the top of the letter. 
The omissions have been effected by the persons entrusted by 
^^niben Patel and the "Navajivan Trust ^rith selecting the mate- 
rial for publication. 


In several instances, letters, enclosures and other documents 
referred to in the published correspondence are not to be found 
m these volumes. It is hoped that future researchers will be 
able to fill these gaps. 


'•ardsticlc wbicb the Sardar applied to public life and to 
political and socio-economic issues svas forgotten or ignored by his 
with consequences which became apparent in the confused 

^ ^ the most 

^-olution of its polity. The stand tal:en by 

should 

suoulcl take have acquired a new relcs-ance. 



Each volume of the series contains an outline of the contents 
of the other nine volumes in the form of a summary of the main 
features. This should help researchers ascertain at a glance what the 
whole series contains. The details of arrangements for selection and 
presentation of the correspondence were explained in the Foreword 
to the first volume, and are not therefore recapitulated here. 
The feature “Focus on Sardar” giving the vie^vs of iianiben Patel 
and the “Chronology of Principal Events in Sardar’s Life** given 
in Volume I are retained in this volume and will be reproduced 
in succeeding volumes. 

2, Tolstoy Lane 
New Delhi-I 
15 February 1972 


Durga Das 
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CHRONOLOGY OF PRINCIPAL E\Ti;NTS IN 
SARDAR’S LIFE 

Bom on 31 October at Nadiad, Kaira district, Gujarat. 
Fourth son of Jhaverbhai Patel, a farmer of Karamsad in 
t e Same district, and Ladbai. Belonged to agricultural 
^te ^owm as Leuva Patidar. Schooling up to EngUsh 
third standard at Karamsad. 

English 4th and 5th standards at Petlad, a small tosm 
^en from Karamsad. Lived in a rented room %rith 

hlagculated from a high school in Nadiad, Kaira district, 

as a svhere he quickly made a name 

bat postpouM^di^rm b’^^S^nd to become a barrister, 
elder brother Vith^bhar die u-ishes of bis 

and svished to go first Looi ^ 

Be ve-as avm“ ^ brother’s i,4fe while 

a murder case in Boisad h t ^ death ivhile arguing 
ivas completed. In mite of ^ case until hearing 

tions, refused to mam/ agair^’^^"'^^ 

fc England. Admitted to ^fiddle Temple. 

in Equity. standing 

tmuted m ampu£?LX“^ 



doctor intervened and cured him through an operation 
'which he imdenvent wthout chloroform. 

1912 Took final examination after sixth term instead of usual 12. 
Stood first in first class, winning a prize of j^50 and exemption 
from two terms. Sailed for India the day after convocation. 

1913 Reached Bombay on 13 February. Refused post in Judi- 
cial Department as a lecturer in Government Law School, 
Bombay, and left for Ahmedabad, svhere he established 
himself as foremost criminal Ia^vyer. 

1915 Member, Gujarat Sabha, which was converted into Gujarat 
Provincial Congress Committee in 1919, 

1917 Elected member of Ahmedabad Municipal Board. Election 
challenged and set aside. Stood in a by-election and was 
returned unopposed, Mahatma Gandhi, president of the 
first Gujarat Provincial Conference, appointed an executive 
committee with Patel as secretary. Impressed by Gandhi’s 
leadership of the agitation against the British indigo planters 
of Ghamparan, Bihar. 

Conducted agitation against begar (forced labour for Gov- 
ernment purposes). Led agitation against the appointment 
of a British member of the Indian Civil Service as Munici- 
pal Commissioner and secured his removal. 

As Chairman of the Sanitary Committee of Ahmedabad, 
stayed on in city when most of the citizens went away during 
an epidemic of plague. Took a leading role in helping 
sufferers and enforcing precautionary measures. 

1918 Organised famine relief rvorks in Ahmedabad district. 

Represented textile mill labour svith Gandhi and Sbanfcar- 
lal Banker before a tribunal appointed to hear a dispute 
betrveen labour and millowners. 

Put up a temporary hospital in city with grant from Muni- 
cipal Board to Gujarat Sabha to combat severe influenza 
epidemic. Organised no-tax campaign in Kaira district 
along with Gandhi. During campaign Gandhi said he svas 
testing Patel, adding later that Patel had turned out to 
be “pure gold.” Chairman, Sanitary Committee and Public 
Works Committee of Ahmedabad hlunicipality. 

Helped Gandhi in recruitment drive for British Indian 
Army. They used to walk together for miles and cooked 
their ©"wn food. 



1919 Chairman, Managing Committee, Ahmedabad Municipal 
Board. 

Organised movement against Rovdatt Bills designed to 
strangle movement for self-rule. Led big demonstration 
march in Ahm edabad on 6 April and addressed public 
meeting against bills. Sold publicly Gandhi’s proscribed 
books. Hind Swaraj and Sar\'odaya, and published Sat^’a- 
graha Patrika in Gujarati without official declaration or 
permission. Government took no action. 

Helped local authorities restore peace and order after large- 
scale disturbances leading to martial law in Ahmedabad 
after arrest of Gandhi. 

Sensed \sith a shovz-cause notice for cancellation of his 
-a ^p^rmit to practise law) for participating in a pub- 
lic meeting advocating satyagraha. Case ended wdth a 
^vammg. Refused to pay fine imposed by Government as 
Art attached and auctioned for 


1920 


1921 


1922 



afid^X ;^^^cipal Board. Congress captured almost 
dhoti knrt^^ * A 'Western dress and adopted khadi 

WavW hTp chappals. Burnt all his foreign clothes. 

tra^tional pattern 'm Gujarat, 
Ahm'^dabad ^ of political workers of Gujarat in 

^ ^dopt a riolution 

^pportmg Gandhi-s cnal dkobedience movement, 
to session of Congress 

Rs. 1 milHon irem^SOO no? 

rat. Fulfilled tbesp -nr • party members in Guja- 

mied tbe.e promises within three months. 

of 36th session 

sat„nf:rr aSlhe'^'?=’=f ^or fisst ttae, delegates 

and basiaossiSi^o^e 

aIoas''sab2S/rit<?*^?' “? sms of land 
built at that time is still th^ ^ssion. LBe fountain 

Crovcmment of BrtmK 

pality after a sham Ahmedabad 2vlunici- 

arp tu^ie over supervision of municipal 
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schools. Organised schools under People’s Primary Edu- 
cation Board ^vith public contributions. Municipality 
suspended. Collected Rs. 1 million for Gujarat Vidyapith 
in a tour which took him up to Rangoon. 

1923 All-India Congress Committee deputed him to conduct satya- 
^aha at Nagpur in connection with British District Commis- 
sioner’s ban on flying national flag in cantonment area. 
Resisted Bombay Government’s levy of punitive tax on 
people of Borsad ivho were charged svith harbouring crimi- 
nals. Tax wthdrawn. Galled Suba of Borsad. 

1924 Ahmedabad Municipality reinstated. Fresh elections gave 
Congress Party a decisive maj'ority in enlarged Municipal 
Council. Elected President of municipality. 

1924- Passed a resolution giving notice to Ahmedabad Canton- 

1927 ment to pay water tax from 1920 at rate of eight annas. If 
tax was not paid, threatened to cut oS" water connection. 
Tax paid under protest. 

Introduced khadi uniform in municipality. Municipal 
Avork was conducted in Gujarati after he became Presi- 
dent. His scheme for supplying pure water passed. 
Completed drainage scheme during term as President, 
Collected all arrears of municipal tax not paid by high 
officials, some ^vell-to-do people and municipal councillors 
by cutting ^vatcr connections and attaching properties. 

1927 Unprecedented rainfall caused great damage and hardship 
throughout Gujarat. Saved Ahmedabad from floods by 
getting culverts breached. Organised relief measures for 
flood sufferers with public contributions. Promoted grow- 
more food and fodder campaigns and opened shops to sell 
high-quality gram, cereal and cotton seed for sowing at 
low cost to farmers. Received more than Rs. 10 million 
from Government earmarked for famine relief. A new 
party emerged in Ahmedabad Municipality. Clashed with 
it over appointment of chief officer. 

1928 Resigned presidency. Led peasant agitation in Bardoli 
taluka, Surat district, against increase in land revenue 
rates. Bombay Government punished farmers for non- 
payment by confiscating and auctioning land, crops and 
other propcrt>\ 
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As agitation continued xinabated, Government agreed to 
restore all unsold confiscated land, release satyagrahis, 
reinstate dismissed village officers and reduce land tax* 
Named Sardar of Bardoli and thereafter kno^ra as Sardar 
Patel. Presided over first local self-government conference 
in Surat. 


1929 Presided over Maharashtra Political Conference in Poona* 
Toured Maharashtra, mobilising public opinion against 
enhanced land taxes and untouchability. 

Presided over Kathiawar Political Conference at Morvi* 
Toured Madras Presidency at request of G. Rajagopala- 
c Presided over Tamil Nadu Political Conference at 
e aranyam. Reiterated support for Congress resolution 
ot domimon status at conference against supporters of 
complete independence. Also visited Karnatak and Bihar. 


At Calcutta session of Congress advocated support to all- 
party ^minittee headed by Motilal Nehru which recom- 
mended acceptance of dominion status as India’s political 
demand was granted tvithin Uvo years, 
from Congress President, moved a resolution 

SrSr? ' Patel and peasants of BardoH on 

as a bureaucracy. Nominated in September 

?ut^Sbif • r of Congress session at Lahore 

but ^ylthdrew in favour of Jawabarlal Nehru. 

'I''"' addressing a pubHe meeting at 
S^aSto ZJ ■ f G^indU annoSnc 

nirTcrs to ^ >«■ F"=«d'd 

Seatenccd to thrc? *°°d "'“V' 

Rs- 500 or three wceZtorfV ““d a fine of 
to pay fine and lodt,Pei • imprisonment. Refused 

j-!’ Abmedabad. 

stead of A class Reo ” p G class diet in- 

-Wted when Lir ^6 June. 

July and sentenced to^thrce Bombay on 31 

jail near Poona, On release Yeravda 

^•u-, for ivhich he was arrested Sent?^^^ 
imprisonment in the second we'ek of Scemb?r.“"' 

Prcfidc^ovcr'^^Sh Gandhi-Invin Pact. 

Gongres. session at Karachi in last 
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weic of March. Helped Gandhi in his discussions with 
Viceroy (Lord Irwin) in Simla in last week of August on 
Congress participation in First Round Table Conference 
in London. 

1932 Arrested at 4 a.m, on 4 January and taken by car to Yeravda 
and imprisoned with Gandhi there for 16 months. Mother 
died at Karamsad. 

1933 Transferred to Nasik jail on 1 August. Elder brother 
Vithalbhai died in Switzerland on 22 October, Rejected 
terms on which Government offered to release him on 
parole for t\vo days to perform funeral rites. 

1934 Developed serious nasal trouble in jail and released on 14 
July. Issued statement accepting Gandhi’s decision to leave 
Congress on 24 September. Congress decided at its annual 
session in Bombay in October to contest elections to 
Central Legislative Assembly. Undertook tour of many 
parts of country campaigning for party candidates. British 
Government allowed Jinnah to go to North-West Frontier. 
Sardar also sought and obtained permission to do so. But 
after going there was not allowed to visit Bannu district. 

1935 Organised relief work in Borsad taluka where plague had 
broken out in four successive summers. Organised relief 
for victims of Quetta earthquake from Bombay, where 
he was laid low with jaundice. 

Sir Roger Lumtey, Governor of Bombay, invited Sardar 
to a meeting and offered him premiership of Bombay 
Presidency, but added that land confiscated from farmers 
in BardoU and sold would not be returned to owners, 
Sardar replied: “I am not going to be premier and the 
land will be returned to the peasants.” 

President of Third Local Self-Government Conference at 
Broach. 

1936 Collected Rs. 49,000 for Harijan Fund in two days in 
February, Appointed Chairman of Congress Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee to select party candidates for provincial 
elections imder Government of India Act, 1935. Guided 
Congress Ministries after acceptance of office. 

1937 Involved in a controversy with K. F. Nariman, President 
of Bombay Pradesh Congress Committee, over selection of 
premier for Bombay Presidency. 
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1938 Involved in July in controversy on a constitutional issue 
wth Dr. N. B. KJiare, Prime Minister of Central Provinces. 
Khare accused Sardar of conspiring to oust him from office 
and resigned from Government and Congress, Efforts to 
impose central party discipline on provincial leaders earn- 
ed him title Dictator of India. Presided over Kathiawar 
Rajkiya Parishad. Narrowly escaped attempt to kill him. 
Visit to Mysore city resulted in Government of M}'Sore 
State agreeing to flying of Congress flag in its territory'. 
Flew to Rajkot on 24 December for talks vath Tliakore 
Saheb of Rajkot, \vho signed agreement on release of 
prisoners in Rajkot State and offered Sardar a portfolio in 
his Council of Ministers, 

1939 Subhas Chandra Bose defied Gandhi, Patel and otlacr mem- 
bers of \Vorking Committee and got elected President of 
Congress at Haripura session uncontested because Maulana 
Azad withdrew at last moment. 

Thakore Saheb of Rajkot broke agreement and satyagraha 
was rene^s’^ed in State early in the year. 

Bose’s resolution for mass civil disobedience defeated at 
Tripura session in February. Bose described Sardar as 
“shining light of the ruling clique” and resigned presi- 
dency. 

Working Committee appointed a %var sub-committee of 
three, including VaUabhbhai, in August. Warned pro\m- 
cial Congress organisations not to force a political crisis by 
hasty action. 

1940 Replied in a public speech at Ahmedabad in October to 
Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretary of State for the Dominions, who 
had asked in House of Commons whether India -was fit 
for independence, Sardar said: “If you lose the war, you 
'will have lost everything, and even if you 'win, you ’^vill 
have suffered so hea'vily that your victoiv^ wall be an empty 
one. At the end of the war, I declare no nation wjH remain 
subject to another. A great revolution is going to stveep 
the people everpvhere. "We shall see a new 'world emerge 
out of the fiery ordeal of this war.” Arrested under Defence 
of India Act on 18 November for participating in satya- 
graha launched by Gandhi to press Britain for firm commit- 
ment on Indian independence. Imprisoned in Sabarmati 
jail and later transferred to Yeravda. 
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1941 Released on 20 August from detention on ground of 
health. Condemned communal hilling in Ahmedabad at 
first public meeting after release. Treated for acute intesti> 
naj disorder. 

1942 Participated in talks ^vith Sir Stafford Gripps in New Delhi, 
Favoured acceptance of constitutional proposals put forward 
by Gripps provided they were modified to suit political 
conditions in India. 

1942 Supported Quit India resolution at AICC meeting in Bombay 
August on 8 August. Arrested at 4 a.m. on 9 August under 
Defence of India Act. Detained svithout trial at Ahmed- 
nagar fort with other Working Committee members. 

1945 Transferred to Ycravda. Recurrence of intestinal trouble. 
Released on 15 June. 

Went to Simla during political talks bctiv’ccn Viceroy (Lord 
Wavell) and Indian leaders. 

Entrusted wth organising Congress election campaign for 
Central and provincial legislatures. 

Secured G. V. Mavalankar’s election as Speaker of the 
Central Legislative Assembly in December. 

194G Issued call to Ministers in Congress Governments to -work 
for eradication of untouchability. 

Disapproved Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s proposal for mass con- 
version of members of Scheduled Castes to other religions. 

If they changed religion, they could not claim benefits as 
Harijans. 

Persuaded revolting men of Royal Indian Navy to call off 
agitation in February as “the da^vn of freedom is breaking 
and the sun will rise in a few months.” 

If political issues between Britain and India could not be 
solved satisfactorily, India would withdraw from Brett on 
Woods Conference, Sardar said in a statement in JMarch. 
Ciondem,n,ed suggestion that sterling balances should be scaled 
dotvn. “Sterling credit is the economic foundation of India 
and this country’s future progress largely depends upon it.” 
Opposed Jinnah’s demand for Pakistan, saying: “It is a 
monstrous thing that a man can claim a different nationa- 
lity because he changes his religion.” Hindus and Muslims 
were all basically Indians and thought as such. Congress 
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could not accept the theory of Pakistan, happen what may. 
The two-nation theory would ruin all. 

Declared in an exclusive interview with the political cor- 
respondent of Reuter that India would be prepared to refer 
major political issues to an international body for arbi- 
tration. Britain could not stay in India indefinitely. ‘‘Hand 
over power either to the Congress or to the Muslim League 
and go out of India,” he said. 

Advised withdrawal of trial of leaders of Indian National 
Army in Delhi, 

Pleaded for fuller freedom to legislatures in Princely States 
and to Praja Mandals to select representatives to Constituent 
Assembly. 

Appealed to Siklis not to boycott Constituent Assembly 
even though Cabinet Mission had not done them justice. 

Rejected possibility of a coalition between Muslim League 
and Congress. 

Joined Viceroy’s Executive Council as Home Member on 
3 September. Announced in Central Legislative Assembly 
that foreigners \vould be appointed to senior administra- 
tive posts only in exceptional cases. 

Accepted the principle of state control of industry, told 
Central Legislative Assembly that it was not desirable to 
go fast on nationalisation. 

Spurned Jinnah’s proposal for an exchange of population. 
Urged Muslim League to join Constituent Assembly and 
abandon its Pakistan policy. 

1947 Talks with British Government representatives on transfer 
of control of services from Secretary of State to Interim 
Government and compensation for British officials comple- 
ted. Statement on All India Radio’s language policy an- 
nouncing changes in existing practice. 

Rejoinder to Jinnah: “Let an impartial tribunal decide the 
Pakistan issue, for Pakistan could be attained oidy on the 
basis of justice and imderstanding and not by force of arms.” 

Appealed to Muslim League to accept invitation to join talks 
and agree to arbitration by a ‘Tree power” in case of dis- 
agreement between League and Congress. 



Told Princes to play their part in shaping India’s destiny. 
Warned North-West Frontier Province Ministry headed 
by Khan Abdul Qayum Khan that Centre would not submit 
to rowdyism and threats. 

Interim Government’s proposals on compensation to British 
ollicials accepted by Attlee Government. Demanded domi- 
nion status for India “at once” so that a strong Centre 
could deal firmly with threats to law and order. Statement 
issued on outbreak of riots in Dera Ismail Khan and else- 
where in NIVFP. 

Rulers of Dholpur, Nabha and Nawanagar told Sardar in 
New Delhi of their decision to join Constituent Assembly. 
States Department created and entrusted to Sardar, Des- 
cribed Juinah’s demand for a land corridor linking West 
Pakistan witlx the eastern wing as “fantastic nonsense.” 
Assured Princes that “internal autonomy” of their states 
would be respected. 

Patel Committee’s report on minorities submitted to Consti- 
tuent Assembly. Report recommended joint electorates, 
representation in Ministries at Centre and in states and 
other safeguards. 

Insisted on stationing a brigade of Indian Army in Kathia- 
war to protect states acceding to Indian Union from ap- 
prehended attack from Junagadh. 

Persuaded Government to overrule Mountbatten and en- 
trust Indian Army xvith operations against Nawab of 
Junagadh. 

Pledged Government protection to Muslims staying in 
India. Said forced conversions and marriages would not 
be recognised. 

Announced full agreement between India and Pakistan on 
all outstanding issues relating to partition, including divi- 
sion of armed forces. Said Kashmir had not been referred 
to Inter-Dominion Partition Committee. Announced in 
CJonstituent Assembly financial settlement between India 
and Pakistan under which India would transfer Rs. 750 
million to Pakistan as a “great gesture of goodwill.” 

Addressed Orissa rulers in Cuttack. They agreed to merge 
their territories with Orissa province. 



Announced at public meeting in Jammu that ''everything 
possible’' would be done to save Kashmir, "and tliis assu- 
rance I am conveying on behalf of the Government 
of India,” Praised Sheikli Abdullali’s role in ensuring 
Kashmir’s accession to India. 

1948 Appealed to labour leaders of West Bengal to support 
popular Government. Warned Pakistan that if it wanted 
further division of the country, "let us do it in the open 
field,” Asked Indian Muslims: "In the recent all-India 
Muslim Conference, why did you not open your mouths 
on the Kashmir issue? Why did you not condemn the 
action of Pakistan? These things create doubts in the 
minds of the people.” 

Declared in a statement: "Unless the Kashmir issue is 
settled, the financial pact between India and Pakistan can- 
not be implemented. . . . Let there be no mistake that 
Kashmir belongs to India.” 

Declared at Patna that abolition of zamlndari without 
compensation would be nothing short of robbery. 

Appealed to Nizam of Hyderabad to respect his people’s 
wishes and accede to India. 

Inaugurating Rajasthan Union, said that only by coming 
together could smaller states save themselves from anarchy 
and confusion. 

In message on formation of Vindhya Pradesh, said: '‘Unifica- 
tion and democratisation would be purposeless if they 
did not bring about improvement in the lot of the people.” 
Warned British politicians and Press to halt propaganda 
against India. Blamed Churchill for India’s partition and 
attendant disasters. 

Rejected compromise on Hyderabad. Accession and res- 
ponsible government were India’s minimum demands. 
Said in an eve of independence speech: "In free India there 
is no room for divided loyalties.” 

Informed Parliament that "action would be taken against 
Hyderabad for breach of the standstill agreement.” 

Congratulated Defence Ser\dces on their remarkable success 
in the "police action” in Hyderabad. 

Indicted UN for mishandling Kashmir issue. "We accepted 
the UN Commission’s cease-fire proposals, but the other 



party did not. We could perform the Kashmir operation 
witliout danger if only we could free ourselves from our 
commitments.” 

Referring to Pakistan and its anti-Indian propaganda, 
said; “I wonder whether they are really afraid of us, or is 
this outburst merely an attempt to preserve their unity?” 
Inaugurated Advisory Board of Central India States. Prais- 
ed Nehru’s leadership on his 60th birthday, saying: “Pandit 
Nehru has led the country through the crisis and has by 
his great leadership enhanced the prestige of India. We 
want our leader to remain at the helm for many years.” 

1949 Announced merger of five Princely States of Rajputana — 
Bikaner, Jaipur, Jaisalmer, Jodhpur and Udaipur — to 
form Rajasthan Union and hailed it as a momentous deve- 
lopment. 

Advised Maharaja of Baroda to merge his State with Bombay. 
Challenged contention of Nawab of Bhopal that para- 
mountcy had lapsed with British withdrawal from India. 
Warned Communists that if they continued to oppose 
Government and create danger they would be dealt with 
severely. 

Opposed demand for linguistic states because consolidation 
of country must precede revision of boundaries. 

Appealed to members of Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh 
to join Congress. 

Advised South Indians to learn Hindi. 

Appealed for public contributions to rebuild Somnath 
temple in Junagadh. 

Announced in Hyderabad that responsible government 
would be introduced in former Nizam’s State only after 
normalcy was restored. 

Warned Master Tara Singh in a speech at Amritsar that 
he was following suicidal policies. 

Advised RSS to concentrate on regenerating Hindu society 
through constitutional and constructive methods. 
Inaugurated Rajasthan State in Jaipur. 

Announced tale-owr of administration of Bhopal State 
by Centre and congratulated Nawab on his understanding 
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and self-sacrifice. Declared that welfare of Muslims would 
be prime concern of State’s new administration. 

At a public meeting at Indore, warned Congress politicians 
in newly formed states unions that he would dissolve minis- 
tries and administer unions centrally if they did not stop 
their petty squabbles and tussles for power. 

Told All-India Depressed Classes Leagues Confederation: 
‘‘India’s independence will not be completed until every 
Harijan claims, and actually gets, equality of status.” 

Moving consideration of report of Advisory Committee 
on Minorities in Constituent Assembly, said: ‘‘h'linority 
concessions, though not good in themselves, have to be 
treated as purely temporar}\ Minorities should voluntarily 
agree to abolition of reservations for them in services and 
legislatures.” 

Supported grant of privy purses to princes in return for 
accession to Indian Union. 

1950 Warned Pakistan against pushing Hindus out of eastern 
wing. 

Defended in Parliament use of preventive detention to fight 
terrorism and violence. 

Gave details of democratic set-up for Delhi Union Territory. 

Appealed at public meeting in Calcutta for fair trial to 
Nehru-Liaquat Pact on minorities. 

Told public meeting at Indore that Congress ‘‘is fully 
Nehru.” Called for revolution in system of educa- 
tion in address to Gujarat Vidyapith, 

Opened newly constructed building of Navajivan Trust, 
Ahmedabad. Purse of Rs. 1.5 million presented on behalf 
of Gujarat on his 75th birthday, which he immediately 
handed over to President of the Provincial Congress 
Committee. 

Declared that accepting aid from United States did not 
mean alignment ^vith any power bloc. UTS^O should be 
strengthened. 

Deplored Chinese intervention in Tibet and use of force 
agamst Tibetans. 

November, Taken to Bombay on Tuesday, 
12 December. Died on Friday morning, 15 December, 



FOCUS ON SARDAR 


An illuminating picture of Sardar Patel’s activities and style 
of work was provided by his daughter Maniben. Wliat follows 
are extracts from the information and views given by her to 
Trevor Dricberg and the Editor in New Delhi. 

The Sardar was a man of few words. He mote very little; 
he hardly kept any record of his public or party work. He des- 
troyed letters addressed to him after reading them and replied by 
hand, not keeping copies. But after he was appointed Chairman 
of the Congress Parliamentary Board in 1934, files relating to its 
transactions were kept. 

When the Sardar fell ill towards the end of the Bardoli satya- 
graha in 1928, it svas suggested that somebody should give him 
secretarial help. 1 said: “If someone is to be kept, why not I?” 
From 1929 until his death, I preserv'cd his correspondence whenever 
possible. Once, when K, Gopalaswami, pofitical commentator of 
the Times of India, visited him in his flat on Marine Drh'e, Bom- 
bay, the Sardar called for a letter he had received from C. Raja- 
gopalachari, forgetting that he had torn it up and thro^vn it in the 
wastepaper basket. Fortunately, I had collected the pieces. It 
took me some time to paste them together before passing it on to 
him. This happened before the Interim Government was formed, 

Tlie Sardar travelled second-class by railway before he became 
a Minister. I would spread his bedding at night and retire to a 
third-class compartment. But from 1934, when there was much 
correspondence to attend to even on train journeys and people 
came to sec him at stations, I kept company with him in his 
second-class compartment. I used to make copies of important 
letters he wrote in hand, but he would question this, asking why 
I was taking such trouble and wasting time. I also kept newspaper 
clippings of important events with which he was associated. 

The Sardar read several newspapers and listened to radio 
news bulletins regularly. Tliis enabled him to keep abreast of deve- 
lopments throughout the country. He also talked to people to get 
information to supplement other sources. 

After 1945, the secretarial functions of the Congress Parlia- 
mentary Board were undertaken mainly by Shantilal Shah. TIjc 
Sardar was undergoing treatment for intestinal trouble at the 
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Nature Cure Clinic, Poona, v/hen he sent for Shantilal Shah from 
Bombay. Shah, a Congress SociaUst, hesitated at first because he 
did not know what was in store for him. But B. G. Kher (Premier 
of Bombay) ad\ised him to take up the work. The Sardar told 
Shah he wanted him to act as his Secretar}’' at the Parliamentary 
Board office located at the headquarters of the Bombay Pradesh 
Congress Committee, 

The Sardar \\^s a very shrewd judge of character. 'WTien he 
met a person for the first time he looked him up and do\sm, and the 
assessment he made in that process rarely went \vrong. 

Once when ^lathuradas Trikamji, Mayor of Bombay, asked 
what kind of men he kept round him, the Sardar replied that his 
was a ^‘juggler’s basket.” He kept all kinds of people for the 
single aim of 'winning India’s freedom. He used different people 
for different purposes. He \v 3 .s fully a%\^re of their weakn^es and 
drav/backs but exploited their useful qualities. 

The Sardar learnt punctuality in his youth vrhen he had to 
do everything for himself. This experience taught him to save time 
by doing things according to schedule. This gave him self-reliance 
and at the same time an appreciation of the difficulties other people 
encountered. He walked on business errands rather than use trans- 
port. This habit ser\^ed him '\vell in London when he "^vas attending 
the Inns of Court. He used to walk from his lodgings to the law 
library^ a distance of several miles daily. He could not afford to 
buy books for study, and was at the library vrhen the librarian 
opened it and left at closing time every evening. 

The visit to England fulfilled two of my father’s ambitioas. 
He wanted to see the country from ^vhich people had come to 
conquer India and to qualift^ as a banister. He had seen how even 
me 10 ere lavr\»^ers had been able to build up a large practice because 
had been to London to study for the Bar. On his return to 

- medabad, he established hi m self as the city’s leading criminal 
lawyer. ° 

men he w^s a dis^ct pleader at Borsad in the early 1900 s, 
ere '^vas a British magistrate ^vho kept a mirror in his court to 
study the faces of witne^es. This made witnesses nervous and the 
iMgiitrate rew^ conclusions from their beha\iour about their tnith- 
TT j Sardar thought of a plan to make the officer behave. 

e^ eman ed transfer to the district court of a case in which he 
wa^ appearing before the magistrate. The Sardar presented him with 
a sea ed etter. The magistrate opened the letter and saw Ws name 



heading the list of witnesses for the defence. He called the Sardar 
to his chamber for a talk. The accused was acquitted and the 
magistrate stopped using the mirror, conceding that he had no right 
to do so. This incident illustrates a facet of my father’s character. 
He had no fear of the British magistracy or administrators. 

The Sardar was a man of regular habits and disliked armchair 
politicians. He read about Gandhiji’s action in Champaran and 
was impressed by his methods of organising peasants to resist ex- 
ploitation and oppression, Mahatma Gandhi was preoccupied 
wth the agitation in Bihar and wanted somebody who would 
give up everything and devote all his time to the satyagraha 
campaign In Kaira district organised as a protest against exces- 
sive land revenue. My father volunteered his services, and they 
were accepted. 

Until that time the Sardar wore European dress. He was so 
fastidious that finding no good laundry in Ahmedabad he got his 
stiff collars washed in Bombay. 

From early youth, the Sardar developed the qualities of lea- 
dership and discipline. In later life, these qualities were to help 
him in organising large groups of people for action. Until the 
Bardoli movement, he was hardly known outside Gujarat. He did 
not go out of Gujarat until Gandhiji’s sentence of imprisonment 
for six years in 1922, when he went on a fund-raising mission for 
the Gujarat Vidyapith as far east as Rangoon. 

For years in Gujarat, whenever Gandhiji addressed a public 
meeting the Sardar did not speak at it and later, when the Sardar 
spoke, other Congress leaders did not speak. This is an illustration 
of the discipline observed by Congressmen at the time. The leader 
spoke for them and the others showed their loyalty by action. 

When Gandhiji started the swadeshi movement and burning 
of foreign clothes, the Sardar burnt all his European clothes, socks 
and hats. He never wore any type of headgear, even a khadi cap, 
after he cast aside his black BangJori cap. From then, he always 
wore dhoti and kurta and a chaddar on his shoulder, adding only 
a warm jacket in winter. 

The satyagraha in Borsad taluka, Kaira district, lasted a 
month. The provincial Government had levied a punitive tax of 
eight annas — a large sum at that time — per person on all the 
inhabitants for the maintenance of the preventive police. Even 
children were taxed. The campaign succeeded and in thb satya- 
gralia he gained the title Suba of Borsad. 
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Another sphere in which the Sardar helped to raise the 
morale of the people of the area was connected %vith the acti%dties 
of dacoits. People dared not leave their houses after 6 p.m. for fear 
of dacoits who infested the area. They appealed to the Sardar 
for help. He agreed, provided they did not allow their houses 
to be used for keeping stolen propert}^ 

In the Bardoli satyagraha, there was one organiser for every 
big village. The Sardar set out at noon from his headquarters and 
returned at midnight after visiting many \aUages. There v/as ordy 
one car, so all the other organisers joumejxd on foot or by train or 
cart. The peasants accepted the Sardar as their unquestioned 
leader. Ever}' morning, he received written reports from each 
village through volunteer messengers. The title Sardar of Bardoli 
vras conferred on him by a party worker at a public meeting. It 
gained nationwide currenc}" when Gandhiji started referring to 
him in this manner. 

As head of Ahmedabad ^vlunicipalit}’, the Sardar looked far 
ahead of immediate civic needs and planned accordingly, unlike 
some of his successors who made changes looking to short-term 
gains. 

His qualities of leadership were recognised ^vhen he organised 
relief measures during the floods that hit Gujarat in 1927. He went 
round Ahmedabad city with the chief engineer and ordered a cul- 
v'crt to be broken to let the flood w'aters flow into the SabarmaU 
river. This sav'cd the city from total inundation. He also persuad- 
ed the Bombay Government to provide more than a crore of rupees 
for relief to the flood victims. He sent help to the Collector 
of Kaira v/hen the district was cut off from the rest of Gujarat. 
Only the Collector’s bungalow, which stood on a mound, was 
safe, and all the tov/nfolk had gathered there for safety. The 
Sardar’s men brought food and other necessities. 

The Sardar went to Calcutta for the Congress session over 
which Motilal Nehru presided. Even though his name had become 
a household word as the hero of Bardoli his ph^rical appear-' 
ance v.’as not knovm. The volunteers of the Congress failed to 
identify him and since he did not cariy' a ticket he v^as not admit- 
ted to the pandal. The next day he carried his membership card 
and the v^oluntccrs were surprised v/hen tliey found people shout- 
ing for the darshan of tlic Sardar of Bardoli and that the hero was 
the person the v'oluntccrs had kept out the previous day. 

Tlic S:\rdar was favoured by the Prorincial Congress Commit- 
tees as the next party president, but Motilal Nehru ssTOtc to 
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Gandhiji asking that Jawaharlal should succeed him. Motilal 
wanted to sec his son Congress chief before he died. My father 
agreed with Bapu (Gandhiji) that Motilaiji’s svish be fuliilied. 

It was usual for the Congress President to attend annual ses- 
sions with large retinues. The Sardar tvent to the Karachi session 
in 1931 with only me and an aidCj thus cutting drastically the 
expenses of the reception committee. 

The outlook of the Sardar and of Nehru was vastly different. 
They agreed to difier, but at the same time worked togetlier for the 
common cause of India's freedom. The influence of Mridula 
Sarabhai and Rafi Ahmad Kidwai on Nehru was to a large extent 
responsible for the rift bet^veen my father and Ja^vaharlal. 

The Sardar became the party boss from the time he became 
head of the Parliamentary Board. He was also the party’s main 
fund-raiser. The Congress High Command, of which he rvas the 
mainspring, functioned as a moral prop for the Chief Ministers 
against the administrative machine directed by the British. 

I used to sleep by the telephone to take calls that came at odd 
hours of the night so that the Sardar’s sleep was not disturbed. I 
took down messages and passed them on to him the next morn- 
ing. One such call came at midnight from Biswanatlr Das, then 
Premier of Orissa. He had decided to resign o\'er the choice of a 
provincial official to act as Governor. The Sardar backed him 
and the Viceroy yielded. 

I may recall a meeting the Sardar had with Bombay Governor 
Lumley in 1937 at Lumley’s request. It lasted about an hour. 
Lumlcy told the Sardar that he would be Premier of Bombay, but 
the lands confiscated from the peasants of Bardoli would never 
be returned. The Sardar replied: “Note it down that I am not 
going to be Premier, and also that the lands will be returned to 
the peasants.” 

The Sardar took many unpopular decisions in party and 
Government matters, but his decisions were accepted because he 
had no axe to grind. He was not amenable to threats or blackmail. 

He had no property of his own and he svas above extraneous 
considerations. He had nothing to lose, had no ambition and no 
desire to cling to office. 

Once in Yeravda jail, Gandhiji asked in good humour what 
post he would like to hold after Independence. The Sardar replied 
he would become a sadhu. In 1945, when it had been decided to 
replace Azad as Congress President, the Sardar got the largest 
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share of votes in the ^Vorking Committee. But Kripalani, one of 
the candidates, wthdrew in favour of Nehru and handed a paper 
to the Sardar to wthdraw his nomination as 'svcll so that Nehru 
could be elected unopposed. 

Gandhiji, to whom this matter was referred, told Nehru: 
don’t want to make you a prop of mine if people don’t want you.’ 
Nehru kept silent and was selected President. Gandhiji supported 
Nehru’s choice as Prime Minister because he was well kno^sm 
outside India. He compared the Sardar and Nehru to two bul- 
locks yoked to a cart. He felt that if Nehru was made Prime 
Minister he vrould be prevented from ^‘making mischier’ in tlie 
coimtr}’'. 

^STien the Sardar became Home Member and later on Deputy 
Prime Ivlinister, anybody could call on him during his morning Vi'alk 
from 4.30 to 6.30. He was a fast walker and few could keep pace vdth 
him. They told him v/hat they wanted and then they would drop 
out when the dialogue was over. He gave brief answers and listen- 
ed mostly. For party v/orkers and others this vras an opportunity 
for opening their h^rts to him. At the end of an hour’s listening, 
the Sardar vrould probably reply in a couple of words. He ar- 
ranged assistance for even the humblest party worker who needed 
it. He provided hospitalisation if necessar)’. After his illness in 
ilarch 1948 his medical advisers stopped morning ^valks complete- 
ly and r^tricted his intervievrs. 

In 1941, he was afflicted ^vith severe intestinal trouble. He 
woke aroimd 3.30 every morning because of pain in the bov/els. 
He spent an hour in the toilet before setting out on his morning 
'ss^lk. He had a cup of tea and breakfast, %vhich consisted of a 
piece of toast and apple juice. In these early morning hours, 
before going for a Viralk, I did my quota of spinning. ^STien he 
assumed office his Private Secretaiy^ V. Shankar came in "^rith 
office files after breakfast. The Sardar looked through the morning 
newspapers carefully and rarely missed any significant ne^^vs. He 
gave oral instructions to Shankar. As before, he v/ould ^siite as 
little as possible. 'WTien in good health, he left home aroimd 9.30 
for the Home Ivlinistry, returned for lunch and after a nap of 15 
minutes w’ent to the Information and Broadcasting \Cnistry. 

I looked after the Sardar s Gujarati correspondence whilo 
Shankar attended to that in English. I passed on some of tho 
correspondence in Hindi to Shankar. Morarji Desai had re- 
commended Shankar as Private Secretary. The Sardar inrited 
him to lunch to look him over before selecting tiim for the post. 



The Partition Committee set up under the Mountbatten 
Plan and consisting of as many as 30 to 40 officers, would come 
to the Sardar’s house and stay up to lunch receiving instructions 
from him. Its members had to report back to him in the evening. 
Every order he issued had to be executed within 24 hours. 
He rang up Premiers at night when he had a particular issue to 
discuss with them. He was against wasting money on telephone 
calls on matters tltat ^vere not urgent. I kept a diary of all 
private trunk calls, for which Sardar paid out of his own pocket. 

I recall another instance of his method of work. There was 
a crisis in the jute industry. The Sardar phoned G. C. Desai, 
Commerce Secretary, and M. P. Birla, Chairman of the Indian 
Jute Manufacturers’ Association, Calcutta, and others every 
night to check on developracnts. Similarly, at the time of the 
Bombay riots and disturbances elsewhere, he made phone calls 
at night to find out what was happening. He made calls to 
Punjab and Bengal and UP at the time of the partition troubles. 

The Sardar %vas not impolite or arrogant in his de.alings 
with people. He replied promptly to correspondence. He read 
all the letters addressed to him personally and generally told the 
officer concerned how he should reply. He never signed letters 
or any other document blindly. When he was not fully satis- 
fied with a draft, he would change it himself or ask the officer 
concerned to redraft it. He liked precision and conciseness 
in letters. He would say that this was “not a place for essays” 
or for exhibiting one’s command of English. 

Mountbatten recognised the Sardar’s greatness. I was the 
only other person present when the Sardar had a talk with Bapu 
between 4 and 5 p.m. on the day of his assassination. Bapu 
had decided to release the Sardar from tlie Ministry at the 
latter’s instance, but Mountbatten strongly opposed this because 
he felt that the Sardar “had his feet on the ground while Nehru 
had his in the clouds.” He told Gandhiji that he could not 
release the Sardar. Gandhiji agreed and withdrew his decision. 

It was agreed at the conversation on January 30 afternoon 
that Gandhiji, Nehru and the Sardar should sit togetlicr and 
iron out their diflcrences. But this meeting was never held. 
The Sardar was greatly upset by the slander campaign against 
him at that time in certain Congress and Government circles. 

He was worried at heart that Gandhiji had to defend him conti- 
nually against these slanders. 



Previously, when Nehru lived at York Road and the Sardar 
just across on Aurangzeb Road, they used to meet every day, even 
though for a few minutes. Nehru would sometimes drop in after 
lunch, or in the evening or at night after dinner. They walked 
together and discussed matters. The Sardar would walk with 
Nehru up to the gate of the latter’s house on York Road and see 
him off there or they would return together to Aurangzeb Road. 

These daily meetings and talks cleared misunderstandings, 
but this dialogue became very difficult after Nehru moved to 
the house of the former Gommander-in-Chief on Teen Murti 
Marg. If he had not moved there on Mountbatten’s advice, much 
of their later differences might never have developed. Because 
of his illness, the Sardar was not able to go to Nehru’s house 
frequently. 

When there were party matters to be attended to, the 
Sardar requested the AIGG General Secretary to call at his 
house for instructions. The Working Gommittee met at the 
Sardar’s residence since there was no good AIGG office build- 
ing at that time in Delhi. The provincial Premiers constantly 
sought his guidance, and he was a great help to them in their 
encounters with members of the bureaucracy or party dissidents. 

The administrations of the new states formed after inte- 
gration lacked capable men to guide them. But in those areas 
where party members had carried out constructive work under 
the Sardar’s direction before independence, such men were avail- 
able. This was so in Kathiawar and Gujarat. Elsewhere in the 
country, party workers in the former states had only indulged in 
agitation and there was no solid foundation for their work. 

The Sardar did not aspire to prime ministership or any 
other high office. He once said that if India had won Swaraj 
ten years earlier he would have solved the food problem as he 
had solved tliat of the states. He added: ‘‘But I have not the 
strength to do so now.” He considered food the country’s most 
important problem after consolidation. He was essentially a 
man of action, averse to writing. His philosophy of life may be 
summed up in the words: “Why not create history ratlier than 
waste time writing it?” 


Makiben Patel 
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HIGHLIGHTS— VOLUMES MI AND IV-X 
VoL. I: New Lioirr on KASiana 
This absorbing inside story of the events leading up to In- 
dependence and continuing subsequently till Sardar Patel s death 
in 1950 has not been told before. It contains the basic raw mate- 
rial for the research scholar and tlie historian. The correspon- 
dence published in Uiis series opens with the efforts of ^^aharaja 
Hari Singh and his counsellors in Srinagar to shore up the feudal 
structure in Jammu and Kashmir by denial of democratic rights. 

The Maharaja unleashed a campaign of repression against the 
National Conference, the poUtical mouthpiece of the state people, 
arrested Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, its chief, and charged him 
with sedition. Jawaharlal Nehru entered Kashmir in defiance ot 
the state Government’s ban and courted arrest. 

The Maharaja, finding that his hands were forced by the 
invasion of the state from Pakistan by armed raiders, opted t 
India and, after signing the instrument of accession, 
the formation of a popular government under Sheikh Abdu . 
The Maharaja and the Sheikh were soon at J°gS"beads. 
Maharaja, under relentless pressure fi-om New Delhi, surrend 
power and placed himself in the hands of the ^ 

correspondence reveals, played a crucial roe m the 

which led ultimately to the withdrawal of the t 

state and the succession of his heir, Yuvraj Karan Singh, as regent 
and finally as constitutional head of the state. 

Patel also pointed out how India’s case on Kashmir before 
the United Nations Security Council should have 
presented. The exchange of letters between f 

foreshadows the strong differences on appr<^ 
problem which ultimately led to the Sh«kh‘s removal fiom t^ 
prime ministership of the state in 1953. Abdullah went his o^vn 
way, heedless of Patel’s restrammg influence. 

VoL. II: Elections to Central & Provincial 
Legislatures— Direction of Congress Campaign 

Soon nftet the Congress leaders were 
in 1944, negotiations opened with the 

British Raj in New Demi and the leaders of other Jndan 

s.G.-iii.ni 
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political parties, notably the Muslim League, on new constitutional 
arrangements to suit the change in the political climate brought 
about by World War II and to satisfy the aspirations of the Indian 
people for freedom. 

Patel s guiding hand was evident in these negotiations as well 
as in the direction and management of the Congress campaign for 
the elections to the Central and provincial legislatures under the 
Government of India Act of 1935. These elections, based on commu- 
nal electorates with a restricted fi*anchise, were an acid test 
of the Congress claim to represent the Indian people and to be 
the recipient of power on their behalf when the British relin- 
quished their authority. The Muslim League, through Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah, contested this claim, asserting that it was the sole 
champion of the Muslim ^^nation’’ which aspired to a separate 
existence on the advent of independence. 

Patel s role as chief of staff of the Congress High Command, 
indefatigably marshalling manpower and finances and selection of 
suitable candidates for the big electoral battle, comes out strikingly 
in the correspondence in this volume. 

VoL. IV; Transfer of Power — CoMiuiXAL Holocaust and 
Partition Administration and Stability 

The political deadlock dragged on from 1946 to 1947. All 
cffor^ of the Congress to avert partition failed as the League, insti- 
gated by sympathisers in the top echelons of the British bureau- 
cracy in Incfia and Britain, stuck out for PaHstan. Finally, the 
Congress capitulated under heavy pressure and the twin states 
of secular, democratic India and Islamic, autocratic Pakistan 
of midS Governor-General Mountbatten playing the role 


Partition and transfer of power were accompanied by the tra- 
^ turmoil of wholesale uprooting of populations, mass 
murder and looting and other acts of barbaritv. The entire sodo- 
c^nomic structure of the affected provinces kerned on the verge 
o 2 .psc. ow the problem of restoring peace and sanity and 
resettling the uprooted and dispossessed detims of the trauma d 
parti on ^vas landicd, primarily by Patel with courage and firm- 
ness, IS revealed m the correspondence. 

• Government in London and Mountbatten 

by the Congress and the 
4 n peop c, British administrators continued to play politics 
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at the lower levels and were instrumental in pushing Pakistan into 
a military adventure in Kashmir as part of their game to weaken 
India economically and politically. The Muslim League, which 
had grabbed power in Pakistan, eagerly collaborated in this game. 

VoL. V: Control, over Congress Ministries — 

Indian States’ Accession 

Creating conditions for stable government and maintaining 
law and order in the old provinces of British India after the dis* 
ruption of partition was a major problem which was Patel’s prime 
responsibility as Minister of Home Affairs. Relations between gover- 
nors and chief ministers had to be redefined in the changed poli- 
tical contc.xt, and the Sardar was often called upon to mc^ate 
in dbputcs resulting from conflicting interpretations of rules and 
practices by those in authority. 

Problems also arose from the emergence of factionalism in 
the provincial Congress organisations, and the Sardar had to 
exert his authority to prevent them from cracking up in the heat 
of local power struggles. The most notable instance was in 
Madras, where two rival factions were engaged in a bitter struggle 
which resulted in the ouster of Chief Minister T. Prakasam. 

Rehabilitation of Hindu and Sikh refugees from West Paki- 
stan was the key problem encountered in East Punjab, together 
with the intransigence of Master Tara Singh and the Akali Dal. 
In Assam, large-scale infiltration of Muslims created difficulties 
for the provincial administration in the wake of the loss of 
Sylhet district to Pakistan. The inclusion of the tribal hill tracts 
in the province also presented difficulties as the hillsmen, ethnically 
and culturally different from the dwellers in the Brahmaputra 
Valley, wanted a separate identity. In the interests of national 
security in a sensitive region, they were brought together under 
one administration. 

Bringing the Conglomeration of princely states within the 
ambit of the new integrated nation-state the Congress leaders 
envisaged after freedom also presented many problems, the 
solution of which rested on Patel’s shoulders as Minister of States. 

VoL. VI : Patel-Nehru Differences — Assassination of Gandhi — 
Services Reorganised — ^Refugee Rehabilitation 

Sardar Patel and Jawaharlal Nehru came to the brink of relin- 
quishing office in each other’s favour over differences, first, arising 
out of communal disturbances in Ajmer-Merwara and later 
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snowballing into serious conflict over the definition of the functions 
of the Prime Mims ter in relation to his colleagues and the 
preparation of memoranda by both for presentation to Gandhi for 
his adjudication. The assassination of Gandhi at this crucial period 
acted, however, as a cementing bond between them. The Rash- 
tnya Swayamsevak Sangh and similar organisations were banned. 

c. Rajagopalachari was brought to the Centre as Govemor- 
encral in succession to Mountbattcn. Restoring popular confi- 
dence after die Gandhi murder and curbing the extremist elements 
r^ponsib e for it without at the same time causing civil strife i^'as 
the responsibihty of Patel. The correspondence betiveen Nehru 
an ate on this subject reveals the different styles with which 
they functioned. Throughout the year, the influx of fresh weaves 
o re ugees an their rehabilitation continued to be a major pre- 
occupation of the government, and it ivas Patel’s lot to co-ordi- 
nate these tasks. 

tivf' encountered in providing cohesive and effec- 
p j. 1 T provinces called for firm directives from 

veteran ^ ^^^1 Provinces, the major conflict w'as betiveen the 

PantanH^"^'^“'r^^^1^ ^“^hottamdas Tandon and Premier 
feDrcsenlH^5Ttr^^‘^^ adversary Rafi Ahmed Kidwai. This was 
I?d anH ^ supporters of Patel 

Hv'dTri anJ pv ? xr°-^ Govemm Akbar 

activitie- ^ ^ Gopmath Bardolof, v/hile Communist 

activities became a cause of wnrr^ ;« • t • • i, 

bouring West Bengal. ^ ^ province and m neigh- 

\ OL. VII . In^gratikg Intjiax States — Police 
Action* in* Hyderabad 

responsible^ Mvcmme t significant for the introducnon of 
attempts of some princes to Woct^thfr 

launched and new croimin^ ? process. Integradon talB were 
popular ministers to ran thSi ° 

Patel was called upon to rlAi induction, 

governments a.s well ->$ hof^x. squabbles within tlicsc 

5.C u„io«. *'"> “"'i the princely hc=ds of 



[xxxvii] 

signs of the times. While the ruler of Junagadli fled to Pakistan, 
the Nizam dreamt of carving out an independent state in the 
belly of the Indian Union. 

Wth this end in view, the Nizam’s agents went on an arms 
bu>ing spree in Europe and organised bands of thugs to terrome 
the predominantly Hindu population of his State. Secret negotia- 
tions were also started with the British for the addition of Bastar 
State to his domain and the retrocession of Berar, which had been 
incorporated in the Central Provinces. Advances were made to 
the Portuguese Government about providing access to Hyderabad 
through Goa to the Arabian Sea, 

Here, as in other instances of princely opposition to joining 
India, the undercover manocuviings of British oflidals and poli- 
ticians, keen on seeing India weak and divided after independence, 
plaj-ed an Important part in stiffening the resistance of the Nizam 
and the feudal clique which supported him. After vain attempts 
to persuade the Nizam to agree peaceably to joining the Indian 
Union, as the vast majority of his subjects demanded, the Indian 
Government organised a “police action” to effect the merger. Tlie 
Story ends with the Nizam’s surrender and expression of complete 
confidence in Sardar Patel's political sagacity. 

Vol. Vni: Foreign Policy tv Evomnov — Covstitutiov- 

SIAKING — PotmCAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEifS 

Tlie future of India’s relations with the Commonwealth of 
Nations, tics with Nepal, recognition of Communist China and 
disputes with Pakistan over canal waters, ill-treatment of minorities 
in Pakistan and evacuee property were important matters of 
foreign policy in which the Sardar made a significant contri- 
bution. Tiic main task the Sardar undertook was to merge the 
Unions of Princely States with the adjoining states of the Indian 
Union, th«s creating a bigger territorial unit than existed under 
the British or any former Raj, 

Internally, differences arose over whether the first President of 
the Indian Republic should be G, Rajagopalachari or Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad. Nehru and Patel took different attitudes to mass agitation 
by the Akalis in East Punjab. The Hindu Code Bill was another 
issue on which eminent Congress leaders differed from the govern- 
ment’s view. 

The sentence of death was passed on 12 February on Natliu- 
ram Godse, the principal accused in the Gandhi murder case, and 



[xxx\iii] 

Patel overruled pleas for clemency. As Ivlinister of Infonnation 
and Broadcasting, lie laid down a policy on the use of Hindi 
for the guidance of All India Radio. 


VoL. IX: PouncAn Go>rrRo\^ERsiEs — ^Refugees from East 

Bexgal — Territorial Integratiox of Princely States 

Factionalism continued to cause administrative snarls in the 
states and provinces and to this ivere added charges of corruption 
and abuse of power against those in authority. The Sardar ^s-as 
deeply involved in tn-Ing to keep peace among the '^s’aning factions 
and ceding out the corrupt, A controversy’’ erupted in ^Vest 
Bengal over the relative status of Bengali and Hindi for oflScial 
pu^oseSj and a movement for Greater Bengal, including East 
akistan, raised its head in the province. 

Friction within the Madras Ministry was sharpened by popu- 
ar emands for a separate Andhra Pradesh. Factions within the 
ur^ Congress came to be identified with Nehru and Patel. 
In Hyderabad, the Communists as well as communalists became 
active and caused anxiety to the State administration. The 
Oommu^t-supported uprising of the peasants of Telangana, w’ho 
emp 0} foice to dispossess the landlords and diride up their 
propert\% led to military- operations against them. 

Co^unal riots broke out in ^Vest Bengal as more refugees 
f East Pakistan wth stories of atrocities perpetra- 

minority there. The Ckjngress party split m 
.. ^ the same time as the Communist s?mng into 

Tara Singh strove hard to stir up 
communal feehng in the Punjab. 

of over lO^oS ^ confidential fortnightly letter 

political ern to chief ministers of states elaborating his 

ora ^v^Ii an“t°,San.m. “ 

' Po'vtR Struggle— T uiusipn op Mutual 

AGC0»,0UA-n0E_LVAR.vu.0 A0An,sT Chu-'a 

r.bL. t®*!” "■=» 1>a Chinese invasion of 

Himaie,-,. P‘-°>>Iem of seeurin- alone ihe 

an?e;2,“„d Ae I" and CR,' the Sardar 

source. Pakistan’s ^^dia’s sovereignty from this 

tcrritoiv- and ycncml 'wm incursions into Indian 

' "-w: other matters of concern to 
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New Delhi. E/Toris U’crc even made to poison (he good relations 
between India and Nepal. After the election of Rajendra Prasad 
as President, Ncliru announced In's intention of resigning the 
ofilcc of Prime Minister and devote himself to party activities. 
The Central C.xbinct xvas reconstituted and CR entered it. Tlicre 
were several exchanges of correspondence betxveen Nehru and Patel 
on matters of principle, including a definition of the powers of 
a governor. Finance Minister John Matthai resigned on an issue 
of principle, and this was followed by a bitter war of words. 

In the Congress presidential elections, Nehru and Patel rang- 
ed on different sides. Nehru opposed Purushottamdas Tandon’s 
nomination, and when Tandon was elected Nehru refused to join 
die Congress Working Committee. TIjc Sardar’s health began 
to fail. 
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Akali 

Ambedkarite 


Anand Bhawcin 

Andhras 

Baba 

Badmash 

Badshah 

Bahadur 

Bapu 

Bazar 

Bhavan 

Charkha 

Ch. 


Chi 

Crore 

Darbar {Durbar) 

Dhara Sabha 
Diwan {Dewan) 


Strict devotee of Sikhism; member of princi- 
pal Sikli political party 
Follower of Dr. B. R. Ambcdkar, a leader 
of untouchables and one of the framers of 
Indian Constitution 

Abode of Happiness, name of the residence 

of Motilal Nehru in Allahabad 

Residents of Andhra, a region in South India 

where Tclugu is mainly spoken 

Term of respect used in Bengal and Bihar for 

members of the intelligentsia; commonly used 

for a clerk 

A bad character, a hoodlum 
King; also used as term of respect for indi- 
viduals 

Brave, dashing person, a hero, former title 
conferred by the British Viceroy on Indians, 
Diwan, Khan, Rai, Rao and Sardar Bahadur 
Father; affectionate term of respect for 
Gandhi used by foUo^vers 
Market place 

House, mansion; Rashtrapati Bhavan is the 
residence of the President of India, Raj 
Bhavan the residence of a state Governor 
Spinning wheel 

Short for Chaudhury (Choudhury or Chou- 
headman in a community, a title of 
respect in the countryside 

Short for Chiranjivi meaning ‘one who may 
live for ever’ 

100 lakhs or 10 million 

Court of a prince; ceremonial assembly 5 
government of a princely state 
Legislative Assembly 

Minister in princely states. Chief Minister; 
also council of state; titles Diwan Sahib and 



Goondaism 

GooJtdas 

Gurdwara 

Gurkha 

Haji 

Ilarijans 

Hartal 

Hindustan. 

Idgah 

jfai Hind 
Jamail 

Kashi Vidjapeeth 

Khadi 

Khan 

Khojas 

Kirpan 

Lola 

Maharaja 

Maharajadhiraja 

Makarani 

Mtthasahka 

MaJu^ma 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Ki jai 
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Diwan Bahadur were conferred by the 
Viceroy on distinguished South Indians 
Hooliganism 
Hooligans 

Sikh shrine where the sacred Granth Sahib 
is read to a congregation 
Nepalese tribe known for military prowess 
Person who has \'isited Mecca on pilgrimage 
Children of God, a term coined by Gandhi 
for untouchables; also title of Gandhi’s weekly 
ne^vspaper (Harijan) 

Strike; closure of shops and public institutions 

Home of Hindus; used for India 

Premises or open space where Id-ul-Fitr is 

celebrated 

Victory to India 

Group, association 

Respectful address as in Gandhiji, Shastriji 
National university founded in Banaras in 
early 1920 s 

Hand-spun and hand-woven cloth 
Title of a Muslim member, commonly used 
wth Afghan and Pathan proper names 
A Muslim sect in ^Vestem India engaged in 
trade and commerce 

Miniature sword; claimed by Sikhs as a reli- 
gious symbol 

Title generally applied to Khatris in Punjab 
^vho were village bankers, and to leading 
members of the Bania tribe in North India 
Great King, a title for a Hindu ruler 
Great Ruler 

A Ruling queen, wife of a ruling maharaja 
Great assembly; political party associated 
Avith militant Hindu nationalism 
Great Soul 

Victory to Mahatma Gandhi 



Alaidan 

Malik 


Marwart 


Maulana 


Mazdoor 

Mir {Meer) 

Mamin 

Mussalman 

{Mohammedan^ 

Muslim) 

J\^awab 

Nawabzada 

J{izam 

Pandit 

Panthic Board 
Parsee 

Paihan 

Pir 

Pir Pagaro 
Praja Parishad 

Pratinidhi 

Pucca 


Pujya 
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Field, open area or land 

Originally a title for chieftain of one of the 
groups into which tlic Patlian tribes arc 
divided 

Native of Marwar in Rajasthan; often settled 
elsewhere in India and usually a business man; 
loosely used for bania 

Title of respect accorded to Muslim judges, 
heads of religious orders and persons of great 
learning 

Labourer, menial worker 

Abbreviation of Amir, title of Muslim nobility 

Muslim weaver 


a believer in Islam 

Ori^ally a governor of a territory, later rank 
conferred on notable Muslims 
Son of a Nawab 

Ruler of former princely State of Hyderabad; 

a person entrusted with management 

Title applied to those versed in scriptures but 

used commonly to denote a Brahmin 

Body regulating affairs of Sikh institutions 

Descendant of Zoroastrian refugees who fled 

Iran on its conquest by Muslims 

Name given to Pushto-speaking people inlia- 

biting NorthAVest Frontier Pro\ance of Indian 

subcontinent and Afghanistan 

Head of a religious sect; commonly used for a 

clever person 

Hereditary head of Hur tribe in Sind 
People’s party; name of a political organisa- 
tion allied to Hindu Mahasabha 
Representative 

An Indian word meaning good, correct, 
substantial, of standard quality of measure- 
ment contrasted 'with kachcha 
Respected 



Purdaitashin 


[xUii] 

Woman who covers her face and lives in se- 
clusion; generally used for Muslim women 
\vho obscrv'c pundah 
Purohlt Family priest 

Qaid-e^Azam Supreme leader; title for Jinnah popularised 

Qua' id-i‘ Azam by Gandhi in 1944 

Rai Title derived from Raja, one of the elite; 

the titles Rai Sahib and Rai Bahadur were 
conTarcd on Hindus in north India by the 
British Viceroy 

Raj Kumari Princess, daughter of a Raja or of a princely 

family 

RaJaktja Belonging or pertaining to state 

Rajputs Kshatriya, fighting caste of Hindus 

Ramzan Mohammedan month of fasting 

Rao Titfc drawn trom Raja, utfes Rao Sahib and 

Rao Bahadur were conferred by the Viceroy 
on South Indians 

Rashlrapati Father of the nation, term used for Congress 

presidents before independence and now used 
for head of Indian Republic 
Rashinya National 

Rupee (Re.) 

(Plural Rupees or Rs.) Unit of money in India 
Sabkaites Members of Hindu Mahasabha 

Sahib (Saheb) Master; respectful form of address 

Salar Head of a military or a semi-military 

formation 

Sangh Union, party, organisation; generally used 

for the all-India political party known as 
Jan Sangh 

Sardar (Sirdar) Chief, leader, generally applied to Sikhs and 

equivalent of Mr.; affectionate term of res- 
pect for Vallabhbhai Patel 

Salyagraka Holding on to truth; form of protest initiated 

by Gandhi and developed into a political 
weapon; concept of truth achieved through 
non-violent resistance 

Safyagrahi Participant in non-violent movement of civil 

disobedience 



Seth 

Sevak 

Sheikh, 

Shia \Shiah) 


Shiromani 
Akali Dal 

Shri 

Sikh 


SjL , 
Smi. 
Suba 
Sunni 


Swaraj 

Syed {Sayyidy 
Saiyed) 

Thakur 

Vasant Panchami 

Z^bardasti 

Zemindar 

Zflniindari 

Zpolum 
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Business man, wealthy individual belonging 

to tlie banking community 

Dedicated to service, a volunteer 

A caste among Indian Muslims 

Name given to Muslims ^vho believe that 

Ali, cousin and son-in4a^v of the Prophet, 

was his rightful successor 

Party of Sikhs which originally agitated for 

reform of Sikh shrines and later became a 

political party in Punjab 

Short for Shrijukta, equivalent of Mr. 

Disciple; follower of Guru Nanak (1469-1538), 

the first of the line of 10 Gurus (leaders) 'svho 

formulated a new faith to rid Hinduism of 

superstition and caste divisions 

Short for Shrijukta 

Short for Shrimati, meaning Ivlrs. or Madam 
Province 

Term generally applied to Muslims who 
acknowledge the first four Caliphs equally as 
the Prophet’s rightful successor 
Complete control over one’s affairs; indepen- 
dent statehood 

Title assumed by the descendants of the 

Prophet Mohamed 

Tide for a high caste landlord 

Festival in which yellow robes are ^vom to 

mark ripening of crop in spring 

Resort to force or intimidation 

Proprietory landholder who paid a fixed 

annual sum to the government 

Landlordism; also used to indicate cultivation 

of land 

Repression, injustice, tyranny 



Introduction to volume in 

The period preceding the transfer of power in August 1947 
witnessed an intensified struggle for succession born of the sweep- 
ing victory in the ejections to the Central Legislative Assembly of 
the Congress in the general constituencies and of the Muslim 
League in the constituencies reserved for Muslims. Inevitably, 
Princely India also felt its repercussions. 

The burden of meeting the challenge fell on Sardar Patel, 
first as the head of the Congress ParKamentary Board and later as 
the Minister in the Interim Government in charge of Home Affairs 
and Indian States. The present volume reveals how the Sardar 
handled this complex situation and operated on four fronts — 
disciplining the Congress ministries in the States, countering the 
disruptionist moves of the League, exposing the intrigues of 
British bureaucrats and guiding the movement for reforms in the 
Princely States. 

Congress affairs in Madras Presidency continued to cause 
concern to the High Command. The party elected T. Prafcasam, 
instead of G, Rajagopalachari, its leader in the provincial assembly 
in the face of Gandhi's opposition to Prahasam. Patel, writing to 
V. V. Giri, who apparently enjoyed his confidence, said: “You 
have decided to go your own way. It would be a fraud on the 
public to lead them to believe that what is being done by the 
party is being endorsed or acquiesced in by us. It would be wrong 
to assume that we (the High Command) have abdicated our 
functions and that we wiU allow things to go wrong or to let the 
party have its own way in everything. At present sve have deci- 
ded to wait and watch and to allow the (legislature) party to go 
its own way, but when the limit is reached and our responsibilities 
arc affected by any action that is being done there, we will not 
hesitate to take action.” 

The Attlee Government sent out a high-powered Cabinet 
delegation to India in 1946 to consult the political leaders and 
evolve a scheme which would accommodate the Congress stand for a 
united India with the League demand for a sovereign state of Pakistan. 

The Cabinet Mission’s plan for grouping the country into 
Hindu-majority and Muslim-majority areas and for summoning 
a constituent assembly to frame a constitution for a united India 
appeared at first to win tacit approval from both the Congress and 


s.c.-in.iv 
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the League. The plan also envisaged the establishment of an 
interim government virtually independent of Whitehall. 

The Congress leadership was in high spirits on the eve of 
forming a government. On 9 August 1946 the Congress Working 
Committee adopted a resolution setting up a parliamentary sub- 
committee “to keep in close, constant touch with Congress parties 
in all legislatures, to advise them in all activities and to take 
necessary action in case of emergency.” 

Writing to C. R. Reddy on 16 August 1946, Patel said: “The 
Congress President (Nehru) has been asked to form the Interim 
Government and for the first time, the British Government have 
shown the Muslim League its proper place. They have thus given 
proof of their bona fides and it is now for us to make or mar the 
future of India. ... If the British Government and the Congress 
play the game well, I have no doubt that we shall see India free 


sooner than many people imagine and neither the League nor 
any other group of people or interests, however strong or powerful, 
will be able to stop it.” The Congress leaders soon discovered, 
however, that the British bureaucrats were at their old game. 

Direct Action Day, observed by the League all over India on 
16 August 1946, led to “great killings” in Calcutta followed by 
massacres in Noakhali and terrible riots in Bihar. In a note dated 
6 November 1946 prepared for Gandhi and forwarded to Patel, 
Nehru wrote : Bihar riots were a reaction to killing of Biharis in 
Calcutta on 16 August and rape and killing and looting of 
Hindus in Noakhali. A feeling grew that nobody was helping the 
helpless Hindus of East Bengal while the prowncial government of 
Bengal ^vas deliberately pursuing a policy of exterminating Hindus 
from East Bengal either by killing or by forcible conversion.” 

The. varying Congress and League interpretations of the Cabi- 
net Mission plan led to a crisis when the League went back on its 
earlier stand and rejected the plan. The Viceroy, Lord Wavell, 
went ahead with forming an interim government and manned it 
solely mth nomine^ of the Congress party. The League, sensing 
the setback s had suffered politicaUy, changed its stance and 
agree ^ to join t e government while maintaining its opposition to 
parucipaung m the Constituent Assembly. 

Since the British Cabinet agreed ivith the League’s interpreta- 
.°”^S)onal grouping, it encouraged the induction 

matters as th^ Govemmenf wIT Med"^^ precipitated 

J V was divided into two warrine sroups 

and It became incumbent on WhitehaU to reshape the plan to suit 
the prevailing eondiaons. With his unerring insdnevPatel foresaw 



the danger of Sind and Bengal playing into the hands of British 
bureaucrats and business men who wished to frustrate the Congress 
plan by supporting the League’s intransigence. 

Sir Francis Mudie, the Governor of Sind, for instance, invited 
the League to form a ministry even though it did not have a majo- 
rity. ^Vriting to Nihchaldas Vazirani on 21 August 1946, Patel said: 
*‘Wc arc fiilly aware of the attitude of your Governor. He and his 
tribe will do their worst before they quit India, They cannot for- 
give the Congress which has compelled them to be prepared to 
leave.” 

Tlie situation in Sind did not improve after the Interim Gov- 
ernment %vai formed at the Centre. In another letter to Vazirani 
dated 16 December 1946, the Sardar, commenting on Vazirani’s 
account of how the elections were rigged, wrote: “The goonda- 
ism was not unexpected. It is a foretaste of what Pakistan would 
be. ... ^Ve can do nothing against the Civil Service for such 
misconduct (^vhich probably is not misconduct but 'good conduct’ 
according to the opinion of the local government whom they arc 
serving) and so we must put up svith these things.” 

The plan of toppling the League Ministry in Sind provoked 
a sharp rebuke from Patel in a letter to Vazirani dated 28 Decem- 
ber 1946: “It is futile to depend upon internal quarrels of the 
League for building up the strength of the Opposition. They 
must lay out a programme for steady svork among the masses who 
will be consdneed only by honest hard svork in their cause. The 
Hindus In Sind svill have to adopt the only honourable course 
of a dignified opposition which must be of a constructive nature. 
No attempt should be made to break the Ministry as such efforts 
arc bound to end in failure and the only net gain would be in- 
creased bitterness which would cause more harm to the Hindus. 
The Ministry, if it breaks, must break through its inherent weak- 
ness and not through our efforts.” 

Patel opened his heart to Sir Stafford Cripps in a letter 
dated 16 December 1946. Stating that Nehru had come back from 
London sadly disappointed, he wrote: “You called the League 
delegation there to London at a time when there svas some reali- 
sation that \aolence is a game at which both parties can play and 
the mild Hindu also, when driven to desperation, can retaliate as 
brutally as a fanatic Muslim. Jusc when the time for settlement 
svas reached Jmnah got the invitation, and he ^v’as able to 
convince the Muslims once again that he has been able to get 
more concessions by creating trouble and Holcnce. . . . You 
must have seen what Jinnah has said in London immediately after 



[lin 

the debate. He swears by Pakistan and cvcr^^thing conceded to 
him is to be used as a lever to work to that end. You wsh that 
we should agree to help him in his mad dream. . . . Ever}^ ac- 
tion of the Viceroy (Lord Wavcll) since the great Calcutta killing 
has been in the direction of encouraging tlic Muslim League and 
putting pressure on us towards appeasement. ... You know 
when Gandhiji was strongly against our settlement I threw my 
weight in favour of it. You have created a very unfortunate 
situation for me. All of us here feel that there has been a betrayal.’’ 

An interesting light is thro\s 7 i on the birth of the Indian 
National Trade Union Congress (INTUC). Giri wote to Patel 
on 15 December 1946: ‘T am feeling convinced day after day that 
it may not serve much useful purpose in joining the (trade) union 
whose deliberate purpose is to \dlify the Congress as a national 
movement and incessantly seek inspiration and direction from 
another country.’* 

Patel’s reply clinched the issue thus: “If we cannot capture 
the (All-India) Trade Union Congress by peaceful and decent 
means it would be better to start a rival trade union Congress 
organisation ^vhich would straightway be recognised by the Gov- 
ernment and all pretensions of the representative character of the 
rival organisation would be destroyed.” 

An interesting exchange of letters occurred beUveen the 
Sardar and D. P. Mishra, then Home Minister in the Shukla 
Cabinet in the Central Provmces (and now one of the confidants 
of Mrs. Indira Gandhi). Commenting on Nehru’s decision to induct 
new blood into the Congress Working Committee he formed in 
1946, Mishra ^^Tote on 11 July 1946: “Pandit Nehru wants new 
ood. In this ancient land for thousands of years public afiairs 
ave been in the hands of elderly men free from passions. It 
seems to me that public life is becoming Mrs. Warren’s profession, 
w erein the elder one must ^ve place to the younger one merely 
because she has become older.” 

/NT “Though the President 

heen elected for the fourth time he often acts Tsdth 
ctiUdlikemnocence which puts us all in great difficulty quite un- 
e^ecte y. . . . jjig action in Kashmir (courting imprisonment), 
h^ mterference in the Sikh elections to the Constituent Assembly, 
ms ^ress conference immediately after the AICC (repudiating the 
cabinet .Mission vertion) are aU acts of emotional intensity and it 
?ii stram on us to put matters right. But in spite of 

11 tiis innocent indiscretion he has unparaUeled enthusiasm and 
a burmng passion for freedom which make him restless and drive 
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him to a pitch of impatience ^vhen he forgets himself. All his actions 
are governed fay a supreme consideration of reaching the cherished 
goal wth electric speed.” 

The story of the future of the Indian States begins svith a 
note recorded by Nehru of a private talk with the Nawab of Bho- 
pal, then Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes, on 20 and 21 
April 194:6. During the talks, which lasted over six hours, Nehru, 
a former President of the All-India States Peoples’ Conference, 
gave an idea of the kind of federation that might be built up and 
of the changes required mthin the states to fit them into the 
national structure on an equal basis. He assured the Nawab that 
suitable provisions would be made even in regard to the smaller 
states, which might be merged in states unions or in neighbouring 
provinces, safeguarding their rulers’ “personal dignity and posiu'on.” 

It svas left to Sardar Patel as Minister of States to handle this 
delicate operation. Certain developments helped in achieving the 
objective of evolving a federation. The Deccan States were the 
first to form a union, and the Bikaner ruler was the first to an- 
nounce democratisation of his regime. The intrigues of the Poli- 
tical Department in Kathiawar were defeated, the stand of Tra- 
vancore for independence and the unresponsiveness of Mysore 
were overcome. 

Writing to H. S. Dasappa, a leader of the Mysore Congress, 
Patel said "no State can exist without the support of its people 
when there is no paramountcy to back them up or to protect 
them.’’ Encouraged by this, the Mysore legislature threw out all 
bills before it because, in the words of S. Nijalingappa, “the pre- 
sent Ministry has not the confidence of the legislature.’’ Develop- 
ments in Alwar, Gochtn, Rewa and Datia received the Sardar’s 
attention. 

The situation at the time was aptly summed up by Patel in 
a letter of 11 September 1946 to Sir B. L. Mitier, Dewan of 
Baroda: “At present we arc engaged in checkmating the moves 
of the Muslim League, which is engaged in upsetting all that has 
happened since the Cabinet delegation left. It is believed that 
some of the States are in sympathy with the Muslim League and 
would like to take advantage of the situation created by the with- 
drawal of the League from the Constituent Assembly to sabotage 
the whole scheme.” 

The volume prepares the reader for Che drama to be unfolded 
by the Mountbatten plan for the partition of the country. 
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On page 149, Volume I of Sardar Patel’s Correspondence — 
1945-50, the Parthasarthi referred to is not G. Parthasarthi, son 
of Shri Gopalaswami A^'^'angar, now Vice-Chancellor, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University as stated, but is the late Shri C. Parthasartlii, 
a close relative who was then Shri Gopalas^vami Ayyangar’s 
Private Secretary. The error is regretted. Consequently the 
reference to G. Parthasarthi in the Index (Page 391) should be 
deleted. 

2, Tolstoy Lane 
New Delhi-I 
9 August 1972 


Durga Das 
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19 March 1946 

My dear Gin,‘ 

The elections will soon be over and the question of leader- 
ship will again occupy a prominent place in South India. RajaJP 
[G. Rajagopalachari] has withdraw™ and evidently there has been a 
vacuum. The Governor will want to call whoever happens to be the 
Leader and we must decide quickly. The Parliamentary Delegation is 
coming and Rajaji’s keen intellect and experienced guidance would 
have been of immense help on this occasion. The Congress will 
miss this, no doubt partly due to his faults, but nonetheless also 
due to political intrigues for leadership and also to some extent 
to short-sightedness and blind prejudice. It is a pity that at a criti- 
cal juncture South India could not rise above petty-mindedness 
and blind prejudice. However, as there is no atmosphere for fair 
hearing of tlie other side, it is futile to discuss this matter. The 
question now for you all is to consider who is going to be the 
Leader and, whoever becomes the Leader, whether such a Leader 
will be able to command general conBdence of all the three [Con- 
gress] provinces in Madras Presidency and whether he will be able 

1 President of India since August 1969; gained pramincnce as President, Ail- 
India Railwaymen's Federation and All-India Trade Union Congress; member. 
Central Assembly, 1934-36; Minister of Labour, Industries, Cooperation and Com- 
merce, Madras, 1937; first High Commissioner to Ceylon, 1947-31; Union Minister 
of Labour, 1952-54; resigned because of policy differences with Nehru; became suc- 
cessively Gosfcmor of UP, Kerala and Mysore, 1957-67; elected Vice-President in 
1969 and succeeded Dr. Zakir Husain as President in May 1969 

^Joined Gandhi's satyagraha campaign and non-cooperation movement in 1920; 
General Secretary, Indian National Congress, 1921-22; member. Congress Working 
Committee, uninterruptedly until 1942; first Premier of Madras after 1937 elections; 
resigned from Congress in vtcw of differences over Muslim League’s claim to Pali- 
stan; assisted Gandhi in talks with Jinnah, 1944; member. Interim Government, 
194^7; Governor of West Bengal, 1947-48; acting Governor-General, June 1948- 
January 1950; Union Minister without Portfolio, July-December 1950; Minister of 
Home Affairs, 1950-51; Chief Minister of Madras, 1952-54; founded Swatantra Party 
in 1959 to challenge '’Leftist” policies of Congress 

1 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


to run the show with ability and integrity, so as not to bring any 
discredit to the great national organisation to which we all 
belong. Some of you must meet immediately and inform me as 
to who is going to be the choice. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri, MLA 
“Malathi” 

4 Giri Road 
Madras 
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19 March 1946 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj,* 

The elections %vill soon be over and the Governor will want 
to call the Leader of the Congress Assembly Party for the 
formation of a ministry. No time should be lost, therefore, in the 
selection of the Leader. I should like to know ^s'hether you have 
thought of this question and if so who is your choice. If you 
have not decided yet, some of you who count must meet imme- 
diately and let me know on ^vhom the choice is going to fall. I 
understand that the Governor had invited you and I presume that 
he must have called you to ascertain from you about the prospects 
of leadership. Please let me have your views as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
President, TNCC 
8 Narasingapuram St. 

Moimt Road 
Madras 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
25 March 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

YOUR PRESENCE lUGlILY NECESSARY FIRST IffiETING LEGISLATURE 
PARTY WHEN LEADER IS ELECTED, PLEASE ADJUST TOUR PROGRAMME. 
COUNTING CONCLUDES MARCHEND. 

GOPALAREDDl* 
EXMtNISTER NELLORE 
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25 March 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your telegram. I do not know why my pre- 
sence is required at the party meeting for appointing a Leader. 
The proper course would be for the leaders of the three provinces 
of Andhra, Tamil Nad and Kerala to put their heads together and 
come to some uniform decision. It is unfortunate that in the 
scramble Ibr power, there has been no unity and there is no leader 
who can command the confidence of all the groups. RajajTs 
absence has left a vacuum and there seems to be no one who can 
take his place. I would advise you to arrange a meeting of the 
leaders and discuss the question amongst yourselves and come to 
a unanimous decision. We are all very busy and we can hardly 
Spare time at present to attend meetings of Assembly parties for 
Such a purpose. It is the party’s business to elect its own Leader. 
We can only hope that Madras will not make a Sorry exhibition 


•Member, Andlu-a Pradesh Parliamentary Board; minister in Rajaji Cabinet 
in Madras, 1937-39; later Union Minister; presently Governor of Uttar Pradesh 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPOKDEXCE 


when the Cabinet Mission has come to India to discuss the ques- 
tion of transferring full responsibility. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. B. Gopala Reddi 

Ex-Minister 

NcUore 
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TELEGRAM 

4 April 1946 

Gopala Reddi 
NeUore 

COilE HERE FOR SETTLIXG PARTY LEADER’S ELECTION SOOXEST 
POSSIBIE, 

ABULKALAiCAZAD' VALLABHBHAI 
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TELEGRAM 


New Delhi 

4 April 1946 

(1) Elamaraj Congress, Madras 

(2) Rajagopalachari Thyagarayanagar Madras 

(3) Prakasam Thyagarayanagar J^Iadras 

COHE HERE FOR SETTLTXG PARTY LEADER’S ELECTIOX SOOXEFT 
POSSIBLE. 

ABULRALAMAZAD VALLABHBHAI 


I Leading Mmlira dhdae; jtauadi nadonaHst from days; Congress 

Prcadciifc, 1939-46; member, GA; Education Minister in 2sebru Cabinet 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
5 April 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbliai Patel 

Congress 

New Delhi 

RECEIVED YOUR WIRE. STARHNO ON SEVENTH. 

[t] PRAKASAM* 
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TELEGRAM 


Tenbasi 
5 April 1946 

Sardar Patel 
New Delhi 

KINDLY \VIll,E ME HERE IF YOU ARE PROCEEDING MADRAS THIS WEEK. 

RAJACOPALACHARI 
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TELEGRAM 


5 April 1946 

Rajagopalachari 

Gourtallam 

Tenkasi (South India) 

NOT GOING MADRAS BUT LEADING CONGRESS MEMBERS INCLUDINC 
YOU INVITED HERE FOR SETTLING PARTY LEADERSHIP. 

VALLABHBHAl 


I Consrejs leader known as “Lion of Andhra”; member, CA; Premier of Madras 
after rfectionj to I9i&; ftnt Chief MmisJcr of Andhra Staff 

5 



10 

TELEGRAM 


7 April 1946 


Sardar Patel 
New DcUii 

ARRI\’'ING MONTDAY TATARS PLANE FROM BOMBAY. 

RAJAGOPALACHARI 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
9 April 1946 

Sardar Patel 
New Delhi 

KAMARAJ PRAKASAM MADHAVA MENON^ STARTED TODAY FOR DELHI. 

TAMILNAD CONGRESS 
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New Delhi 
6 April 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have received your letter of the 2nd inst. and also another 
one without a date addressed from New Delhi. I understand you 
I^rfectly well. I have not misunderstood your position regarding 
t e e ection of Leader. Everybody is anxious to see that a proper 
selection is made but there seem to be enormous difBculties and 
^ e one man ^vho could run the show ^vdth eflSciency and integrity 
IS not hkely to be selected for various reasons. The Andhras have 
made a dead set against him. The Malabar people also seem to be 

Chairman, Calicut Munidpality, President, Kerala PCC; Minister, 

6 
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opposed and Tamil Nad is divided. The Andhras are united in 
opposition only but are divided amongst themselves in finding 
a substitute. We have called some of the leading Congressmen from 
the three provinces and if they come, we propose to enquire 
and give them our advice. More than that we cannot do. There is 
no doubt that we are very apprehensive of the shape of things to 
come in the absence of a good leader. However, that cannot be 
helped. I am not coming to Madras at present. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri, MLA 
Madras 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
18 April 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

TELEGRAPHED CONGRESS PRESIDENT MUSSOORIE QUOTE MADRAS 
CONGRESS LEGISLATURE PARTY MET TODAY. J88 OUT OF 196 
ATTENDED. YOUR MESSAGE ADVISING ELECT RAJAGOPALACHAKI LEADER 
AND SUBSEQUENT TELEGRAMS PLACED BEFORE PARTY. AFTER FULL 
DISCUSSION PARTY RECORDED INABILITY TO ACCEPT YOUR ADVICE 
BY 148 VOTES AGAINST 38 NEUTRALS 2. MEETING ADJOURNED 4 pM 
19 th for ELECTING LEADER UNQUOTE. 

PRAKASAM MADIIAVAMENON KAMARAJ GIRI CHAIRMAN MEETING 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
19 April 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

REFERRING OUR P/.RTY MEETING ADJOURNED FURTHER TIVO PM 
ZOTH FDR ELECTIO.V LEADER. 

PRAKASAM KAMARAJ MADIIAVAMENON GIRI 
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New Delhi 
20 April 1946 


My dear Giri, 

I received your joint telegrams of the 18th and 19th inst. 
yesterday and this morning respectively. I had no more advice 
to give, as responsible people there ^vere not in a mood to listen to 
our ad\dce. Maulana Sahib has gone to Mussoorie and he may 
deal ^vith your telegrams from there. All through this unfortunate 
controversy, I have ad\ised consistently that the election of the 
leader rests %vith the party, We can only give advice and it is for 
the party to accept or reject it. . If democracy chooses to go 
wong,^ it has a right to do so. In this case, it has grievously 
e^ed in not coming to a decision long ago. I had written to 
all the leaders of the province to meet together and come to 
some unanimous decision. They failed to do so, because of 
c ques and parties, as also due to personal prejudices amongst 
enn>el\es and there %vas no e\ddence of any wdder \dsion for the 
common good of the pro\dnce, much less of the countr)% I can 
understand them objection to Rajaji’s leadership, but I cannot 
understand their failure to come to a decision in due time and 
thus expose the Congress organisation to the kind of attacks and 
cnticism to which it has been subjected in [British] Parha- 
m^t,^ e proceedmgs of vrhich must have been seen by you all. 

' is the first instance in Congress history where responsible 
ngressmen have failed to respond to a reasonable appeal from 

.-i? ^ ^ leadership that was objected to, but 

y a wc disliked v/3.5 the motives ^vhich influenced all to combine 
in that opposition. 


Apart from the question of Rajaji’s leadership, another im- 
por n a vice was given to those 'who had come here, but that 
has been contemptuously disregarded, for ivhich there is no 
justification at all. Privately almost all of them had agreed that 
we were nght but openly they aU combined, after going there, in 
inrw”/ unanimous decision of rejecting that adrice. This is 
a very strange disclosure of mentality for which w'C w'cre 
given us a shock and we have great 
i nsipr^ or the future of your pro\ince, ’which mav result 
8 r ? - 
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in discrediting the Congress organisation as a whole. Let us 
hope that our apprehensions may prove to be unjustified. Your 
telegrams to me were unnecessary as all of them knew all through- 
out that my own attitude has been to throw the responsibility on 
the party in the event of refusal to listen to our advice. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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Neiv Delhi 
20 April 1946 

Rfy dear Madhava Menon, 

Your joint telegrams of the 18th and 19th were received 
yesterday and this morning respectively. I had no more advice 
to give, as you know my attitude all along has been that we do 
not want to impose leadership from above. The moment yon 
decided to refuse to accept our advice, our function ended. I 
had all along expected that none of you were in a mood to listen 
to reason. Your refusal to elect Rajaji as Leader was under- 
standable but the other advice which was given by Gandhiji and 
myself was in consonance with the attitude of almost all of you 
except one, and therefore your deliberate and unanimous deci- 
sion to disregard that advice has revealed a mentality for which 
we were not prepared. However, we live to learn and we have 
known much in this unfortunate episode. 

I had been pressing you all since a long time to come to a 
decision about the leader’s election but you failed to do so and 
we have been discredited all over the world, as you must have 
noticed from the recent proceedings of the [British] Parliament 
on this subject. Maulana Sahib is not here and he may deal with 
your telegrams direct. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt, Madhava 'Menon 
C/o TNCC 
Rladras 
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New Delhi 
21 April 1946 

My dear Madhava Menon, 

I have already witten to you yesterday and hence I have 
nothing more to add to what I have said in reply to your tele- 
gram of yesterday received this morning, except that I am 
thoroughly disgusted TOth the 'whole affair. It is extremely pain- 
ful to see the prestige and reputation of the Congress being assailed 
all round by those '^vho had made sacrifices and seciured over- 
whelming confidence of the people. Maulana Sahib is not here 
and I am not in touch Avith him ; othenvise I ^vould have stopped 
this disgraceful show 'without a moment’s delay. I have seen 
Shn Giri’s telegram also, which is not in accord "^vith yours. The 
Madras Mail and the Free Press have started a story ^vhich brings 
Gandhiji in this controversy in an imdesirable manner regarding 
Shri Prakasam’s affair and he has been compelled to publicly refer 
to his letter to hun,^ There is no wonder that there is a 
good deal of apprehension all round about the future of your 
province. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Madhava Menon 
Madras 


^VIth regard to a press report in wliich Mahatma Gandhi was reported to 
stated that tlic Madras Congress Legislature Party was free to elect any 

cadcr he had no objection to Mr. Prakasam or anvbody being elected 

uT he had said nothing of the kind to anybody 

m he had ''^Uen a private letter to Mr. Prakasam, which Mr. Prakasam \s-as at 
li^rty to publLsh and which should be read out to the persons concerned in case 
1946 Hindu, Madras, carried this report with dateline Delhi 20 April 

I’^hasa^, President of the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee, 
rrS-rrrd i * ^ ^ received the letter from Mahatma Gandhi 

to ,n the nets, agency despatch from Delhi. (The Hindu, Madras, 22 April 

10 
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New Delhi 
20 April 1946 

My dear Kaleswara Rao’, 

I have received your letter of the 16 th inst. Shri Prakasam’s 
popularity in the province is well kno^v^, His sacrifices and suf- 
fering all his life and his steadfast loyalty to the Congress have 
earned for him his popularity, but both Gandhiji and myself 
feel that in his own interest he should keep out of office at this 
juncture. We had given our advice to those who came here also 
but whether this advice will be listened to or not, we expected 
that at least Shri Prakasam would not go against our advice. So 
far as the opposition to Rajaji is concerned, we knew about it 
and it is understandable. The election of the Leader must have 
now been over and let us hope that this controversy will end. 
People learn by experience. This is the first time in which 
adrice from the top has been rejected lightheartedly. Future wU 
show how ^v^ong were those who did so. Of course if Shri Giri 
is elected, there can be no objection to it and we w'll all be 
happy to hear about it, but I doubt whether they will do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri A. Kaleswara Rao, MLA 
10 Natesa Iyer St, 

Madras 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
20 April 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAJU RECEIVED FROM CONGRESS PRESIDENT ^UOTE 
YOUR TELEGRAM. PARTY MAY SELECT MORE THAN ONE PERSON FOR 
* Congress leader of Andhra Rradesh 

11 
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'LEABZPSmP AXD SEXD ME FOR SELECTIOX OUT OP TEEM. AEUL 
KALAir AZAD UXQUOTE. THE rOLLO'^**TXG TELEG?A3£ 15 BEING SENT 
BT :££ TO PPwE^IDENT QUOTE YOUPw TEIXGPwAM PwEGAPvDING ELECTION 
OF PANEL FOR LEADE?.5HrP ViA^S PLACED BEFORE TODAY^S ADJOURNED 
MEETING Or CONGRESS Pe^latUTC] PAR.TY Vi’HEN CERTAIN POINTS 
Vt’ERS PwAJSED FOR CLAPJEiaATION. THE BTETlCXiLTIES POINTED OUT 
APwE FIP^rLT THAT THE PARTY CON 51iiLii ON PwEQUIPES ELECTION 
BY PARTY MEi£BE?3 THEiI5EL\TS OF ONE LEADER^ SECONDLY AND 

mope: BipORTArrr fp^om constii c iionax point of tte\y is that 

U:n5ER THE INSTPwUMENT OF n^’STRUCIIONS TO GOVERNORS THE 
LEADER ^raOM THE GOVEPJKOK XNATTES TO CONSTITUTE THE MTHFniT’ 
13 ONE 'VNHO IS ELECTED AS SUCH BY THE ILAJOPJTY PARITY 
ViTIEPEAS TEE LEADER THAT YOU CONGRESS PRESIDE^rr WOULD 
Fn>ALLY SELECT FROM OUT OF A PANEL CANNOT BE SAID TO BE THE 
lEADER. ELECTED BT" THE PARTY AS CONTESIPLATED ABOVE- 
HENCE THE GO%EPwNOR ILAY NOT RECOGNISE THE PERSON TO EE 
SELECTED EA" A"OU THUS UrvOLATNG A GRAA’E CONSmUTTONAL 
TP^OUBLE AND FURTHER PR.OLONGATTON OF SECTION 93 P.ULE AI>T) 
THIRDLY SOME iSEMBEPE EXPRESSED THEIR DISAPPOINTMENT THAT 
imiBERS ARE NOT BEING AIXOVrED TO ELECT THZm 0%*."N lEADER 
THEMSELAES ESPECLALLA" AFTER YOUR PRIOR DmECTXON THAT 
CASE 'FOUR PECOMilENDATTON OF PAJAJI IS NOT ACCEPTED BY THE 
PARTY IT 15 FREE TO ELECT A LEADEP. ON ITS PESPONStBILFTi. 

IN ATFT.V OF THE ABOv’E I REQUEST YOU TO EE PLEASED TO CLAPJTA" 
V.HETHER SUBMISSION OF MOPE THAN OI^rE NAilE FOP. LEADEPEHI? 
TO A'OC 13 STILL OBLIGATOPEA PLEASE PEPLAA URGENT MEETING 
ADJOLUUED TO FOUP. P.M TOMORP.OVr TvVTNTYFIPET UNQUOTE. 

V, V. GIPJ CHAIRMAN PARTY ifEETUCG THYAGAPwAA'A-LAGAR 

ilADPJ^^ 




Nev/ Delhi 
21 Apnl 1940 

^^y d'^r Gin, 

,, J your Icicgram of yesterday this morning- I have 

to add^ to v.-nat I have v.Titten in mv letter of yesterday, 
%%yaca must have readied you, cjiccpt * that I thoroughly 
Cisa.ppro’.-c of vdiat is lieing done about tills -vs-holc affair by 
-•1 e.,ds. Oiaulana Sahib is not here and I cannot come m 
c....t-.Cv v.un him nor can I ris'c any instructions in this affa!’’? 
as n may create further ccmplicaticns if I ivcrc to do so free’' 
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this place. I have received a telegram from Madliava Mcnon 
and Kamaraj today simultaneously xvith yours, which talces a 
different stand from yours. It is all a painful affair, We have 
been behaving like petty-minded, irresponsible people, and are 
influenced by party cliques and personal prejudices at a critical 
juncture when wc should have set better examples. 

I do not propose to answer any of the constitutional questions 
and objections raised in your telegram. The Congress has already 
lost its prestige in the South and it now brings the central orga- 
nisation into contempt and ridicule, but as I liavc already stated, 

I do not wish to say anything more. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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Madras 
21 April 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM SENT TO THE CONGRESS PRESIDENT qUOTE 
LEGISLATURE PAllTY MET AGAIN TfllS AFTERNOON GIRI PRESIDING. 
YOUR telegram asking ELECTION MORE THAN ONE FOR SELECTION 
BY YOU AS LEADER READ. MAJORITY PREPARED TO ELECT PANEL AS 
SUGGESTED. BUT DILATORY TACTICS RESORTED AND POINTS OF ORDER 
RAISED BY ONE SMALL SECTION. PRESIDING CIIAIRSIAN NOT GIVING 
RULING ADJOURNED THE MEETING TILL TOMORROW FOUR PM. WE 
WANTED TO MOVE THIS RESOLUTION SUBQ^UOTE READ TELEGRAM DATED 
NINETEENTH FROM THE CONGRESS PRESIDENT THAT THE PARTY MAY 
SELECT MORE THAN ONE PERSON FOR LEADERSHIP AND SEND IT TO 
HIM FOR SELECTION OUT OF THEM. RESOLVED TO ELECT A PANEL 
OF TWO FOR leadership AND FORWARD THE SAME BY TELECRASI 
TO THE CONGRESS PRESIDENT UNSUBQ,UOTE, BUT WAS NOT ALLOIVED. 
RESOLUTION ALSO COMMANDED MAJORTTY SUPPORT. CHAIRMAN 
ANNOUNCED REFERENCE TO YOU POINT OF ORDER RAISED. PLEASE 
DIRECT CHAIRMAN V V GIRI TJIYAGARAYANAGAR OURSELVES AND 
PARTY UNQpOTE. 


kamaraj JUDHAVA MENON 
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Madias 

2i April 19 ^ 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Ne\s' Delhi 

TODATS EDITIOSS O? MADRAS JIAIL ASH FREE PRESS EA%'S 

PUBLISHED irEA',’ DELHI ilESSAGE THAT JLAHATUA GASTIHI HAS 1^0 
OBJECnOX TO PRASASAH OR AXYEODY ELSE BEEIG ELECTED IHAPER 
AX'D THAT MADRAS LEGISLATUP^ CONGRESS PARTY IS FREE TO EIECT 
ANY LEADEP. IT LIKES. THIS XEV.*S IS GP.HATLY APPRECLATED AS TI 
PUTS -AX EXD TO THE UXFOP.TUXATE DIFFEP.EXCE OF OFEUO^' 
BET^SHEX COXGPJESS HIGH COSIMAXD .AXD LOHAL LEGISLATORS ASD 
1 HOPE YOU V.TLL IMPLEHEXT IT IX YOUR PXPLY TO TELEGPAH 
SEXT TODAY BY GIPX PLEASE ALLOVr' FP-EE CHOICE OF lEADEPEHI? 
TO MADRAS LEGISIATOPE AilD AVOID COXSTITCTIOXAL COKPUCATIOXS 
AXD FURTHER UXXSCESSAP.Y DISPUTE %',TTH LOCAL LEGISLATOP.S. 

ADITYAX CEXTRAL iSA. 
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TFXEGRAM 


:Madra5 
22 April 19 ^ 

Sardar VaUabhbhai 
Delhi 

tha:;ks. xihetdcg you earuy. 
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Afadras 
23 April 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Delhi 

GOVERNOR INVITED ME TO MEET AT 3 PM TODAY. MET HIM. HE 
ASKED ME TO FORM MINISTRY AND PROPOSE THE NAMES OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE CABINET. I REPUED THAT I SHOULD CONSULT 
LEADERS OF OTHER IMPORTANT CROUPS IN THE LEGISLATURE AND 
CONGRESS HIGH COMMAND BEFORE I COULD GIVE THE NAMES. 
HE WANTED THE LIST BY SATURDAY, I ASKED HIM TO FIX MONDAY 
29tII FOR PRESENTING THE LIST. HE FIXED 30TH FOR SWEARING IN 
OF THE MEMBERS SO THAT EXTENSION OF SEC. 93 IS AVOIDED. 
CONSULTING NADAR WENON VAIDYANATHAIYER AND OTHER FRIENDS 
TONIGHT. PLEASE ^VIRE ADVICE, 

PRAKASAM 
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TELEGRAM 

25 April 1946 

Prakasam 

Congress 

Madras 

YOUR CONFLIGTINO TELEGRAMS OF TWENTYSECOND AND 
TWENTYTHIRD RECEIVED. SINCE OUR ADVICE DELIBERATELY 
DISREGARDED I HAVE NO FURTHER ADVICE TO GIVE AND NO MORE 
REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE HERE. 

VALLABHBHAI 


15 
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TELEGRAil 

ifadras 
26 April 1946 

Sardar Vallablibhai Patel 
New Delhi 

VJECErKTJy YOUR. TEIXGRAM DATED 25tH. I GA\^ YOU XO TELEGRAM 
OX THE 22XD. my TELEGRAil OX THE 'nS’EXTYTHTRD RELATED TO 
MY IXTERATEVr sNTTK GO\TRXOPv. HOPE THIS CLEARS DOUBT. 

praeasam 
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New Delhi 
27 April 1946 

Prakasam 

Congress 

Madras 

Y^OUR. TELEGRAil TOTXTYSISTH STATIXG Y’OU GA^T XO TELEGRAM 
OX T\%’EXTYSECOXD ASLAZIXG. QUOTIXG BELO^V Y’OURS T"^%EXTYSECOXO 
QUOTE 3LAXY THAXRS MEETIXG Y-QU EAPJ-.Y' UXQUOTE. 

VALLABH3HAI 


28 

EXTRACTS 

8 Xarasingapuram Street 
Madras 

25 Ap^ 

Dear Sardaiju 

May I recount -.vhat happened? On the 9th night zt 
Gandhiji^s hut he talked to us generally and to Shri Prakasao is 
pai iicular. jZ)n the 1 0th night Gandhiji particularly sent for nte 
and Shri Kamaraj and talked to us at length. He^adsdsed vs 
16 
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have Rajaji as our Leader and when we expressed our difficulty, 
he definitely advised us not to have Shri Prakasam, giving 
us his reasons and further advised us to have Dr. Pattabhi.* We 
told him, and subsequently recounted to you the next day, that 
Dr. Pattabhi could be got through the Party only wth the co- 
operation of Rajaji’s group there. 

On the 1 1th evening we came to you and after waiting there 
for about tsvo hours you advised us to go to Maulana Sahib to 
take instruction from him. At his residence on the 1 Ith night 
Maulana Sahib told us that his advice is that the Madras party 
should take Rajaji and his team including Shri Prakasam, and he 
asked us to take that as his message to Uic party saying that that 
is also the advice of Bapuji and yourself. This was at variance 
witli Gandhiji’s advice the previous day to have Dr. Pattabhi as 
our Leader. And when Nfaulana Sahib told us definitely that his 
message that Rajaji and his old team including Shri Prakasam 
should be tlic Cabinet, had your approval and that of Gandhiji, 
wc naturally took that as your last advice. As Maulana’s telegram 
conveying the message to the party meeting was slightly at variance 
with his oral message, he definitely wired to us that his advice is 
to elect Rajaji as Leader and that Bapuji and yourself agree in that 
view. You will kindly therefore realise that contradictory advice 
was given to us. 

As Bapu had definitely advised us against having Shri Prakasam 
as our Leader wc tried our best with Shri Prakasam to agree to stand 
back. As he obstinately refused, in view of the definite advice of 
Bapu not to have him as our Leader, we persuaded Shri Muthuranga 
Mudaliar^ to stand so that we may at least avoid Shri Prakasam 
though we could not have Dr. Pattabhi, and thus act at least 
up to that extent according to Bapu’s advice. But the result was 
unexpected as Rajaji’s group numbering 29 remained neutral. 
The Andhras, solidly 72 in number, voted for Shri Prakasam and 
with some stray votes he got 82, and Shri Muthuranga Mudaliar 
only 69, the Tamil group minus Rajaji’s group and the Kerala group 
voting for Mudaliar. The circumstances being as stated above, 

I feel that we do not deserve all that you have said in your letters. 

Yours sincerely, 

K. Madhava Menon 

IDr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya: Congress leader of Andhra; joined party in 1916; 
member, AIGC and Congress ^Vorking Committee; Congress President, Jaipur 
leasion, 1948-50; President, All-India States Peoples' Conference 1936 and again 
1946-48; member, CA, 1946-50; last assignment Governor of Madhya Pradesh 

a A veteran Congress leader of Madras 

s.c.-iir-2 
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New Delhi 
30 April 1946 

My dear Madhava Menon, 

I have received your letter of 25 April. I have seen the ac- 
count given by you of your party meeting in your letter. 

I did not know that Rajaji’s group remained neutral. But 
I am not surprised, because the two groups of Tamil Nad are 
evidently working at cross purposes and therefore neither of them 
was prepared to support each other’s nominee. The alternative, 
however bad, did not, in their opinion, matter much. 

As the Leader elected by the party has already formed his 
Cabinet, it is useless to carry on this controversy further. The 
expected has happened. Ever since Shri Kamaraj Nadar and you 
came in contact %vith me I have placed before you in no un- 
certain terms the alternative and although you had expected that 
there were other alternatives, my prediction has been proved to 
be true and you have now to face the consequence. 

For the time being, we shall wait and watch. Nobody 'riU 
be more glad than ourselves if the ministry brings credit to the 
Congress and does good service to the province. But we shall 
never conceal our apprehensions and we do not propose to 
abdicate our functions in case things go wong. The pledge on 
which the candidates were selected and on the strength of which 
[they] were eventually returned by the electorate gives us ample 
authority of control but we have thought fit not to exercise it at 
present for various reasons, which need not be stated here. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri K. Madhava Menon 
Madras 
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New Delhi 
30 April 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have your letters of the 23rd, 24th and 26th inst. I have 
seen Shri Prakasam’s amazing interpretation of our attitude. I* 
18 
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that is your N'icw also, it is unnecessary to say anything to you 
or to all of you, who have adopted that attitude. 

IVe have seen tlie formation of the ministry in the Press and 
you have all decided to go your own way. It would be a fraud 
on the public to lead them to believe that what is being done by 
the party is being endorsed or acquiesced in by us. It would be 
also wrong to assume that we have abdicated our functions and 
that we will allow things to go svrong or to let the party have its 
o^vn way in everything. At present we have decided to wait and 
watch and to allow the party to go its own way but when the 
limit is reached and our responsibilities arc aifected by any 
action that is being done there, we wIU not hesitate to take 
adequate action. It must not be forgotten that the Assembly 
members of the party have given a definite pledge individuaiiy on 
the strength of which they have been selected by the Board and 
returned by the electorate. It has already been violated to a 
certain extent. Perhaps its implications are not properly realised 
over there and we do not wish to enforce our will in the present 
conditions, as it is likely to be misunderstood. 

You said in your letter that if I had come there, things 
would have taken a dlfTcrcnt turn. I have my own views on the 
question and I know more than you do about the inner ivorking 
of the party, groups, cliques and individual ambitions very well. 
We hope that future working may prove us to be in the -wrong 
and if your party and the ministry bring credit to the Congress, 
we shall indeed be very glad. We cannot conceal our apprehen- 
sions and therefore I have written tliis letter to you. 

I have received your letter of the 25th inst. also. I do not 
attach any importance to the discrepancy or the difference between 
your telegram and that of Shri Madhava Menon and Kamaraj 
Nadar. 

Yours sincerely, 
Valiabhbhai Patel 

Shri V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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Camp Chadwick, 
Summer Hill, 
Simla W 
13 May 1946 


My dear Rajaji, 

I have received your letter of the 6th inst. today. I have 
received numerous complaints about the election of delegates 
in Andhra and Tamil Nad. But I do not know whether anything 
effective can be done to check tlic evils referred to in your letter. 


You suggest that the Working Committee should pass a resc^ 
lution preventing Congress organisations from setting up candi- 
dates for election to local bodies. That can be done if a proper 
representation is made by some responsible Congressman.^ I 
not want to use your letter for that purpose. We are meeting m 
the \Vorking Committee on the 17tli inst. If you can ask some 
responsible Congressman to send a representation, we can certainly 
adopt the course you have suggested. 

It is said that Congress name is being dragged in the mud and 
its reputation is being jeopardised. But you know tliat there has 
been a revolt in the South and we have not thought of any 
to meet with the situation as yet. It is not an easy matter. Demo- 
cratic organisations can work only ^vdth the willing co-operation of 
the people. It is unfortunate that there is no other personality there 
to assert his \sill and put the Congress organisation on the 
right path. 

\Ve are going down to Delhi tomorrow. You the result. 

The conference has ended, as was expected, in failure. But the next 
stage ^vill begin now and if that results in the successful formation 
of a good Interim Government, things may go on right path. 

Hope you are doing ^vell. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 


Shn G. Rajagopalachari 
60, BazuUuUah Road 
T. Nagar 
Madras 
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New Delhi 

17 Afajr me 


My dear Rajaji, 

I Im-c received a copy of your letter dated 10 May addressed 
to Maulana Saliib. I have already written to you suggesting that a 
representation to that effect may be sent by a responsible Con- 
gressman from your province to the "Working Committee. I do 
not think that you should take the initiative in the matter as it 
is likely to create more ilhwill against you. However, if no such 
representation is received, the committee may consider your letter 
as a representation in this matter. You have attached copies of 
complaints from v-arious people about the elections but in those 
complaints llierc is no mention of any suggestion to stop putting 
up candidates in local bodies on the Congress ticket. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhhhat Patel 

Shri C. Rajagopala chari 
Madras 
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29 May 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

I have not heard from you for a long time. I hear that your 
son was very ill and you ran up to Salem to bring him to Madras 
with you for treatment. I hope he is all right now. 

I am sorry 1 have not been able to persuade my colleagues in the 
Working Committee to accept your advice about elections to the 
local bodies on the Congress ticket in Madras. We have come back 
in the interval, as Mr. [M.A.] Jinnah* was unable to come to a 
decision without consulting his Council. He has called his Council’s 
meeting on the 5th at Delhi, and probably we will have to return 
to Delhi about that time, when perhaps I may be able to get 
through your proposal in the Working Committee. 

tPrcjidcnt, AU-India Muslim Lcafu« and first Governor-General of Pakistan 

21 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 

I am enclosing hcrewth copy of a letter from Shri Kamaraj 
and my reply to him concerning the accounts regarding the 
contribution from the Centre. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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In Train to Courtallam 
Tenkasi 
Tinnevelly 
5 June 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

The enclosed cutting is a report of the proceedings of a con- 
ference at ^s’hich Kamaraj Nadar took a leading part. 

They have adopted a resolution that the Congress should not 
take part in the local board elections. So he also agrees. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Rajagopalachari 

PS. 

I hope you %vill not let the British Delegation go back bro- 
ken, but ■win somehow manage to get something concrete. 

C.R. 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACT 

The conference passed resolutions urging temple entry for Harijan^ anti 
the enforcement of the Shop Assistants’ Act in the pros-ince. The conference 
requested the Tamil Nad Congress Committee not to set up candidates on the 
Congress ticket for local board elections. Government was requested to en- 
quire into the dispute betiveen the rival groups of workers of Papanasam hliD^ 
and take steps to end the frequent clashes between workers. 

Indian Espress, 3 June 1945 
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New Delhi 
16 May 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have received your letter of 13 May acknowledging receipt 
of my letter of 30 April. Tliat letter was received by you on 
the Gth and you attribute the delay to the censor’s scrutiny. I 
do not know whether Ministers' letters are to be censored and 
whether you arc still Imng under the AdWsers’ regime. It is a 
strange thing to hear, 

I am enclosing hcrcudth a Press cutting firom which I find that 
the Madras nominations to the Upper House contain names which 
arc not such as could ha\'e been recommended by a Congress 
Ministry. I should like to know whether the nominations have 
been made on the recommendation of tlie Jfinistry or whether 
these arc nominations made by the Governor disregarding the 
advice of the Ministry. Please send me full details about this affair. 

There is much to say about what has been done by the Madras 
Assembly Party and the tremendous damage done to the general 
cause of the Congress at a critical juncture in the country’s history. 
But I will not say anything at present. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Mr. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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New Delhi 
26 May 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I spoke to you about the letter 1 had svritten to you re: the 
nominations to the Lcgislativ^e Council in Madras. lam awaiting 
your reply. You may inform your colleagues that it is a serious 
matter and cannot be treated lightly. The reasons for nominations 
made in contravention of Congress principles must be explained. 

23 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


I am going to Bombay tomorrow. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Mr. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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Sudarsen Mahal 
Nellore 
2 May 1946 

My dear Shri Sardaiji, 

I am aware of the circumstances imder which the Congress 
High Command was univilling to give any advice to the Leader 
of the Madras Congress Legislature Party vith regard to the 
formation of the Madras Ministry. Yet I feel it my duty to 
bring the following to your notice and consideration. 

I was Minister in the late Congress hlinistry which resigned 
in October 1939 in obedience to the Congress resolution. Shri 
Rajagopalachari appreciated my is'ork and testified to my honesty 
and efficiency both in private and in public. I had participated 
both in the 1940 and 1942 struggles and undenvent long terms of 
impmonment I ser\-ed as a member of the Andhra Pro%dndal 
Parliamentary Board w'hich functioned recently for selecting 
candidates to the Assembly and Coundl. I am not a member of 
the IVorking Committee of the Andhra PCC. 

Mr. T. Prakasam excluded me fi-om his Cabinet contrary to 
t e usual Congress policy in other pro\dnces %vhere old Ministers 
%vere restored to their places. 

As you are the ultimate custodian of the rights and prinleges 
ot Congress members I bring this to your notice and you may deddc 
the matter as you deem fit, 

I am sorry to trouble you on a personal matter like this when 
y ou L^rcj^ in the midst of momentous discussions. But a matter of 
policy’ IS involved in the issue raised. 

^Vith best regards, 

Yours sincercly»_ 

B. Gopala Rcddi 
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Catnp Chadwick 
Simla W 
8 May 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 2nd inst. You know that 
the Congress Assembly Party in the Madras Presidency has deli- 
berately disregarded our advice and those ^vho have done so 
have, in fact, violated the spirit of the pledge given by them at 
the time of selection as Congress candidates. The other provinces 
have all accepted our advice and observed Congress discipline. 
Andhra province has combined and thought fit to challenge 
the authority of the Centre. Under the circumstances we have 
decided to wait for some time and see how they intend to maintain 
their relation with the Central organisation. 

We do not propose to advise them any more or interfere in 
their affairs for some time. If the Ministry brings credit to the 
Congress organisation, nobody will be more glad than ourselves. 
But if things go \vrong and their syorking brings discredit to the 
Congress, we shall not fail to take strong action. For the present, 

I can only say that I can do nothing to help you for the wong 
done to you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri B. Gopala Reddi 
Nellore 
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Camp Cliadwick 
Simla W 
9 May 1946 

My dear Kalesivara Rao, 

I have received your letter of the 5th inst. Tlie Andhra 
members of the Assembly have thought fit to violate the spirit of 
the pledge tliey had giv'cn at tf:e time of selection as Congress 

25 
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I understand why, if my information is correct, a gentleman who 
was removed from the Serrants of India Society for defalcation is 
accepted as Congress nominee. There is a lady ivho has been 
nominated, about whom I have heard complaints which require 
consideration. But I am surprised that no protest has been raised 
in Uie part)'. As I have no detailed information about tlicsc 
nominations, I am au-aiting a report. If you have got any, you 
may also send it to me. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri A. Kalesivara R.-io, MLA 
Madras 
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6 June J946 

My dear GIri, 

It is very strange that in the matter of the nominations tliat 
ha\’c been made by the Madras Government to the Legislative 
Council, I have not been able to obtain information asked for 
by me in my letter of 16 May. It should not be difficult to gise 
me this information forth^th. The simple question is whether 
these nominations have been made by the Prime Xfinistcr or by 
him in consultation svath the ^linistiy^ or whether they have been 
made by the Gos'cmor ignoring the Minbtry altogether or whether 
he has done so rejecting the recommendations of the Ministry. 
Tim is not a matter which can be lightly treated. It involves 
serious principles and these nominations are entirely at variance 
with tlte policy of the Congress, It is therefore necessary that you 
should give me this information before we consider this question 
in the 4Vorking Committee at Delhi. You must have asked the 
Prime Minister about it and I do not see why there should 
be so much delay in sending me the information. I am going to 
Delhi tomorrow and I shall await your reply by return of post. 

I'ours sincerely, 
\'^allabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Mr. V. V. GW 

Madras 

PS. 

I hav'c been informed that in the party meeting Shri Frakasam 
was asked about tliis [and he said] that they were the Governor’s 
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choice and he had no power in this matter. I %\dsh to know 
whether this is true, I hesitate to believe this story, as you told 
me at Delhi when met on the last occasion that the Governor 
had nothing to do with these nominations and he was not interested 
at all. 
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Camp Fort St. George 
5 June 1946 

My dear Chief, 

On the matter of nominations, the Prime Minister made a 
statement in this behalf before an unofficial meeting of the 
Ministers today. 

He stated that except in the case of one of the nominated 
members, \nz., Mr. P. R. K. Sarma, the rest were all appointed 
by the Governor himself and that he was not consulted vith regard 
to them and that what actually took place '^vas as follows. The 
previous Governor had discussed some of the names with the 
Prime Minister before he left and said that the matter was not 
closed; but soon after that Governor left and the new Governor 
came in, the latter announced the nominations, obviously as ha\*ing 
been made by his predecessor. This \\’as done without further 
consultation with the Prime Minister and the announcement 
made when he was on tour at Bez^vada. 

Yours sincerely, 

V. V. Giri 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Nc\s’ Delhi 
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New Delhi 
12 June 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have received your letter of the 5th inst. It is surprising 
that all nominations were made by the Governor and the Prime 
Minister was not consulted at all. Tlierc is a lacuna in vour letter 
explaining tliis matter. The nc%v Governor, according to your 
letter, announced the normnations obriously as having been 
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made by his predecessor ^vithout any further consultation with the 
Prime Minister. But this does not explain whether any consulta- 
tion was necessary. As the new Governor was led to believe that 
all necessary consultation was completed by his predecessor and 
as the formal announcement was to be made by him, he com- 
pleted the formality by making the announcement. To me, all 
this seems to be thoroughly unsatisfactory and I am surprised 
tliat such important questions have been handled in this manner. 
I do not know whether the party was satished m'th this expla- 
nation but this has certainly discredited the Congress organisation. 
It seems nothing would have been known about this matter if 
I had not asked for the information. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’bic Mr. V. V. Glri 
Madras 
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New Delhi 
12 June 1946 

My dear Prakasam, 

I am enclosing here^vith a copy of Shri Giri's letter dated 
5th inst. [See No. 42], from which it seems tliat the nominations 
in Madras to the Upper House were made by the new Governor 
without consulting you. The letter does not explain ^vhether any 
consultation was necessary or whether the necessary consultations 
were finished in the previous Governor’s time. In any case, I 
cannot understand how all these nominations could be made 
without your direct or indirect consent and if they were made 
by the Governor ignoring you, why should you have allowed 
such a thing to happen. This is the first assault on the consti- 
tutional rights and privileges of the Ministry and you should 
have resisted this encroachment upon your rights or the breach 
of understanding by tvhich this privilege ivas secured when wc 
agreed to form the ministries on the previous occasion. Please let 
me know whether consultation wth you by the previous Gover- 
nor on this matter svas completed and whether you had given 
anything in writing stating your viesv’S for or against these nomi- 
nations and whether you have recorded any protest against the 
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announcement. I wish to place this matter before the Working 
Committee and therefore please submit your report fully. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. Prakasam 

Prime Minister 

Madras 
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udiuax V-rriJia 


Bombay 2 
7 July 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

A V of yesterday together with the two enclosures was 

delivered to me yesterday in the meetins^ wu . u ^ 

wUh regard to the nombatioL T he® uSiotbe k 
Madras was this. i-egislative Council m 

hta “ °rr”r.tS: “■ss'tkr 

.0 the question of nominaSns to the clS rndk'’‘, 

a paper from his pocket on which the namec nf ^ 

been already written Takino- seven persons had 

wouldbeproksmgsku^akk^dEt™*'''^*'' 

at the very outset that the Congress partv^S°" T°' “u’® 

majority and he would in his discrebnn ^ ^ 

out of the nine names with a view to J propose seven 

non-Congress persons or interests to some 

one after another and asked tt.,1 ^ names 

names Then I suggested the Sme^of^P 

r S»n^s; tV^mighT^ " ~ 

another occasion. All these were done i'a rninmes" 

names read oufbj on the 

the statement made by the Governor 

to continue our discussion on the matte^VT 

for recording any protest acramcf u- * J-hcre was no occasion 

repudiate the convention. ^On t!l'' 

matter was one entirely in his di-!rrrat°*^^^^,. the 

names and that I might propose twn propose seven 

P opose two. Because he said the matter 
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was not closed then and that we would meet again to continue 
our discussion, there was no need or occasion to protest. The matter 
did not come up again before the old Governor before he left or 
before the new Governor within a few days after he assumed 
office. A few days later I left for Bezwada just for a day to hand 
over charge of the Andhra Provincial Congress Committee presi- 
dentship, While I was in Bezwada some one brought a newspaper 
and showed to me the news announcing the eight names for the 
Upper House. After I returned to Madras on the third day I told 
the new Governor what had happened. As the names had already 
been announced and he was not a party to what had happened 
before he came, nothing could be done by him or even by me. 

Some one in the Assembly raised a question asking who made 
the nominations. The Secretariat office suggested a reply to dis- 
allow the question on tlie ground that it was a matter entirely 
in the discretion of the Governor. On that file I wrote that the 
question should not be disallowed because of the convention 
entered into in 1937 before we accepted office. Then I wrote on 
the flic as a reply to the question what I had stated above. 

This is the history of the nominations about which you wanted 
information. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. Frakasam 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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10 July 1946 

My dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter of the 7th inst. 

The whole matter seems to me to be very badly handled. 
When the Governor said that he svould, in his discretion, like to 
propose seven out of the nine names, svith a vieiv to give re- 
presentation to non-Congress persons, you should have protested 
immediately and asserted your claim to give advice regarding 
nominations, which he was bound to accept, according to the 
convention. The Governor has no right to provide for re- 
presentation to non-Congress persons. He has nothing to do 
until political parties. He is entitled to see that minority inte- 
rests are represented, but to meddle with political interests and 
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parties is beyond his scope. Apart from that, when India is soon 
going to be free, the Governor has to exerdse his ov.m discretion 
consistent vdth the coining freedom. 'When he read out seven 
names, then you should have said that you were going to propose 
all the names and that you were not going to accept his nomina- 
tions. ^STien you suggested the name of Shri P. K. Sarma, he 
naturally concluded that you have accepted his nominations, 
because he ashed you to suggest only two names, after reading the 
names of his 7 nonunces. \\Tien the names were read out to you, 
you must have seen that there were names of persons, who can 
never be accepted by the Gongr^ and it was for you to raise 
your objection at that time. It was all a sad business and we 
can do nothing in the matter now, as you say. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hotfblc Mr. T. Prahasam 

Prime 2vlinister 

Madras 
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3vladras 
3 July 1946 

My dear Chief, 

!Mr. N. Joshi' has v#Tittcn to me expressing his desire to 
stand fur the Constituent Assembly. I am sure you have knovm 
him for a suffidcntly long time. His capadn* and sincerity of 
purpose are beyond question, and his honesty in the cause of 
workers is appreciated throughout the countrv\ I shall feel very- 
happy if something can be done in this matter. 

Willi kindest regards. 

Yours verv' sinccrelv, 
V. V. Giri 

Sjt. Vallabhbhai Patel 
C/o Congref.s House 
Bombay 


rj ILO, 


ly^ru- 

f L'jt <J'‘cIrriCsi 


m 

It'. 


r.taihtr of body 
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7 July 1946 


My dear Giri, 

I have received your letter of the 3rd inst. I know Shri 
N. M. Joshi since many years. He has done very good service 
to Uie cause of labour and the country in his own way. But I 
do not think the Congress can take tlie risk of taking him in the 
Constituent Assembly. You know he is an open advocate of 
Pakistan, which is a matter of vital principle with the Congress. 
He has alwaj-s advocated acceptance of all the claims of the 
Muslim League without any question. He is able to accommodate 
himself with the Communists or perhaps he is a Communist, and 
therefore he had to leave the Servants of India Society. Amon^t 
the Communists also there are many able men but a golden knife 
cannot be used for committing suicide. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’bic Mr. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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Bezwada 

[Undated] 

My dear Sardarji, 

As you know, I was elected as the President of the Andhra 
Provincial Congress Committee while I was in England. I find 
that there was a keen contest between the partisans of Dr. Pattabhi 
who had been in office and the others, and the former were defeated 
by a heavy majority. 

They all feel that Dr. Pattabhi has developed settled prejudices 
against them and their co-workers. They are afraid that his advi« 
to you and the Congress Parliamentary Board and the VVC 
[Working Committee] regarding tlie PCG’s work and our WC s 
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s.c.-in.s 
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le^mmendatiom, is likely to be very much coloured by his 
unhappy feelings toivards them. ^ 

^0'^' Dr. Pattabhi 

the last 4s:!PmM^ friends during the selection time for 

tne last ASiembly general elections, 

immediately bS"^f Jve° me^r^nn °° 

Private and ?n ^d,-! ^ - “PPo^t^rnty to consult you in 

pnvate and m advance and obtain your vise counsel. 

As you must be knowine; bv now T o • t • 

close co-operation vith von and d ’ ^ amnous to vork in 

s^cngtheuV tvork utr- “otriLS^u&l 

Yours affectionately, 
N. G, Ranga* 




draft RESOLUTIOK 

IndlaaSo“l“ 

is fdt to be not in a nron- Board that Dr. Pattabhi 

recoamendations to the Central advise upon our provincial 

waom the presant tVG v.-as elected ^ ^ ^ members of the PCC by 
his nominees.” ^ those vho claimed to be 
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dear Ranga, ® 

accompanimats. together vith its 

credit to you or to vo^^t-^d ^ i anv 

asked for my adrice, I vonFd organisation. As vou have 

Today is pihap.- lal't S- of 

v.ffl bcfiesh Pentium Lai, There 

m=h a re^lunoa agamst a member o'f voup 
mare Mrm d.au good. You have L„ b-iL 
^ Started career ^ Vr.r^ ^ 
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organisation for several years enjoying a high position and status 
and you must learn to act ivith greater responsibility. As president 
of the provincial organisation you may be considered even fit to 
be a member of the Working Committee. In that case how would 
you like to have such a resolution passed against you? We must 
learn to be more charitable and to tolerate the difference of 
opinions of our colleagues. 

Your recommendation about the by-election was too late. 
There was hardly any time left for appeals and therefore we had 
received advance appeals in anticipation of your recommendation. 
As there ws very little time left, we sanctioned the nomination 
of Shri Nathumi Reddy early in the morning today and when I 
^vas in tlie Working Committee your note was received stating 
that you wanted to see me. I came home at about 12 o’clock. 
The matter was disposed of before you could see me, but it was 
your own fault, as your recommendation ought to have been 
sent much earlier. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Prof. N. G. Ranga, MLA (Central) 

President, Andhra PGG 
Camp Bombay 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
3 July 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

YOUR LETTER DATED 21 JUNE ^VAS DELIVERED ONLY YESTERDAY. 
JUNE TWELFTII LETTER NOT RECEIVED. MAKING ENQUIRIES. REACTION 
ON TIMES COMMENT IS THAT COMMENTATOR IVAS ILL INFORMED. REST 
IN PERSON. STARTING TOMORROW. 


T. PRAKASAM 
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Bombay 

,, 6 July 1946 

My dear Prakasam, 

qC vQi*r •' the 3 rd inst. and a copv 

the ime d^e ^ Postmaster General of 

^ I ^ ^ surpnse to me that the letter %vas mis- 

m. lener h rS- ^ 

on the On taesame day, I v.Tote a letter to Shri Giri 

him I ->7-1* p" ■ ’ V, appears to have been dulv received bv 

= “W of *' l«ter [Sei 


The Hon’ble Mr. T. Praliasam 
Prime hCnistcr of Madras 
Bombay 


Yours sincerely. 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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extract 




w ^ 

Naidu Street 
Madras 

Dear Sardatji, ^ 

Mad.ras %ras th-' prohibition. Yon remember that 

of the last resignation 

actually made\h-m* into taxation proposals and 

deficit that prohibition would lUv^ kt the SS 

suilvy .f a offSSu di^i;cdlf;S3f '■'■“'■M be 

from tncxr main purpose. cf these taxes 
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'incurs sincerelv, 
S. Varadachari 
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10 July 19 IG 

My dr.ir V.nrad.ichan, 

I liA\-c rrcri\Td youT letter cf t!»c -Ith intt I am aware that 
tlje afTiIn in Madra* arc in a hopelcsi mess but I am not dear 
as to what could !>r done to improve matters. If any action is 
talrn at^Insi the Madras Ministr)', there is a danger of causing 
injury to the general cause of the Congress and if no action h taken, 
there is aim a serious risk of the Congress being discredited. I am 
seriously thinking about it. 

Voti must have Inowm that Rajaji has been reinstalled in the 
Working Committee. Unfortunately his contribution to Uic pre- 
sent position in .^f.sd^as is not small and he alone can restore the 
old moral pesslrton of llic pros-jner, I sec no other person there 
svho can tK)hny esmte forwartj ssith confidence to t.ikc up the 
case. It cannot lx: done by comparatively smaller men. Rajaji can 
suggest what action ssnuld improsr matters. Voti may therefore 
meet lilm and disciiis ssith him the whole thing. I expect he svill 
put his heart into it and suggest remedies. 

Yours sincerely, 
Valhbhbhai Patel 

Shri N. S. Vamdachari, MLA 
Madras 
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Madras 
H August 1916 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I am glad to say that my son Ramu is better although his 
condition is sach that at any time the crisis may devrJop again. 

I had a talk with Sidhwa* on the way in the plane. He is 
also of opinion that Jamshed Mehta* is not good. He would 

• R. K, Sidhwi: Cfingreiiman of Sind; membtr of Provincial Legislative 
Asirmlitjr and later of Union Parliament 

IPresideni, Municipal Commitlee of Karachi 
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ceitaMy prefer [C. H.] Bhabha.i AU reports tend to this 
opmioii. 

T ^ received a letter finm Sir Stafford Cripps- from v.'hich 
1 quote belovr a relerant passage: 

j nev.a of Jinnah’s speech and action 

^N^etber shaU nov.- get the Constituent Assemblv soing or 

It tabes place, not lead to any stopping 
1 ^ by others. I still hope of course that the Muslims 

^aaj jom. m -'.■.'nen it comes to the tune.” 

^ You v.'ffl see from the above diat he at least en-idsat^ our 

i:Sa“ Tr’iS- in spit 

jSnfat it op« to these sections to 

jom K at any time and move for reconsideration. 

rest. his desk after a month’s 

to'feiSl' ^e'rSc?'"'' 

Yours sincerelv. 

G. Rajagopalachari 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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English does not matter. A good private secretary can function, and 
such business as we entrust to him can be done that way. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. Rajagopalachari 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Madras 
15 August 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Perhaps you may be able to solve the mystery in the enclosed 
cutting [not available]. Prakasam’s men are ivriting in the Press 
here vaguely that some appreciation or congratulations have come 
from the Congress President to the Prime Minister of Madras. 
But I cannot get any definite information. 

What is this stunt about the age qualification for presiding over 
the first business of the Constituent Assembly? Maybe Prakasam 
[is] the oldest man available 1 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Rajagopalachari 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
21 August 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

I have receiv'ed your three letters of the 1 5th and one of the 
previous date. I am glad Ramu is out of danger and is improving. 
Of course, he is of delicate health and wll require careful nursing. 

As usual, we are proceeding in a slow and unbusinesslike 
manner. "We should have finished our work much earlier, but 
you know some of our colleagues. ^Ve hope to finish our business 
today. Rajcn Babu' is leaving for Pilani this afternoon. 

I Dr. Rajendra Prasad; Congress leader from Bihar; close associate of Gandhi; 
lawyer of Patna High Court when he joined Gandhi’s satyagraha against British indigo 
planters in Champaran district, Bihar, 1917; twice President of Indian NaU'onal 
Congress; Minister for Food and Agriculture, Interim Government and in first 
Nehru Government al>er Independence; Chairman, Indian Constituent Assembly; 
first President of Indian Republic, 1950*62 
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a direct action with 

made to nav for tV ^ themselves and they must be 

ahowe?trb"eMe"t£^^^ ^ S— ntLnnot be 

is nofm^aSe?^*^ '^at if law and order 

trouble, there will ^b?Srtio“ gs^^h^^ ^ ^ 

than trouble Then- I’c ^ i been much more 

“e°;?“‘T-"'‘° otr? JachC!' •'■' 

-nope you are domg well. ^ 

Yours sincerely, 

Shri C. Rajagopalachari VaUabhbhai Patel 

Madras 
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My dear Sir C. R. Reddy >, August 1946 

was received by me ?oY°*A1 

same date has been received. * ° ^“closed article of the 

there have^\\en^^comid'embl^ ch^ 
has been invited to foZ t tntT' 

first time, the British Government T and for the 

League us proper place. tTcv ha. T *e MusUm 

bonafidesanditisnowfor ta toiTn? their 

inv ^PP'-'^cifte the facT Aat S d f But you 

the organisation of which I Im f him, I am defend- 

) u must have seen the resolution v humble soldier. 

^t Wardha and I diink vo^ • f Committee 

dent has shown great stato^m-, u- ^ that our Presi 

.ms U.U r^lSior kT. £5 '» ‘he occasionlL 



ELECTIONS TO CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 41 

I am glad you appreciate my attitude towards the Goa 
movement but your comparison about Kashmir is out of place. Goa 
today is a foreign sovereign State. Kashmir is a part of the British 
Indian Empire and the Maharaja is an Indian. Pandit Nehru has 
not started the movement in Kashmir and he wanted to go there 
to defend his comrade ivho svas being tried in his capacity as 
President of the All-India States Peoples’ Conference. The Congress 
as an organisation has kept out of this movement in Kashmir. 
^Vc have managed to case the situation by calling him back from 
Kashmir and arranging to send him there again to fulfil his mis- 
sion with the permission of the State. We hope to settle this ques- 
tion constitutionally and peacefully by negotiations. It is difficult 
to avoid sympathising with our people in the States, ^vhether tliey 
be in Kashmir or Hyderabad or at any other place, when a 
struggle is started by them on their own to improve their lot, 
which is indeed extremely miserable, 

Tlic non-co-operation of the Muslim League has commenced 
and they are observing this day as their ‘Direct Action Day’. The 
Congress, claiming to represent the vast majority of the people 
of India, cannot afibrd to be weak or to fail to shoulder the 
responsibility of taking charge of the Government of the country, 
in spite of all difficulties that may have to be faced. If the British 
Government and the Congress play the game well, I have no doubt 
that we shall sec India free sooner than many people imagine 
and neither the League nor any other group of people or interests, 
however strong or powerful, \vill be able to stop it. 

I thank you for your good wshes. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sir G. R. Reddy Kt. 

Fadma Prabhasa 
Chittoor 
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2 October 1946 

My dear Jawaharlal Nehru, 

Mr. Prakasam’s letter of 27 August addressed to you [See 
enclosure I] has been received by me this morning, as it must 
have been forwarded under your instructions. I have sent him a 
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[Sel^ enSu^ ^ enclosing a copy for your information 

Yours sincerely, 

n. T , V. J. Patel 

PL Jawaharlal Nehru 
Vice-President 
Interim Grovernment 


enclosure I 

Fort St. George 
Madras 

My dear Friend, 

ment -with you at its head TT, formation of the Interim Govern- 

I have never been in the hah> letter to anyone for publication, 

or otherwise, for advertisine ' addressed to me personal 

with the High Command, or anvb d °t supposed lost reputation 

cutting you sent had been taken ^ J^nown from svhich paper the 

province. Until you sent it I ^ paper from Madras 

my statement, I enclose hcrewit^r'^ In support of 

regarding what happened on the ^ ‘he local paper, The Hindu, 

trust you would sec through the truth Legislative Assembly I 

you sent. It was only when a falc#* f ^ ^ contents of the paper cutting 
Assembly that I came to know of ®ade on the floor of the 

request you to read the paper cuttinl T ^ "“'“^'^cted it straightasvay. I 
several complaints have been received^ 7T have said that 

Parhamentary Sub-Committee. It h h"f referred to the 

I e last several months of internal nnl'f^ P'^^P^r that you should do so. During 

had been several complaints and cm t province, there 

- ‘he aeroplanes on L part of /or 

they have not been referred r ' -‘h ‘h-I 

•"~«d. T,., I™ ^ 

m your letter that the matter relaUnc 7'"'' 
n Madr.a, seemed to you extraordinary U; ‘° Upp=r House 

«>raordinary and it struck mc^so n° '^hat happened 

mdy poml sought to be m.idc out in that ‘r“‘h- Tim 

m that connection against avhat I stated was 
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that I did not jump up immediately and record my protest. According to me 
the occasion for protest or arguing on the convention did not arise. The then 
Governor did not deny the convention altogether, as was done by some of the 
Governors recently in other prownecs. The Bihar Governor, according to the 
Press report of the proceedings and questions and answers by the Premier in 
the Bihar X^egislativc Assembly, made all the nominations to the Upper House, 
without even informing the Prime Minister. A similar thing with the Bom- 
bay Governor as well. But here in Madras, the Governor, without repudiating 
the convention, said that he would nominate some and that I might nomi- 
nate the others. At this stage, I would like to know whether any action has 
been taken against the Governors of Bombay and Bihar or other Governors 
who had repudiated the convention altogether. I trust you would agree with 
me that I should have this information for my future guidance. 

Referring to our Khadi scheme you have written that it is "odd.’* Jt is 
surprising that even you should write like that without verifying facts. When 
comments arc made on facts that do not exist, even in law, it does not come 
under "fair comment." You have been misled. May I request you to let me 
know the name of your informant? This is with reference to what you have 
said about a wholesale contract for the manufacture of charkhas being given to a 
single individual. Our Khadi scheme has not become final yet. No order for 
charkhas has been placed with one or more persons. All that our Provincial 
Textile Commissioner did was to make enquiries in different districts In Andhra, 
Tamil Nad, and in Malabar as to whether people Would supply charkhas if 
orders arc placed with them. It did not go beyond this and no order, 
whether big or small, has yet been placed with anyone. We have sent our 
Provincial Textile Corumissioner, Mr. Venkateswaran, I.C.S., and Shri T. V. 
Raghava Rao, Asst. Textile Gomniissfoner (KhadiJ to Sevagram on the 
invitation of Shri Shrikrishnadas Jajujec, to whom as also Mahatmaji our scheme 
has been submitted. A sample chariha has been taken by them for inspection 
and approval at Sevagram. You can see from these facts that the man who 
gave you the information meatloned by you in your letter is not speaking the 
truth at all. In this connection I may point out that the gentleman who told 
Sardar Vallabhbbai that all the nominations for the Upper House in Madras 
were made by me alone, also spoke anything but the truth. Sardarjt was good 
enough to give the name of the gentleman concerned to my friend V. V. 
Giri. Interesting correspondence passed between Sardarji and Giri at a time 
when Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was saying, even to outsiders, that he and 
the Congress High Command were non-co-operating with the Madras Govern- 
ment and the same thing was being published in the Press also. 

I have been always very anxious to keep in touch with the Parliamentary 
Committee and the AICC office to get as much help from them as possible 
and I shall be doing it always. 



44 


SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
PS. 


Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasam 


On the question of ‘conventm„’ t t. 

our present Governor in vhiVt, t, recently received a letter from 

reference to any nonkation to ‘convention’ with 

about this in detail later. House. I shall be ^mting to you 


T. Prakasam 


MiN^vTr 

i D THE CONGRESS HIGH COMMAND 

theMiS^^JTvoXTuntTtir^^^^ Mr. Abdul Salaam said 

and very recently Pandit Jawaharlal Congress High Command 

Prime Minister sa>-ing that the Mini appeared to have UTitten to the 

effectively propagate the Con information should be so organised 

the provinrial funds L5d boused f !° '^J^«her 

The Prime Minister- TH ^ °°“Sress ideologj-. 

of the facts before he speaks \Vharh^t™'’“' ®ttre 

Abdul Saw I dl . 

The Prime 

Referring to the work oP^fM 

Jti that when that office wa^^^r^^ the Prime .Minister 

H^e would begin to realise th!t “t started, the 

®<®bers of the House and people department most serviceable to all 

or" = '=■■« ^ trr.^r 

Press E* should not rush to con 1 every'- 

o™™;: rr 

Jmwharlal \Vi.r, ‘hem (Ministerst ^ ^ appeared m such 

■ «“• wu why h, ,p^„ >->■ *o 

had to contradict the Horn 
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Member then and there. In conclusion the Prime Minister hoped that the cut 
motion t>*ouId be withdrawn. 


ENCLOSURE II 

2 October 1916 

My dear Pralasam, 

Your letter of 27 August addressed to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has just 
been fonvarded to me. I wish it had been received earlier, at any rate before 
you left Delhi, in which case I would have talked to you about certain matters 
contained in that letter. 

With reference to para 2 of your letter, you knosv that my letter of enquiry 
from you about the manner in which the nominations in the Upper House in 
hladras were made remained unanswered for a long time. 

Tliere is apparent contradiction in your position with regard to these 
nominations. You seem to justify your position on the ground that similar 
things were done in Bihar and Bombay, and at the same time you admit that 
what happened was extraordinary and it also struck you so as svell. Let me 
remove your ignorance so far as Bombay is concerned. There was difference 
of opinion betsveen the Governor and the Bombay Ministry on this question, 
but eventually the Governor accepted the nominations of the Bombay 
Ministry. In Bihar evidently your precedent was followed, but apart from the 
question of nominations made by the Governor without reference to the 
Ministry or against the expressed will of the Ministry, the nominations in Madras 
were highly objectionable on other grounds, and it cannot be disputed that the 
Madras Ministry has shown unpardonable weakness in this matter. 

You know very well that we have taken no interest in the affairs of the 
Madras Ministry as our non-co-operation has been entirely due to your deli- 
berate refusal to be guided by us and also your assertions in private and pub- 
lic in so far as the Parliamentary Board was concerned were not in accordance 
with facts. My correspondence with Mr. Giri was purely in the nature of an 
enquiry about the nominations which cannot in any way be interpreted as co- 
operation, and I am surprised that you find that correspondence interesting 
and perhaps inconsistent with our attitude of non-co-operation. 

I regret I cannot accept your statement that you have always been very 
anxious to keep in touch with the Parliamentary Committee. As you have not 
done so from the time you assumed office as Prime Minister, we have neither 
received any report of the working of your Ministry, nor have vte been inform- 
ed of anything that is happening there. 

There have been comments in the past in the Times of India and other 
responsible Press about your keeping almost all the important portfolios with 
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you. These cuttings were sent to you, but no reply ivas forthcoming. As we 
have seen yo^ attitude from the beginning, we have not pressed further in this 
matter, but if things continue to be the same and complaints continue to pour 

m regarding the worKng of the Ministry from responsible quarters, we cannot 
artord to remain indifferent altogether. 


The Hon’ble T, Prakasam 

Premier 

Madras 


Yours sincerely, 
V. J. Patel 
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Madras 

My dear VaUabhbhai, October 1946 

but it wa7not possible ^Vco^at leaving Delhi, 

in which you have conducted^ the^^ ^ you once again for the way 
I thoimbt tL proceedings of the conference. 

Government wiU act bon? fidt^T^rl ontf ed the Interim 

But they have nroved tbp,v u i accept joint responsibility, 
has fallen upon you Panditif^^^^^^' heavy responsibility 

Mend, Jy td *“ ‘l>e League 

happened in the Central Assemhl 

that you wHl manage it with a/tb? convinced me 

“your position can command Tt? patience that one 

CTitical one- in our struggle- but T t situation is the most 

be able to solve it ere long^ bave no doubt that you will 

With best wishes, 


The Hon’ble Shri Sardar VallahbbL • 

“r DehL" 


Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasam 
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New Delhi 
5 November 1946 


My dear Prakasam, 

I thank you for your letter of 29 October 1946. 

We are now working out the details of the Central Services 
scheme and we hope to feish it soon. 

The communal conditions in the country have taken a seri- 
ous turn. The people in Bihar have retaliated and the Muslims 
there arc meeting with almost the same fate as the Hindus of 
Eastern Bengal. Congressmen have lost their self-control for the 
time being. 

Regarding the internal working of the Cabinet, we hope to 
evolve joint responsibility, and perhaps sve may succeed without 
much difficulty. But the outside troubles give us no peace. Let us 
hope that things will straighten out in the end. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


The Hon’ble Mr. T. Prakasam 

Prime Minister 

Madras 
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New Delhi 
11 November 1946 


My dear Prakasam, 

I am enclosing a copy of 2 
and my reply thereto for your 


i confidential letter received by me 
information. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


The Hon’blc Mr. T. Prakasam 
Madras 
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enclosure r 


Dear Sardar, 


Gulaby 
P. O. Teynampet 
(Adyar) 
Madras 
3 November 1946 


I am thankful to von • 

time of the electioas to the Madr^^T Congress support at the 
experience that I have had since mv eT" 

are various diiiiculties in the %s-av V <^0“ncil I find that there 

limitations that prevail th^e- a ' ^ useful work 'vnthin the 

past and have been advised r ^ 

while I continue as a inember'”l T/T doctor. But 

worry which are incidental to m ^ ^ ^ caunot avoid the strain and 

whatever may be the ultimate 2 IfTh “ ^ 

citizens are entitled to represent the* ^ they like any other class of 

not only opportunity but even th^ uiinisters concerned; but %vhen 

them and language is employed whicL courtesies of life are denied to 

there is no alternative for me, ^^^h and insulting, you will agree that 

the seat which you were so good selfirespect, but to resign from 

^Vith respects, 


Sardar Vallabbbbai Patel 


y , 

P-. K., M. Surya Rao 
(Alaharaja of Pithapuram) 


enclosure II 


New Delhi 
II November 1946 


Dear Friend, 

l^d do«-n iu the Congress ^LjX^'a^^d ^ 

^8 ' therefore you are supposed to b 
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aware of what the Congress Assembly Party’s position would be in the pro- 
vinces. I do not sec why you should be disturbed if this policy is being exe- 
cuted. If there is any change' from the policy laid down in the manifesto, 
you arc entitled to appeal to the higher authorities in the Congress, but there 
would be no occasion for your resignation on this account. 

You arc entitled to make any representation you like if there is any 
variation from that policy. In any case you arc entitled to all the courtesy that 
may be due to a colleague, and I would be sorry to find that improper or harsh 
language svhich would hurt your self-respect would be used by any respon- 
sible Minister in your province in your attempt to represent your case before 
them. 

If, in spite of thU, you find it inconvenient to stay in the Assembly and 
if you propose to resign, you should have full liberty to do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sri Raja Rao Venkata Kumara 
Mahipati Suiyarao Bahadur 
Maharajah of Pithapuram 
Madras 
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Fort St. George 
16 November 1946 


My dear Vallabhbhai, . 

Many thanks for your letter ^ ^ ^ ,!°^\jaharaia 

the enclosures relating to proposed resignation o 
of Pithapuram from the Assembly. No 

harsh language to any of the Zamindars nor any .wanted to 
shotvn to any of them at any time. ttnie they 

see and make representations, tliat was reaily P 
me and the other Ministers. I am much o V 

decision communicated by you to the Raja a i 


"With best wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasam 


Tlic Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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My dear Sardar, 


Andhra Insurance Building 
Thambu Chetty Street 
Madras 
7 December 1946 


Christian communitJ shoS 

even joint electoratec wJtla separate electorates or 

with the general electoratr^^^M identity 

mind of Indian Chrict-i'^ •’ opinion, so far as I know the 

community, particularly^bv^ ^ section of the 

nity. I mentiSS thTc Ji ^ members of the commu- 

representatives to the Consd^ t to felicitate one of your 

ting from the of ^ 

heading “Separate electorates not wanted » ^Th tinker the 

from my speech. wanted. The heading is taken 


Yours sincerely, 

Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
Home Member 
New Delhi 


enclosure 

extracts 

[Cut, mg from Tie Hindu, Madras] 


At a meeting of the I rf- . . ^ December 1946 

Indian Association held at the^l!!! Association and the Catholic 

Stressing that the Indian Christians Assembly, speeches were made 

harmony in the country. bring about communal 

^'ir. V. K. John said that t 

^'’cn a shadow between the cTmir community should never 

50 ““"‘D- and its freedom. There were no 
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large conflicts between the interests of the community and the interests of the 
nation, but if there was any he ivas sure that all would liie that the commu- 
nal interest would be subordinated to the national interest. 

He believed that they must take a long-range view of the problem and 
even if power was transferred to a major community, the minority rights would 
be guaranteed in the interests of the majority community itself. The speaker 
was confldent that when such questions were being discussed at the Constituent 
Assembly Father D'Souza would represent the correct view. The Christians did 
not want cither separate electorates or reservation of scats with joint electorate. 
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New Delhi 
16 December 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 7di instant along with its 
enclosures. 

It is clear that the Christian community on the whole is in 
favour of joint electorate, and the younger members of the 
community are more in tune vdth the changing condidons in the 
country and tlie tvorld. After all the change of faith is a matter 
of one's conscience, and it has nothing to do with the political 
or economic condition of the country. Separate electorate given 
to the Muslims has done irreparable damage to the cause of India : 
this was done deliberately as a policy of divide-and-rulc, and we 
are paying dearly the price for this act of mischief. Let us hope 
that all communities will realise in course of time that it is more 
in the interest of the country and of the community as a whole to 
fall in line with the general national regeneration of the country 
as a whole. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Dr. V. K. John, MLG 

Barristcr-at-Law 

Madras 
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Ne^v Delhi 
16 December 1946 


My dear Prakasam, 

• It herewth a copy of a letter ^vllich I have re- 

ceived from the secretary of the Youncr XiAn’c \r r na\e re 

Baliapatam. If separate electorates K • * 

joint electorates, it ^vould be a misforti ^ “itroduced in place of 

change is in^odueed by fte an7«s1ZisS;.“^ ^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. T. Prakasam 

Prime Minister 

Madras 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


enclosure 

flea’s Muslim Association 
Baliapatam 

sir, ^ December 1946 

' I be^ to communicate to vou r u • 
adopted at the general body meetini? of th ° resolution u n anim ously 

Association held on 29 November 19« Men’s Muslim 

Kunja SaWb at Baliapatam, for r ^ T P'^dsntship of Jenab T. B. 
favourable disposal. I have hoer, ,3°^^ ° >our kind consideration and 
the resolution to you. authorised the meeting to communicate 

Resolution: **Tliere is a renort * 

proposes to conduct the ensuing electi!!!)^™!* that the Madras Ministry 

on the lines of scnarate electorates in 1 ° T municipal councils 

of seats. If this is a fact, and likelv electorates srith reservation 

affair to the nationalist Muslims aid a very painful 

opinion that such a proposal v.-ould h. .t Muslim youths is of 

countr>c as a svhole and of Hind xr' best interests of the 

present Ministers themselves and “ as may be knmsm to the 

dirca the conduct of the ensuinl^ '"^UKt that the Government be pleased to 
councils on the easting healfc^J" ^ mimicipal 

52 ^ electorates as heretofore.” 
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Requesting for early and favourable consideration of this resolution. 


Yours ialtbfully. 
Illegible 
Secretary 
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EXTRACT 


Kodaikannl 
22 December 1946 

My dear Sardaijl, 

I am personally against prosclytisation. I said this openly 
in one of my speeches in the Legislative Council. But I do not 
think the Madras Government is in order to exclude Indian 
Christians who arc converts from Harijans from the benefit of 
public funds set apart for the advancement of Harijans. The grant 
is made for their advancement on account of their economic 
condition, and not on account of their creed. Why should there 
be discrimination against a person on account of change of faith, 
which you have rightly pointed out is a matter of one’s conscience? 

I hope the Congress Ministries will not give the slightest room 
for complaint that there is discrimination against a person on 
account of his creed. 


Yours sincerely, 
V. K. John 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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New DcUm 
28 December 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 22nd instant. 

I am afraid there is some misunderstanding about this 
matter. I do not think that the Madras Government has the 
slightest idea of discrimination. The object, I believe, is to help in 
the removal of untouchability by taking measures wth Govern- 
ment aid to uplift the do\vntrodden classes of people known as 
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scrx'c tlic industrial workers, on our line of thinking, an efibrt 
can be made in tliat direction. 

I am going via Horn bay today and have sent word to Shri 
Gulrarilal Nanda* to meet me at Ahmedabad to discuss this matter 
further, I am likely to be Jjerc on or alx>ul 5 January when I can 
seek an interview svilh you to talk over these matters if you find 
it Convenient. 

Our friend, Mr. [^^ R.] Kalappa,* who came to attend the 
Constituent .Assembly, was suddenly struck dotvn on the day of his 
arriv’al by facial paralnis. Luckily being here, I could render 
some asslsLnncc and made arrangements to send him on to Nagpur 
yesterday by the G.T. Kxpress. 

Hope you arc keeping fit and with kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
V. V. Giri 

Tlic Hon’blc Sardar Valla bhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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Tiew Delhi 
17 December 19^6 

Dear Friend, 

I have received j’our letter of the 15th instant. 

•' ' ’Being in charge of Government in eight or nine prorinccs 
and also having power in the Central GoN’emment, it would be 
folly to allow the Trade Union Congress and unions to be ex- 
ploited by the Communists or other groups which arc hostile to 
the Congress. Tlic Trade Union Congress is thus allowed to be re- 
presented as the official organisation of labour in India outside 
the country. Tlicy get official recognition all over the world, and 
their position in this capacity is naturally being abused. 

If vit cannot captntc the Trade Union Congress by ^accfnl 
and decent means, it would be better to start with a rival Trade 
Union Congress organisation which would straightaway be recog- 
nised by the Government and all pretensions of the representative 
character of the rival organisation would be destroyed. You 

I Labour leader; Secretary, Ahmedabid Teatite Labour Union, 1922*46; Labour 
Minuter, Bombay I9IG-50; later Minister in Central Ckivernment 1950-67; twice 
interim Prime Minuter after death of Nehru and Sbaatri 

3 Andhra leader elected to Constituent Assembly from CP 
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SARDAU PATKt.’s COURRSI’ONDr.N’cr. 


c^itlicr joiniiif; the existing organisation 
and caplunng ,l,c Centro or start a rival orBanisatio,, at once, 
.1 question sviuch should lie considered immediately. 

Votirn sincerely, 
Vnllahhhliai Pntcl 

The Hon’blc Mr. V. V. Giri 
Minister for Industries & Labour 
Madras 
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Ness- Delhi 

My dear Prakasa„, 

it is Icanit that^thc^Cnj.*" ,**p aindtt of 17 December, from tvhicli 
Draft Bill to amend thr r appointed to consider the 

in the aamLam’Lt'-”? V’"? -I''. “ 
meeting of 16 December It ,11" P—Pa'als in tliclr 

intends to publish the R;ii • o* ‘lie Government 

face it at fbe^tt'^i^eS" “ 

before your party before nub'hMr ‘^O'^^ftce’s final proposals 
apprehensions in the niind of !l*"' unnecessarily create 

and perhaps exaggerated honec • o proprietory- estates 

may result in their refusal to nT peasants, which 

is passed. We arc facin'fr t ^ before the legislation 

rnrdjer cemplicaTon^Sirbt 'Sld d m'"'' rT’ 

troubles can be IcdtimafoK, . ^ <^roublcs, if such 

change in the current svstei^ sudden fundamental 

stood and used as an excuse in twT ™‘'*y misundcr- 

who rnay be wiling to withhold the ignorant tenantry 

of anti-social elements or irr/* Payment of rents under influence 
This may b^treat 'vorkers. 

received in our office from sLerff representations have been 

amindars apprehending trouble. 

Yours sincerely, 

The AT Vallabhbliai Patel 

r. p»ie.«m 

Madras 
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21 Fcrozcshah Road 
New Delhi 
23 December 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Thanks for your letter dated 22 December. 

Tlic Bill referred to in your letter is for reduction of rents 
and not for abolition. It \vas originally prepared during the last 
Congress Ministry and s\'as placed before the party then and was 
approved by it. It has only been iinalised now and will certainly 
be placed before the party before publication. 

A resolution for the abolition of zamindaris is also coming up 
and a report about the same would be sent to you duly. I hope 
>-ou arc better now. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. lYakasam 
PS. 

The main principles of the proposed Bill have been placed 
before the present Congress Legislature Party also at a meeting 
Specially convened for the purpose over the signatures of 40 mem- 
bers some time back. 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
31 December 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Marine Drive 
Bombay 

RECEIVED LETTER ZAMINDARS OTHER URGENT MATTERS TO DISCUSS. 
WIRE IF I CAN MEET YOU THURSDAY NOON IXAVINO HERE ^VEDNESDAY 
EXPRESS. 

PRAKASAM 
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GUIDANCE TO PROVINCES 
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,, , 19 March 1946 

My dear Mchrchand*, 

^ have joined the Ministn*, as your shoul- 

deMg the responsibility will ensure efficient and smooth working. 

-Jt, t*^cp me informed from time to time about tlie 

atuation m the province and the working of the Ministry’. 

dav ^ have come here and they met me yester- 

Khan3 about the election campaign. Saadullah 

Khan3 had aUo given me some information. 

on '94^°'lP Cabinet Mission is coming here 

Sdk vLtrda by the Government of 

1 Anril A^s tTi^. u ha\e been invited to meet them on 
Sit r^nTna?hTr.t s^^V° ^oth Dr. Khan Sahib^ and 
attitude thev shoiiM''^t°i.°^ ''’dl want some guidance about what 
from Maulana TAb 1 TT^i better for them to take instructions 
tim^toput ^ Sahib about it. There is enough 

Please do the needM instructions. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lala hlehrchand Khanna VaUabhbhai Patel 

28 Saddar Road 

Peshawar 

1937; SeCTctarj-l Council, 1932-37; Hnance Minister, 

after partition and jvaTa \fiaistcr in X' t, migrated to India 

2Pm-ate Se^urs foT- “ Government 

*en-ice after partitioT^ Khan; joined Indian diplotna.ie 

Cther S-^kSTaW Gh^T^vV'' 

^tCT Independence; dismissed b- linr„l,~^^ NISTP before and 

PaKs^^ after pardtion; i^ter Chief Minister of tVest 

gres^ lead.r. headed Congress hfinistr^- 1937-39 and in 1945-48 
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Peshawar 
30 March 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Many thanks for your kind letters of 6 and 9 March. I am 
grateful to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Badshah Khan [Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan is also known as Badshah Khanj for the 
confidence that they have reposed in me and I pray to God that 
I may prove worthy of it. 

\V’e propose to file at least two election petitions, one against 
Arbab Mohammed Sharif Khan, who has been returned from the 
Bara Mohmand constituency, and the other against Nawab Sir 
Mohammed Akbar Khan, who has been returned from the 
Kamalzai constituency. A sub-committee consisting of Lala Bhanju 
Ram Gandhi,* Sardar Ishar Singh, Mian Qain Shah, Mehta Madan 
Lall and L. Girdhari Lai Puri has been formed to go into the ques- 
tion. The Muslim League is bound to file some election petitions 
against some of our successful candidates. It is all in the melt- 
ing pot, and when the situation crystallises I will let you know. 
Fourteen days are allowed to file an election petition after the 
“return of expenses” has been gazetted. 

Dr, Khan Sahib left for Delhi this morning. Before he did so 
Badshah Khan, Dr. Khan Sahib, Qazi Attaullah and I had a 
full discussion. Dr. Khan Sahib will put forward the Congress 
point of view. 

Tlie accounts are not ready as yet. I have been very busy with 
tire Assembly session. 

Thanking you once again for the great kindness that you have 
shown me and the great trust that you have reposed in me. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mehrchand Khanna 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

*MLA (NtVFP) in 1936 as Congress candidate; joined Frontier Cabinet as 
Finance Minister in September 1937; resigned in 1939; was re-elected to Assembly 
in 1946 
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Ne\s' Delhi 
8 April 1946 

My dear Afehrchand, 

°^30 March. As the period for 
to W ^ ^*1 petitions is over, you must noiv be in a position 

petitions have been filed on behalf of the 
of anv nf t^^tiidates and whether there is anv chance 

have Vel fii tieing unseated. In the two petitions that 

on wWrl >'°t^ ^^'’e °ot stated the grounds 

Zret t b^ve you stated whether 

there IS any chance of these elections being set aside. 

^ '"th his usual 
“■ >2th for tie 


SW Mehrehand Khanna 

Minister 

Pesha^var 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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-rt.prxi 




ily dear Sardar Sahib, 

^lany thanis for your letter of 8 April 1946 
on to^" ^ before as I have been ass^y 

The retuiSs are notifications is not over as yet. 

dons have been filed ^ °nly four elecdon peti- 

^^ohammed Zaman Khan of HaS^'k^ ^ J^badur] 
V.-C ne^-er contested this ^eat. ^ “ 

us, one against XavT>K -vr ^ ^ other two have been filed by 
mst ^av.-ab Sir Mohammed .Mtbar Khan of Ma^ 
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and the second against Arbab Mohammed Sharif Khan, represent- 
ing the Bara-Mohmand constituency. The fourth application has 
been filed by K. S. [Khan Sahib] Malik-ur-Rahman Kayani 
against S. AU Badshah of Hangu, Congress MLA. I am trying 
to obtain copies of the grounds, for and against, and will send 
them to you in due course. 

With best ivishcs, 

Yours sincerely, 
Mehrchand Khanna 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Peshawar 
25 April 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

In continuation of my letter dated 23 April ™ 

election petitions have been filed. The list is given be o . 

1. Klian Abdul Hamid Khan against Nawab a^tabud Dm 


2. L, Paira Khan 
(Independent) 

3. Daud Khan 
(Independent) 

4. Sahib Khan 
(Independent) 

With best wishes. 


Sardar V. J. Patel 
New Delhi 


(Muslim League) 
Diwan Bhanju 
Ram Gandhi 
(Congress) 

Khan Ali 
Gohar Khan 
(Muslim League) 
Mohammed Abbas 
Khan 

(Muslim League) 

Yours sincerely, 
Mehrchand Khanna 
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Peshawar 

, 28 July 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

n 1946 from New 

Dellu Now Aat you have been in Bombay for some time, I 

shall be ^teM if you would do all that you can for us. TheEIec- 
tion Tnbunal has started functioning and the legal adwscrs have 

■Rn rf^ " tu will have seen from the accounts sent through 
Ram Dass the sum of 9,317/2/- is still due. I was hoping 

S Sad7,lJI?ir this very impression I had given 

nnnnncr * + ^ number of unexpected bills started 

havrnorh.T^'1.'^' I that we 

to ^ Over and above the amount given 

bv the LS ^ subscribed pardy 

by the candidates and partly from other sources. 

delayed writing to you as I was hoping to come to 

to t Lid aTp„T‘°" “S ?; cuZcnc 

oat of the quo.*; a. I caaao, gL LeTe'tadL®””® '° “ 

With best TOshes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Mehrchand Khanna 

Bombay 
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Neiv Delhi 

My dear ShantilaU, April 1946 

casionally, but you\^^^ft formal official letters oc- 

on in Bo^^ay Tabom anv W 

> Shantiui ^ mterestmg news from there. 

Party; founder-member, INTUP- * '''if tnembers of Congress Socialist 

Deputy Chairman; in charge of Cnn Bombay Legislative Coimdl and its 

G-\: -Mi.nis,er in Bombay for ove^a^^' Office, 1945-47; member, 
62 “'“Ber, Lok Sabha, 1967-70 
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The BPCC elections did create some interesting developments 
which were more or less expected. I expected to hear your views 
about the affair as you must have known much of it. Both parties 
have sent telegrams and letters of protest. 

I have received your letter of the 17th instant about filing of 
Shri Khedgikar’s petition. You must ask Sjt. [S. K.] Patil* about 
the amount to be deposited as security for costs and I am sure 
he will do the needful. We must not do anything in such matters 
from the Centre. 

I am sending herewith an extract of a letter from Shri [R. R.] 
Diwakar,^ wherein he says that Shri Mane should be helped to the 
extent of Rs. 5,000. If you think that it is reasonable, you can get a 
cheque for that amount from Dahyabhai^ [Patel] and give it to him. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Sliantilal H. Shah 
Bombay*! 
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Bombay 
7 May 1946 


Respected Sardar Sahib, 

I enclose herewith a copy of the resolution pa^ed by our 
Association at its annual general meeting at Ahmedabad on 28 
April last. When this resolution was passed the * 

the resolution was approved by Shri [Gulzanlal] Nandaji and 
Shri Kliandubhai [Desai] though the actual draft « ^ 

the whole the resolution was opposed to strikes 
It decided that as to the points which J"/ U 

adjudicator the Association should mke steps ? 
caie before the adjudicator. As regards the question of scales of 

. General Secretary or Bornbay PCC for 17 

‘’“’ijoined 

KamatakPCCi pioneered mov-ement for * p of D.bar. 1952*57; 

,e^.eral year,; rneml^. C^. 

President, Gandhi Smarak ^ Congress 1924-50; ineml«rr. Itomliay PCC, 

SSor. of Sardar reflected Wt; now Sw.tar.tr. Party 

1916 - 56 ; firat eleeted to Rajya Sabha 19 W . re 
leader in R.Jy. Sabha; bor.ne» man by profe«.oo 
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SASDAPv Patel’s coRilE5?o^^^E^-CE 


pay and allo'wances wliicli v/as proposed to be referred to the 
Goromisioiier. our demand vras that labour representatn'es should 
ha^e adequate representation on the commission and the findings 
of the co mmis sion should be implemented vrithout delay. It ivas 
sliO resohed to take steps for placing the case of the railviay 
employees before the co mmissi on. The resolution therefore states 
that it vrould be premature to resort to strike and that the 
Question should therefbre be postponed. The rriain ground isns 
that esential services like the railvmv-s should not resort to strike, 
particularly at the present moment of food and cloth crises. kVe 
also stressed &at it v.-as the duty of the railvmy administration to 
see that^the just demands of its workers should be immediately 
remedied and that the feeling of discontent should not be allowed 
to continue. There is one omission in the resolution that there 
w^ other deipnds of Ae Raiiv.-av-men’s Federation vrhich were 
neitoer referred to adjudication nor to the commission. About some 
o. these the Government declared its dedsion bv aranting deames 
aJovs-ance retrospetmvely for certain periods, but^as to others the 

^•eminent v.-as silent. Our resolution is ako sflent about these 
aeinaiids. 


Fed.'rarini ^ before the Railv-^jmen’s 

atid'ro*rTiS s ^ . ^edgiiiar and Shii Shibnath Banct^i 

n2 tmpetrton^t the Federafion -...as not My i 

resolution ' F '‘'‘ould past a dilatorv or postDoahag 

ae SSg or StntdS' afoS a^ d °° 

son \fr P;-; L- '• g2.ve me the same rmpres- 

The F^eration tin same impression to Shri NandajL 

I enclose. This resn'l^*^’ P^«d a resolution a copy of which 
taken a* <Urit-e batTr* unions irhich have not 

rhould conatrSii 2- ^ ‘ J''" 
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The resolution has appointed a committee ^vhich has been 
given the power to negotiate ^vith the Government snth a ww 
to a settlement. The committee, ho^veve^, is o\-erloaded wth 
Communists and Rojasts and I have a feeling tliat they will not 
allow any settlement to go through unless the Go\*emment were to 
agree to refer all the demands to an adjudicator. As regards the 
scales of pay, the Gov’emment is not likely to refer them to tlic 
adjudicator and ^vill insist on a commission because tliey might 
affect the ^vhoIe budgetary position of the raibrny budget as 
well as the general budget and tiie Avage standard of railwaymen 
tvill also have its repercussion on the tvage standard of other 
Government employees even outside tlie raihvaj-s, 

I could not attend the meeting of the Federation as wc arc 
not members. As soon as I read the resolution on Monday morning 
I saw Shri Nandaji and sought his advice. He told me that as wc 
had applied for membership of the Federation wc ought to act 
along with the rest of the bodies and must abide by the majority 
decision as we should act democratically. He furtlier said that 
by passing our resolution at the annual meeting against the strike 
wc had made our position clear, but that as to future action wc 
should fall in line with the Federation. 

He, therefore, advised that we should take a strike ballot of 
the members of our Association. I feel that if a ballot is taken 
it will be in favour of the strike. Our constituUon requires that u 
tvill not resort to strike unless a ballot for that purpose is taken. 


I have, therefore, to seek your advice as to what should be our 
further attitude and action. If take a ballot, it won resu t 
in favour of the strike and we shall then have to give notice of 
strike and go along ^vitI^ the rest of Uic unions who are in tlic 
Railwaymen's Federation, If we do not, ours might be perhaps 
the only union which tv-ill be keeping out and the position of our 
members who may choose to remain loyal to the resolution wiU 
be very awkward — almost impossible. 

What, then, shall wc do? 

The resolution of the Federation has also appealed to the 
unions to increase tlieir membership and collect funds for the 
strike. This is intended only to collect money for |hc ^er 
unions, who seek to make this an opportunity to swell tlicir coffers. 

Tlie resolution also saj-s that where there arc more unions 
than one on tho san.f railway joint “S"'’" 

be set np, Sl.ouUI o.ir naloa Joia ui tlwH- ^ “ "Lm otTe 
Intion further said that tlwK rlaaild he jhile roiamillrcs at Uie 

S.G.,in.5 
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different station depots, workshops and centres. Should our mem- 
bers join these strike committees? 

I am very anxious to have your advice on these- matters as 
our Association is yet not strong enough to take an independent 
stand, nor is our membership large. The feeling of unrest among 
railwaymen is also strong. I do not think any action need be 
taken till the 15th instant by which time I hope to get your 
advice. But if anything has to be done in the meantime I will 
consult Shri Nandaji and act as he directs. 

the affairs of the Hindustan Mazdoor Sevak Sangh 
and the Rashtnya^Girni Kamgar Sangh in Bombay, Shri Shankar- 
rao Deo Nandaji, IChandubhai and myself had discussion on 
Sunday the 5th instant. Thereafter Khandubhai discussed the 
matter ivith Shri Patil and he and Nandaji wll be writing to you. 

nn contested 

Xk ^ f ? f “ successful, came to me 

^s morning for his election expenses. It seems that Shri Diwa- 

kar has mitten to him that he has spoken to you and said tJhat 
was necessary and you mil give such help’^as was primer I 

told him that I had not discussed ^ ^ t 1 1 

write. He wants Rs. 6,000 Ste pafo for hk H t 

believe Rs. 2,000 would be enough ^ 

satisSd 'HrtolfTnf/f Secretary but seems to be dis- 
satished. He told me that you had promised him somethin^ hieh- 

Mm tot you'LTnS of candidature I told 

he was mone- in ncc s promise to any candidate and that 

him. He feels thatTTfala^^ wvS-hT^'^ pron^ed to 

mentary Secretary would nm ^ ^e would get as a Parlia- 

election expenses^He was tellfoe 
to 400 pcr^month in h^pratS “t 

back to practice after Belgaum and would like to go 

believe either of this Ts tme ^ 

wanted to speak to you^ Jn Tli Dahyabhai. I 

but nobody could give me vont railway strike 

am therefore sending\k,ette";“^^^^ Simla. I 


Shri Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours obediently, 
Shantilal 
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Camp Chadwick 
Summer Hill 
Simla YV 
11 May 1946 

My dear Shantilal, 

I have received your letter of the 7th instant. It is difficult 
for me to handle the strike question of the Railway Association 
from here. All I feel is that irresponsible and mischievous forces 
are at work and they rvant to create a situation which would 
baffle the coming National Government in its beginning. There 
are obvious reasons for such conduct on their part. However, in this 
matter you have to be guided by Nandaji. Shri Giii has taken 
Ministership and his successor is not half as competent as he was. 

Re: Shri Mane, if you think that Rs. 2,000 should be paid 
to him, you can get that amount from Dahyabhai and give it to 
him. I have given him no promise and he had no talk with me 
about his being made a [parliamentary] Secretary or a Minister. 
He was not on the Congress ticket at all and there can be no 
promise from me to a non-Gongressman when I have refused to 
give such a promise to Congress candidates. I cannot understand 
his making such a statement to you. If he is dissatisfied with his 
present position, he is free to resign and go back to his practice. 
YVhen he contested independently of the Congress, he expected 
no help from us. But as he is a Scheduled Caste man, I referred 
the matter of his demand to Shri Diwakar. Be careful that he 
may take the money from us and then go against us. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Shantilal H. Shah 
Secretary, Central Election Board 
Congress House 
Bombay 
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Simla W 

,, 13 May 1946 

My dear Gulzarilal, 

I have received your letter of the 8th inst 

te out of 

It is imnossihlp rioti; offices of a dinbrent cliaracter. 

act oZf it L.7 a '' "““M '>' "tong to 

young men for labom'svori; ?n '“''“f for traintag 

plan for the onenmo- rsC t • ■ province, and therefore the 

ptan lor the openmg of trammg classes has got to be abandoned. 

cemed. We ca“ot mk ‘f’' “ '='=°“n "ork is con- 

cur programme and discipLe'^ta 'th? lah' "°B m'*™? 
dangerous. ^ ^ labour field. It would be 

that of the B.B. 1 resolution as also 

^v•ritten to me asW for afe T 
guidance in the matter as it i<! 

from such a long distance. difficult for me to advise him 

Our_ i^on is S^ts^^iSam^ got proper guidance, 

to join in any strike P °° mherent strength 

Federation, it %viU have to foUow appHed for joining the 

tion in this matter. I Hpnir. *1. ^ S^aoral policy of the Federa- 
railway associations. I an^pi!^^! attitude of the leaders of the 

report, which publishes the ^de°? of f u ^ 

rence to the Gonffress Prpctrirs ° Khedgikar wth refe- 

not ,0 go on n<i™ng railsvajunen 

Who happens to be a' cl '' Shri 

candidate on the Conerf^c t ^°°g^«sman and stood as a 
labour constituenc\t of t^ Assembly from the 

o> the Railira>tmen’s Union, should have the 
Iteteraii freedom fighter 
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impudence to issue such a statement against the President’s advice. 
This is an ugly exliibition of indiscipline. If Congressmen were to 
behave in this manner, they svould not be able to serve either 
organisation. 

We are going down to Delhi tomorrow. Our ■work here is 
finished, as you must have seen from the Press; so far as the first 
phase of the conference ivas concerned, it has ended in complete 
failure, as was expected. But the second phase will begin now. 
That ivill be arranged at Delhi and I expect I uill have to stay 
tliere for about a fortnight. After that I may return to Bombay 
for a few days at least, ^Vhen I come to Bombay, we shall think 
of all the labour questions referred to in your letter. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Gulzarilal Nanda 
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New Delhi 
24 June 1946 

My dear Balasaheb,' 

Unfortunately our ^vo^k here has been unduly prolonged. I 
do not know svhat has happened there about the Constituent 
Assembly nor am I in a position to give you final instructions yet, 
but I expect to be able to do so in a day or hvo. In the mean- 
while, I should like to know whether any declaration has to be 
signed by intending candidates for the Constituent Assembly and 
if so, docs that declaration bind or commit the candidate signing 
that declaration to accept compulsory grouping of provinces or is 
he free to put his own interpretation on the grouping question and 
join the Constituent Assembly. This question has arisen because 
some of our Assam friends ha\’e complained against tliis dause 
being introduced in the declaration made by the Bengal Govern- 
ment and they suspect that this has been done tvith the ulterior 
object of committing the candidates to the acceptance of compubory 
grouping. I have not seen the form of declaration, nor have I 

• B G. Kher: popularly known as Balasaheb Kher; solicitor; entered politics 
in 1922; Secretary of Swaraj Party and of Bardoli Satyagraha Inquir)’ Committee; 
emerged on national scene in 1937 when Sardar Patel selected him in preference to 
K. F. Nariman as leader, Bomhay LesisJaturc Congress Party; became first Premier of 
Bombay; High Commissioner in London 
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seen the rules yet, but I suggest that you should scrutinise the 
^u es careu y and see that no such commitment is secured 
indirectly by this method. 

of a letter which I have received 
from Shn K. G. Gokhale, Belgaum. 

I®'"'’ to the Press report appearing in The 

l!^ pLn"*^^ enclosure] in which Shri 

Press Ministers, has enunciated a policy at a 

SLalkaHo'''%"'l of industrial pknning and 

such n ^“isters to make 

of L! ^ i 'uncalled for declaration, creating a feeling 

devXpS Tn A for industrial 

industri^as W- To talk of sugar and textile 

f ^ '^tiUty concerns in a vague 

in It unnecessarily creates suspicion 

we arenTSinJi??'^ ^“^ostries. Surely 

of cotton ndlls Ld T"" ““^g^^^nt, control and oivnership 
during the^e^d J^r Presidency at least 

of th? Tf " beyond \e scope 

add to theTr^ti^ oT^?. rf talk does not 

outside and the ministrv 1 Ministry. It is being criticised 

people for taU taTwhfcL T °f responsible 

Please see thl we d^ . fulfilment at aU. 

eventuaUy hit us instead of hefping 1 ^°’' Propaganda which would 

Yours sincerely. 

The Hon’ble B. G. Kher Vallabhbhai Patel 

Prime Minister 
^ovt. of Bombay 
Poona 


^ca^osuRE 

addrSe'S S'?™ rj’pS 

Iries of the province, the Minister r nationalising the key indus- 

Press conference today that the (T Mr. L. M. PatU, told a 

to Uke over control of essentiai • Bombay would not hesitate 

St. “'’“^‘des when the time was favourable 



OUn>ANCE TO PROVINCES 

Mr. Patil illustrated his point by citing the sugar industry, which owed its 
prosperity to the irrigation scheme. . . , 

Generally speaking, all public utility concerns, hydro-electric schemes, 
motor transport and large-scale industries, such as sugar, steel and textile indus- 
tries, came within the scope of being considered for nationalisation or State 
control in one form or another. 
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Council Hall 
Poona 
27 June 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 24th instant sent by 
express delivery. It reached me only today, on the 27th, at 
4 p.m. I am looking into the matters referred to by you, and will 
do the needful. 

Yours sincerely, 
B. G. Kber 

Shri Sardar [Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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Council Hall 
Poona 
28 June 1946 


My dear Sardaiji, 

I have read the letter addressed by you to Shri Balasahcb 
Kher. In the Press conference which I had in Poona on the 18th 
instant, I made it clear that nationalisation of key industries and 
public utility concerns can only come when circumstances are 
favourable. I also made it clear that the present Ministry has not 
as yet given consideration to any of such industries with a view to 
control it. Some of the newspapers have published these state- 
ments of mine. In view of this, I am at a loss to understand why 
there should be a scare or cause for apprehension in any quarter. 
2. However I am very thankful to you for giving me a hint to 
be cautious in these delicate and important affairs. In future, I 
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utterances in such a way as they ^viU not dis- 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
L. M. Patil 
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■n c- TT . August 1946 

Dear Sir Han Singh, ^ 

I have received your letter of 14 T„i„ +i-* 
return from Wardha I am e?,d .1 . “ommg on my 

to the C3onstitueQt As^emM ^ elected 

Berar uSS v ^'P'“““«ve. from the OP and 

ability tvSdeedte rf i;=, °" =n>erience and great 
is harV anrSct *0 Assembly, 'ftere 

is for us now to frame a the fetish Government and it 

ly the Muslim lSZ LfZ T Unfortunate- 

but we hope that Aev .!nn ! ^ ^ tbe new situation 

more be interested in sun rti realise that the British \vdU no 
sooner ^ve frame our against the other. The 

Wth best uih", ’ "S all. 


Sir Hari Singh Gout 
Nagpur 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


.nd xnelw o?Srntri"t:L.bt ^ 


social 
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TELEGRAM 


Amritsar 
6 May 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Simla 

SIKHS ARRESTED AT AHSXEDABAD FOR WEARIXO KIRPAATS DURING 
PROHIBITORY ORDERS. IS HIGHLY REGRETTABLE. IN PUNJAB KIRPAN 
THE REUGIOUS SYMBOL OF SIKHS ALAVAYS EXCLUDED DURING 
PROHIBITORY ORDERS. PLEASE INTERVENE AND INSTRUCT CONGRESS 
ministry TO W^•HDRA^V CASES. 

SIHROMANI AKAUDAL* 
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Camp Chadwick 
Summer Hill 
Simla \V 
8 May 1946 

The Secretary 
Shiromani Akali Dal 
Amritsar 
Dear Friend, 

I have received your telegram re: the arrest of some Sikhs at 
Ahmedabad for wearing kirpans during the period of prohibitory 
orders and 1 have written to the proper quarters about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


I Party ctf SiUis which originally agitated for refonn of Sikh ihrines and later 
became a political party in Punjab 
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Camp Chadwick 
Simla W 
8 May 1946 


My dear Morarji, 

I am sorry to say that I am detained here longer than I 
expected and I do not expect to be free for some time to come 
and hence you will have to make arrangements for the conduct 

of the Provincial Congress Committee meeting on 
tne 16th inst. in my absence. 

Ai V below a telegram received from the Shiromani 

Akah Dal, Amritsar, dated 6 May. 

SIKHS ARRESTED AT AHMEDABAD FOR ^VEARING KTRPANS DURING PROHIBI- 
TORY ORDERS. IS HIGHLY REGRETTABLE. IN PUNJAB KIRPAN THE RELIGIOUS 
SYMBOL OF SIKHS ALWAYS EXCLUDED DURING PROHIBITORY ORDERS. PLEASE 
LNTERVENE and INSTRUCT CONGRESS MINISTRY TO WITHDRAW CASES.” 


The Hon’ble Morarji Desai^ 
Minister, 

Secretariat 

Bombay 


Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 
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My dear Jawaharlal, 

KaW “Py “f received ftom 

Kak Pnme Mimater of Kashmir. The letter was posted ott the 

1952-56; thcreaftL Centr^M n-lf ^ Minister 1946-52; Chief Minister, 
resigned under Kamaraj Plan IQdS^Depu^Tp t^^ance. 

Cabinet, 1967-69; presently member, l^t Sab^' G^dhV, 

GovernlTnf ;Tbr?l“'"f who entered service of Kashmir 

Maharaja Hari Singh; became Prim^e'xr appointed hamster in Waiting to 
Gen. Janak Singb in 1947 mister of State in 1945; succeeded by 
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niT. ruNjAB Mvpni.r 

I2tfi from Srinap-ir, bul it wni rccriwl tirrc only today owing 
to Ujf jvrttat itfiLc. I wat anxtoudy awaiting Ms reply. I do 
not Inow whriher yni Itasr rrerived tJie original letter svluch tlic 
Mahanja f I lari Singlt] lias Sent to ynij Ijccatisc iJiere is a j) 0 $t.al 
strike osrr there alu). Tills letter of the M.ahar.aja is, I Ix-Hc\t, 
the Joint work of the K>h'tic.il /\diiser, the ^'ierfoy, the M.aliaraja 
and tlie Naseab of Ilhopal. I tlo not know s\hat is your 
programme, hut as the letter imposes no condition and makes 
luggrstlons only, I think if ^-oii wxnild like to go there there 
should !»e no difTicuIty at all. It it lietter that yon should go 
there once and sec Sheikli AlKltillah* personally. \Vc can deal with 
the gniera! lituatlnn later. 

Tlierc is .t report in the IVest {h.i( .\faul.ina fAzadj and j*ou 
are Iwth going to Srinagar, but I do not know svlicther the report 
is true. 

TJic Punjab situation is in a JiopeJess muddle. I had a 
telephone [call] just now from [[Bhim Sen] Sachar.* lie wants 
to resign hii leadersliip, Mautana pl.iced Mm there .and I have 
asked him to obtain hts permission by telephone. It seems the 
coalition it scrapping. 77ic Sikhs are not in our discipline. Coh Gill,^ 
in his anxiety to unite the Sikhs in order to obtain a hold over them, 
is plapng a game which is sure (o create greater di/HcuIties. He 
docs not show his plans to us and does not act up to his agree- 
ments svilh us. Maulana Daud^ has played false to us in a crisis. 

It seems he was waiting for an opportunity for an excuse to go 
over to the other side. He was made Congress president in the 


iR«ame frit Tmltlent of Muilim Confrrtnce iti 1932 and took loading part 
in converting it into National Conference. Launched Quit Kaihmir movemenL Tried 
for aedition in 19 1C and lenienced to three yean* imprisonment. Elected rresident. 
All India .‘state reoptei* Conference. Released uncondilionally in September 1947; 
Presented Indian cate on Kashmir against Pakistan at the United Nations in 1948; 
Prime Minister of Slate from I9I8‘I933; arretted in Augutt 19S3 for anii-State aeti- 
viiict and released in January {93d; re arretted in April {959 and tried for contpiracy; 
Nehru ordered withdrawal of the eaie at political gciture. Visited Pakistan on 
goodwill mlttlan In May 19C4 and had talks with President Ayub Khan but mission 
ended abruptly with Nehru't death; arretted in Delhi on return from foreign tour 
in and deuinedj tevidVrig in TVtWA ViaeaicAe Viit tnuy Vnio tna 

banned; ban lifted on 5 June 1972 

3 Joined non-cooper a tlon movement in 1921; Secretary, Punjab PCC, 1912; 
MLA (Punjab), 1939-45; Finance htintster (Pimjab), 1919-49; Chief Minuter, 1952- 
56; Governor of Oriua and Andhra Pradesh; High Commissioner In Ceylon 

•* Served in Indian National Army under Subhas Bose; joined diplomatic tervice 
and retired as Ambassador to Mexico 

4Presldent of Punjab PCC for several years 
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Camp Chadwck 
Simla W 
8 May 1946 


My dear Moraiji, 

I am sorry' to say that I am detained here longer than I 
expected and I do not expect to be free for some time to come 
have to make arrangements for the conduct 
tl, fc i^^ess of the Pro\Tncial Congress Committee meeting on 
the 16th mst. m my absence. 

AT 1 ^ quoting below a telegram received from the Shiromani 
Akah Dal, Amritsar, dated 6 hlay. 

SIKHS ARRESTED AT AHilEDABAD FOR ’VVEARIKG KIRPAKS DURING PROHIBI- 
TOR-i ORDERS. IS HIGHLY REGRETTABLE. IN PUNJAB KIRPAN THE REUGIOL'S 
OL OF SIRHs AL^VAYS EXCLUDED DURING PROHIBITORY OPJ3ERS. PLEASE 
intervene and INSTRUCT CONGRESS HINTSTRY TO %\TrHDR.W CASES.” 


The Hon’ble Moraiji Desai^ 
Minister, 


Secretariat 

Bombay 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


92 




My dear Jatrabarlal, 

Kak^ PrimT\r^f ^ letter received from 

5 i mis er of Kashmir. The letter %vas posted on the 

^Gnister. Eombav Gove^^’ ^ to join dvil disobedience mo-i-ement; 

1952 - 56 ;' Minister 1946-52; Cnief 
rertgned vmdcr Kamarai Pla^^ 19S3^-n^ Commerce and Industry- and later Finance, 
Cabinet, 1967-®; pres^tly 4emb^, Gandhi’s 

2 Pandit Ksm Chandra Tr,!-" ’ iT t ? 

Government as librarian f n '^*^0 entered service of Kashmir 

Maharaja Han Sineh' be ^ ^ iater appointed Minister in Waiting to 

Janah Singb in 'l947^^ Minister of State in 1945; succeeded by 
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Punjab by Maulana. -^Ve bad to spend a lakh of rupees for his 
election alone and he was given a safe joint constituency, from 
where he got in by a majority of Hindu votes. It is unfortunate 
that this precedent ^rUl make it difficult for us to trust the best 
of them. I had my doubts but Sachar and [Seth] Sudarshan^ got 
round him for power and deposed Gopichand wth the help of 
Maulana. Baud wanted to be a Minister in the coaUtion and 
he CTeated 2 . split in the Congress ranks and succeeded in getting 
ac ar appointed as Leader. I am not in touch wth Maulana 
at present became of the postal strike and the telephones these 

Prif ^ service being very irregular, 

rrot. i bhah, vrho ^\'as nominated as one of the candidates 
from the Punjab, has not been selected by the partj-, as the 
Umomst Hmdus msisted on another seat. I -irah Alaulana -ss-ould 
go for a couge of da^^ to Lahore. He has handled the 
situation Acre from the beginning and it would be better if he 
^v’ere to finish iL 

I am au-aiting information about your programme. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jairaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 
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Many things ^vere discussed — ^\vithout, I believe, any finality! But 
at tins meeting Mr, Sachar made a strange proposal. 

you know, the Premier has to go to Oxford next month 
forj^his new degree. In his absence something has to be done 
about acting premiership. No one has discussed it yet. Mr. Sachar 
came out with his view that the office should go to a Muslim! 

It So happens that S. Baldcv Singh is the next senior 
Minister after the Premier and the acting office ^vill go to him 
naturally, if he is still in the province. Knowing this Mr. Sachar 
should not have said what he did- Baldcv Singli said nothing in 
the meeting; but he has since told Sachar that he took his proposal 
to mean that he and the Congress have no confidence in the 
Sikh Minister. 

I may say that even the Premier did not like the proposal 
coming as it did. For whose benefit Mr. Sachar made this sug- 
gestion no one knoAvs. Baldcv Singh is no^v trying to bring about 
some kind of settlement ^vith the Akalis. Ne^vs like this will 
upset everything, and in fact it might 'jvcll give a big jolt to the 
Ministry, because, as I told you, both Malik and Baldcv Singh are 
getting fed up with things. 

Maulana Sahib lias met the Premier again this afternoon. The 
latter tvill certainly want the colleagues wdth whom he can get on. 

I have already spoken to you about these matters. Kindly do 
inter\'ene someho^v, as things might take an ugly shape if allowed 
to drift further. 

With respects. 

Yours sincerely, 
B. S. Gilani^ 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
20 May 1946 

My dear Gilani, 

I have received your letter of the 15 th instant. I do not 
know whether Malik Khizr Hayat should leave India at a time 
when the Constituent Assembly is to be elected, an Interim Gov- 
ernment is to be formed, and other important events are to take 

rprivate Secretary to Sardar Baldev Singh; a spokesman of Christians 
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place. It would be extremely unwise to go out of India at such 
a juncture. 

I have no knowledge of the conversation which Shri Bhim Sen 
Sachar had mth Maulana Sahib but I am sure that if Malik 
piiCT Hayat d^ires that Sardar Baldev Singh should hold office 
in his absence in his place there is nothing to prevent him from 
doing so. The Congress President cannot and will not come in his 
v/ay if he chooses to make that arrangement. I do not read any 
smister motive in Shn Sachar’s suggestion, if he has made any, to 
Maulana Sahib. ^ 

Sardar Baldev Singh met me this morning, when I had not 
received your letter. But he did not say anything to me about this 
matter, as perhaps he may not be aware of it. This I think is a 
very unimportant and trivial matter and you may ignore it alto- 
gether. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Shri B. S. Gilani 
The Monastry 
Simla 
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27 July 1946 

My dear Bhim Sen, 

Last week I had a telephone call from you suggesting that you 
proposed to resign from the leadership. I could not Lderstand 
Vnn wanted to take my permission. 

Imdd W. S'h ? • Sahib as Leader and you 

S T P<^™t you to resign, if you wanted 

Sll^ Perhan.^''''' telephone 

S 

bimcdin^tr*in°^th<' Punjab muddle, particularly the 

— but we got only one I'h^' ° ‘ n-asi i."w 

of all mv cfTori^ Lrt T ^ contest at all, in spite 

ins irucdL. Jr! T to hear that in spite of my 

rj r^ncrcL ons a I 1 ' unfortunate situation, 

repercussions hasc been vcr>- serious. It has given a plausible 
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excuse to our friend Daud Ghaznavi to get out of the Congress 
at a critical moment. You kno\v how you pressed me to help 
him in his own election, as a special case, in addition to the usual 
share which was included in the budget. I had my doubts about 
your j'udgmcnt and that of Seth Sudarshan. I was insistent on 
Dr. Gopichand’s* endorsement. Unfortunately, I yielded and 
disregarded Dr. Gopichand’s Avise counsel. You are on the spot 
and you could have ivarned us even subsequently about his un- 
reliability. If you did not know or suspect about his unreliabi- 
lity, you are certainly much too simple for Punjab politics. 

Our instructions about Prof. K. T. Shah have not been 
follo\ved, but there no blame may be placed on your shoulders 
as there may be other factors beyond your control. 

There may be re-elections now for the Sikhs. I do not know 
whether you will be able to influence them at all. The younger 
elements in the Punjab are getting out of control. The Sikhs are 
being led by a group of people whose politics are not easy to 
understand. I would advise you to take Dr. Gopichand into your 
confidence and see that the Congress Sikhs at least, if not the 
Akalis, go into the election. 

I am sending this letter by a messenger, as there is complete 
dislocation of correspondence oiving to the post and telegraph strike. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Mr, Bhim Sen Sachar 
Minister, Government of Punjab 
Lahore 
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Camp New Delhi 
26 May 1946 

My dear Bhim Sen, 

When you met me at Simla, I had spoken to you about the 
resignation of Smt. Rameshwari Nehru.* She ^vants to be relieved 
and therefore you must either persuade her to continue or sec 

t Congress worker of Punjab from 1919; elected to Punjab LegisUtite Assembly 
in 1937 and again in 1916; Prime ^^nister of Punjab, 1947-51 

7 Wife of Brijlal Nehru, Accountant General of Punjab, and mother of 
B.K. Nehru, present Governor of Assam; she was a freedom fighter and rendered 
great service in rehabilitation of refugees after partition 
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that her resignation is accepted and a by-election is held in her 
place. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Mr. Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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EXTRACTS 

Lajpatrai Bhawan 
Lahore 
22 June 1946 

Aly dear Sardaiji, 

by-election for the vacancy caused by the resignation 
of Dewan Chamanlal ^ to take place now. The date of nomina- 

mstant, Maulana Sahib ^vired him 
bl elerHn 'S and new received for Assembly 

S'nl fnrT '^^h provincial committee’s recommenda- 

tions for approval Central Parliamentary Board.” 

several state- 

Sr^adv^rnm^ ^ candidates, that he had 

not before to some gentleman and his name i%'as 

notUnfcodd ““ “P >■“ 

way Sudarshan, when he was on hk 

papers and ashed him f \ S®“g to file hk nomination 

him dta, Maulana Sahib hMaSt^Ti^do'’ so. 

to r s:S7 alf ^sTh'r »ntragar°- 

district, though he belongs to Hoshiarpur 

Hoshiarpur coifstituencv at *tl nominated for the 

H. did n^o. eo„tes:"S2us” liZd Ifhl TaTL'S^ 

2 Forest contractor 0 *“ tTo.s, * t_ 

Srinasar; m-mber, Punjab L--n,wL ^r^'' ° m 

jao lacsu.ative Couoal after independence 






THE PUNJAB MUDDLE 

requested the PPCG president to aUow him to t.. 

and nominate some other person. This A name 

person ^von the seat. He svas Maulana’s host 

Kashmir last year. unng his \iyit 

Dr. Lehna Singh [Sethi] has been rccommenH.^ 
by the WG of the PPGG. The name 0 ?^^?* 

^vas not even seconded. Dr. Sethi does not Scntleman 

He is a non-party man. ^ ^ ^.ny party^ 

Therefore I would request you to confirm 
and oblige. *^ommatIon 


Wth best regards, 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 


Yours sincerely, 

Ehar^v 
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New Delhi 

A£y dear Dr. Gopichand, June I^lfi 

I have received your letter of 22nd instant. As TV- t 
Singh Sethi, General Secretary of the PPCG has been 
ly recommended by the 'Working Committee of 
nomination has been approved. -^GC, jjjj 


Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 
Lahore 


vlSbtrS;, 
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TELEGRAM 


Sardar Patel 
Care Power Farm 
Bombay 


Lahore 
i July 


jTNTS.Vn SEEKING ELECTION PUNJAB. REQUEST YOU ALSO REPrej^, 
PUNJAB. STTRONGLY RECOMMEND dlAUDIIRV KRISIINaCOPaL DUT^ 
SELECTION PUNJAB QUOTA. ItE nTTEST MEMBER. LETTER rOLLo^.j* 

OOPICIL^,.^; 


s.a.iii-6 
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Bombay 
6 July 1946 

My dear Gopichand, 

I have received your telegram of the 4th instant. I do not 
think it wise to get myself elected from the Punjab. ^Ir. Jinnah’s 
case is different. In Bombay there are only t\s ’0 seats for the Mus- 
lims and he wants his t\vo L>eague friends to go from here. Be- 
sides, he has already acquired a status for being elected from the 
Punjab by his work for Pakistan in Northern India. I thinl- Mau- 
lana Sahib is enough for him in the group, if at all it is formed. 

^ I have also received your letter of the 28th ultimo. The decla- 
ration to be signed by the candidate contained in your letter is 
quite proper and it makes no reference to para 19. The candidate 
is only to sign that declaration which commits him to nothing 
except to take part in the Constituent Assembly. "WTiy the copy of 
imtructions ^vas enclosed %vith the notice of the Assembly Party I 
do not teow. Perhaps it is an intimation of business but clause B 
of the instructions is redundant in ^dew of the declaration which 
has been sent to you. It can therefore be disregarded entirely. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopicband Bhargava, MLA 
Lahore 


New Delhi 
24 August 1946 

My dear Dr. Kitchlcw, 

in your proving, certain bad legacies 
the Sikhs. It woulH ...i - T. election disputes amongst 

tions both fj; ^nd lit fti^A ‘ir" ? 

It is creating difficulties in Congress candidates. 

S incuitics in the v.-ay of unity. I ivould therefore 
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advise you to arrange about tlic immediate withdrawal of those 
petitions. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. S, P. Kitchicsv 
President, Punjab PCC 
t.ahorc 
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New Delhi 
25 August 1946 

My dear Dr. Alam, 

Tlianks for your letter of the 16th inst, which was received 
here onfy today. 

The Interim Government has been announced and we pro- 
pose to take charge on 2 September. This is an event of unusual 
importance in the history of our country and we can all feel 
proud to have seen the day when an Indian National Government 
has been formed for the lirst time. Unfortunately the Muslim 
leadership of today has chosen to take a different course. We all 
feel ashamed of what has happened in Calcutta. No Indian can 
help feeling sorry about it. It has brought discredit to tlie country 
and has disgraced the League all ov'cr. 

You must have heard about the dastardly attack on Sir 
Shafaat Ahmed', who chose to differ from the League, and his place 
with us. Where the League leadership will lead tlie Muslims by 
this method one cannot say. The Muslims may well say that they 
may be saved from their so-called saviours. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Sh. Mohammad Alam, MLA 
14 Lytton Rd. 

Lahore 


(Started career as Professor of Hbtory; India’s Agent m South Africa, 
1941-4S; Minister, Interim Government; later accepted diplomatic assignment 
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New Delhi 






My dear Bhim Sen, 

} hearing a lot of complaints about the appoint- 

ment of Parhamenta^ Secretaries _ by your Ministry, partSarly 

cf J , complaints is from your friend, Seth 

Sudarshan. The other complaint is that you are trying to streng- 
then _ your party by making extravagant use of the power If 
n?noSm°^T distributing patronage bordering on 

what are the actual facts, what appointments you have 
made and what further appointments you propose to make. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Bhim Sen Sachar 
Minister, Punjab Government 
Simla 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Simla 

My dear Sardaiji, September 1946 

have^be^n hSrina ^5 August that you 

Parliamentary SeCTetaries° bv°°the^^- appointment of 

me. Perhaps a personal rl’ ^ Mimstry, particularly against 

^ble. I hope to be in DerhTon 9 °10 InVn 

tion wth the conference of Laho.,r\^- ^ ° October m connec- 

if you would find it convenient to grateful 

you on any one of these dates. 

from the Congress P^tv^Gh^ H ^"^c- ^^^^^™®“tary Secretaries 
Scheduled Castes) and^’«; ^ .™der Smgh (representative of the 

Sikhs) and am not likely to Jk for 

Yours sincerely, 

Sw Ddw ' Vallabhbhai J. Patel 

84 
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Simla 
27 August 1946 


My dear Sardaiji, 

I am in receipt of your letter of 24 August regarding elec- 
tion petitions. I have also received a telephonic message from 
Maulana Azad saying that a gist of the election petitions may be 
forwarded to him. The information wll be supplied to Maulana 
Sahib cither today or by tomorrow. 

Yours sincerely, 
Bhim Sen Sachar 

Sardar Vallabhbhai J. Patel 
New Delhi 


106 


New Delhi 
29 August 1946 


My dear Bhim Sen, 

I have received your letter of the 27th inst. I do not 
understand why the election petitions should not be withdrawn 
by agreement between both parties. No useful purpose would 
be served by prolonging this affair but I wish to know your own 
views and to see if there are any difficulties in doing So. From your 
letter I am not in a position to find anything by way of guidance. 
Surely it is high time now to end this matter one way or the other. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


The Hon’ble Mr. Bhim Sen Sachar 
Simla 
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Simla 
31 August 1946 

My dear Sardarji, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 29th instant. My personal 
view is that election petitions between the Congress Sikhs and the 

85 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspo>(Dence 

Panthic Sikhs should be \vithdra^vn. The position with respect to 

Dev'^TrS'?^ Sff'' petitions is not free from difficulty. Mr. 
eet ^ ^ IS leaving for Delhi today will, I hope, 

personaUy^°''^'^^'^ meeting you and will explain those cases 

descril!t5o1I^''?T'^ containing the 

Sr“a Sahib =“PP“ "> 


Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
Bhim Sen Sachar 
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My dear Sardar, " November 1946 

been^ciribuS'ffi h^^e 

circulaTw it am^if/fj S°me of the Hindus are also 

themselves for counteraction T^eT them to organise 

creating panic and ^^®^tnya Sangh is specially 

offensive."^ iTis fhotl? that others to take the 

yom- Cabinet and ,1 ^ circular were discussed in 

Lking both the con^i? denounced on the floor of the House 
not be led away bv such'o'^^i^^ remain calm and peaceful and 
this circular and iv^a counteract the efiects of 

sending a copy of this tn people. I am 

to pu/a ““'tbandhu Gupta. ?„ Labia bun 

or DeU?“b’’'' 

Stabbing in Rohta^ that there have been six cases of 

north-western districts TK reaction in some of the 

precautionary measure ■ Government is trying to take 
actions, if any. ° “ preparing for suppressing violent 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

, j.. Gopichand Bhargava 

Mr T.J, ,„Utos 



ENCLOSURE 


From an C'c-Muslim Leaguer 

Here is the verbal circular passed by Mr. Jinnah and Worlung Committee 
of the Muslim League. 

1. All Muslims of India shall die for Palustan. 

2. With Pakistan established, the whole of India should be conquered. 

3. The people of India should be converted to Islam. 

4. The Muslim kingdom should join hand with Anglo-American exploitation 
of the whole world. 

5. One Muslim must get rights of 5 Hindus, i.e, each Muslim is equal to 
five Hindus. 

6. Until Pakistan and Indian Empire is established, the following action will 
be taken; 

(a) All factories and shops owned by Hindus should be burnt, destroyed 
and looted and the loot should be given to the League oilice. 

(b) All Muslim Leaguers should carry weapons in defiance of orders 

(c) All temples should be destroyed. 

(d) Hindus should be murdered gradually and their population will be 
reduced. 

(c) All Nationalist Muslims if they do not join the League, must be 
murdered by secret League Gestapo. 

(f) Muslim League spies should be kept in every village and district of 
India. 

(g) Congress leaders should be murdered one in one month by some 
method. 

(h) Congress paper offices will be destroyed by secret Muslim Gestapo 
(single person doing the job). 

(i) Karachi, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, VIzagapattam, Goa should be 
paralysed by December 1946 by Muslim League volunteers, 

(j) Muslims should never be allowed to work under Hindu in the 
Army, Navy, Government services or private firms. 

(k) Muslims should sabotage the whole of India and Congress Gosrm- 
ment for the invasion of India by Muslims. 

(l) Financial resources are given for the Muslim League invasion of 
India by Nizam, Communists, few Europeans, Khqjas, [Sec glossary] 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondexce 

^ Bhopal a few Anglo-Indians, a f(nv Parsis and a few CSmstians. 
The Punjab, Smd and Bengal will be places of manufacture of all 

distributed to Bombay, Calcutta, 
ll^e ’ ^“Salore, Lahore, Karachi branches of the Muslim 

t"l^rnofef ^ f equipments of weapon 

ttanspDn should be used and organised for baHic against Hindus, 
Hindu culture should be destroyed 

actbn by 15 Se^mbi°i9^°^ instructions and bring into 

Yours faithfully, 
Habibur Rahman 
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Dear Dr. Gopichand, November 1946 

I have received ^our letter of flee Iltl. instnn,. 

had countrytvide circulatiori but'"* appears to have 
authentic. There are manv otb,^ m ^ °° “ 

circulating and if we started v documents which are 

o&em, the feeling would naturally he ^ 

'^^'ch we did not take any "^fcspread that those, of 

therefore, would be to take In ■ ’ r ^""^^cntic. The best course, 
Ynn 1 - iiotice of none 

P-S in D"eW h^” co“f^ J?” “‘’“P 

freatment of communal news and °° question of 

hat we are not satisfied ivith it b makes it clear 

pared to give it a fair trial time are pre- 

My pohcy is to tvatch for the ^e 
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being, but to act swiftly if the arrangement appears inadequate 
or defective. 

I received new’s about the trouble in Rohtak yesterday. I 
hope it has been localised and not spreading to villages as was 
the burden of that information. 

'With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
■Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 
Lahore 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
28 November 1946 

Dear Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 

I have had a telegram from the Governor of the Punjab in 
which he says that his Government are gravely concerned at the 
tone of the last few issues of Daivn which has published an in- 
accurate and inflammatory account of the Rohtak disturbances 
and other articles likely to stimulate communal hatred in the 
Punjab. 

2. The Governor says that orders have been issued for the im- 
mediate arrest of Dawn’s Rohtak correspondent if he can be found. 
The Government have in draft an amendment to the ordinance 
empowering the Punjab Government to ban the entry of objec- 
tionable newspapers etc. into the province, and tliis is likely to 
be Submitted to me shortly for concurrence. But the Premier and 
the Governor consider that the Central Government should take 
immediate action to stop the publication of communal articles 
such as those complained of. A provincial ban on newspapers 
published elsewhere may not be effective. 

3. I suggest this matter should be urgently examined and I have 
informed Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan* that I have written to you to 
this effect. 

>LandloTd of UPj member of provincial legislature, 1926-39; MLA (Central), 
1941 and Deputy leader of Musim League; Finance Minister in Nehru'j Interim 
Coremment, 1W6; Prime Minister of Pa loslan after parti h on 



90 


SARDAR PATEl’s CORRESPONDENCE 


4. You will of course agree that any restriction found necessary 
must [apply] impartially to all newspapers. 


The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
WavelP 
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29 November 1946 

Dear Lord Wavell, 

the oitra November 1946 regarding 

Government have represented the need for action 

'''e have had similar 

oueS^'jn Government of Bombay. Apart from its delin- 

tion nf tVio ^ have been observing that its implementa- 

was f editor of the Da^^i himself 

SncLr^ satisfactory. The approach of the 

Wn?v action most urgent, 

opinion as Legal Advisers some material for 

Press laws Tifp ^ ^ ‘^irability of action under the present 

Advocate Genera1°^™°'^ Solicitor to Government and of the 
Sdir tSttnedaf circumstances, I con- 

to which we would have 

CA.E.] Porter,^ who 

o?c the prepamtio? of a’auSwe to^for *° “J ■ ‘ 

View of the extreme ur^enrv If 7if- . P^^'POse, and m 

ordinance may have tn R flatter it is possible that this 

you have aIready”mendo*u3^hb ^ “‘^7°"'' Excchency’s letter, 
AH Khan, but the n. ^ ^ question once to Mr. Liaquat 
tremely doubtful if anv'^ f improved its ways. I am ex- 

different effect now ^ crcession on his part would have any 

Command, 19^38-39; 1945-47; GOC-in-C, Southern 

the King, 1941 -Chief, Middle East, 1939-41 ; ADC General to 

1946-4?'^’ Secretary., Home Department, during Interim Government in India, 
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4. I am afraid I am unable to appreciate paragraph 4 of your 
letter. Powers under the existing law or under the proposed 
ordinance would obviously apply to all newspapers and it is quite 
clear that in the actual implementation of those restrictions, it is 
only those papers which offend that would be involved. If Your 
Excellency’s intention was that the Home Department should be 
impartial in the administration of those powers, it hardly needed 
any reminder. 

Yours sincerety, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

His Excellency Field Marshal 

The Right Honourable Viscount Wavell 

GCB, GMsr, GMIE, CMC, MG 



SAUDAR PATEL’s CORRESPOKDE.NCE 
4. \ou v,’iJl of course agree that any restriction found necessary 

■t : .•11 . 1 . ^ 


must [apply] impartially to all newspapers. 


The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
\\'avclP 
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Nc\s' Delhi 
29 November 1916 

Dear Lord Wavell, 

the Da^^ dated 28 November 1946 regarding 

asraii^ Government have represented the need for action 
suo-gestinne r twicc before and we have had similar 

qiTencies in ^ ^ Government of Bombay. Apart from its delin- 
tion of tVif r ^ have been obsei^ing that its implementa- 

S f *' editor %ra,c Da,™ hinudf 

OonitoViimbw'J’a'k” Sf 

Recentlv j the need for action most urgent. 

Press Ia,vs of action under the present 

Advocate GeneraTP^'^^ Solicitor to Government and of Uie 

X SltfnS? ’’fP''”'- I" *0=0 circumstances. I con- 

to ukc undCT a pP™ '" *>' ncccssar>- ivhich ,ve tvould have 

once the preparatifn nf ’ asked by me to take up at 

view of the extreme urgencT^^th- P^'TOse, and in 

ordinance may have K i^atter it is possible that this 

you have already VenlWd^? ^ of Your ExceUenej-’s letter, 
Ali Khan, but the Da\i.m u Question once to ^4r. Liaquat 

tremely doubtful if anv inte^ improved its ivaj-s. I am ex- 

different effect now. ” cession on his part would have any 

193B-39; 1945-47; GOC-in-C, So-jthcni 

Uie 'Kms, 1941 “-Ciief, XGddlc East, 1939-41 ; ADC General to 

19447 '^' Departtnent, during Interim Government in India, 
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4. I am afraid I am unable to appreciate paragraph 4 of your 
letter. Powers under the existing law or under the proposed 
ordinance would obviously apply to all newspapers and it is quite 
clear that in the actual implementation of those rratricUons, it is 
only those papere which offend that would be involved. ^ Your 
Excellency’s intendon was that the Home Department should be 
impartial in the administration of those powers, it hardly needed 
any reminder. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


His Excellency Field Marshal 

The Right Honourable Viscount Wavell 

GCB, GSlSl, GMIE, CMC, MG 



CHAPTER IV 


BRITISH GOVERNOR’S PARTIALITY" 
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Karachi 
25 February 1946 

Pujya Bhai, [Sardar Patel] 

\/r 0°“^ socme a copy of the agreement t«th 

\ j ^ forwarding the same to you* I am sony 

this could not be done earlier. 

arrival here I found that conditions in the city were 
1 - therefore, to abandon my visit to Sann. 
noiL?^ d^tobances are over and the city has returned to 

have returned from Sann and I hope to com- 
th^ to you tonight on the phone all that has transpired 

pl^ne just escaped meeting %vith a 
one of’thi mmutes of our taking off from Ahmedabad, 

SLletSv ^°“ble and the bearings got 

to notice fr £- 
slowly 

With respects, 

I am. 


Yours sincerely, 
Lalji Mehrotra^ 


in Sind opposed to ?>luslira League and 


leader 

friendly to Congress 

Le adi ng Consreis - r o* . 

1919 - 20 , 

on Punjab disturbances* latc^TV -j" ^ Committee vras appointed to report 

and Industry and Ambasiadc- of India Ghasdbeis of Comsnerce 
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enclosure 

A coalition between the three groups, viz., the Congress, the Syed 

and the Nationalist Muslim group of K. B. Maula Bux, for formmg the 

Government. 

Mr, Syed and his group will be free to continue to style ' 

advance wing of the Uague and have Pakistan as the.r .deal subject 
the following conditions: 

(a) The acceptance of the right of self-determinaUon of 

in the majority provinces shall not be a condition country 

group joining the struggle for the independence of the country. 

(b) The group shall base their efforts for the ^^tainm^‘ oj 
objective on communal amity and harmony and not on hatred 
done by the official Muslim t.cague. 

(c) ' The group does and shall recognise the separate existence of the 

Nationalist Mussalmans. 

Their shall be joint responsibility of the Cabinet as also in the Coalition 
Party, the majority decision shall prevail. 

The Coalition Govetnnwnt shall cairy out the 

Ute Congress a. enunciated in their election nraurf-to. They drail also 
be free to introduce joint electorates in the local bo ... 

The present proportion of the Hindus shall be a 

shall not be altered except by mutual consent. 

Mussalman. 
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1 March 1946 


My dear Lalji, , .. ua. 

I got your letter of 25 February only yesterday. So .t has 
come by rail instead of by air. . 

The disturbances in Karachi were of a tjnie. 

compared to those that ®°i"^FJrtunIteIy condirions 

I had also to abandon my visit to Lahore. F V 

have returned, to normal and I hope there will be no mo 
trouble. 
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I read about the proceedings of the District Board’s meeting 
in which the Commissioner himself presided and Maula Bux was 
^ked to go. This is cunous but we should have expected all this 
in Sind. This means that the League is more active and gets every 
information of our move. We have lost one vote in this game, 
which ^ve expected to gain. Ho^veve^, ^^ve have to fight against 
heavy odds and I hope that with the combined efforts of Syed 
and Maula Bux it ^vill be possible to make a breach in the League 
ranks, which are none too solid. You know ^ve have also abandoned 
the Bardoli programme. Please keep me informed of the situation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Laiji Mehrotra 
Karachi 
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My dear Dr. Choithram, 


2 March 1946 


I am enclosmg heremth copy of a letter from Sjt. Lalchand 
Navalrm as well as of my reply to it, for your information. I should 
l^e to know ^vhen you propose to send your proposals about the 
Goimcil of State election. 


T ^ anything from you since I left Karachi, 

i should hke to kno^v ^vhat happened afterwards and ^vhat are the 
activity of Ae GoaHtion Party at present. The date for the 
^^bly session IS commg near. Have you been able to make any 

Same as they were -when we left? 

vou as tn V, ^ inten^al but I have not heard from 

>ou as to what has happened there. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Choithram Gidwani 
President, Sind PGG 
Swaraj Bhui'an 
Karachi 



ENCLOSURE I 
EXTRACT 


Larkana, 
21 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Patel, 

NN'hen I met you at Karadii last 1 informed you that I had put in an 
application and given it to the Provincial Congress Committee here. Rumours 
go afloat every day that the local committee would try to please the local 
Congressmen who arc Dr. Choithram, Mr. Laiji Mehrotra and Bhai Partap 
of Hyderabad. No one should forget that I have also remained a Congress 
Nationalist member. 

Hoping you do well, with kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Lalchand Navalrai 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
IVesident 

Central Congress Parliamentary Board 
Bombay 


ENCLOSURE II 


2 March 1946 


Dear Friend, 

r have received your letter of the 21st inst. So lar no report trom the 
Provincial Congress Committee has been received for the Council of State 
election. If the local Congress organisation recommends Somebody, it will not 
he possible for the Central Board to overrule it. \Vhcn I spoke to some of 
them at Karachi, I was informed that they had not considered the question 
at all. They thought that it was too premature at that time. My advice 
would be that you should try to win the goodwill of the local people. It 
is not for the Centre to impose its decision on them. It would not work. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Lalchand Navalrai 
Ea-MLA (Central) 

Larkana 

Sind 
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oncisneia 


Ekatauna 
New Zealand 

My dear VaUabhbhai, 

leaving Tn<Ea Tut* letter. It was a great v/rench 

teTcaTe?nr.1l some of the Sind Minis- 

w2 rourtfouSfanTfe'stol 

back for a time T xcnt ^A a ^ government ^v^anted me to come 
away and I o\Je co ^ never thought of running 

I doVouhL^Tc“„,dMp‘° S “-I -Id help bJ 

entirely from that nf tii<a ^ o views and outlook differ 

He is 

only conclude that t>ip i-r^* • I have ever met, and I could 

Ma differleSltom '>=8 ta North, 

and I am not, it I as weU I kfr °He^^ ^ Governor 

resign my office nf PhiVc t - i anxious that I should 

Sir?hullm?“4StJST: ^ 

Chief Court at o4 Bm both T i." permanent judge of our 
Ae ComptroUer thought 4hould^n^ [Re^^enue /^count] and 

Justice until my leave Spiis So ;t 

do so and I had to nmm' " ^*^vas not necessary for me to 
resign in case cfrcuCr" ^ not 

for Vourself alonffaut I tT"" h'"^ ^ return. This is 

case come before you. ^ ought to know, should the 

EngllnT ^ThTr! zvTsom^^ relations. The country is very like 
to ans^ver, ere are some good newspapers. ... Do not trouble 


Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
Godfrey Davis 
[Chief Justice of Sind] 


19^6-/: Governor of tyestPui;jab1^ D ^ “°°’’ Governor of Sind 

from Bombay Presideno,- ' “ ' ^ Premier of Sind when it separate* 

96 






116 


Caxton House 
Annie Besant Road 
Karachi 
20 March 1946 


Dear Sardarji, 

Here is a bit of interesting information for what it is worth. 
Of his’mvn accord, Khuhro^ told me yesterday that the 
might break. He even hinted tliat the actual breaking would be 
not over the no-confidence motion but over the bu get ^tnan 
I did not know what importance to attach to this voluntary infor* 
maUon but I utUised it to persuade Gazder to read out the speech 
I had prepared for him completely vindicaung the P“ , 

tion in respect of your and Maulana Sahib mission. ou 
find a full summary of the speech in today s issue o 
Gazette. Both sides appear to be Avaiting and watching. 

I resumed duty on 6 March but did not write to you as 

things were well settled here. My .'re nZ offeJ- 

of this paper is to expire on 31 March, ^though ey 

ing to renew the agreement, I am biding my time ° 

ther it is worth my while to stay on if a eagu g j 

going to function. Ghulam Hussain has vowed vengeance. But 

am not afraid of the old fool. 

HT R M Sharma* 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


IM. A. Khuhrot Active appeat^j^o^osed intrwion of 

Allah Bux, Premier of Smd. hut acn^itted on tmM #P ca ll- 
Punjab., into Sind politic, and champtoned Soul for Smdlu* 

2 Editor, Daily Gazette, Karachi 


S. c. III-7 
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21 Marcli 1946 


My dear Lalji, 

I have seen the proceedings of the no-confidence motion in 
the Sind Assembly. It is good that we have succeeded in 
establishing the fact that the League Ministry" is in fact not a 
League ^finistiy' but Mudie Ministry supported now openly by the 
European bloc. The Leader of the European bloc made a speech 
m dtfence of the action of the League Ministry about the com- 
mutation of death sentence and compared this case wth that of 
Chimur-Asthi commutation, which is surprising. It is clear that 
but for the Governor’s action of suppressing facts and adopting 
the unconstitutional and arbitrary procedure of calling the leader 
of a party which not in majority and refusing to call the lea- 
der of a majority party, the League would not have been able 
to form a ministiy’. 

I am enclosing herewith a cutting about a conference to be 
called by Mr. G. M. Syed at Delhi in the first week of April. I 
should like to know more about it and if you have any idea 
please let me know what arc his plans. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Lalji Mchrotra 
Karachi 
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25 March 1946 

My dear Sharma, 

1 have received your letter of the 20th instant, from which I 
lerirn that you resumed your duty [as editor of Daily Gazette, 
Karachi] on 6 March. 

It is surprising that die Mudie Ministr\' has lasted so long, 
almon certain that it would collapse at the very first sitting 
n, me Assembly hut Sind is a peculiar prorince and often unexpec- 
ted ihing'^ happen. In fact, the ministiy could never Viavc l>ccn 
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formed but for tlie Governor. Since its formation its fall was ex- 
pected every minute. This expectation is still not abandoned and 
you need not hesitate to accept the offer for the renewal of your 
agreement because of the existence of the League Ministry, as its 
existence is so precarious that you need not have the sh’ghtcst fear 
of its effective life. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Fattl 

Sjt. M, S. M. Sharma 
The Daily Gazette 
Karachi 


II9 

Karachi 
25 March 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

You might be interested to know an aside with Sir Stafford 
Cripps whom I asked whether, in the event of a breakdotvn of 
their negotiations consequent upon Mr. Jinnah’s continued in- 
transigence and taciturnity, he thought that the British had a 
technique ready with which to cope with anotlier resistance move- 
ment in India. Sir Stafford was not taken aback and he even autho- 
rised me to use his reply. “My friend,” he stated, “do not look 
back; ratlicr look forward. "We are determined to succeed and 
nothing will stop us.” 

I also took occasion to inform him of the ridiculous consti- 
tutional convention of Mudie’s making tliat any party whicli had 
set up the largest number of candidates was entitled to be called 
to form the ministry. He thought I was joking. But ^vhen I insis- 
ted that what I ^vas stating •was a fact, he expressed surprise. I 
should not be surprised if he had talked to Mudie about this. 
But I have no information. It might, ho^vever, interest you to 
know that I had caused it to be conveyed to NIudic through a 
common friend that, if he continued to be unpleasant, the Con- 
gress High Command would not hesitate to make it a preliminary 
condition of negotiations witli tlic Cabinet Mission that ICS Gov- 
ernors bent upon thwarting our progress should cither be recalled 
or removed from office. This message was conveyed to Mudie at 
Khuhro’s dinner party the other night. 

I also informed Sir Stafford Cripps that the local Europeans 
were making themselves the laughing stock of India by tlicir open 
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association wth a party which was resolved upon th^s'arting the 
good work for which Ae Alission had come out to this country. 
Rephing to his question, I stated that hir, Jinnah was deter- 
mined to obstruct and that, if in response to Jinnah’s instruction, 
the only League hlinistry refiised to (X)-operate ^vith the Centre 
in the task of setting up a national government, the European 
group wns simply abetting this backdoor arrangement in colla- 
boration wth the Governor. Naturally, it was not possible for 
me to gain an insight into his reactions for lack of time. 

But I have no such illusions really; Sir Ghulam Hussain 
solemnly assured me last night that he -cvould teU Jinnah that 
such a position as I had visualised would both be improper and 
dishonest because the Ministry and the opposition were so equally 
divided in strength as to give an equal opportunity to the opposi- 
tion in Sind. For some unkno^s^l reason the Premier ivas begin- 
ning to get sis’eet to me. I •was surprised. I soon kne\s’ the rea- 
son. He himself told me. The stor>' was this. I am repeating it to 
ou in confidence and in the hope Aat, in case you take it up ■cs’ith 
the party concerned, my name ivould be kept out for obvious rea- 
sons. The Premier was asked by me ^vhat he proposed to do to 
implement his offer of a coalition betiveen the Congress and the 
Leag^ m terms of the suggestion by Colonel 2^'Iahon. Sir Ghu- 
lam Hussain replied more or less as foUows: ‘T shall break the 
pr^ent coalition. Nihchaldas^ has already promised to soiv discord 
m his part}-. \ou also tell Nihchaldas that it is a shame that he 
u not being mwted to confer is-ith the Cabinet Delegation.” Quietly, 
however, I dropped the conversation in so far as it related to this 

vT? M yesterday I was staggered to know that 

NAchaJdas did mdeed make an attempt in the Congress part%- to 

da^ I am glad to say, unsuccessfully. Some 

Abd.d also mortaUy wounded the susceptibilities of Sheikh 

vniild -n 1- ^ him in a manner the details whereof 

h'lvr* Kpr reading. But the Avhole thing appears to 

you and Shell* 

nlarn fnr n V. • fears that you might succeed in getting a 

place for Shcl* m the Executive Couttci! otL Octroi GovLment. 

at least tK Hindus in the Congress party — 

men but that r Hindu Sabhaites than Congress- 

men but that could not be helped. But I do hope that the ban 

in Advocate of Karachi; miaatcr ia Allah Bux Cabinet 
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you had imposed on me during the elections in respect of Nih- 
chaldas has now ceased to be operative. 

Yours sincerely, 
M, S. M. Sharma 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Bombay 

PS. 

Before you get this letter the ministry may have collapsed. 

M. S. M. 
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28 March 1948 

My dear Sharma, 

Your letter of the 25th instant was received today. I do not 
know what Sjt. Nihchaldas is doing but I have not heard any 
complaint against him as yet from the party. I do not think he 
will go against party discipline as he is likely to finish up his 
career if he were to do any such thing. 

You expected the ministry to fall but your expectations were 
premature. The attempt made has done harm to the Coalition 
and perhaps strengthened the ministry. It has affected the repu- 
tation of tlic Coalition, which stood on clean grounds up to now. 
Sind is a peculiar province, where principles hold no field, nor can 
anybody be trusted to keep his word or promise. It is a strange 
place. I wish to know why you want freedom to criticise Sjt. 
Nihchaldas in the Press. You must give me some idea about your 
complaint. It is unwise to attack the Coalition in the Press as it 
is likely to create dissensions and Sjt. Nihchaldas may think that 
some of his colleagues in the Coalition may be at the back of the 
affair. I am at a distance and it is difficult for me to ascertain 
and to assess facts. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. M. S. M. Sharma 
Karachi 
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27 March 1946 

My dear Lalji, 

Up to now the Coalition Party was able to hold its head 
mgh as It stood on clean record and on principles. By making a 
settlement wth Mir Bundeh the Coalition Party wmpromis- 

its reputation, as it had to offer a 
o’" him to come out of lus party and join 

Stan? hi v"' Bundeh Ali to 

Zlner^L f Coalition more 

^e Sv^./ Sometimes even improper actions 

tiveTe7e thrf^°'''“^*"^^ the objec- 

^ i^veh impropriety of the action more 

price ntid m W V u expected. Besides there was a 

kept bitn on <;nn ® ™sht have considered sufficient as it 

the naSr.vv\l" T? ^ "ioctorate as he had not to leave 

to the higher authnn't'^ to look 

ceptional.^If Mir Bundeh Si had^left 

of inducpmpnt tiao leit the League wthout any offer 

attack the source possible to effectively 

clean it is dSr S . ^ Pressure on him. Our hands not being 

»>■'' 

p=th5'th^*Su Mrcif’a.'r" ‘s'^' 

come end so tie present. ministry '“Su^w" “t ““n-“ 

miexpected happens in the inte^l ^ ^ something 

from'Deli“^Sl“e\.“'^ *'» ' ‘“'■e received 

^eming on an eaict Lm S°°SvS's°^' °f 

Sind Obser%rer of the 22mL ^ ^ ^P^“^ reported in the 


1 Member, Smd LegisUtare 

pular doctor m Jacobabad aad member, Smd Legidaturc 
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Please keep me informed of the situation there from time to 
time. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Lajji Mchrotra 

Messrs, Bacchraj Factories Ltd. 

Karachi 
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EXTElACr 

Karachi 
23 May 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I have not written to you nor got into any telephonic talks 
with you after you left Karachi. That duty, by common consent, 
had been assigned to ray friend, Laiji Mehrotra. He is however 
out of station, having gone to Kashmir for a change. I am there- 
fore taking the privilege of writing to you this letter. 

I have no doubt in my mind that your strong stand has 
achieved success for India. 1 have always believed that weakness 
never pays. I have read Mr. Jinnah’s statement. He has pleased 
himself by calling the two alleged groups as two Pahistans. This 
indicates that he or his "Working Committee is going to accept 
the proposals. A bully is always a coward and he and his Muslim 
League Nawabs answer that description fully. 

Mr. G. M. Syed’s group have passed a resolution saying that 
all have failed because they have not made each province a separate 
independent unit. The resolution is to the effect that all these 
[provincial] units should have a common centre and that each unit 
should receive equal representation at the centre. He is against 
grouping or sub-federations. So far his proposals are not bad. 

His proposal, even if accepted, will give preponderance to the 
Congress. Of course he has added that in the representation given 
to each unit, Hindus and Muslims should have equal numbers. 
That of course is absurd as I told him that 8% or 10% population 
cannot have parity with 90% population in some provinces. Poor 
man is neither here nor there. He thinks he has now got an 
opportunity to strike at Jinnah and his League. 

In Sind the Cabinet is divided into two definite parties. One 
vnng is led by Sir Ghulam Hussain and has its members Mhr 
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Ghulam AH' and Pir lUabi Bus?; the other is led by Khnhro wth 
Afir Bundeh AH Khan and Pir Abdul Sattar^ as members. 

% ^ 

I would seek your advice as to the member who should re 
present the Hindus of Sind in the Gonstitution-maknig body. 
There is J^Ir. Jairamdas Doulatram^ outside the Assembly. He, 
however, now leads a retired life and I don’t know whether he 
would undertake tlie trouble and responsibility of going to the 
Constitution-making body. 

^ ^ ' 

From inside the Legislature the aspirants might be Prof. MaL 
kani,^ Prof. Ghanshyam® and hlr, Sidhwa. ^ou know each one 
of them. As for myself, if you or the Congress members of the 
Legislature are of the \dew that I should imdertake this duty, I 
shall do so. But other^Ndse I won’t like to have a division over this 
question for my sake. 

'Wishing you health and complete success, 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 
Nihchaldas C. Vazirani 
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2 June 1946 

My dear Nihchaldas, 

I have your letter of 23 May, perhaps for the first time after 
I left Karacln. I had not heard anything firom Sind since a long 
time. 


IVc had a busy time for about t\vo months in Delhi and Simla. 
So far wc have done a ver\" good job of the thing and I hope 
tve uill hear no more of that mischievous cry of Paldstan, In any 
e^xnt^ the ^luslim League tvill expect no such thing from the 
British Government or to secure any assistance from that quarter 
for that purpose. 


J Minister in Allnh Bux Cabinet in Sind 
2 Ntirsam leaner cf Sind; minister in Lca^e Cabinet 

^ ?^tini5ter in Allah Bmc Cabinet 

AlCC, 1917; MLC (Bombay), 1927-29; Gcncxal Secretary, AlCC, 
1931-24; tnember. Congress WcsrHng Cammiucc; Member GA 1941; Ethar Go-.-emor, 
1947; later Union Minister and Governor xVsam 

" Gandnioa 'A*orbcr dc**oted to Jlarijan uplift and propagation of 

Vb-adl 

CGhanshv-am jethanand: Leader of Congresa party in Sind Legislature 
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Regarding the clause of grouping, I feel certain that the Mus- 
Jinis of Sind as a wjiole will not like to be ruled by Punjab and 
have a capital in Delhi for the Union and one at Lahore for the 
Group. In my opinion, no province will be willing to sacrifice 
provincial autonomy. It is against human nature and this group- 
ing is not going to help the Muslim League at all. But our objec- 
tion to it is on principle. The Cabinet Delegation cannot and 
should not coerce any province to go into a group against its 
own will, although it has freedom to opt out later. 

I have seen the Syed group’s resolution. I dislike entirely 
their demand for equal representation in the Centre. The Mus- 
lim League asked for parity but I opposed it stoutly. Parity in 
any shape or form is against the very principles of democracy 
and no amount of quibbling can justify it. Indeed Syed has got 
a very good opportunity to strike at Jinnah because Jinnah and the 
League have secured nothing for the Muslims after a struggle of 
five years against the Congress and after the spreading of so 
much communal bitterness. His main demand of Pakistan is 
buried forever. His demand for parity is not accepted. The 
Muslims in the Hindu majority provinces have lost weightage in the 
Constituent Assembly. They will be in a hopeless minority. The 
principle of representation on a population basis is accepted. The 
only thing that he got, as a face-saving device, is grouping which 
will be seriously opposed by his own people. 

The Muslim Leaguers in their convention at Delhi took oath 
under which they are bound not to enter the Interim Govern- 
ment till the principle of Pakistan is accepted. All of them are 
now anxious to go in in spite of the pledge. 

You will soon find cracks and quarrels in the Muslim League 
everywhere. You are suggesting Sheikh Abdul Majid as a represen- 
tative for the Constituent Assembly as a good nationalist. Perhaps 
you may be right but I can trust nobody who wants more re- 
presentation for his community at the cost of the other community. 

All nationalists must accept the principle of representation on a 
population basis. No device to turn a majority into a minority can 
be accepted under any circumstances. In our anxiety to placate 
the Muslim League, we have diluted nationalism to such an extent 
that it has almost lost its original genuine appearance, 

I am not in touch with Jairamdas [Doulatram] at all. He is 
So much involved in his domestic affairs, owing to his daughter’s 
illness, to whom he is so much devoted that he wll hardly find 
time for the Constituent Assembly. Besides, his health is also not 
quite all right. 
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In the Constituent Assembly we want men who can make a 
good contribution in the complicated task of Constitution-making 
or drafting and we certainly ^vant men of ability and experience. 
We have not yet decided about the question of selection but 'we 
hope to do so and issue instructions, as soon as we are able to 
settle ^s^th the British Government finally about the points that 
we have raised in our resolution. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Nihchaldas C. Vazirani 
Karachi 
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EXTRACT 

Karachi 
8 Jime 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I acknowledge •with thanks receipt of your letter of 2nd ins- 
tant. 

I hasten to bring to your notice one point which has not yet 
been mentioned in the Press. It is about grouping. The point is 
whether any province has the right by a majority vote of the 
. > to opt out from the group in which it is compulsorily put 

m, after the Constitution is made and election is held in pur- 
suance o lat Constitution. According to me this point has been 
purposely left vague. You would notice that it has been expressly 
^ntioncd m tiie para giving right after 10 years to the prown- 
\ ^ u the Constitution that that object could 

vote* ^ ^ majority vote. No such prorision of majority 

auLt!JT,- deals srith tiie 

nf P in’-it ^Ppears to me that the group body, say, 

Tn ti e'S;^- , Baluchistan and Sind, can by a Majority pro Jo 
om ouf?x. . P^"dng, tliat no uJit can 

then neither*^?! majority. If that is permissible 

St in nlni' can e^-er opt out. Tliat would 

EttablS t dicse prorinces and Pakistan would 

oc established in practice forever. 

Vours sincerely, 

v.,ll,bl.bhai P„cl O.atunnai Varimni 

Ddl.i 
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Karachi 

10 June 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

As regards grouping, the [Cabinet] Mission’s statement 
mentions that at the initial stage the provinces shall belong to me 
various sections. Tlic respective sections shall then decide whether 
they will form themselves into groups or not; and if they acci e 
to form a group, then they should further decide what subjects 


should be assigned to the group. 

Now take B-Group. The provinces put In that section are 
Sind, Britbh Baluchistan, N\VF Province and the Punjab, buppos- 
ing three provinces — Baluchistan, the NWFP and Sind y a 
majority of 3 provinces out of 4, say they shall not form a group, 
will their voice prevail, or is that decision also to be X ^ 

majority of the members of the Constituent Assembly belon^ng 
to that section? I think if three out of four provinces say no, their 
voice should prevail. On the other hand, according to the repr«^- 
tation on the Constituent Assembly, the Punjab gets 2 mem , 
Sind only 4, NWF Province 3, 

Out of this total of 36. only 8 members belong to the three pro- 
Vinces and 28 to one province. it the intentton ^ 

can compel the three other provinces to form a ^oup g _ 

rvill and also to decide what subjects should belong to the gro p. 

That would be unjust. 

I suggest that if on the question “f 
Congress in the Interim Government there .s ^ 

solution, then at least this point 

amended so as to give a right to the units of the secnon to deade 
by a majority vote tliat there shall be no grouping. 

The Mtoicn has made a *.in=tion between secno and 

sections shall dedde whether they shall form groups or n , 
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In the Constituent Assembly •^ve ^vant men who can make a 
good contribution in the complicated task of Constitution-making 
or drafting and we certainly -^s-ant men of abihtj' and experience. 
We have not yet decided about the question of selection but ts'e 
hope to do so and issue instructions, as soon as tve are able to 
settle wth the British Government finally about the points that 
we have raised in our resolution. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Nihchaldas C. Vazirani 
Karachi 
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EXTRACT 

Karachi 
8 June 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I ackno\*tlcdge wth thanks receipt of your letter of 2nd ins- 
tant. ‘ 

I hastra to bring to your notice one point which has not yet 
Ptess. It is about groupins. The point is 
ct er any pro\-ince has the right by a majorit)- vote of the 
.._crnD \ to opt out from the group in which it is compulsorily put 
in, auer the Constitution is made and election is held in pur- 
wU ncc o at Constitution. According to me this point has been 
^ ^ ^ '^agne. \ou would notice that it has been expressly 

after 10 years to the pro%in- 
Ka - ^ ^ 5‘^’ision of the Constitution that that object could 

vot^ ^ ^^jority vote. No such pro\-i 5 ion of majority 

of Punjab \'\\TP die group body, say, 

in the Gincf'f • ’ ^^d Sind, can by a majority pro\idc 

0-.1 be framing, Oiat no uSe nan 

then ndihVSc^tVTpTo”' 

lie to dicse prorinces and Pakistan would 

CT'^li.uncd in practice foro-cr. 

Vours sincerely, 

Sardar Wallablibhai Patel ^'"i^chaldas Giaturmal Vazirani 

New Delhi 



125 

EXTRACT 


Karachi 
10 June 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

^ regards grouping, the [Cabinet] Mission’s statement 
mentions that at the initial stage the provinces shall belong to the 
various sections. The respective sections shall then decide whether 
they wU form themselves into groups or not; and if they decide 
to form a group, then they should further dcade what sul^ccts 
should be assigned to the group. 

Now ta Jee B-Group, The provinces put in that section arc 
Sind, British Baluchistan, N\VF Province and the Punjab. Suppos- 
ing three provinces — Baluchistan, the NlVFP and Sind — by a 
majority of 3 provinces out of 4, say they shall not form a group, 
ivill their voice prevail, or is that decision also to be taten by a 
majority of the members of the Constituent Assembly belonging 
to that section? I think if three out of four provinces say no, their 
voice should prevail. On the other hand, according to the represen- 
tation on the Constituent Assembly, the Punjab gets 28 members, 
Sind only 4, NWF Province 3, British Baluchistan 1 — total 36. 
Out of this total of 36, only 8 members belong to the three pro- 
vinces and 28 to one prorince. Is it the intention that one Punjab 
can compel the three other provinces to form a group against their 
will and also to decide what subjects should belong to the group? 
That would be unjust. 

I suggest that if on the question of representation of the 
Congress in the Interim Government there is going to be a good 
solution, then at least this point should be got clarified or suitably 
amended so as to give a right to the units of the section to deride 
by a majority vote that there shall be no grouping. 

The Mission has made a distinction between section and 
group. They arc not likely to amend the clause in such a way as 
to make it optional for the provinces to get into a particular 
section, or not, because they stand committed on that point. But 
as it is already provided in the Wlute Paper that the respective 
sections shall decide \vhether they shall form groups or not, they 

107 
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can say that for the purpose of coming to that decision each unit 
shall have an equal voice. It would be sheer injustice to give the 
power to the representatives of a single province to decide that 
three other autonomous provinces should compulsorily group %vith 
that one province against their vnlL 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 
Nihchaldas C. Vazirani 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
12 June 1946 

My dear Nihchaldas, 

I have received your letters of the 8th and 10th inst. 

There are certain points in the Cabinet Mission’s proposals 
which bear different interpretations and there are some which 
require explanation. But it is imnecessary to go into the details 
of these contradictions and omissions or ask for their explanations, 
as^ the document is final and the proper time for interpretation 
^\411 come when the Constituent Assembly meets, I have no doubt 
in my mind that according to the legal interpretation of the docu- 
ment the pro\dnces are free to join or not to join, even in the 
first instance and after the group constitution is finmed, they have 
a fur&er right to opt out of the group. I have seen the point 
raise by “you also. I do not think it is wise to open up these 
letters at this stage. If ^ve find the proposals othenvise satis- 
actorv and the interim arrangement is made to our satisfaction. 
It would be TOC to accept the proposals. But it is just likelv that 
the whole thing may break on the question of composition of the 
n o\ emment. This, in our opinion, is a vital matter and 

e rcsu t o our discussions will end one way or the other in a 
day or two. 


^ I ha\ e seen statements of Syed and his party but they are 
m a small nunority and would not be able to affect the decision. 
fV - ^ ^ Muslims in Sind realise that they will lose 

the Plutonomy, they are bound to oppose it and when 

Sind ^^^idemtion of grouping will come, the people of 

Sind will realise its fuU implications. Nobody TOnts to sacrifice 
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one’s own provincial patriotism and I have little doubt that this 
formation of groups ^viU create dissensions in tlie Muslim League 
itself. But we must wait till the proposals are accepted and the 
time for tlic meeting of tlie Constituent Assembly comes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Nihchaldas Vazirani 
Karachi 
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Amil Colony 
Karachi 
21 June 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Blrla House 
New Delhi 


MEETING ASSEMBLY PARTY TOMORROW. QUESTION 
REPRESENTATIVES CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY WILL BE DISCUSSE . 

DATE NOMINATIONS SECOND JULY. SIND ASSEMBLY MEETING 
JULY FOR ELECTIONS. KINDLY WIRE INSTRUCTIONS PROCEDURE. 

ghANSHYAM TETIIANAND 


128 

telegram 


New Dellii 
25 June 1946 


Ghanshyam Jethanand 
Amil Colony 
Karachi 

rONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY PROPOSALS. 
YOUR WIRE. CONGRESS ACCEPTS GONSmu 

IF JAIRAMDAS AGREES ADVISE ELECT HIM. 


VALLABHBHAI 



129 


Karachi 
15 July 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Sind politics again occupy front page. We have definitely 
added two more members to the Coalition Party. Neither K. B.* 
Fazal Mohd. Khan nor K. S.^ Sardar Khan are seekers of any jobs. 
K. B. Fazal Mohd. Khan enjoys a very good reputation for the 
sanctity of his promises, and is considered fairly reliable. K. B. 
Fazal Mohd. Khan has acted in accordance -with the declared 
wishes of his voters. His supporters are wth him. The tract to 
which he belongs is really backward and the only promise they 
have got from us is with regard to the prosecution of irrigation 
schemes and other works connected wth his tract. K. B. Sardar 
Khan gave full trial to the other side and has then come over. He 
is not a Muslim Leapier by conviction. Neither did he stand on 
the Muslim League ticket. 

The present Governor is a nuisance. We think we have got 
a very clear case no^v. We have demanded that the Governor 
should call an early session. We have also requested the Governor- 
General to exercise his controlling powers under Sec. 54 of the 
Government of India Act and direct the Governor to call the 
session at an ^rly date. Mr. Malkani has been deputed to go and 
and see Pandit Jawaharlal and post him up %vith all facts, as Pandit- 
ji had issued a strong statement on the subject. I have no doubt 
in my mind that the Governor was wong in proroguing the As- 
sembly and thus shutting out the no-confidence motions. 

This is a very important question. A principle is involved. 
KecUon petitions are pending against four members of our part)', 
including Sardar Khan. The Ministers and the Governor would 
do cvery'thing in their power to harass them. How can a ministry' 
be allowed to carr>' on government after it was proved on the 
H^r of the House that it had no majority? On the 12th we were 
in the opposition and there were only 24 on the government 
benches. The Speaker himself said that it was obvious that the 
trovcm merit had no majority, 

^ Kiian Uahndur 
2KUa.n SMuU 


no 
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Do kindly treat this as an all-India question. From the 
conduct of the Governor it is arguable that the British are not 
serious in tlicir professions. I have no doubt that the Governor 
did consult tlic Viceroy before passing his order. 

Hosv long can it be permissible for a minority party to carpr 
on government? The Government of India Act does not contam 
a provision of meeting being called on the requisition o mem ers. 
\Vc however have sent a requisition signed by 31 members to t c 
Governor. Section 62 of the Government of India Act v«ts the 
power orc.alling a meeting in the Governor and this power he is to 
exercise in his discretion and therefore can ignore the ministers 
advice. The ministers will avoid as much as they can. 

Something has to be done to maintain the prestige of the 
Congress. Sessions should be called before 15 August. 

With respects, ^ 

^ 1 am. 

Yours sincerely, 
Nihchaldas C, Vazirani 

Shri Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


30 July 1946 

My dear Nihchaldas, , 

I received your letter of the therefore 

back owing to the postal strike, which is si . th^re 
sending this letter trough a friend who is ^ 

Your Governor has at last called the ^sem y 
5 September. The Ramzan came as a handy «cus • 
it would have been called earlier because he had to caU th 
ing in spite of his disinclination to do so. 

In view, however, of fte ^ fte boycou of ^ 
League Council any good*^ result tvill 

Constituent Assembly, it is doubtful resolu- 

come out of your efforts. The repercussio Assembly 

tion on direct action may be such as wou ^ . because 

members who have left the League recen y -oused to such a 
the fanaticism of the Muslim masses may 
pitch that they may not be able to hold on to 

The leaders of the League and gof nothing and 

negotiations they have lost all along the Ime and got g 
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therefore they are anxious now to ^vriggle out of their acceptance 
of the scheme. They are^ therefore, out for trouble and I am 
afraid your province may have a bad time. But there is no help. 
The nation has to go through the ordeal. I hope you wUl all 
stand together in the coming crisis. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Nihchaldas G. Vazirani 
Karachi 
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TELEGRAM 

Karachi 
19 July 1946 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

StXD GOVERNMENT APPOINTED COLLECTOR RAZA AS SECRETARY SIKD 
DELEGATION TO CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY FOR COLLECTING DATA AND 
FOR FRAMING PROPOSALS CONCERNING FUTURE SIND CONSTITUTION. 
I INTEND OBJECT APPOINTMENT FIXING FUNCTIONS MTTHOUT CON- 
SULTING DELEGATION. KINDLY WIRE IF CONGRESS G0\T:RN>IENT 
ALSO APPOLNTING SECRETARIES TO DELEGATIONS SIMILARLY. 

JAIRAMDAS 
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TELEGRAM 


Karachi 
23 July 1946 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
Marine Drive 
Bombay 


EEL APPOINTMENT SMALL EXPERT COMMITTEE LEGAL OTHER 
S^UnON ESSENTIAL. KINDLY MOVE JAWAIL\RLAL IF 
nOPE YOUR CONTINUED EFFORTS SECURE PRESENCE. 
SIKH. IN CONSTITUENT .^SSEMBLY WLL SUCCEED. 


JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM 
CARE iUNmU 
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Bombay 

• 30 July 1946 

My dear Jairamdas, 

I had received two telegrams from you, one about the ap- 
pointment of Collector Raza as Secretary of the Sind Delegation 
to the Constituent Assembly and another suggesting the appoint- 
ment of a small expert committee. Both these telegrams were 
received but I could not send a reply o^ving to the post and tele- 
graph Strike. Tlic strike is still on and I am, therefore, sending 
this letter through a friend who is coming tliere. 

I do not know of any such appointment being made m tlic 
Congress provinces. But the question becomes less important now 
owing to the Muslim League Council having passed a resolution 
withdrawing its assent and of boycotting the Constituent Assembly. 

I sec that the Governor has after all ftxed 5 September as the 
day for the Sind Assembly meeting. But I am not sure what re- 
percussions the boycott resolution will have >n /our province. It 
is quite possible that the fanaticism of the Muslim masses w 
once again be roused to such a pitch that those were again t 
the present ministry may not be able to hold on o / ^ 
tion dll the last. I expect we will have 

the League seems determined to meek the scheme, ^cy have 
found that they have gained nothing and lost all along hne m 
the negotiations. I am afraid there will be more trouble m your 
province than any%vhere else. But there is no e p. 
through this ordeal. Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Jairamdas Doulatram 
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30 July 1946 


My dear Sharma, 

I have your letter of the 24th 
The postal strike is still on and 
through a friend. 


inst. sent through a m^sengcr. 
therefore I am sending this 
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I expected you to meet me in Bombay, as you had sent me 
a telegram. Shri Nihchaldas was in correspondence wth me on 
the question of grouping but the postal strike intervened and his 
letters were delayed and I could not reply. This question has now 
become unimportant because of the resolution of boycott passed 
by the Muslim League Council yesterday in Bombay. * 

Your Governor’s action this time created a stir and its 
repercussions would have been serious had it not been for tlie 
intervention of Ramzan, which came as a handy excuse for delay- 
ing the calling of the Assembly meeting. He has fixed it now 
on 5 September, soon after the Ramzan montla is over. This 
question, however, will not perhaps be of much importance as 
tlie resolution of the Muslim League Council and its aftermath 
may again stir up fanaticism to such a pitch that those who had 
left the League may again be driven back to its fold, and the 
no-coufidcnce motion may once more fail. It is difficult to say 
what would happen after a month. The League is out for 
trouble. Its leaders have realised at last that they have lost all 
along the line and gained nothing in the negotiations. There- 
fore they want to wriggle out of their acceptance. Your province 
may find itself in trouble and turmoil. But there is no help. The 
nation has to go through tliis ordeal. Freedom’s price has got to 
be paid. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri M, S. M. Sharma 
Karachi 
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Karaclii 
3 August 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

• c'ldosing heremth translations of statements published 

m the bind Obsci^-cr dated 3-8-46 issued by Mir Ghulam Ali, 
* ttitstcr, and Pir Illahi Bux, Revenue Minister, Sind 
nf editorial of Alwahid, a Muslim League daily 

originally [published] in Sindhi, and an extract from 
the Daily Gazette dated 3-8-46. 

pas^iing of the resolutions in tlic recent 
^ ouncil of the All India Muslim League Iicld at 
communal tension in Sind has worsened, as evidenced by 
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the enclosed matter. Such statements made by responsible imnis> 
ters are all the more deplorable and are very liiely to further 
increase lawlessness in this unfortunate province unless immediate 
steps arc taken to remedy the situation. 

^ • Yours sincerely, 

Ghoithram P, Gidwani* 
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5 August 1946 


My dear Dr. Ghoithram, 

I received your letter of the 3rd inst. along wth its enclosures 
yesterday. I am not surprised that the communal situation has 
since worsened in your province and it is due to the inexcusable 
behaviour of responsible Ministers. Greater responsibility is, that 
of the Governor who is encouraging this by his unconstitutional 
conduct. The nation, however, has to pass through this trial and 
I hope that in the test it will not be found wanting. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Dr. Ghoithram P. Gid^vani 
Karachi 
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5 August 1946 

My dear Sidhwa, 

Your letters were delivered to me only yesterday owing to 
the postal strike. I am glad that you have been elected from CP 
vvithout any difficulty, and the Parsi friends there have been very 
accommodative. 

Your Governor has at last called the meeting of your Assembly 
on 5 September, much against his will. But I am afraid he will 
do his best to frustrate your efforts to get the resolution of no- 
confidence passed, 

I am surprised to hear about the reaction caused there by the 
recent resolution of the League Council. Why should such empty 
threats and vulgar abuses affect your party’s course of action? 
Please keep me informed of the events that may take place in your 

1 Congress leader of Sind; President, Stnd PCC, before independence; Chief 
spokesman of Sind in Congress organisation 
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province on account of the League resolution and the calling of 
the meeting of the Assembly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri R. K. Sidhwa, MLA 
Victoria Road 
Karachi 




extract from MR. R. K. SIDHWA’S LETTER OF 16 AUGUST 1946 
TO SARD.AR PATEL 

\\hUe I was in Delhi Sardar Baldev Singh, Punjab Minister, 
was in the same hotel ivhere I ivas and he told me that the calling 
of our session of 5 September is at the instance of the Viceroy. 
It IS just possible as the past conduct of Mudie I would not accept 
that mra accord has summoned it. As you rightlv state, 

he would do his best_ to frustrate our efforts. Yusuf Chandio who 
IS at presei^ the Parliamentary' Secretary' has resigned on tlie bait 

^ Ministry by our friends. This is 

j cnc osc a cutting from which you will see he has 
not yet joined our party. In any case I inU not be sure unless 

Tnrli “ ^ ^ a time before. 

Today ive are m a majority of Uvo votes; I do not knoiv what 

t'T'" ^ decision in i-iew of the changed 

thcv arr* j them, but my information is that 

?2™c i,'. , 1 “!; “v “O' “ '“pp“« 

it I nm \ the Governor has a hand in 

form ihp p that the Congress having accepted to 

SZ r™"""'.’' yox "ill trtc ite of hh oc- 

' ““"ly “S'" "i'l- ym “'■<! 

should ai oil 1 'u *1 Majid as to why our party 

Should at all bo dtsturbod by Uto acUon of the League. 
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New Delhi 

My dc.ar Sidhwa, 

^\i.scmbu' mc«s^'in^ letter of the 16lh instant. After all your 

of September and let us hope 
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this time there ^vill be no repetition of the same old story and 
the Ministry will be dethroned. Dr. Choithram was here and he 
has informed me of the present situation there. 

Unfortunately the Europeans in India stiti sympathise with 
the Muslim League and the Governor there %«!! not allow them to 
Vote against the Ministry even if they want to do so. 

The Provisional Government has been announced and we 
propose to take charge on 2 September. Perhaps this ivill make a 
change in the atmosphere. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri R. K. Sidhwa 
Karachi 
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EXTRACTS 

Karachi 
17 August 1946 

Dear Sardar Sahib, 

I hope the Congress is taking over the reins of Government 
in a few days. 

You know the Governor of Sind. There is no change in his 
attitude. He would do all possible mischief. 

If a Sind Muslim, a non-League one, is taken in the Interim 
Government, it would encourage all non-League Muslims in Sind 
and the whole outlook ^vould change. 

I would very earnestly request that you should [givcj this matter 
your serious consideration. 

With regards, 

I am. 

Yours very sincerely, 
Nihchaldas C, Vazirani 

Shriman Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
21 August 1946 

My dear Nihchaldas, 

, ^ have yoiu" letter of yesterday, in which you strongly advocate 

the case of Sheikh Abdul Majid. It is difficult for m to accom- 
modate aU interests, provincial and others, when we have got a 

space. In these matters, ive have to be guided main- 
ly by Maulana [Aaad] Saffib’s advice. 

f„u ^ also received your letter of the 17th instant. We are 
f titude of your Governor. He and his tribe 

the ‘ They cannot forgive 

leave ^eh has compelled them to be prepared to 


Shri Nihchaldas G. Vazirani 
Karachi 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Karachi 

x/r j r. 26 August 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

the siiuad^on.^° tCc ar^Ithf i^tant. I fully appreciate 

, , are still tivo vacancies. 

ovcrdirowng informed you that we have hope of 

^ncc^m^bc^rc^iTar^'''^ volunteers from [all over] the pro- 
thc no-coiifidcncc motionTs*^ to °b ^ ^^^P^ember, the day on which 
arc enlisting ‘Jan Bazes ’ '^P admission. They 

oatii of sacrificing their lives battalion, who arc on 

as days for holding a big \fu 5 i;„ ? ® ^ September, 

arc the dap on ^ficb ib. League session at Karachi. These 

scd. Tlic CXCU 5 '' is die rlr ?'^*'°nfidcncc motion would be discus- 
^ is die elecuon of prosincia! League office-bearers. 
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They are adopting all illegitimate means to coerce the members 
of our party. 

We have a very unscrupulous Collector in the person of Mr. 
Masud, ICS, Collector of Nawabshah. He came personally to 
Karachi and had the temerity to beg Haji Maula Bux to go to the 
League. He failed. He then tried to put into jail Mr. Newandram, 
MLA, on the excuse of his having committed contempt oi comt. 
But he failed there. He created a lot of mischief in Bombay. He 
has been thrust on us. We wish to be rid of him. 

Ministers have ordered the issue of a warrant of arrest o 
Dadankhan, one of our members, under the 
Code. That is a funny matter. Dadankhan’s nephew has go 
under the protection of the Court of Wards. He was separa 
Dadankhan. Ministers have held, %vithout any inquiry or material 
and against facts, that Dadankhan must have been P° * 
for previous four years and must have made a pro t o ' ’ 

and they have asked that the amoimt be recovered as a 
land revenue by putting Dadankhan into jail. 

We shall however get through, I hope, and then ea 
the matters. , . 

Probably the question of dealing with Hun, f/^d the succ«- 
sor of the Pir of Pagaro^ might have to be ^ealt ^h by^y°"; 
These arc questions that would affect Ac ? . There is 

I would like to be heard before you take any ^«isio . 
however no particular hurry. Such ques ions ^ nomi 

• Possibly some change might have to 

nated members of the Central LegislaUve ^sc^ you should 

more reliable and competent ni^. v.nmprl Rashdi 

kindly bear in mind the name of Pir Ah Mahomed Rashdi. 

With kind regards, ^ 

Yours very sincerely, 
Nihchaldas G. Vazirani 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 


1 Hereditary 


head of Hur tribe In Sind 
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New Delhi 
29 August 1946 

My dear Nihchaldas, 

I ha%"e received your letter of the 26th instant Both Haji 
Moula Bux and Dr, Choithram have appraised us of the situation 
there. ^Ve are passing through difficult times and %ve must face 
them manfully. In Sind the official alliance %sith the League makes 
the position more difficult 

I do not kno'sv when iVir. Masud was transferred but I belie\"e 
that he got himself transferred before the Congress Ministry [as- 
sumed] office in Bombay. There was some enquir}^ pending against 
him and he was naturally firightened. I ^vas under the impression 
that he got himself transferred to the Government of India but 
from your letter it seems that he has been placed as Collector of 
Navrabshah, 

They vrUl stram eveiy^ ner\’e to keep the present Ministr}^ in 
office and I would not be surprised if their efforts succeed once 
again. 

Complicated questions like the successor of Pir Pagaro, the 
general question of dealing 'v\ith the Hurs etc,, may be allovred to 
wait for some time. We are taking office on 2 September and v/e 
must allow some time till vre have a grasp of the situation. 'We 
have not decided vrhat to do about the nominated bloc. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Nilichaldas C. Vazirani 
Karachi 
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Karachi 
24 August 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I hope you have recewed my letter dated 22nd instant vnth 
enclosures. I am enclosing herewith a copy of the circular issued 
120 
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BRrnSU CO^TR^■OR*S PARTIAtnY 

by tl»c Sind Provincia! Muslim League. f “"Lfon” 

about disturbances .at tlic time of the n«t Sind / ssem J * 

Tlic circular purports to be a notice of an cleyon ^ 
it discloses the preparations that arc being ma c o 
lim League volunteers for the purpose of Uj^^ccs in 

.I«au of .he agent, of .he Ministers .o cren. 
order to retain the League Ministry m power. I 
just to keep you informed. 

R. K. Sidlnva 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 


enclosure 

EXTU^Senr. FROX. A CRCUIAR OF WE SIND FROVIKCAE 

MUSLIM LI:f\GUE 

To elect the omce-bearer, for the New Ve:^ 
tant matters, the anmial general body meeting o Idgah Maidan, 

League Council will be held on 8 and 9 September 1W6. at 
Bunder Road, in a large grand tent to be put up, »o 

3,000 visitors. j,„id its sittings will 

Around the large tent in whic diesc will be 

be put up three »mall leuts on each o come fro^ different 

lodged batches of Muslim National Guards, w swU be accommo- 

districts , . . and Salare Suba. In one of them m Council of the 

dated the Council of the Provincial Muslim League o ^ presidents and 

Provincial Muslim League svill issue direction , jjjp the Salare Suba, 
Salars to depute 10 Muslim Guards ^11 teach Karachi 

so as to reach Karachi on 7 September. there will be a meeting of 

on the evening of 5 September as on the next ay already engaged 

all dbtrict salars in the provincial League o ■ and plans will 

in making the necessary arrangement an u Muslim Leaguers 

be released as soon as they arc ready. 1 1 »» . j^ds. 

from all comers of Sind will attend the session m thousands. 
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New Delhi 
27 August 1946 

My dear Sidhwa, 

I have received your letters of the 22nd and 24th instant along 
wth their enclosures. 

The J^fuslim League tried its programme of direct action in 
Calcutta and to their great be\silderment they have found out 
that two can play at the game although it may be started by one. 
The poor Muslims in Calcutta have suffered terribly and the 
League has discredited itself by their doings in Calcutta. If they 
follow the same method of arson, loot, murder and anarchy, they 
may be able to inflict hardship on the non-Muslims but e\^en- 
tually that way wll ^sdthout doubt lead the League organisation 
to ruin and destruction. 

I am not sure that your Gk)vemor ”\\ill allow any violence or 
distobance to take place, because he is much too clever not to 
understand his o^vn responsibility and his o^vn reputation would 
be at stake. He will no doubt try his best to keep the Ministry^ in 
office but he viU not aUow his owm reputation to suffer. I hope 
things ^vill ultimately straighten themselves. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Shn R, K, Sidh^va 
Karachi 
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Hydcr Manzil 
Muslim Colony 
Karachi 
12 September 1946 


Dear Sardar Sahib, , 

I enclose herewith a copy of the letter addressed W 
to His Excellency the Governor of Sind for your in or 


Yours sincerely, 

G. M. Syed, 

Leader, 

Sind Assembly Coalition Party 


Sardar VallabhbhaiiPatel 
New Delhi 


enclosure 


Karachi 
12 September 1946 


His Excellency the Governor of Sind 
Karachi 


I hsve the honour to refer to Your Exeelleuey-. te.M of Ae 1» 

«d O. quote below some of d.. 

Kingdom and Dominions that have been broug o Coostitu- 

I firs, refer You, Escel.euey to the "“^ed” 

tional Law by Mr. A. B. Keith. The first cMinp ^ Volume I and at 
of Responsible Government in the f^^ts of that prece- 

page 95 of Imperial Unity and Dominions by Kci 

dent are as under: j ig 08 . the equality of 

2. After the general clertions in New ^ ,hc Speaker elec- 

parties made it clear that it was not possi c Prime Minister asked 

ted or to earry on the government and in his place 

for further dissolution. The Governor ec i prime Minister on the 

appointed the Leader of the Oppoisitioo to the post 
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understanding that he would spare no effort in order to secure that the 
work of government be carried on smoothly] 

In our case we are prepared to give that undertaking, not only that but we 
are reasonably confident of securing more support. 

The next precedent is quoted at page 175 Volume I of Responsible 
Government in the Dominions by Keith and page 96 [of] Imperial Unity and the 
Dominions by Keith. In 1911, the Government and Opposition parties got 
equally balanced in New South Wales, on account of t^vo of the members of 
the Government Party having resigned. Owing to the equality of strength, 
the Government could not get any motion carried, (because the Speaker declined 
to be a partisan). The Ministry asked for prorogation of the House on the 
ground that they expected to have two members elected in a short time but the 
Governor decHned to oblige the Ministry and he actually invited the Leader 
of the Opposition to form the Gk)vernment. 

3. I would also invite a reference to page 171 of Imperial Unity and the 
Dominions by Keith where an example is cited of the Ministry in New 
Zealand which honourably resigned even though a motion of no-confidence 
brought by the Opposition against it was defeated by the casting vote of the 
Speaker.^ The Prime Minister said, ‘He did not want to carry on 'without a 

majority and then the Opposition was called upon to form the Ministry, which 
they did. 


I would also invite attention to the authoritative book bearing the title 
of Cabinet Government by W. Ivor Jennings. 

It is stated at page 302 that the Ministry is entitled to support from the 
Grown only as long as it can command the majority in the House of 
Parliament. It is further stated at page 17 that Government without constant 
parliamentary support is legally impossible and it must resign as constitutional 
conventions also demand that course. At page 368 it is stated that it is not 
vmtrue to say that the most important part of Parliament is the Opposition in 
the House of Commons. At page 46 it is stated that where Government cannot 
get passed supplies or legislation, it cannot be suffered to continue, even if 
to its continuance. Under such circumstances no step 
should be taken except in consultation with the Leader of the Opposition. At 
P o ^ ^ It is stated when Government has no majority, the major party in 
. always point to the weakness of the Government and can always 

' tVip n the Government cannot obtain a majority, it is better to give 

the Opposition a chance. 

Govern ^^ 1 .° attention to page 154 Volume I of Responsible 

uLed K- r ,! by Keith. It is stated that whereas in the 

accented tlf ^ ^ ^ advice of the outgoing Ministry for dissolution is invariably 

their discret* Dominions have not merely a right to exercise 

their discretion, but they would be worthy of censure, if they Jd not do so. 
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It is further stated therein that if the dissolution is advised soon after the 
general elections, it would be wiser to allow the formation of a new Mimstry 
in the hope that things will gradually be cleared up. Advdee of the outgomg 
Ministry which has no majority, means that there may be an temate ov 
emment which could carry on for the rest of the period, cither because it 
already secured a superiority in numbers or because, if giv en an op^rtmi 
form a Ministry, it \srill succeed in detaching enough supporters o 
emment to hav^ a ^voTting majority- 

I mish. m».lion .ha. I ha>-= every reason to belirs-e that »»e otto 
tnensber. cootinuo to be ia the MM.terial Party becaroo of fear of harassatent 
in case they left. 

6. Your Excellency has conceded that the Government, even 
clusbn of three European votes, has no majority and has ° ^ ^ ^ 
votos. A f^portaat Gove„»eot t”™!’ ^ 


for carryia. ooTwol' o7"tb7L.wor B.rotye cosUay Rt- 30 
for to 10th iastaat. The Govenanrnt .»t.ld not ^ 

could not Sparc a member to act as a chainna • them- 

to aseada more thaa a doom Pills, aone of th.a. can b= by th aa 

T • • r . of May’s Parliamentary Practice wberc 

I invite a reference to page 356 of i y of votes, it should be 

is Slated that where Govemment can get on y , rinciolc was laid 

eoariderod that it. raea.rae. are defeated, j“:f ';jgeae- 

dora. ia to ea.e of a divi.ioa ia the Haute oflartdj “ ^”7““ obHou. 
ral application and is based on a Latm maxim rom o . ^ which this 

that a, „rea.„to oaa be got pat.ed »tho„. ^eeedtat. 

Ministry admittedly does not possws. reduced to an equality, 

which show that v^hen the strength o a retained in office, 

it U taahaaouat to it. defeat aad that Mhu.uy „ . 

I hope tore ..ould be ao tbfficulty now foe hour E.reelle.oy 

correct decision. . - » ttie whole 

Owing to urgency of the situaUon and ^ I ^vtn. in 

or India is anxious to follow all the 
anticipation of your permission, releasing ^ 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

[G. M. Sf-cd] 

Leader, 

Smd Assembly Co^n Party 
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New Delhi 
13 September 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the Iltli instant along wth 
its enclosures. I had also a telephone talk with you last niglit. 

Success will depend upon our ability to win tlic elections, 
which are bound to be held. The general elections will soon be 
held in Sind and in spite of all our efforts, we will have to face 
opposition and interference from the temporar}" Ministiy^ backed 
by the Governor. The law" eventually gives powder for continuance 
of one or two Ministers till elections are over. We must be able 
to fight the elections against all odds and wan. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

G. M. Syed Esq. 

Karachi 
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extract 

MAIN IN MR. VATAN.\LAL GIDWANIS’ LETTER OF 

20 SEPTEMBER 1946 ADDRESSED TO S.\RDAR PATEL 


the elections in the 


Dear Friend, 

The Congress should not interfere in 
Mushm constituencies except when: 

Congress is supporting accepts the 
“““ “ M-fledged Smbtr of th. Con- 

Coner^'^r'^''^^ defeitely and unequivocally subscribes to the 

discinline^Hp^^™? subject to Congress 

Govemmmt ^ > 11 °^ 1 ^ ideology of one strong Central 

which the umv; ^ possible decentralisation of functions 

isnicn me provinces control. 
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New Delhi 
26 September 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 20th instant. 

I do not think the Congress can keep away altogethw from 
the elections In the Muslim constituencies. It '^ould be S 

the Congress in Sind into a Hindu organisation. 
failed to secure a sufficient number of Muslim was 

tion, the percentage of votes cast against the Mus m e g 
fairly substantial. The immediate unpleasant and is ur i g 
tion cannot be the criterion for a 
the Congress think of giving up its right of educating 
of either community. . j . -opH 

What should be done after the elections cannot e e 
now. There may be differences of opinion about the po ^ 
pursued, but so long as it is honestly pursued, we mu 
fear about the consequences. sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Dr. Vatanmal G. Gidwani 
Gulabsing Dispensary 
Mirpurkhas (Sind) 


Karachi 
4 October 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, , , me to 

I am enclosing herewith copies jndla and also 

the Governor of Sind and the Governor- between Mr- 

a copy of the notes of conversauon mat P j Maho- 
MasJd. the District Magistrate of Nawabshah, and 
med Ali Shah, cx-Minister, PWD. ^ ^ ensuing 

The much apprehended official int dimensions and 

Sind Assembly elections is bound to assume g 
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the conduct of Mr. Masud \vill certainly lead to the province- wide 
mischief from other Government officials if some immediate 
action is not taken against the present Collector of Nawabshah. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. M. Syed 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Birla House 
New Delhi 


ENCLOSURE I 

extract 


Hyder Manzil 
Muslim Colony 
Karachi 
3 October 1946 

Dear Sir Francis Mudie, 

I am not exaggerating in the least when I say that a widespread impres- 
s.on has been created by him (District Magistrate) in the minds of the people 
of his district that anybody venturing to oppose the League or its nominees 
m the elections shall look Ward to nothing but harddmes at his hands. 

consistent with the meanest notions of freedom or of purity 
e wtions, much less does it conform to any conceptions of non-interference 
on the part of Government officials in political matters like elections. Your 
Exwllenc>- will readily agree with me that when this is how a Collector deals 
with an e.x-Minister of the province it should not be difficult to imagine what 
must be the nature of h.s approach to other persons in comparatively smaller 


Yours sincerely, 
G- M. Syed 

Sir Francis Mudie, KGSI, ICS 

Governor of Sind 

Karachi 



enclosure ll 
extracts 


Hyder Manzil 
Muslim Colony 
Karachi 
3 October 1W6 


Ilu Elxccllcncy 

the Governor General of India 
New Delhi 


Your Excellency* tr> 

I beg to enclose herewith a copy of my I^tcr reckless 

His Excellency the Governor of Smd regarding „ ^ which seems 

interference in the Sind Assembly elections by a istric . , j by the 

to be bu. a forctoato ol a Braator fa.aafcaanca an a p,ovtoe».da .cal. 
executive in Sind. Minister of the 

This officer has had the impertinence to elections, 

province to join the ministerial party and see is ^bould not be 

\Vhca this is how he deals with a man of that ^»i _ b, respect of 

difficult to imagine what must be, and would Iw, submit, is hardly 

men in comparatively smaller situations. This, j^jis or of non-inter- 

consistent with any notions of purity and freedom o e bi which this 

fercnce of Government officials in political matters. seven Assembly scats 

particular Collector holds office, and where as many and ex- 

are to be contested, there exists a considerable official terro- 

citement. Unless something is done to check this elections would be 

rUm it is bound to spread all over the province an 
an impossibility. q bl. Syed, 

Parliamentary Leader, 
Sind Muslim Jamiat. 

Karachi 
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13_October 1946 

G. M. Syedj Esquire 
Hyder MauTi] 

Muslim Colony 
Karachi 

My dear Syedj 

Many thanks for your letter of 4 October 1946, wth which 
you enclosed correspondence relating to Mr. Masud, the District 
ila^trate of Nawabshah. I have brought this correspondence 

■"'■lio has tvritten to the Governor 
^ subject. His Excellency shares my view that there 

should be complete non-interference by officials in elections. 

Youre sincerely, 
Vallabhbliai Patel 
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24 October 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Thanks for your letter of the 13th instant, 

was to ^ 1 Openly and recklessly aggressive. He 

sanction^ed with^effST from ^ 

Collector of instant and 2vlr. TompsHn, 

actually arrived nn'^ ^ppomted to relieve him. That gentleman 

other charge. tamed and Mr. Tompskin had to go to 

district hav?bfcn"SlJSi''toT-^ ^ ^ 

Shah, a district Kn, / nominees. He had threatened Abid 

med All Shah he vonld K “ember, that if he helped Maho- 
hira and issued a ^ be run m as a badmash.i Abid Shah defied 
^ed a statement to the Press ^sithin a few da >3 thereof. 

’ A bad character, hoodlua 
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Mr. Masud actuallj' went and took statements of a few Irrespon- 
sible men and got Abid Shah arrested, handcufied and taken through 
the bazar of Natrabshah aWUi a rope round his %vaist. The Sessions 
Judge has however released him on bail. 

Terror is so great that our man, Syed Khair Shah, who lost 
last lime by only 300 votes and who is sure to win now, is afraid 
to offer himself as a candidate. Mr. Masud’s friends are gi\’ing out 
that hfr. Masud would have even arrested hlahomed Ali Shah, 
cx-Minister, as a badmash. 

I had written to the Governor to sec that orders arc issued that 
badmashi proceedings should not be taken against respectable 
persons wth clean records during these election times but I have 
received a reply that proceedings will be taken. 

Things arc being made a good bit hard for my group, but 
all the same we shall face the music. 

Kindly help us as much as you can in seeing that there is no 
olHcial interference in the elections. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. M. Syed 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
27 October 1946 

Dear Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 

Tliank you for sho^ving me Air. Syed’s letter of 24 October 
which 1 return. I have sent a copy to the Governor and asked 
for his comments. As you kno^v, the Gos'emor is doing all he can 
to ensure that the elections are properly conducted and that Gov- 
ernment servants are impartial. 


The Hon’bic Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
^VaveU 
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28 October 1946 

Dear Lord ^Vavell, 

Many thanks for your letter dated 27 October 1946 regarding 
Mr. Syed’s letter of 24 October. 

^ceUency’s con6dence in the Gov- 
wh.t 's-iUmgness to ensure free elections in Sind. If 

vdiat Mr Syed has stated is correct and Air. Masud is stiU being 

SuSl nM of Nawabshah by resort to can! 

cellatton of leave, there can be only one conclusion, and that is 
that he is being retained for a special purpose. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

His ExceUcncy Field Marshal Viscount -^VaveU 
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,, , _ 27 November 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Ver>' many thanla for vour help 

bndholden’ comd- 

He avoided the Confess and* 

agents. Tlie clcctoraWolIs ivere i^^Amh-’ ^ 

polling agenu knew that langua-Tc Thf> none of his 

illegal methods and got tliSlcands^r r!’ possible 
result is ver^- doiibtfu! votes recorded. The 

sure if Naraindirhad 1 2abardasti.« But I am 

arrangements, he would htc “ureIv”ton°’'^W 

suspense. -^irciv won, ^\c have to wait in 


As apmst this, ilic reports about 
^-rc hopeful. Mukhi would of course 


the landholders constituency 
he returned. I believe tliat 
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Maula Baksh would also be successful. The result would be out 
on 6 December. If we succeed here, then it would mean a grand 
success as Ghulam Hussain is the leader of the Parliamentary party. 

I am still very hopeful. There is hope in the following Muslim 
constituencies. 

Three scats from Karachi district, two from Hyderabad dis- 
trict, two from Thar Parkar district, one Dadu, one Sukkur, one 
Jacobabad and one Landholders and one Nawabshah. In lact 
one more may come from Hyderabad and one Sardar Nabibaksh 
of Larkana might come to us. 

But I have alwa>’S counted 10 and I have not yet changed 
my opinion. 

Mr. Jinnah proposes to tour throughout the province. We 
have to %vait and see the effect his visit produces, but I do not 
apprehend any serious results. 

Only official zabardasti is there; but we can do nothing effec- 
tive. If only the Bombay Government were to act quickly and 
suspend or at least order prosecution of Mr. Masud, then there 
might not be so much highhandedness. 

Gan you not oblige by talking on the phone to Mr. Kher 
or Moraiji? They have a very strong case and on merits they are 
of the opinion that action should be taken, 

God bless you. You are saving India and Hindus by your 
strong attitude. 

With respects, 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 
Nihchaldas C. Vazirani 

Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel 
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29 November 1946 

My dear Nihchaldas, 

I have your letter of the 27th instant. 

I am glad you still hold an optimistic view about the prospects 
of election in Sind. 

I have found Naraindas is sitting on the fence and it was a 
mistake not to have put in a candidate at the time of nomination 
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in that comtituency on behalf of the Congress. If that seat is 
lost, It be due to our stupidity and Naraindas’ vacillation. 

landholders’ constituency' you both the seats 
and if It belongs to us it would indeed be a great defeat of the 
i-eague forces. But you cannot be sure tiU the results are out. 
_ Jinnah is to leave Karachi tomorrow. So you have a free 

^.n ii°K ^ elections. I do not think Sind voters 

c It is the official pres- 

sure that works on these voters in Sind. Nothing else matters. 

N-,crn„r”? ^ouT OT five days, having a halt at 

herfnn ^ rXJ “ tomorrow. I propose to return 

or throi?*" T* Constituent Assembly meeting 

the reaction of 

jmnans activities in Sind. 


Jsihchaldas C. Vazirani Esq. 
Karachi 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Hyderabad (Sind) 

^ 7 December 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

LandhoSc^^nsdrcen™ ^ defeated in the 

^\^ul?"L^^rctg?mcn^wa^’bein^" Congress, 

rani pressed that MiuU n made I as well as Mr. Vazi- 

Jacobabad and SuVhir* distri Hindu votes of only 

Larkana dispel " ^ "'^“ber of votes of 

district, but MesS rL'-;r 300 voters in Larkana 

full votes of the tlircc distrietTTo Ma ' [Mchrotra] allotted 
c\'cn in tlic rcm.ainin'r <;,./» ri- ^ot only that but 

certain Congress workers fsome'^ several Hindus were asked by- 
cast one vote for m^wl ™PO^tant people) to 

of Hindus. 1 po't 'l 509 J %vcrc votes 

I Invc ,i;;' 1; °^ sot vers- row Muslim vo>«. 

though my fnrncU i by the armnqcmcnt, 

ro,; On= dri„ ; . "1 “:'T’ '.'■““S'" *••>' ’ I™"? Ac 

sefc H.ndn scat J,,„ bcc„ CoSgress, 
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Tlic Congress organisation is being blamed by every Hindu 
for having lost this Hindu seat. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Gobindram Putamdas Mukhi 

Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel 
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New Delhi 
16 December 1946 

My dear Mukhi Gobindram, 

I have received your letter of the 7th instant and I am sorry 
to hear that you have lost the re-election. It was no surprise to 
me, as I had \wmcd our friends rv'hen they proposed to put 
Maula Bux in that constituency. My apprehensions have turned 
out to be true. "We have gained nothing by the change. We lost 
one Hindu scat and got in Maula Bux by Hindu votes. 

The worst is that wc have lost all along the line and got 
bitterness instead. It was a false move, and our friends did 
not listen to my advnee. The money spent on these elections has 
been a sheer waste and we have purchased enmity in the bargain. 
But it will leave much to learn by experience, and I hope our 
people there have learned a good lesson. I am sincerely sorry for 
your losing the seat. Let us hope that the tide will turn and 
you will have another opportunity to serve your province. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Gobindram Putamdas Mukhi 
Hyderabad (Sind) 
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EXTRACTS 


Karachi 
13 December 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

The defeat is complete. It is very little consolation for us or 
you that hi|hhandedness and impersonation? on a very large 
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srale were practised and the results in some cases were due to 
actors. ^ o'wever, I feel I should give you some idea about 
oriy one comtituen^. Things completely changed for the worse 
December. Before that the prospects were bright. 

opponent of Osman 

oomro. Osman Soomro is a casteman and a fnend of Maula 

present on 6 December at the 
Bntli \f 1 *^ “'^otmg of vot^ in the Landholders constituency. 
restrawT^r Osmzn Soomro ivere spat upon, ivrongfuUy 

two hours and severely beaten with fistfand 
the nrMpn ^ ^ompoimd of the Rev'enue Commissioner and in 
Revenue Corn policemen and the Muslim Assistant 
atremnted to I'-’ the Returning Officer. None even 

^sZnt T?'*' against the 

miscreants. This was the beginning of the end. 

highhandedness collT wSely '^ifyedf' ““ 

Karachi city, who were reckless 
and highhanded staunch Muslim Leaguers. ^ 

of th°''r<S%®o?ers^voVd^-^^^e^^^ 

tlm total votes polled] ter?£lse v?°“^A 

several impersonators had f.r>A poUing station 

20 to 100 thumb imnr/x: • whom affixed from 

of the votes on ffie ^otin^ 

fciv hours and tlie election cn ' ^ 

« impossible to get 90 o 7 vo^ 

rolls prepared as\ack as 1940^ J^^ngth specially on the electoral 
of Osman’s voters came and tiT* . ^ hundreds 

tendered votes tvere not rtcor^dT^^ 

informrmcThaf aT^J^e^Lr counting. He 

more than 100 voting naners if Tatta, he found that 

bandxvriiing of an ilfitcra^te pe^on who apparently in the 

crosses (rcnl votcr^ in for* ^ w'as unaccustomed to put 

on all the 100 or more in a another cross 

crl hahhuated to draw cros'-cs °f P'^rson, who look- 

favour of ilic Premier’s snn ^tist therefore be a clerk, in 

Orman Soomro v.'crcm.adehnd^”'! tiicrcby almost all the votes of 

An Jtpphcation in writing has been 
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put in before tlie Returning Officer. This fact clearly proves that 
ballot boxes irere opened after the voting and extra crosses put 
on Osman’s votes. 

hlost of the methods mentioned above have been foUoived 
at almost every polling station. Under the circumstances it was 
impossible for anyone to svin. 

Only one Sardarkhan Khoso has won. That also because 
it IS a frontier district and the District Magistrate there is a Euro- 
pean and therefore false voting could not go on a very elaborate 
scale. 

2. I always boldly face the situation. Some say I should have 
anticipated this hooliganism. I confess I did not. There was 
heretofore no such widespread open impersonation at any elections 
in Sind, 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 
Nihchaldas C. Vazirani 
PS. 

Have the Government of India any such jurisdiction over acts 
of misconduct of ICS people? I don’t think — in fact I do not 
know what to do. 
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New Delhi 
16 December 1946 


My dear Nihchaldas, 

I am extremely sorry to see that in Sind the Congress has 
lost all along the line. All the eftbrts and money spent have 
been sheer waste and we have purchased bitterness and enmity 
in the bargain. I hope this experience will put you on guard for 
the future and you would ^vork on different lines hereafter. I should 
like to know what the future plans of the party in Sind arc. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


JTO. ^ 

I have just received your letter of the 13th instant after I 
dictated the above. 

I do not think that anything can be done from the Centre 
to report on the facts. The position is well known. Goondaism 
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was not unexpected. It is a foretaste of what Pakistan would 
be, and therefore we have to be more careful in our future plans. 
We can do nothing against the Civil Service for such misconduct 
(which probably is not misconduct but ^good conduct’ according 
to the opinion of the local Government whom they are serving), 
and so we must put up with these things. 

It would certainly be a good result if Maula Bux, Syed, and 
others joined the Congress instead of keeping apart. 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Karachi 
26 December 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I reached here on the 24th afternoon. I am crating this 
briefly as a large number of various meetings have been fixed up 
here which today and tomorro^v won’t leave the leisure and time 
for a full letter. I will 'write again after a few days. 

^ The provincial Congress executive and the provincial com- 
mttec arc both meeting. They have been sitting since the 
^th. It IS quite clear by now that no offer 'will be made to the 
ongress Party as such to join the Ministry. Some persons are 
still ejecting that the Governor, in view of the reference to 
r^ority representation in the Pro\dncial A^Iinistry which occurs in 
the mstrument^ of instruction to the Governors, may approach 
me representatives of the Hindu electorates, i.e. the Congress 

arty, for two names for the Ministry. Probably this also will 
not eventuate. 


c am m^bers of the party are thinking in terms of ap- 
I^oac mg 1 C Governor publicly through the Press or personally 
tiirough an interview asking that two Hindu Ministers be taken 
up as r^r^enting tlic minority. I understand that Vazirani has 
approached you for your support in this step. The party has not 
>€ consi cred this step but I feel that the majority would not 

being initiated by the party. I have 
League would agree to it as I understand the 
mmot-;/. ^ Q contain no representative of the Muslim 

dJrrnmr-Vr ^ ^PP^o^ch on our own behalf does not appear 

t l "O"- i" Sind. I ,>ould hoiwer 

sent to \Srira'ni“' 
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^ Maula Bux has not come to any decision till the hour of my 
witing this letter as to whether he should join the Congress. He 
wanted the Congress party not to proceed with its election of office- 
bearers, as he wanted to be its leader, in case he decided to join the 
party. It seems he feels that if the party is offered two minister- 
ships, he as leader would be selected for one of the ministerships. 
Congress circles feel that the ratio then of five Muslim [mim'sters] 
and one Hindu minister will not be fair to the minority. 

The Muslim Jamiat is the old Syed party and his friends 
met here for four days and are thinking of a ‘conference’ again 
to organise themselves. I have doubts if they will grow stronger 
by mere speeches. I learn they have expressed the view that the 
Congress party should not accept the offer of joining the Ministry 
if it is made. They are thinking in terms of to induce some 

of the Leaguers to cross the floor and join then to defeat the Minis- 
try at the February session of the Assembly. They are relying on 
the feud between Ghulam Hussain and Khuhro. They think that 
if the former is made premier the latter may try to have the 
Ministry defeated and reshuffled with himself as premier. I think 
this is a fruitless and dangerous game and the Congress should 
not make itself a tool in that game. 

In the provincial committee meeting last evening, I told the 
members quite plainly that the party position in the new 
Assembly was such that an attempt at seducing some League 
supporters to defeat the Ministry will not succeed and it will not 
be wise to be trying every day to \vin over League supporters even 
by all kinds of inducements as all such attempts will fail and that 
for some indeterminate time if no offer is eventually made the 
Congress party should content itself to be in opposition dealing 
with the question on merits and, by taking up popular issues, re- 
build its position among the Muslim masses who will soon be 
dissatisfied with the League Ministry and the League, owing to 
the corrupt and oppressive administration. This I feel is the 
general ■vdew of the members. Discussion will be continued today. 

I enclose a cutting containing Abdul Majid’s statement. 

The Syed-Majid group are to decide about joining the 
Congress at some further meeting ... a month or two hence. 
Opinion is divided among them. 

I hope you have fully recovered your strength. 

Affections for Maniben, 
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The Press here carries the news tliat Rajendra Babu is 
resigning from the Interim Grovemment. Has it any basis? 

Yours affectionately, 
Jairam 

[Jairamdas Doulatram] 
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Nesv" Delhi 
28 December 1946 

My dear Jairamdas, 

I have just received your letter of the 26th instant, 
lam enclosing a copy of my reply to Mr. Nihchaldas ^^'hich 
i Have sent today. I have nothing more to add to it. I am in 
entire agreement ivith your \’iews on the question. 

• ^ ^™^Sohig to Ahmedabad tomorro\v for four da\'s. T am not 
qmte t, ut I feel better and I think the change ^s•ill do [me] good. 

Yoms sincerely, 

^ . Vallabhbhai Patel 

ishn Jauramdas Doulatram 
Karachi 


ENCLOSURE 




28 December I&46 

My dear JJibdialdas, 

I have receh-ed your letters of the 21st and 23rd instant. 

MaiidST^^ daastoa of Mr. G. S>-ed, K. B. Mania Bvce, Sheikh .4.bdul 
thev honesd . Congress, I can express no opinion from here. If 

real nobev ^ A Congress poUcy and programme are the only 

jS coontr^Cand if the>- decide to 

to the disa • from outside or v.-ithout any r^ard 

^ defeat in the deXs, 

the Lea^^ ^ political atmosphere of the country; 

reaso^"; be ^ected b>- it at all, and therefore I do not see any 
r«son to enthuse over dus decision, as you seem to do. 

I-Sue Si Gr^L'^sS t 

nave go*, a serious setback; and in spite of all 
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Uui may be legiliautcly said about die oEEcial interference in the elections, 
the fact that the League lias got a t\^•eep^ng victory cannot be concealed and 
its eiTects cannot be minimised. Those who arc opposed to the League will have 
to work patiently and steadily to build up their strength again. The League 
members being in ofEcc trill naturally quarrel amongst themselves for position 
and power. But for a time, the group in power will dominate those others 
who may not liavc a share in power or office. It is futile to depend upon inter- 
nal quarrels of the League for building up the strength of the Opposition. 
They must lay out a programme for steady work amongst the masses, who will 
be convinced only by honest hard tvork in their cause. 

I do not expect that there will be any offer for coalition on behalf 
of the League; nor do 1 expect any offer from the Governor. It svould be suicidal 
to ask or work for any such offer. Perhaps it Hould be courting insult. You 
are aware that there is no Muslim minister either in Bombay or in Madras, 
and no offer has ever been made. In CP, Bihar, UP and Assam, there are 
non-Lcague Muslim ministers, and in Orissa there is no hluslim. Under the 
circumstances, to expect any offer from the League would be absolutely foolish. 
The League lias been kept out of the coalition in the Punjab. In the Frontier, 
it has no place. And, therefore, they arc perfectly entitled to keep you out. 
The Hindus in Sind will ha\e to adopt the only honourable course of a dignified 
Opposition, which must be of a constructive nature. No attempts should be 
made to break the Mioistr)', as such cfforls arc bound to end in failure and 
the only net gain would be increased bitterness, which would cause more 
harm to the Hindus. 

The Ministry, if it breaks, must break through its inherent weakness and 
not through our efforts. This is my considered advice which you should adopt 
for the present. We shall see what further we can do in future after some 
time. 

Re'*arding the proposal to file criminal complaints about [impersonation], 

I entertain no hopes of any good result, ^Vhere all the forces of Government 
arc arraigned against him, how can he expect to get any justice or relief from 
them? And therefore it will be a futile effort. Every failure in such efforts results 
in fmstraUon and embitterment, and I would advise taking no steps which 
would as a matter of course end in failure. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Nihchaldas C. Vaairani Esq. 
Karachi 
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TELEGRAM 


Cuttack 
18 June 1946 

Sardar Vallablibliai Patel 
Birla House 
New Delhi 

CO^TFUSrSG PRESS REPORTS. RECEIVED LUCERO Y^S IXVITATIOX THIS 
AFTEP^OON. HA\T: REPUED CsABIUTY GI\^ PIXAE DEdSlOX UNTIL 
HEAR PROM WORKING COilMITTEE, NOT RECERUNG ANY INSTRUCIION 
REGARDING ELECTION MEMBERS CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. PLEASE 
ADVISE. 

HAREKRUSHNA MAHTAB^ 
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Cuttack 
22 June 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

^^ERED \TCERO\ YESTERDAY DECLINING ACCEPT INVITATION JOINING 
INTERIM G0\T:RNMENT AND REQUESTING NOSUNATE CONGRESS 
PRESIDENT'S NOMINEE. 

MAHTAB 


W Utial PCC, 1930 aud 1937; aan- 

■istf Mir-Utir, Orijsa, 1946-50; msiribir of CA &oai Orissa, 


19I^dO; G<nTrr:njtnt .Miristcr, 

Ch;ci* Minister of Orissa, 1957^ 
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1950-52; Gerrernor cf Bombay, 1955-56; 
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New Delhi 
25 June 1946 

My dcar^Mahtab, 

I ha\t; received your telegram of the 22nd inst. Your reply 
is quite all right. But some people arc carrying on propaganda 
in Orissa without understanding the matter in its proper perspec- 
tive. We have already rejected the Interim Government proposals 
and the question of your being appointed there therefore docs not 
arise. 

I have also received your express telegram of the 1 8th inst., 
which is quoted below; 

“CONFVSINO PRES REPORTS. RECEIVED VICEROY'S LWITATION TUB AFTER* 
NOON. HAVE REPUED INABIUry give WNAE DECBION LWTll. HEAR PROM 
WORXINO COUUJTTEe. NOT RECEIVINO ANY INSTRtJCTION RECAKDINO 

EtXCTION members constituent assembly, please ADVISE.” 

You have to proceed with the Constituent Assembly election 
as we have already accepted the long-term scheme concerning it 
this morning. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Hon. Mr- Hareirushna Mahtab 
Prime Minister of Orissa 
Cuttack 
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TELEGRAM 

New Delhi 
25 June 1946 

Hon. Harekrushna Mahtab 

Premier 

Cuttack 

PROCEED ^Vml ARRANGEMENTS ELECTION CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY AS 
CONGRESS ACCEPTS THESE PROPOSALS. 

VALLABHBHAI 

143 
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3 July 1946 

Hon. Hareknishna Mahtab 

Premier 

Cuttack 

SUGGEST INCLUSION CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY CANDIDATES B DAS* IF 
PHYSICALLY FIT AND RAIBAHADUR ACHYUTANANDA PUROHTT GOVERN- 
MENT PLEADER SAJIBALPUR. 

VALLABHBHAI 


3 July 1946 

My dear Mabtab, 

r i whether you ^viU be able to come to Bombay 

or e GG. But in case you [do] not come, I -^vrite this to you 
to make some important suggestions for the Constituent Assembly 
elections in your province. 

n Das was excluded last time firom the 

Central Assembly on the ground of his iU-health. He is terribly 
^appomted, and subsequently I was told that he was quite fit 

S thl ^ ^ a'^ province. If he is elected 

hp mn ent Assembly, his grievance may be minimised and 

sueaest of injustice left in him. I would therefore 

nhvsicaUv fit t included in case he is foimd to be 

Constituent A<!<:° about 400 members in the 

there will nnt y fi^om aU over India. Except in committees, 

mere iviU not be much work to do. 

Bahadm*Arfiw^°^^ suggest is of one man named Rai 

a Sambalpur. He seems to have 

tribution in thp*^°'^ ^ a laivyer and he is likely to make his con- 
cons hition-making body, particularly in committees 

PubUc Accoimts’ Chairman, 

144 ament 
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also. Altliough lie is a title-holder, we liave made an exception in 
Uic case of selection of experts and lawyers of eminence and ability 
such as Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru,‘ Rt. Hon. M. R. Jayafcar,* etc. 
From tlic report I have received, I find that Achjutananda is an 
able and experienced lawyer. Sambalpur may well be satisfied 
with his selection and their grievance may disappear. This may 
also be a representation from the Excluded Areas. 

I have also sent you a telegram today suggesting these two 
names in order to avoid delay. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’blc Mr. Harckrushna Mahtab 

Prime Minister 

Cuttack 
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Cuttack 
10 November 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

PLEASE ADVISE IF WE SHOULD ATTEND GOVERNOR’S INVESTITURE 
CEREMONY HELD TO CONFER TITLES ON OFFICERS. METIHNKS OUR 
ATTENDANCE PERHAPS NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN DISCIPLINE AMONGST 
OFFICERS. OLD INSTRUCTIONS (\VERe] HOWEVER NONATTENDANGE. 
PLEASE WIRE IF OLD INSTRUCTIONS SHOULD BE FOLLOWED EVEN 
DESPITE CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES. 

MAHTAB 
PRUIE MINISTER 

• Leading lawyer who specialised in Constitutional law, member, AU-India 
Congress Committee, 1906-17; member. Imperial Legislative Council, 1916-20; 

Law Member of Governor .Geueral’s Executive Council, 192] -23; President, All-India 
Liberal Conference, 1923; member, Reforms Enquiry Committee, 1924; member of 
Round Tivbte Conferences, 1930-32 and Joint Parliamentary Committee, 1933; took 
leading part in organising non-party conference for ending Indian political deadlock 
in 1941 ; Founder- President, Indian Council of World Affairs 

* Entered public life in 1916; leader of Swaraj Party in Bombay Council, 
1923-25; entered Central Legislative Assembly as representative of Bombay City in 
1926; Deputy leader of Nationalist Party in Assembly, 1927-30; delegate to Indian 
Round Table Conference in London; successively Judge of Federal Court, Privy 
Council in London and of International Court of Justice, the Hague 

s, aiii-10 
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11 November 1946 

Harekrusbna Mahtab 
Prime Minister 
Cuttack 

coNsisTE^rr %vrrH our policy regarding titles attendance at 

INVESTITURE UNDESIRABLE. 

VALLABHBHAI PATEL 
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31 July 1946 

My dear Mahtab, 

I have not heard from you since a long time. The post and 
telegraph strike has dislocated all contacts and communications, and 
therefore I have been isolated more or less from the outside world 
except vhat little information we are getting from ne^vspapers. I am 
sending this letter "with your colleague %v^ho is returning from Poona. 

I read about some communal riot somewhere in Orissa. I 
v/onder^ why should there be any such riots where the Muslim 
population is insignificant. I hope there is nothing serious behind it. 

I am anxious to hear from you about your plan and pro- 
gramme for the current year. You have an opportunity to do 
constmctive worli, %vhich must be fully utilised. You have many 
fadlities w^ch other provinces have not got, and they should be 
u > oited m order to be able to demonstrate what an Indian 
admimstotion can do if there are opportunities. 

Shn B, Das met me while he was on his wav to Rajkot. He 
sec^ pleased wth Orissa afiairs. I found him much improved 


I hope \ our relations ^snth your Governor are happy and cor- 
ta an t icrc is perfect co-operation between you and him. 


The Hon’blc Mr. 
Cuttack 


Harckrushna Mahtab 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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16 Augtist 194Q 


My dear Mahtab, 

Shri Sarangadhar Das writes to me that he wants to resign 
from the Orissa Assembly, I am enclosing hereivitli a copy of the 
reply that I have given to him. If you think that he is not co- 
operating wth you or would not do any useful work in the party, 
you had better relieve him instead of keeping him as a disgruntled 
member. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Mr. Harckrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack 


ENCLOSURE 

16 August 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I received your letter of 27 July on 9 August. It is regrettable that you 
propose to resign from the Legislative Assembly simply because *>00 are not 
elected to the Constituent Assembly or because you were not taken as a 
Minister, If you entered the Assembly with the expectation of getting any 
office or being selected for any committee, you made a mistake. No mem- 
ber elected to the Assembly should expect or aspire for any office. 

If, however, you think that you cannot do any useful work in the 
Assembly, you must approach the Leader of your party and get his permis- 
sion or you can get the permission of your party. Discipline requires that for 
the reasons that you have stated no resignation could be given. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Sarangadhar Das, MLA 
‘Punascha’ 

Cuttack Dist. 

Orissa 


147 



173 


Cuttack 
6 September 1946 


Revered Sardaiji, 

I have been thinking of witing to you for the last several 
weeks, but in view of your present engagements I thought I should 
ratlier wait. Now I have to ^sTite to you not only as our leader 
but also as an important Member of the Government of India 
with whom we have to deal officially. Even in official matters 
it is my experience that demi-official letters speed up a lot of 
matters rather than official correspondence. Before you assumed 
office our Governor used to keep the Provincial Government in 
touch wth the Government of India tlirough personal correspon- 
dence, but now the work has devolved upon me. 

\Ve have been agitating for a broadcasting station for Orissa 
for a number of years. Last time when I saw Sir Akbar Hydari‘ 
in May 1946 I pressed our demand before liim and he agreed to 
give high priority for a broadcasting station in Orissa. No^v’ I 
understand the matter is still under consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India. I would request you to kindly take personal inte- 
rest in tlic matter and see that our case is given tlic highest prio- 
rity. Even before the Interim Government came in, I used to 
impress upon tlie Government of India that they should show spe- 
cial consideration to our province because of our backsvardness 
and poverty, for which her people are not responsible. I have 
no doubt under your regime our province would be shown more 
preferential treatment tlian before. 


As regards our work in the pronnee, it is going on smootlily 
except for one Uung, i.c., the construction of Hirakud Dam of 
the ^ Mahanadi Valley project. T^vo of our members of the As- 
> arc carr>nng on an agitation against tlic dam because it 
cntai s 1 isp acement of 200 villages which arc required for tlic 
rcsenotr area of the dam. \ou will know about this project from 
‘ ^ there in the Government of India as Sccrc- 

C'partmeni of \\orl:5, Mines and Power. It will be 
iclp to me if you kindly write to me your opinion 
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about tlie dam after knowng all details 
Mr. Gokhale. 

Hope you are keeping good healtli, 
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about it from 


Yours sincerely, 
H. kfahtab 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 


New Delhi 
II September 1946 

My dear Mahtab, 

I have your letter of the 6th instant. 

You have referred to two mattm m question will be 

opening a broadcasung station for Orissa. q - qf 

examined along with the whole question of the extensi 

broadcasting in India. wtrakud Dam of 

The second one is in ^ j seen your letter 

the Mahanadi VaUey project About Ais I Y 

to Gandhiji and I had advised Shn Sarat to «n^^ 
the engineer in charge of this scheme, S ^ 

projcct%ersonally to him. I of it and I 

as he has Hnished doing so, you ivill come to know 

shall attend to the matter, nf hardship is 

I„ ,uch big project, . of 

bound to entail on account o P easily understand 

volved in the scheme. The poor ^vith their 

the benefit of such schemes; they are ^ \hcir being 

own immediate to leave their own an- 

dishoused and they arc naturally 

central huts, however I;';/' fur to go elte- 

cial Government concerned to be^roidded for wth good 

where, where better accommodaUon P propaganda will 

eompensaUon and other fac.l.ti«. Educauve prop 
have to be started on a mder sea . tivftro-clectric scheme 

. ££;• s." “ £' ;-S:: 

nf Benttal: eWer brother of 

ISarat Chardra Bose— leaing headed by Nebru 

Svtbha, Chandra Bosej Member, Interom Coveroment 
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arose, ^vIlere in Musipeta a satyagraha ^vas started by the peasants 
whose lands and houses were affected. Several people were sent to 
jail and this agitation was led by local Congress leaders, 

, The Congress has advanced much more since those days and 
It would be easy for us, now being in po-wer, to control and 
guide the agitation in proper channels. Two of your members 
are, according to your letter, carrying on agitation against the 
am. It should be open to you to take disciplinary' action against 
them. They have no business to agitate outside. They' are mem- 
bers of your party' and th^' can only discuss such matters in the 
party. hey' are free to discuss this also in the Congress organisa- 
hon. But the decisions of the party' and the [Pro%'incial] Congress 
^mimttee must be binding on them; and if they do not accept such 
ecisions, Aey' must resign their Assembly seats and go out. You 
have not given the names of these people— othenme, I ^^'ould have 
imtten to them. 

I trust you are making steady progress in the field of adminis- 

of 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Air. Harekrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack 
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Camp Neiv' Delhi 

. 27 June 1946 

My dear Ravishankar,* 

.Ass^mblv instructions about the Constituent 

Sn 'Is 2 h'” "1' or AICC, who 

to take a Parsi fmm ^Vorking Committee. You have 

suggest Lhc acccpianJc o'r^S’af'p.i^rf ''' I would 

to me in connection svith Avari’s S uT ° 

competent or innucntial man fmm 

me aljout it, ^ community, you may inform 
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Shri Kamath> has r«um.d there, and it would be fetter to 
elect him from your province. For a "jTr“Mrcf°e 

to provide, Rajkumari Amrlt Kaur* may be taken tn wfe* c^se 
YOU may not have to provide separately for a GhrisUan seat, in 
Scheduled Castes representation useful other- 

number, and if you have ^ ^ta“ y„„ 

wise in the Constituent Assembly, Congress, 

should confine your choice within the Assembly or the Oonp 
TKf S 1 Anev^ has written to me from Ceylon that h 
wotdK stiet^e consdtuent Msembly and ts prepared 
to resign his job and come back if he is e ec 

I am returning to Bombay via Bhopal by the end of this 

"^°t;m enclosing herewith a Hindi letter i-Hch^ some 
complaint about non-release of certam pohtical prisoners 
may look into the matter. sincerely, 

■\7cUa1ilihhai Patel 


The Hon’ble Pandit Ravishankar Shukla 
Prime Minister 
Central Provinces 
Nagpur 


ICS to” : wtbiTo” 

2 Personal assisUnt to Mahatm 

Bcrar PCC. 1921^0; 

43; resigned ovei GandWs fast Js:”iveft>or of Bihar m8-52; Lok 

tentative in Ceylon. 1943-47; member. CA. W7 , 

Sabha member, 1959-66 
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Nagpur 
II July 1946 

Revered Sardar Sahib, 

I had gone to Bomoay, this time resolved to discuss wth you 
a number of difficulties which face us as Congressmen in this pro- 
vince. I have never believed in non-violence as a matter of reli- 
gious faith, but as a matter of policy. I have rcli^ously followed 
It Today I sec an atmosphere of \dolence all round. It is not even 
onest belief in violence. It is all power politics and plajdng to 
the gallery. Congressmen, quite a large number of them, have 
become thorougWy irresponsible. Not to speak of tlie Forward 
oc ts and Socialists, ■who frankly have ceased to believe in non- 
violence, even those who profess to believe in tlie Gandliian philo- 
sop y o hfe, have so far forgotten themselves as to st\im tvitli the 
current or of losing the support of the public which is being 
mCTe^mgly fed on tall talk. At thever>- hour of victor)', all the basic 
pnnapl^ of Gandhiji are being ridiculed. I had thought that tlie 
contemplated reorganisation of the Congress would put an end to 
aU this confmion, but the announcement of his "Working Committee 

[Jatvaharlal Nehru] has dashed all my hopes 
to the ground, mat names! They are our new statesmen! Tlie)- 
e supposed to have a clear grasp of our political affairs! They are 
f ^ posses self-control in dealing wth men and matters! 
remainlnc^ have been foolish in obeying you and 

fiehL Alf ^ ^ have been made to surrender without a 

mistaken fnr realised. Our silence should not be 

Nehru w^antq n brains and w^rm hearts. Pandit 

years public v. ^^cient land for thousands of 

passions It been in the hands of elderly men free from 

youLroS “^7'‘r'“ *'= ■>”' “'“t give place to the 

cratic couotties a t^T'T! ■ ‘ 

confidence until it forfeits the nation’s 

h=™ ^tdfdl ^„^SS«d “ f 

the ‘‘Quit India’’ nr.r 'vvere the real authors of 

yuit India pohey. These rgected ones covered themselves 
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and the nation with glory by their SS 

tvith the Cabinet Mission. The retvard »f ^ 
replacement by a lot of tail-talkers at a time when ntmost t«s 
dom is the prime necessity. ^ 

The tvickedness and folUes of "pie were 

borne by us in silence m *e hope that ju 


feel as if all is lost but I must stop. In mV 
aUvays observed restraint. It has failed me today. Kindly 

me. RespectfuUy yours, 

D P. Mishra* 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


29 July 1946 

“S. ...» a ,1. ,» - 

the post and telegraph ^ messagl through special 

actirities in the city and sending S 

messengers. w , formation 

I have received numerous ^ President, and I fully 

of the new Working Committee y -nmrades who have work- 
apprcciate the depth of feeling upset by the revolu- 

ed with us for so many years and therefore not surprised 

tionary change in the you have expressed your- 

at the unrestrained manner m t Y 

self in your letter. -iprted for the fourth 

Tliough the President • ^norence tvhich puts us all in 

time, he often acts with childlike d reasons to be 

great difficulties quite /* „er to get the better of 

angry but we must not allow ^lical period and our life 

seS We are passing ^HrouSh a ntical P 
work may cither yield successful results p 

t in farly iwfnlles; Ml-'^ VC of 

I Joined Congress 1*1174'), ^ , i>Kyt,smen- 

under Motiiil Nehru! ,! 

Saugor University. 1956-62; J; in., Treasurer, ndlng Congress 

tai^ard and Congress WorV.ng Cpninuttee 
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dashed^ to pieces by sheer foolishness on our part and the cup 
which is full of nectar and which is very near our lips may drop 
do^vn from our hands before we can taste even a drop of it. The 
situation is full of perplexities and difficulties, but on such occasion 
seasoned soldiers have to hold their feet firmly and tightly on the 
ground and brave the tumult and storm through which the coun- 
try is passing. 


You may perhaps be thinking that I must have been con- 
sulted. Many Congressmen also think so. But you will be surprised 
that when I was informed of the new personnel, I pressed for be- 
ing relieved of the burden. I cannot write to you all in a letter, 
because it would be unwise, but I feel as much that our cause 
has been injured at a critical juncture. I cannot afford to get out 
of it because it would be injuring our cause. 


us 

in the 


He has done many things recently which have caused i 
embarrassment. His action in Kashmir, his interference in the 
bikh election to the Constituent Assembly, his Press conference 
imme^ lately after tlie AICC arc all acts of emotional insanity 
an it puts tremendous strain on us to set matters right. But 
in spite of all his innocent indiscretions, he has unparalleled enthu- 
siasm and a burning passion for freedom which make him rest- 
^s an rive him to a pitch of impatience where he forgets 
mse . his actions are governed by a supreme consideration 
o reac ng the cherished goal wth electric speed. His mind has 
been exhausted by ovenvork and strain. He feels lonely and he acts 
emo ona y and we have to bear with him in the circumstances, 
upposihon sometimes drives him mad, as he is impatient. His present 
^ T? result of a burning desire to take the younger 
™ although in doing so he has committed a 
tfip hesitate to rectify it when he realises 

grave injustice he has done to others and to the organisation. 

siHp however, rest assured that so long as one of us is in- 

anH ^ ^ governs the policy of the Congress, the straight 

and steady march of the ship ^viU not be interrupted. 

right when you say that the atmosphere is full of vio- 
therp* ^ reading Harijan, wherein you will find that 

crisv greater condemnation of the present-day hypo- 

seen’that tbp ^ for power politics. You have 
Gandhiii’q arl ^ ras Ministry is formed and functioning against 
fore 1942^ A^T* t could have thought of its possibility be- 

tli(? Gandiiian schwl, 
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The mad race for going into the Constituent Assembly caused 

him [Gandhi] considerable pain and he has come ou wi ^ 
agony in an article in which he compares these peop * * ^ 
with that of thieves and robbers. These people 

of the Gandhian school. The underground “r'he 

who call themselves ‘Augusters’, think that loaded cart 

August revolution. Like a dog walking under a ^ly l^^^ed c“;> 
th^^feel that the whole load is on their 

dragging the whole cart, Howcvct, m j^dia cannot 

immoraUty resulting from the aftermath . , ! g^j^omidings 

be isolated. But individuals who are conscio 
must stand firmly and resist all temptaUons so as to keep the 

I have written to you at inktog^f^y o^^vn mind 

derive some consolation by gettmg [ ] S political life 

and also wth a hope that this passing phase ol our p 
will not upset you so much as to deviate from 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


The Hon’ble Mr. D. P. Mishra 
Minister for Industries 
Nagpur 


Nagpur 
16 July 1946 


Revered Sardarji, , , you know 

I am in receipt of your letter an Kamath have been 

that Shri Dada Dharmadhikan and &nri ri. selecting them 

selected [for] tlie Constituent Assembly. ghn 

the trio of Mahakoshal to pen anything on this 

Dharmadhikari’s position. I don t ^^n yo„ to 

subject at tliis stage but I ^nd you alone who can 

be very ,bk. in CP I n YOu and y^^^ 

check all die ill-plannings of Fandi j^jehta, has 

For instance, one Dr. Mehta. made against 

been promoted though t/^s Superintendent of Betu 

him. It was alleged that Dr. Shri Anandrao 

Jail, gave maltreatment to ^ Inquiry Committee for Betu , 
Lokhande, president, August Atrocity mq 7 
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has \vritten an open letter to the Congress Govt., m which he 
[gave] a very shocking description of the Betul Bcisen camp. The 
local Press and public demand immediate reversion of such an 
oflScer, else there is every possibility that there may be a satyagraha 
movement on this point. 

I hope you will personally look into this matter before it is 
too late. 

An early reply is awaited. 

Jai Hind 

B. N. Saojee 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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5 August 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of 16 July only today o^ving to 
e po^l strike. I do not understand your statement in your 
^^hakoshal hlinisters tried to lower Dada Dhar- 
madhikari’s position in the election, because Dada Dharmadhikari 
ad been here last -week and he did not say anything or had any 
complaint to make in this behalf. 

Your ccmplaint is a promotion given to Dr. Mehta, who 
Happens to be the brother of Minister Mehta. The allegation 
ap-^t im, which according to you, prevents his promotion, is 

t upermtendent of Betul Jail, he has given maltreatment to 
pohtical prisoners. 

not kMw anything about such aUegations but I know 
provinces have in those days behaved 
x'L 7^. prisoners, some of whom expected that 

^untrymen should have behaved more leniently. 
^ d sores should be re\ived or forgotten is a veiy^ 
allep-pfl nfT ^iid much would depend upon the gravity of the 
T' “ cases. If he is fit £ be retained 

nromotioTi v°i. difficult or perhaps unffiir to prevent his 

service T normal course of 

in such indi'CT'fT^ i 'vise for me to interfere 

We can lav cases or actions of Ministries in the provinces. 

interfere in Ttip general policies from above but we cannot 
mtertere m the day-to-day affairs of the Ministries. It would be 
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conuary to the democrttac wotting of popular Ministries, wUch 
would be generaUy infloeneed by pubhe 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri B. N. Saojee 
Mana^g Director 
The Indian Central Nc^vs 
Mahal 
Nagpur City 


Nagpur 
1 November 1946 

Revered Sardaiji, Hirfi Command about 

Since I have written to ^ service has been 

the notorious case knoivn as Mehta case ^ denied the privi- 
blacklisted and the said news service has been denie 
leges which are given to other services. ^ 

I have started thb neivs ser\ace a c y prisoners, 

to remove the blackout of the news fi-om the Section 

In spite of repeated warnings and j 

93 Government I did my best in it. I have 

say proudly that to a great extent p ^ More 

got ample proof in support [olj i r^-rtified my services and 

than 73 MLAs of my province hav privileges 

have recommended that the said scn,n sought an interview 

as are been given to other news agenci • Mishra, Minister 

to placu this fact before the Hou’ble interview. Then 

of Information. But I was not even granteu a 
what of privileges? for which I have 

This is nothing but a cntiunal mju 
decided to fast unto death. 1 propo unloved Bapu has got 
Mahatma Gandhi’s hut at Sewagram j prepared to 

fatherly feeUngs. But before starting jj- such a tribunal 

put my case before any tribunal you start fasting. 1“ 

is appointed, there ivill be no po [ pigase do the needfu 
view of my above suggestion I hope y 

in the matter earliest and ivill ob ge • aivare 

I have penned this letter to ^j°jship has attracted me 

of the Mehta case and as your iron leadership 



158 


SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 

very much since your release from jail. I hope you will please 
take the trouble to reply earliest and will oblige me. 

Thanking you, 

Jai Hind, 

B. N. Saojee 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
14 November 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I%ave received your letter of the 1st instant. 

2. I do not understand the philosophy of fast, and it is not 
for ordinary men to use this weapon against anybody. Many people 
have tried it and failed. People do not take this seriously. Many 
^ threaten fasting are not themselves serious, but fasting 

should be left to great men Kke Gandhiji. 

Soing to fast for self-purification, there can be no 
objection. It will do good to you physically and mentally, but if 
It is intended against anybody else it will be considered as black- 
mail, pure and simple. You may do whatever you like. 

Yours sincerely, 

„ V. J. Patel 

B. N. Saojee, Esq. 

Nagpur 
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27 August 194f 

Revered Sardar Sahib, 

Sir letter about the selection o: 

therfl f ^ l^ve for Chhindwara anc 

all reliev<»H t ^ ^ ^ brutal and cowardly assault on him. We are 
fac'^ ^ -d is making satis- 

20 ^ received a letter fi-om him dated 

August from which I quote the following: 
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«I am expecting that my book on the Indian problem m South 
Africa will soon be published. Nobody knows more atout Mahatma 
Gandhi's ^vo^k in South Africa than I do. Without his mspuafon and 
sacrifice, the Indian community would have disintegrated. 

“On my return from South Africa I expected to be appointed lo 
next vacancy in the Executive Council of the Goveramen. o Ind^ tat 
iu the higher cirelee .hey though, that I had been too 
Indian eaute in South Africa and wat regarded a. onti-Smu >. y 

patchee from South Africa to Government are ever published y 

me veWmout and deal tvid. my negotiation, with S™" 
yearv-then the Indian public ™11 know ^ 

USSTracc. A.prmc„.mylip.are.calcd,and I have taen »dcr 

the cloud, wholly because of my excess of «al, I do no 
National [^vemment whiclt is likely to be formed wdl, .hen .t s.u^ 
my despatches and the work achieved there, regard me, as the Sou^ 
yJricanldians regard me. as the saviour of the Indian ^ 

Africa. I have written to Mahatmaji about it, but I gwe Y- 
to show this part of the letter to Mahatmaji if you think it proper. 

It will thus be seen that he is anxious to him 

his student in the University of Allahabad, ^ 

treating his Hindu and Muslim students alike. Lhanrir to 

late laLnted Dr. Beni Prasad had written « of 

which Sir Shafaat had contributed the m^odu A 
It will show that even m those da^^ 

common Hindu-Muslim culture. I development of Hindu 

book, just going to the press, deals tvi 

and Muslim culture. ,yin 

I am cure .hat with your usual tact ^nd 
completely win him over to Uie nationa is sincerely. 

n p Mishra 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
30 August 1946 


My dear Mishraji, . 

I have received your letter of t**® V) * 
Gandhiji and he has also received a letter f 


I have shown it to 
Sir Shafaat Ahmed. 
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His was a providential escape from the murderous assault, 
\s'hich was cleverly organised, and, tliank God, he has been making 
satisfactor)' progress. I understand that arrests have also been 
made in this connection. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Pt. D. P. Mishra 
Minister of Development 
Nagpur 
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Nagpur 
9 Februar)' 1947 

Revered Sardar Saliib, 

While leavuig Delhi I met Sir Shafaat Alimcd Khan. He 
expressed liis gratefulness for the uniform courtesy and kindness 
received from you. He expressed his preference for being sent to 
Moscow. He thinks diat some eminent Hindu should be sent to 
London. Regarding Canada, he thought it was inferior even 
to the high comnussionership in South Africa— a job held by 
him long ago. But he said that as a devoted follower he ^vould 
carry out tlie humblest task entrusted to him. I have written 
all this merely for your information. 

The day after I reached Nagpur I got high fever and have 
not yet recovered completely. Shuklaji has gone out in connection 
■with his son’s marriage. 

Yours sincerely, 
D. P. Mishra 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
13 February 1947 

My dear Mishraji, 

I have your letter of the 9th instant. 

j. . ^ bnow Sir Shafaat Ahmed's ■views and desires in the matter. 
^ not easy in the present set-up of tlie Interim Government, 
re are many difficulties in the -^vay of selection of foreign 
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ambassadors’ appointments. Bu^t he is 

,,iU never be. V must wait for a proper occanom^ 


The Hon’bk Pandit D. P. Mishra 
Nagpur 


Seminary Hills 
Nagpur 
9 September 1946 


Revered Sardar Saliib, assumption 

I have been desirous of seeing ^ . Assembly session, 
of ofRce, but could not do so owing jecess. 

which is to be resumed on die 12th instant alter 
Hence this letter. .. j jatyagraha, and 

The Ambedkarites are conducting a so-w sending 

so far we have dealt with it in ^ without imposi- 

them to prbon, we have let them off started publicly 

tion of any sentence in default. Now get it. 

asking for imprisonment and perhaps gssjon goes to show 

A good deal of secret information m P. jjarijan members o 
that they had planned to murder Congr assassins arc known 

the Assembly. Even the names of the wou - provisions ol 

to us and we are trying to round them . i \Vhat is dange- 

the Goonda Act recently passed by ^ ® ^j^jarathi-speaking towm 
rous for the peace of tins city and o , Muslims, wh 

is a junction between the Ambedkarite to effect. So fa 

the leaders of both the communities a Elaborate pohec 

we have succeeded in keeping the wo province. A ht e 

arrangements have been made throug fAmravati], but 

trouble has already taken place 

situation is under control. All ludi opinion if 

stabbing but the news was not quite ^o • pjstrict 

correspondents show their Press . conducive to pu 

trate, before sending them out it 7“W^3on, but volunta^ 
peace. Government can taPf" A Lj, agree vnth me. linff 
co-operation should be forthcoming. 7 . pj-ggs of India], 

speak to the heads of API and UPI [Uniie 
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Anotlier suggestion I would like to make is about the organisa- 
tion of a national peace police, which I tlxink can be done under 
the existing laws. It should be on an honorary basis and recruited 
from all sections of the population holding nationalist views. 
They should be made to take a pledge to sacrifice even their Jives 
in tlie^ maintenance of law and order and to be impartial in their 
behaviour towards all communities. Tliey can be trained in the 
use of arms, wliich mil be kept in Government custody, but issued 
to diem on emergent occasions. If you approve, you can instruct 
and inspire all Congress Governments to take action accordingly. 

As you are aware, there are branches of the Central CID 
in all the provinces. So far we have looked upon them witli suspi- 
cion and have been opposed to dieir existence. Some wore of the 
pinion that as soon as a national government was formed at die 
Centre th«e branches should be closed down. I personally feel 
that as all the provinces are not under Congress controf they 
should continue to exist to enable you to know what is happening 
m the non-Congress provinces. 

Another question is regarding the abolition of commissioner- 
1 Commissioners arc merely post offices 

e seen t e eputy Commissioners and the provincial Govern- 
mente. iniie Central Government decides to help us, tliis reform 
can be effected at once and so much public money saved. 

Now I tvish to make a few suggestions to you regarding my 
own provmce. As you very well kno^v, the T^a Iron and Steel 
Vorks are the only one of its kind in the country. Recently the 

°ver by Mr. Ginwala,* has recom- 
ended opemng of a similar works in the CP. They have given 

be^tacrificed ^ “Berests ivill not 

of Nagpur having a broadcasting station 

i d;n5ir “^de but to no purpose. 

can be of or ^ educative value, in times of stress it 

Honin^t ^ K ^ P ^ maintaining peace in the province, 
g o e excused for inflicting this lengthy letter upon you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Corporation.^a^af-^'Mem^r^r'^-^*^^’ President, Rangoon Municipal 

Indian Tariff Bo 1921-23; President, 

Indian Air Force PUots Seleclion ^931; President, 
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PS, 

Pandit Shukla has gone to Lucknow on some private work 
and will be back on the 11th instant. 
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New Delhi 
11 September 1946 

My dear Mishraji, 

I have received your letter of the 9 th inst. 

Wc must not depend upon the military. If you think that 
a national peace police under the existing lasvs can be raised, you 
can do so, and if such police can be raised on an lionorary basis 
it would be all the better. It should be recruited from all nationalist 
elements, without caste or creed, 

I do not think that it would be advisable to close doivn the 
small nucleus of the Central GID which is functioning at present 
in the provinces. It is the only useful source of information in some 
of the truculent provinces. 

The abolition of commissionership is important, but before 
taking up questions affecting the services it may be advisable to 
wait till the general Hindu-Muslim question is settled one way or the 
other. Abolition of such posts is likely to further alienate the already 
unsympathetic Civil Service, and ^ve may not give any irritant 
at present. It would be inadvisable to thro^v them into the lap of 
the Muslim League. Let us not raise more than one front at present. 

Your suggestion about looking after your province’s interest 
in the matter of iron and steel works svill be borne in mind. I 
should like to know at what particular stage the matter stands. 
Do you think your provincial Government would be able to take 
the responsibility of starting any such industry, or is it proposed to 
give a licence to any private enterprise ? Perhaps a scheme for taking 
up this question may be considered by the Central Government. I 
have no idea as yet as to the actual state of things in this matter. 

About the opening of broadcasting stations, perhaps I mil be 
able to do something because it falls svitJiin my province. I will 
look into the matter. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallahhbhai Patel 

nte Hon’blc Pandit D. P. Mishra 
Nagpur 
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Circuit House 
Patna 

5 November 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I enclose a copy of the letter Bapu has sent me. After receiv- 
ing this I telephoned to him and gave him our joint message. This 
was to the effect that he should not precipitate matters at this stage. 
He should wait for our report and see what developments there 
are during the next few da^^. 

This letter will be taken by [Sardar Abdur Rab] Nishtar^ 
tomorrow morning. Nishtar has been accompanying me through- 
out these tts’o days. I must say that he has behaved very well and 
^vhereve^ he has spoken^ either in a public meeting or in a small 
gathering, he has not said anything to w’hich I could take 
exception. "We have seen and heard many things v/hich are horri- 
ble and v/hich could easily unnerve many mdi\idual 5 , espedally 
a IMuslinu But he kept his end up throughout. 

My prograrnme is entirely imcertain, but I feel strongly that 
ha%'i^ taken this matter in hand I must not leave Bihar till we 
see light. I am here anyhovr tomorrow v and the day after. So at 
^e earliest I might return on Friday or I might stay on for another 
■y or It is better that I do one job well than two or 

ttoee jobs badly. In any e\'ent, unless the tinforeseen happens, I 
should be back by the end of the %s^eek. 

Rajen(fe Babu is also rather vague about the length of his 
wtay ere. suppose he vdll remain for two or three days. [J. B.J 


K- Miaistcr, 1934-43; nicnb-r, IVoriing Cozn=nt- 

' nc n CA; foj. Comrr^inrczTzo^ Iclerira 

froa 25 Cooler, 1915 mtil p-tido= 

16 ^: 
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Kripalani* is of course also here. They arc both going to £ihar> 
SharifT tomorrow and will spend the night there. I shall be going 
to Gaya tomorrow by air, coming back in the evening. 

These two days here have been so full of horror for me 
that I find it difficult to believe in the reality of things I must 
believe in. What the Muslim League people told us was svrong 
and exaggerated here and there, but the real picture that I now 
find is quite as bad, and [sometimes] even worse than anything 
that they had suggested. In the affected areas, that is Patna 
district, in a part of Monghyr district and in Gaya, there has been 
a definite attempt on the part of Hindu mobs to exterminate the 
Muslims. They have killed indiscriminately men, women and 
cliildren en masse. Some stories are incredibly brutal and inhuman. 
Indeed, one can only explain all this by saying that a madness 
had seized the people. I have addressed some large crowds in 
the rural areas and I have no doubt that many of them had parti- 
cipated in this bad business. They were the ordinary peasant folk 
of Bihar, very simple, unsophisticated, and rather likeable. They 
shouted “Mahatma Gandhi ki jai” and when I spoke sternly to 
them they seemed full of shame of what they had done. Almost 
everywhere after my speech I asked them to pledge themselves 
to behave in future and they seemed to do so wth some convic- 
tion, raising their hands all together. Occasionally there were a few 
troublesome elements, usually some educated people of the Hindu 
Sabha variety. Some Manvaris in Monghyr were obviously 
trouble-makers. 

It is obvious that this big uprising could not come out of 
nothing. I could not make out who were the leaders of this 
business. Probably they are mostly local village leaders but they 
have received their inspiration from others. It is stated that 
apart from some Hindu Sabha elements, some landlords backed 
these disturbances, partly to divert the attention of their tenantry 
from agrarian problems, partly to discredit the Ministry. It is also 
said that the black-market elements also gave encouragement. 

A few Congressmen, of Hindu Sabha inclinations, arc strongly 
criticised. On the other hand, some Congress workers have done 
excellent 'vork in the face of grave difficulty. 


I One of the oldest living Congress leaders; joined Gandhi in 1917; General 
Secretary of Congress, 1934-46; its President 1946-47; Coogress tatBsber of CA, 
19-46-505 resigned from Congress in 1951; MP intermittently since 1952; exponent 
of Gandhian philosophy 
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There is an impression, which I think is justified, that local 
officials in many places, and especially the ICS elements, moved 
very slowly. Probably they enjoyed the fun of a Congress Ministiy^ 
getting discredited. 

It is impossible to say \vhat the total number of deaths is. 
But it must be a very large number. I doubt if it is under 2,000 
and it may be double that number. Some small Muslim villages 
have been completely wiped out. One of the peculiarly sorrowful 
features is that a considerable number of Momins have been killed. 

The number of Muslim refugees is very large. I do not know 
what it is, but it may well go up to 15,000 in various places 
and the problem of looking after them, feeding them, clothing 
them and finding accommodation for them as weU as guarding 
them is a difficult one. 

The military are coming into the scene with fairly adequate 
forces now, or they will begin to function in a big way in about 
two days tune. As I told you, there is news of their firing on a 
mob today, inflicting 400 deaths. We have not got correct figures 
yet. In a couple of days’ time all the affected areas will be sufficiently 
held by the rmhtary, v/hich 'sviU reach even the villages in the 
interior of these areas. 

My own rough guess is that the next three days will see the 
end, more or less, of the active part of the disturbances. This is 
Mt only for mifitary^ reasons but also partly because of other efforts. 
Cff course the ill-will that has been generated and the terrible 
effects of this horror will last a long time. 

I do not know what is happening to my’’ particular work in 
the Assembly. I ^vish you would deal %vith it if it is urgent. 

Yours sincerely^ 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


enclosure 


Calcutta 
Sodepur 
5 November 1946 


Ciu. Jav.'abarlal, 

been distressed %vith the ne^'.’s about Bihar, Zvly duty seems clear 
cannot o. a moment forget that I am closely associated v/ith Bihar. 


to me. 
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If only the half of what I hear comes true, I would only say that Bihar has 
lost all sente of humanity. It will be blasphemous to opine that these were 
only the acts of goondas [toughs]. Much as I would try, I cannot brush aside 
the thought of a fast. Today is the seventh day since I declined to myselF 
both milk and cereals. I was already on a semi-diet to free myself from the 
cough and itching in the body. In that Bihar made me think deeply and the 
still Voice came forth, “Should you be a witness to such carnage?’* 

The ielter of Moiiammed LTnis on Shamshuddtn is already with Sardar 
Baldco [Baldev] Singh. Is it a true report? It is our duty to place facts as 
they are. 

My partial fast will go on. It may be some time before I resort to full 
fast. You had just referred to the prospects of it amidst my stay in Delhi. I 
had then said that nothing of the kind was in my mind. But things since then 
have changed imajeaseJy. You arc, however, free to vent to me your views 
about it. If that will impress upon me, I shall just leave the idea. But, as I 
hope, you svill approve of my step, acquainted as you are with my present 
attitude of mind. Let what befalls me, all of you must stick to your posts of 
duty and carry on. No thought be wasted over my impending death! Leave 
me in the hands of the merciful God and be free of all cares on my count. 

This letter may be shown to the Bihar Ministry, Oh I The Bihar of Braj- 
kishorcl' 

Yours 

Bapu 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
[Original in Hindi] 
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Patna 

7 November 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I enclose a copy of a report I am sending to Bapu. It was 
hurriedly written last night. The news today is fairly satisfactory, 
but there are still two or three pockets of trouble where it appears 
that professional dacoits are functioning. 

I flew over most of the affected areas and found them peaceful 
with people working in their fields. We saw two fires in empty villages. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

'Highly respected leader of Bihar; a Gandhian; father-in-law of Jayaprakash 
Narayan 
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a variety of people that some of these permanent ofliccrs were not too greatly 
displeased at this new embarrassment of the Provincial Government. Many 
odd people indeed liked to see anything happen wliich rniglit bring some discredit 
on the Ministry. An instance which brings out the slowness of the govern- 
mental apparatus during these first two days is that at a place where a Hindu 
mob killed about 25 to 30 Muslims on a railway platform, for over two days 
after this murder the bodies lay on llic platform and nobody took the trouble 
to remove them. It was only after a Minister went there and saw these bodies 
for himself that they were removed under his express orders. 

From 31 October onwards trouble rapidly spread in Patna district and 
in part of Monghyr district. Muslim bustccs [slums] were burnt and looted 
and many Muslims were killed. This was a ruthless and inhuman affair 
and women and children even were not spared. People seemed to have gone 
mad. Large numbers of refugees poured into Patna and other relief camps 
opened by Government or by private organisations. These refugees were often 
in a pitiable state and naturally terribly panic-stricken and excited. They brought 
stories of horrible conditions prevailing in their areas. These stories were in- 
evitably greatly exaggerated. Any person whom they knew' and whom they 
did not see with them w'as presumed to be dead. Nevertheless, allowing for 
all exaggeration, what had happened was terrible enough. There were gross 
cases of cruelty and insensate behaviour. 

On the other hand, there were many cases also of Hindu villages affording 
protection to Muslims. In one case the Hindus of a village collected their 
Muslim neighbours for protection and violently resisted an attacking Hindu 
mob which wanted to get at those Muslims. They succeeded in protecting them. 
Many Hindus also helped in evacuating Muslims by carrying their baggage 
and otherwise assisting them in every way. Many Muslims testify to the help 
they received from the Hindus of their village. 

During the last two or three days there has been repeated firing by the 
military and the police on Hindu hostile mobs. Casualties are not known yet. 

Generally they have been low except on one occasion when they are said to 
approach 100. 

The position on the 6th night is that on the whole the situation is 
quietening down, though there are pockets of trouble still. With the help of 
overnment large numbers of Muslims are being brought from the outlying 
VI ages to Patna or to such other relief camps. Food and blankets arc being 
given to them as well as medical attention. General Bucher has promised to 
help with medical suppplies as well as doctors. 

6 November 1946 
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New Delhi 
11 November 1946 


My dear Rajen Babu, . . l t 

I am enclosing herewith the copy of a telegram whjch I havx 
received from Patna. The Hindus have been considerably agita - 
cd all over India about some of the strong 
Jawaharlal Nehru in his speeches about ^Sg«ted met 
military use against tliem. The League leaders 
propa^nda against the Ministry as well as Pp^ 

of Bihar in general. Two of those members Pj - 

last week have issued a statement today m the “ \ 

full of exaggeration and a \aolent attac villaeers. 'While 

hear about collective fines being irnposc o hv those 

„e Jusunc in -demning 

r grivcTtakrif w= expose .he 

MiLtry to the violent and vulgar attacks “f '''' ^'“5“' 
None^r them open Utelr mouth 
and is still happening, m Bengal. We J ^ 
stampeded in.riudiscreet actions through heer pamc. 

T , r.tt;ncr better Please let me know when you 

I hope you are getting oeiier. 

propose to return. Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


The Hon’ble Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
Minister for Food & Agriculture in 
the Interim Govt, of India 
Camp: Patna 
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Patna 

8 November 1946 


Hon’ble Vallabbbbai Patel 
New Delhi 

IN^^OCE^'T HESDUS MASS MURDERED EXIHLITARY TROOPS VARIOUS PARTS PATKA 
DISTRICT. PRAY VISIT AREAS CO^*CERNED ORDERING MINISTRY TO RESIGN 
nniEDtATELY. 

JOTISHCHANDER CHO^VDHRY MOWJIPUJ"* 
PATWA (pATNA) 
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New Delhi 
25 November 1945 

My dear AbeU, 

I should like to dra^v His Excellency's attention to the following 
extract from the daily report of the CIO, Bihar, dated 18 
November 1946: 


Although the conditions obtaining in the villages now admit of the refugees 
going back home, there is strong propaganda by some of the Muslim 
League workers that they should not go back to the villages where, 
according to them. Government will once again fail to give them the 
necessary protection. ^Vhile such alarming advice may be given vnth all 
sincerit}', there is also no doubt that some Leaguers tliinTr that they are 
furthering the cause of the L»eague by dissuading the Jwluslims from going 
back to their own villages. 


I notice from the report on communal disturbances in 
engal received, from H.E. the Governor of Bengal that a similar 
Situation has arisen in the affected areas of East Bengal, and it is 
j^oposed to give the District Magistrates powers which ^vdll allow 
them in certain circumstances to'^extem such persons. 

Yours sincerely, 

T? T> n T* Vallabhbhai Patel 

G. E. E. Abell, Esq., CIE, QBE, ICS 

^vate Secretary- to H. E. the Vicero-/ 

The \nccroy-’s House 
New Delhi 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
26 November 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, , 

Thank you for your letter of yesterday about “ 

Bengal. His Excellency has drawn the 

the Governor of Biliar to the power propose , r jg26 

District Magistrates in East Bengal under Bengal Act III of 1926. 

° Yours smcerely, 

rt F.- B. Abell 


The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


26 November 1946 

My dear Sri Babu*, , , , t t. j tn 

• • r\r fk whicli I Iitid written to 

1 am enclosing a copy of a 

the Viceroy from Meerut and his reply ere o. Cmtt 

0» my return from Meerut. 1/“^ I 

about the Bihar situation after his short 

do not kno^v whether you have seen which are 

statements in his report have been attribu , ^ mentioned 

prima facie not understandable. At one place he 
Lt the Ministry has asked for after tSe lstnr- 

PoUce Force from the point of view o e ^^y^ ^ whether the 
banccs took place. The after the disturbances, 

proposal for reducUon was ^ disturbances, but as the 

It is possible that it ^vas made before nrooosal is post- 

riots took place the idea was abandone ^ reduction 

poned- Surely, you would not make any su^estion 
immediately after such vast-scale d^stur^anc^.^ 

The other point attributed to yo refueees to go back 

the view that there was real danger for the refugees g 

I Sri Krishna Smha; Congress leader v^ho was Premier cf B 
and for decade after independence jyg 
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to their villages. I do not know whether this is U*uc. I under- 
stand that there have been no untoward incidents for the last 
two weeks or more. The people arc not willing to go back, 
according to my information, because the League volunteers and 
workers are inducing them not to go back. 

You must have seen Mr. Jinnah’s statement in the Press today. 
He talks of transfer of population. Nobody with any stakes or having 
any land in the villages would like to leave that place for ever. 
But the League wants to keep on the propaganda and the war 
of nerves and therefore they may be interested in keeping the 
evacuees in the camps and not allow them to go back to their villages. 

Mr. Scott also proposes the transfer of some of these people 
of Bengal. 

My impression, reading the report of Mr. Scott, has been 
that even a confirmed League member would not have made such 
a report. It is an elTort to put the League into power in these 
areas at the expense of Government and the use of Government 
machinery. The whole scheme smacks of pure partisanship and 
is a great reflection on, and distrust of, the Ministry. 

I do not know whether you have read the report, but it wall 
be referred to you for report. Nothing can be done without the 
consent of your Government. Therefore, you must scrutinise the 
proposals and agree to nothing, or protest strongly against any- 
thing that interferes wth your provincial autonomy. You must 
appoint your own officers and your staff Avhich will work under 
the Ministry and not take orders from any outside authority or 
have powers which would override the Ministry in matters of 
policy or in essentials. 

You ^vill be asked to report about what help you want from 
the Centre, You can say that you would want financial assis- 
tance, for which you can make your own reasonable calculations. 
But you should agree to nothing which gives the League exclusive 
status or makes the influence of the League stronger in the areas at 
the expense of Government, 

Of course, you can allow bona fide League volunteers who 
want to do purely relief work and would exclude all party politics, 
or party propaganda, or exploitation of any kind. 

I hope you have got an eye on the volunteers of the Muslim 
League who are parading in those areas with uniforms. You 
must not allow them to go about in military uniforms, or having 
a demonstration of force, so as to demoralise the Government 
machinery of the people there. 
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You must keep full control and authority over the affairs of 
relief and rehabilitation. 

The League organisation is out to create trouble for the 
Ministry, cast reflections on it and create an atmosphere of insecu- 
rity there. 

I want to know ho^v many people have been arrested and how 
many have been released on bail. There is a lot of propaganda 
going on from Muslim League quarters about this question also, 
and we must have full information. 

What is the Government’s plan for relief work? What is its 
organisation, and what amount have you spent from Government 
and from private agencies, if any? 

I should also like to know whether you are supported in your 
actions in this matter by your Governor. Do not alienate his 
sympathy or support; try to secure Ids coopeiation and good- 
will. You must keep us informed of all important happenings there 
from time to time. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’bic Sri Krishna Sinha 
Prime Minister of Bihar 
Patna 


ENCLOSURE I 


Congress Nagar 
Meerut 
22 November 1946 

Dear Lord Wavell, 

I received a telephone message last night from the Premier of Bihar to 
the cfllect that your Deputy Private Secretary, Scott, had reached Patna. Wc 
are somewhat mystified at this sudden activity and should like to be enlighten- 
ed as to the purpose and scope of his mission. Should this have anything to 
do with the organisation of relief for refugees in Bihar, I would like to make 
it clear that any interference with, or bypassing of, the Ministry — ^particularly 
now that peace has been restored and the Ministry from all accounts has 
been doing all that is possible under most difficult circumstances — would create 
a major crisis. I have also got reports that attempts are being made to make 
political capital out of the misfortunes and miseries of the people. There is 
considerable interference and obstruction in the relief work of the Bihar 



174 


SARDAR Patel's correspondence 


to their \Tlhigcs. I do not know whether tins is true. I under- 
stand tliat there have been no untoward incidents for the last 
two weeks or more. The people arc not willing to go back, 
according to my information, because the League volunteers and 
workers arc inducing them not to go back. 

You must have seen Mr. Jinnah’s statement in die Press today. 
He talks of transfer of population. Nobody with any stakes or having 
any land in the villages would like to leave that place for ever. 
But the League wants to keep on the propaganda and the war 
of neiA^cs and therefore they may be interested in keeping die 
evacuees in the camps and not allow them to go back to dicir villages. 

Mr. Scott also proposes the transfer of some of these people 
of Bengal. 

My impression, reading the report of Mr. Scott, has been 
that even a confirmed League member would not have made such 
a report. It is an effort to put the League into power in these 
areas at the expense of Government and the use of Government 
machinery. The whole scheme smacks of pure partisanship and 
is a great reflection on, and distrust of, the Ministry’. 

I do not know whether you have read the report, but it wll 
be referred to you for report. Nothing can be done \sTthout the 
consent of your Government. Therefore, you must scrudnise the 
proposals and agree to nothing, or protest strongly against any- 
thing that interferes with your pro\dncial autonomy. You must 
appoint your own oflacers and your own staff which \sill work under 
the ^linistr^’ and not take orders from any outside authority or 
have powers which Vrould override the ilinistiy^ in matters of 
policy or in essendals. 

You 'nvtU be asked to report about what help you want from 
the Gentre. You can say that you would want financial assis- 
tance, for which you can make your own reasonable calculations. 
But you should agree to nothing tvhich gives the League exclusive 
status or makes the influence of the League stronger in the areas at 
the expense of Government. 

Of course, you can allow bona fide League volunteers who 
want to do purely relief work and would exclude all part>’ politics, 
or party propaganda, or exploitation of any kind. 

I hope you have got an eye on the volunteers of the Muslim 
League ’^s^ho are parading in those areas ^nth uniforms. You 
must not allow’ them to go about in militaiy’ uniforms, or ha\’ing 
a demonstration of force, so as to demoralise the Government 
machinery’' of the people there. 
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Govemmeiit by Zvluslini League v/orkers. The refugees are returning to 
their villages vAthout any fear of molestation- If any v/ork of relief is to 
be financed by the Centre, it must be done through the Nlinistry, and if any 
officers are to be appointed they should be appointed by them and not by any 
outside authority. They must also vmrk under the Ministry. 

I would also line to know what similar measures are contemplated in regard 
to relief in East BengaL The last fortnightly report makes it clear that relief ope- 
rations in that area are meeting vdth open defiance from the local Muslims and 
a senior IG3 officer has been attacked thrice while giving succour to the un- 
fortunate victims of communal bestiality. I vrould also like to point out that 
about a lakh of refugees from Eastern Bengal have been homeless and helpless 
for a much longer period and are unable to go to their villages because of the 
complete absence of any sense of security- From very reliable reports that I 
have received, a number of goondas are still at large; the Aluslim popula- 
tion is very hostile; and tnere is considerable panic and fear in the minds of 
the refugees. Consequently, they are not able to go back even nov/ to their 
villages. There is no safety for the honour of their womenfolk. ^\ffiilst I have 
all my sympathy for the victims and sufierers of Bihar, I v/ish to bring to your 
notice that there is a strong feeling that the unfortunate sufierers of East Bengal 
have not been able to enlist adequate sympathy and attention from official 
quarters. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Eight Hon’ble Viscount Wavell 
New Delhi 
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The Viceroy^s House 
Nerw Delhi 
23 November 1946 

Dear Sardar \^allabhbhai Patel, 

I have received your letter of 22 November. 

r* Deputy Private Secretary, is returning from Bihar today. I in- 

0 - 1 . m my colleagues on AVedaesday that I proposed to send him and he 
Vf^t ofi th- next morning. I ^vished to get first-hand information of the scope 
oi the problem in Bihar. 

^ TL^c is no quesion of bypassing the Bihar "What is proposed 

t wu oficT o. assistance should be ^ven both to them and to the Bengal 
Gov^cat. Both Bmgal and Bihar ..ill be treated alike, except that the 
^ P-oblcm is \cry much larger in Bihar. I have already informed 
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the Governor of Bengal that his Government are likely to receive an oHer of 
hdp. 

4, I strongly deprecate ’a political or communal outlook on this problem of 
relief and rehabilitation. \Miat we have to do is to ensure that the 
miserable victims of these disgraceful outbreaks are helped as promptly and 
cHcctively as possible. 


The Hoa’blc Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel 


Direct Action Day 


Yours sincerely, 
Wavcll 


New Delhi 
24 August 1946 

My dear Sarat, , , 

Last night I had a talk .vlth you on the 
Shri Surcndm Mohan Ghosh* has also met me. ^ ^ 
this letter with him. as probably there ts no postal dehvery m 
Calcutta as yet. 

If you think that condidou! there 

coming here nt this preliminaries of 

when you tvill hav'e to come here tor s 5 P 
our taking charge on 2 September. 

Important qnesdons trill be discussed thts t™'” 

Committee. But your presence there may be mor ^ 

I am not in n jLidon to advise you to leave the place rf yon 
think that it ^vould not be wise to do so. 

NaUtalal [Parikh] has not yet me. -c. but I ^d^ 
*at he hied to^et the film from Shr. Bhtmam 
ceeded. It would be advisable to ask htm to send 
here, as I expect Nathalal to come here shorUy. 

Caientm has gone dtrough an no" be» 

hearts arc tlierc wth you. In sympathies for aU 

able to do anything. But we hav suffered during 

those who have lost their lives ^ ® l^lack and in- 

these riots. Those who were r«pons-We for 
excusable crimes and tvho have b g j |„,pe 

and the country ivill have to be punished. There wu , 

• Veteran Congress leader of Bengal 
S.C.-1IM2 
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abhorrence of the terrible happenings of a fortnight ago. Unless, 
therefore, there is some pressure from the Centre, he. the Viceroy, 
ncitlrcr the Governor nor the local Britishers will move. ’ It will be 
a disgraceful thing if the present Ministry is alloiv’ed to continue. 
As it is, it is a disgrace that it is still in office. The same thing 
happened during the days of the Bengal famine when, despite all 
their inefficiency and corruption and the criminal incompetence 
shown by them, they continued in office all the time. That was 
because the British Government wanted the support of the League 
as against the Congress. Now there could be no justification for 
such an attitude. 

The other point which is causing us anxiety here is the position 
of Muslims with a nationalist bent of mind. I am told on good 
authority that [A,K.] Faziul Huq* was physically coerced into 
signing the pledge of the Muslim League. I have known some 
Nationalist Muslims staying in Mushm localities who have been 
bullied and intimidated to hoist black flags on 2 September and 
were also compelled to put on black strips on their coats. You might 
have seen the statement made by Mr. Naushcr All, ex-Speakcr 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly, and the manner in which he 
was treated and ultimately driven out from his own house. On 
the other hand, such Nationalist Muslims also stand in danger 
from ignorant and illiterate Hindus who treat all Muslims alike. 

I saw Dr. B. G. Roy yesterday and discussed this matter with him, 
but, frankly, 1 am not able to suggest any effective steps. The 
situation, however, is so serious in some quarters that many in- 
dependent-minded Muslims would have to fall in line with tlic 
League on pain of being killed and their houses being looted. I 
have suggested to some of the leading papers here to take up 
this question in a cautious way because if more provocation is 
offered their position would tend to become worse. I am told 
that at the mass meeting on 16 August where Suhrawardy 
spoke, it was openly stated that the League should sec that no 
Nationalist Muslims existed within eight days. You must have 
no doubt heard that none of the speeches made at the meeting 
has been allowed to be reported even in the League papers. But 
I am told that they were very wild and inflammatory. I would, 
therefore, beg of you to consider the steps that could be taken by 
the Government and by the Congress in order to ensure the safety 
and freedom of opinion of independent and Nationalist Muslims. 

1 Leader ot Kn^ak Praja Party of Bengal, CKief Minister of Bengal before 
and after partition; moved resolution at League session at Lahore in 1940 

demandinf Pakistan 
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Lastly, I would like to mention that the ratio of casualties 
as between Hindus and Muslims is not at all certain. Those 
who go about saying that three Muslims have been killed for 
every Hindu are not accurate. From all that I have seen and 
heard, nobody knows the exact figures. In any case, to state 
these figures would be extremely misleading and, in fact, would 
be playing into the hands of the League which is trying to make 
out that more Muslims have been killed than Hindus because of 
the premeditated attack made on the Mus lims . 

Walchandbhai [\Valchand Hirachand]^ wanted me to come 
to Delhi last week to place before you certain facts regarding 
the shipping question and to take your advice and guidance. 
But in view of the situation as ^vell as the impending Id^ and 
the establishment of the Interim Government, I could not see my 
way to leave my people here. We are all safe and doing well. 

Even in the midst of the anxious period through wliich wc 
have been passing, it was a matter of sincere rejoicing to us to 
see a national Government at last installed in Delhi. 

With respects. 

Yours sincerely, 
Gaganvihari L. Mehta^ 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
16 September 1946 

My dear Gaganbhai, 

I have received your letter of tlic 4th instant. I had no doubt 
that the Euro{>eans would not vote against tlic ^Iinistry\ They %v'ill 
not vote at all, because they know that ev*en without their vote, 
the finis try can survive. But if there was any possibility of 
derating tlic finis try ov.ing to tlicir neutrality, they would not 
hesitate to keep the Ivfinistr)' aliv'c. I am not surprised at the 
attitude of tlic British business men there. No one will be able 

1 mdiatrialln of Bombay who pionocred shipbuilding and mantt- 

facturr of aircraft 

festival 

3 cf Scindla Shipping Company who became mcm!>er of Planning 

Commit^ren after Independence; ambawador in V/ashington, 1932-SC 
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to remove the Ministry by a motion of no*confidence. It can only 
be defeated if the complicity of the Ministry in the riots is esta- 
blished in the inquiry for which a commission has been appointed. 

I do not know who are the Nationalist Muslims in Bengal. 
I hardly know any of them and the League is not U'orried about 
any such people of no consequence. 

The proper coune for Bengal and for India is not to depend 
upon either the police or the military but for everyone to learn to 
defend oneself. In free countries, people don’t rely upon others 
for defence. 

Friends from Bengal, Dr. Syama Prasad [Mookerjee}, [N. R.] 
Sarfcar* and otliers came here and met me since receipt of your 
letter. We had a long talk and I have explained to them what 
should be done for the future. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri G, L. Mehta 
Calcutta 
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New Delhi 
19 October 1946 


Dear Stafford Gripps, 

1 thank you for your letter of 23 September which was sent 
through Sudhir [Ghosh].* I am glad to hear that he has been 
helpful in the formation of public opinion on Indian matters. 
Your suggestion of sending him back in a more official capacity is 
under consideration, but wc are here at present working under 
great difficulties, of vdiich perhaps you have hardly any idea. 

You rvill, I am sure, remember that when you were here we 
had a long conversation on the likelihood of communal trouble in 
India in case there was no settlement wth the Muslim League. 
I told you that there ivas no possibility of any trouble except in 
Bengal and Sind, and you told me, “You need not be afraid of 

t Member, Viceroy** Executive Oounca, Minuter of Tuaace, Com- 

merce and Industrie*. West Bens&), after Independeoeej Mayor of Catculta, 1934- 
35; meiaber. Central RinVinsf Enquiry Comituttee; member, Indian Industrial Mission 
to Bntain and USA, 1945 

2 Unoffidai emissary of COTigres* in Britain before lackpeadenee; appointed 
Public Relations Officer at India House in 1945 
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Bengal as we have a Governor who would immediately put 
Section 93 into operation in case of any serious trouble.” You have 
heard, I believe, of the ‘^Great Calcutta Killing.” Those who 
have seen the thing can alone realise ^^'hat it ^vas. But now what 
is happening in Eastern Bengal is much worse and the Calcutta 
incident pales into insignificance before Noakhali. In Calcutta, 
Hindus had the best of it. But that is no comfort. Was Noakliali 
by way of revenge? My point just now is that the Governor did 
nothing to prevent the mischief if he had wished to avoid it. At 
least that is the general impression. I wUl not bodier you wtl) 
the details, but I am just sending you a copy of a letter which 
Jawaharlal wrote to the Viceroy on the eve of his departure for 
the Frontier. I am also enclosing a copy of a letter from anotlier 
friend who has been a member of the Working Committee for 
many years. 

W ould you believe diat the Governor of Bengal has all 
throughout di^e terrible happenings been enjoying the bracing 
climate of a hill station known as Darjeeling? 

^ I myself receiv^ed many letters and telegrams from the terror- 
stocken people of the unfortunate area. Similar A\^amings ^vere 
a rcsse to the Viceroy and the Governor, but provincial auto- 
nomy scr\'cs as a screen to prevent Government action. You would 
rca ISC how difficult it is for an Indian Home Member to sit in 
is office quietly day by day when innumerable piteous appeals 
and complaints are received for some kind of help which would 
give dicse unfortunate and helpless victims some protection. 

. have seen that the League has decided to come into 

ic ntcnm Government at last, but you will sec the correspondence 
that has passed between Mr. Jinnah and Pandit Nehru which 
published and which will give you an idea of the object 

i ^ ^licy have come in. There is something uncanny in die 
♦I done. Whilst wc fully realise your difficulties, aU 

thought to the terrible strain 

that has been put upon us. 


^NTitc tliis Icttcr lo you because I was 

rnUf^ Icttcr. You mav share it wadi vour tivo 

colleagues. My best washes to you and them. 

for 1 mond?^^* have benefited by the change and rest you had 


The llon'blc Sir Stafford Ciipps 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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15 October 1946 

Dear Lord AVavell, 

TTianlc you for your letter of today’s date atxiuC East Bengal. 

I am going to the Frontier tomorrow morning, but my mind is full of 
what is happening in East Bengal, Both the reconstitution of the Interim 
Government, important as it is, and my Frontier visit, which I have looked 
forward to for so long, have suddenly become of secondary importance. Indeed, 

I have come seriously to think whether it serves any useful purpose for me 
to be in the Interim Government if an important part of India sinks to barba- 
rism or something much worse. The accounts we have received and arc receiv- 
ing from hour to hour arc incredible, and yet there can be little doubt that 
they arc largely true. A vast area of Bengal has ceased to have any Gov- 
ernment functioning, any security, and has just become the happy hunt- 
ing gfou.id of the worst elements in the community. Mass slaughter, arson, 
burning of human beings, rape, abduction on a large scale, forcible conver- 
sions and all manner of other horrible things are happening. 

For at least two or three weeks past we have been receiving warnings 
that this was going to happen in East Bengal. Indeed, it began in Dacca 
some time back. Instead of being stopped in time it was allowed to grow, and 
it is now Spreading to other districts. Bengal, which has long led India in many 
ways, [has] rapidly become a shambles and a ruin. It is a small matter to dis- 
cuss legal responsibilities when such a horrible catastrophe overtakes a people. 

It is evident that the Bengal Government is completely incapable of control- 
ling the situation. Indeed, many people think that they have no desire to 
Control it. You have told us that this is the domain of provincial autonomy 
and that for the rest it is a special responsibility of the Governor and the 
Viceroy. It may be so, but 1 should like to know how that responsibility 
is discharged cither by the provincial Government or the Governor when these 
Conditions that arc worse than war are allowed to prevail over wide areas and 
for indefinite periods. It would appear that not only Government but also 
general and special responsibilities have all ceased to function in these parts of 
Bengal. Only the gangster, the hooligan and other anti-social elements func- 
tiew there. 

Surely it serves little purpose to say that all this is due to commu- 
nal friction and to divide up the blame between various parties or groups. 
Conditions are difijoilt in various parts of India, but it has become the spe- 
cial province of Bengal to indulge in this horror and frightfulness. There was 
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the famine three years ago. There v.-as the Calcutta killing two months ago, and 
there is now this mass slaughter, etc., in Noakhali and the surrounding 
districts svhich, if reports arc correct, is far worse than tlie Calcutta killing. 
Law and special and other responsibilities have no meaning when the>' become 
completely incapable of controlling such a situation. It is a terrible responsi- 
bility for all those in charge. But it is also a terrible responsibility for us and 
we too have to ansss-cr before the people of India. \NTiat is the good of 
oar forming the Interim Government of India if all that we can do is to 
s.ttch h.lplcsslj and do nothing else when thousands of people arc being 
butdiered and subjected to infinitely ‘worse treatment? 

am greatly perturbed. I feel that we must face this issue somehow or 
else we retire from the public scene. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
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Board of Trade 
MHlbank 
London SW 1 
24 October 1946 
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New Dcllii 
25 October 1946 


Dear Lord Wavell, 

l am enclosing a copy of a letter* which I have received from 
a British member of the Indian Civil Service who prefers to remain 
anonymous. The feelings expressed in the letter about the situa- 
tion in Bengal are similar to what have been expressed in shoals 
of letters and telegrams that I have been receiving every day on 
this subject, and the letter provides a revealing commentary on tlie 
situation. I am sure you will find it of some interest. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

His Excellency Field Marshal Viscount Wavell 
New Delhi 


ENCLOSURE 

Mirzapur (UP) 
20 October 1946 

Dear Pandit Pant, 

Although it is perhaps irregular for a. district oiEcer to write to you 
direct, I tale the liberty of doing so on a somewhat personal matter, I have 
already written demi-ofScially about it to Mr. Banerjce, and trwt that you 
will have no objection to my addressing you privately in this way, as the 
matter is not one which falls completely under any special conduct rule. 

It seems to me quite obvious, from what is happening in Bengal, that if 
India is to have any chance of working out any scheme of unity, or even 
of communal agreement, the goondaism in Bengal must be firmly and com- 
pletely stopped. Quite apart from this, the most elementary tenets of huma- 
nity and commonsensc demand that such a state of affairs be not allowed 
to continue. It is quite obvious that the Bengal administration is not capable 
of dealing with these troubles; and so the logical thing would be to strengthen 
it from Outside. It is possible that Bengal may have to borrow officers from 
other provinces. Just as she did duriqg the war; and I should like to be one 
of these Volunteers. I fully appreciate that the present Muslim League Ministry 

tThc letter was addresed to Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, Premier of UP, 
who forwarded it to Sardar Patel 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
29 October 1946 

Dear Sardar Sahib, 

H.E, asks me to acknowledge ivith thanks your letter of 25 
October, enclosing a copy of a letter from a British member o 
tlie Indian Civil Service. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. E. B. Abell 

The Hon’ble Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 


Delhi 

17 December 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

Seth G. D. Birla suggested approximately ™ 

per month Is Rs. 50,000 monthly for 1,000 men, and he ^^ded that 
this amount mth any reasonable modifications he wU “ 

period of a year or so. I accept this as the basic “Pf”‘ 

diture, but there are some essential modificaUons 
these, I enclose a general estimate of the budget here.«th^ I had 
wanted to do this later, so that in consultation wth 
I could, if possible, make it more accurate, but I hope th 
be as little modification from it as possible. 

. It my inuntion to stud a hundred 
Gandhiji and then follow it up svith ’ 

tec from the budget, thit meant an expente 

Niranjan Singh Gill* 

Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 


lJoin«d Indian Nauond Anny under SuMia* Bose 
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Honorar>'^^°^^ Except for Maintenance and Journey and ^Latcrial Expenses 


(A) 

(B) 

(G) 

(D) 


^ 2 per man per day=Rs. 60 per month for 1,000 men per 

month=Rs. 60,000 

Travelling and incidental expenses in the disturbed area 


Re. 1 per man per day=Rs. 30 per month 
For 1,000 men per month =Rs. 30,000 


Initial expenditure 
Rs. 100 per man once only 
1,000 mcn=Rs. 100,000 
Return journey on completion 

Rs. 50 each man for journey only 1,000 mcn=iRs. 50,000 
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19 November 1946 

My dear Gill, 

Your letter of the 17th was delivered to me this morning 
%vith the budget which you have prepared. 

I am enclosing heremth a draft of Rs. 25,000 (Rupees t^venty- 
five thousand only), which you can cash in Lahore. I do not 
tlunk it would be ^\dse to embark on the whole scheme all at 
once. Start wth one hundred good men, get in touch ^sdth Gan- 
dhiji, and if he thinks that our w'ork there v/ould be useful, then 
we can extend it in accordance ^^dth your scheme as a ^vhole, 
and there will be no difiBculty about settling the budget. For the 
present, hundred men should go immediately and you must get 
in touch ^vith him and obtain his approval or consent. If our 
men become helpful to him, or he approves of our scheme, it 
wotild be easy to settle the rest. If, however, he does not ap- 
prove of our scheme and he does not \vant us to work there on the 
lines yon propose, it may be difficult for us to stay against his 
^vill. 

In any case, it would not be wise to prepare for a scheme 
of one year unless we know ho'sv the "svork is received by the general 
188 
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public in the first month. If it is well received, then we 
be able to settle the rest, but our first effort should be for the 
first quarter of a year. In the mean^vhiIe, the atmosphere m the 
country will be cleared and we ^vill be able to feel our way. 

I shall await your report from time to time regularly. 

Vours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Gol. Niranjan Singh Gill 
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Majitha 
Amritsar Dist. 
23 November 1946 


My dear Sardarji, , - „ 

I have your letter togetlicr with the draft enc osure or 

25,000. , , 

I have already sent my messengers and started . 

am keeping it quiet till I have met some leadmg 
province, after which I may give it due pub as well 

support. I, of course, realise the consUtnUonal ^fficulU« a^wcll 
as the political aspect, so will proceed keepmg Pesha- 

I intend shortly to open offices mention to 

war. Regarding Peshawar, will you be goo S 

week of December. I myself will pay y --jr 

of this month and then go on to meet Gandhiji > • 

The detailed plan 1 ^vill explain at the next ^ 

I kno^v what heavy responsibilities you have 

you must be, but please do not worry urgency and am 

asked me .o play. I realise ”our Srde’n 

acting accordingly, and hope to lift a P affectionately, 

Niranjan Singh Gill 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
28 November 1946 

My dear Colonel Gill, 

Your letter of the 23rd instant was delivered to me this 
morning. 

Unless you expedite your \vork you wll perhaps be too late. 
Things are mo\ing rapidly, I have doubts whether you and 
your men ^vill be allo^ved to enter, or remain in that area, by the 
Bengal Government, You must get into contact wth Gandhiji 
immediately if you want to do anything. 

There have been developments here so far as the Govern- 
ment at the Centre is concerned. You have seen that in the Press. 
The League and the Viceroy \\dll go to England day after 
tomorrow. The Congress and the Sikh representatives will not 
go. The Constituent Assembly meets on 9 December. 

I am leaving Delhi on the 30th morning and proceeding 
to Nagpur, from Avhere I will go to Bombay on 1 December and 
return to Delhi on the 6th. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Col, Niranjan Singh Gill 

Majitha 

Amritsar 
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extracts 


New Delhi 
19 December 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

I am extremely sorry to find you unwell and pray for your 
earliest recovery. I would not have bothered you but this matter 
can only be seen and dealt with by you. 

190 
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2. I have been to Noakliali and met Mahatmaji. He has 
approved and blessed die work and wants me to carry on imme- 
diately and on as large a scale as possible. He considers it as an 
‘all India question’ die success or failure of which work will have 
all-India repercussions. So our work in accordance widi Mahatmaji’s 
wishes and directions must succeed in spite of the Muslim League 
and die Bengal Ministry’s efibrts to the contrary, 

3. I have established my headquarters at Qazer Khil (Ramganj) 
three miles from Mahatmaji. Satish Babu is also there. Two 
strong and staunch men have been posted at Mahatmaji’s camp 
itself. Seventy men under Col. Jiwan Singh (IISTA) have started 
work there . . , in batches. Of the remaining 30, five arc at 
Calcutta to act as reception and despatch centre, five in Patna, 
and 20 in Punjab districts organising for expansion. 

4. The condition in East Bengal is bad. Hindus are completely 
terrified. Muslims arc hostile. It is almost certain that the Bengal 
Ministry wants Mahatmaji’s mission to fail, for that will be 
a step towards Pakistan, If the mission succeeds then Pakistan 
and die Muslim League objectives get a hard bloiv. Mahatmaji’s 
presence is of course doing great good, but he has no workers 
with him and so effects arc in a limited area. ^Vhat is required 
is consistent and co-ordinated work under Mahatm.iji’s instructions 
and guidance, consistent in that some workers should stay for at 
least six months, or even a year or more, until normality is 
restored and the false League propaganda shaken and broken. 
Various relief agencies must co-ordinate to ensure minimum 
wastage, which is not tlie ease noiv. Real consistent workers are 
few, the area covered is also little. In some places like Sandwip 
island (30,000 Hindus) hardly anybody has been to that isolated 
place, where conditions arc even worse, to console them and give 
them strength. 

8, Although Mahatmaji has approved “all out” work, I suggest 
we increase the number to 300 and after their settlement expand 
in accordance with the circumstances and the results. One 
hundred workers are not adequate. 

9, I enclose a budget, now that I have seen the place. 

Affectionately yours, 
Niranjan Singh Gill 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 



ENCLOSURE 


For 100 as now 

First month now Rs. 45,000 


Thereafter monthly 25,000 

For 300 as suggested and required 

First month now Rs. 90,000 


Thereafter 


Rs. 60,000 


19 December 1946 


(i.c. nill Rs. 
20,000/- for trans- 
{>ort and material) 


(i.c. nill Rs. 30,000 
for transport and 
material) 

Niranjan Singh Gill 
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New Delhi 
22 December 1946 

My dear Gill, 

I have received your letter of the 19 th instant, which I have 
seen only just now because of my illness. It 'was a matter of 
regret that we could not meet as I was suddenly taken ill and 
I am afraid I vail still have to wait for some time before I can 
deal with such complicated matters. 

I have received a letter also from Pyarelal' in which he says 
that you have been asked to see the Bengal Prime Minister and 
get permission in \\Titmg from the Bengal Government for you 
and your men being allowed to work in that area. I find no 
mention about it in your letter. 

The budget that you have submitted is not in keeping 'with 
the kind of work that we have to do. In the relief of distress, we 
cannot spend so lavishly and without regard to the conditions 
of the surroundings. 

After all, your work there 'wHl not remain secret, and secrecy 
is a thing which Gandhiji dislikes. We cannot conceal anything 

I Secretary to Gandhi; author of sc^'eral bools on G^dhi’s life and works 
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HAlvnDULLAH KHAN, NA\VAB OF BHOPAL AND CHANCELLOR OF THE CHAMBER OF 
PRINCES, TALKS TO NE^VSMEN AFTER MEETING THE CABINET MISSION 

IN NE\V DELHI 
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cither from him or from the public for a long time. In any case, 
he must be informed of cv-erything (hat is happening. OtherwKe 
all our work ^^'oul(i go to nothing and we may land ourselves 
in difficulties. 

I hardly think that he will appro\'e of our being there if he 
knows what wc have to spend there. 

In any case, I see dangers ahead in making a programme 
for a longer period than three months. Nor do I think tiiat we 
should increase the number from 1 00 at present. As I liave 
suggested, wc must sec how things shape during this period, and 
therefore you should restrict your activities for the present to the 
limited number of 100 and the restricted period of three months. 

For the budget amount, you svill have to discuss with me 
certain details, and wc sljali fix it up when you come here. You 
may take the amount svith you when you return to Eastern 
Bengal and meet me here on your way there. It is not easy for 
me to upply my mind at present to these tilings. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Col. Niranjan Singh Gill 

Majitha 

Amritsar 

PS. 

Inform me of the date of your coming here so that I can 
keep some time for you. 
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Calcutta 
15 February 1946 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I caught fever on ray arrival at Shillong, whidi is still 
persisting. 

The differences between the Assam Valley and the Surma 
Valley have gone deep in Assam, and now every question is 
viewed from the same point of view. The rivalry of these groups 
went on in regard to Ministry also, and as you know, other 
groups had their demands too. However I liave tried that these 
sentiments may not surge up any further, so that tlic demands 
of various groups as well as the efficiency of the Cabinet may not 


S.G.-ni-l3 
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suffer- A great deal of success has, therefore, been achieved, and so 
far as I could gauge, I have found that the whole proxince xs'as 
satisfied and happy over it. Basanto Babu has been taken in the 
Mmistr\\ Mr. Sarma has been nominated for Speakership firom 
the Assam Valley, who xsill prove a suitable person for it- 

Only one man, Abdul Mutalib, out of tlie three Nationalist 
Muslims reUirncd to the legislature, dc^crx'ed to be included in the 
^linistr^^ He has, therefore, been taken. The remaining txvo 
seats have been kept vacant. Saadullah has been told that if he 
co-operates xsith the Congress party xvork and its parliamentarj^ 
programme then the Congress will gladly include two of his men 
in the Ministr^\ I have prepared Saadullah for this, but Jinnah 
will probably not agree to such a proposal. Hoxvever xs'e have 
clarified our position. 

On my arrival here I got the message of the Viceroy that he 
desired to meet me. If I get fit I shall leave for Delhi on the 
15th- After which I may have to go to Peshawar and Lahore. 
Under the circumstances it is difficult for me to get time to go 
to Bombay. You have called the Parliamentan* Board on the 
16th- It should finish the work of the remaining provinces. If any 
appeal will be filed in this connection, you would send it to me 
and I will decide it in consultation xdth you. 

Yours sincerely, 
A- K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Central Parliamentary Board 
Congress House 
Bombay 
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Congress House 
Gauhati 
18 February 1946 

Revered Sardaiji, 

Uie xvhole subject of haxing a joint parliamentary board for 
ad\^g the Mmistrj- 'is-as discussed by Maulana [Azad] Sahib 
%vith us, some members from the Surmk VaUey districts and the 
of the Bengal Proyincial Congress Committee. 2^Iaulana 
m the be^hig, was not in favour of it, and thought that 
e . m ro'V'incial Congress Committee might do the function 
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of advising the Ministry on matters of policy, leaving the Ministry 
free to carry on day-to-day administration. It tvas pointed out, 
however, on behalf of the Surma Valley districts (Sylhet and 
Cachar) that being under the Bengal PCG and having problems 
of their OAvn, [they] would like to have some say in the enuncia- 
tion of policies, etc. Ultimately I was told by the secretary, 
Bengal PCG, that he had spoken to Maulana Sahib about the 
establishment of a sort of joint parliamentary committee with 
functions as described above [and] consisting of the foliowing 
members: 


(a) Two members from Sylhet DCG 2 

(b) One from Gachar DGG 1 

(c) Secretary of the BPGG ] 

(d) Leader of the Party 1 

(c) Secretary, Assam PCG 1 

(f) Four members to be elected from the Assam PGC 4 


10 

To such an arrangement, the Bengal PCG secretary has already 
agreed and signed, but so far as the Assam PCG is concerned the 
matter is waiting consideration of the Working Committee. My 
o^vn reaction to the proposal is that while I have no objection 
to the setting up of any machinery of advice or even control, I am 
not quite sure how smoothly it ^vill work, Tlie success of the 
Congress in the general seats has brought the Surma Valley 
feelings to tlie forefront and, I am sorry to say, to the extent of 
causing bitterness among some members. The Surma Valley friends 
have dioscn to criticise the Government, and even the Congress 
Government of 13 months, on grounds which from the point of 
view of population, revenue given to the Government, etc., and 
all considerations are absolutely untenable. Maulana Sahib has 
learnt it first-hand and I am not quite sure whether the establish- 
ment of such a committee ^\rill really not keep this jealousy alive. I 
should keep you informed that every action of mine, beginning 
from the formation of the ministry, giving 3 [seats} to either 
valley, where the population between Assam Valley and Surma 
Valleys is 6 to 4 roughly, distribution of important portfolios, etc., 
are being adversely criticised by a considerable section of the 
Assamese people. Maulana Sahib seemed to come to the conclu- 
sion tliat the only alternative to this state of things is to separate 
the Bengali districts of Sylhet and a portion of Cachar from 
Assam and join these witli Bengal— a consummation to which the 
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Assamese people are looking forward for the last 70 years, when 
this district was tagged to Assam for ‘^administrative reasons.” He 
said he would take up the matter as soon as it is possible; xny 
prayer to you also is to have it as soon as the Congress assumes 
power in tlie Central Government and is in a position to do so. 

Maulana Sahib’s meeting ^vitll Sir Muhammad [Saadullah] 
and his offer to the League, became tlie subject [of] criticism 
among a large number of people. I am afraid my statement on 
a former occasion may have something to do with it, wherein I 
followed you in saying that after having given the last Govern- 
ment (primarily a League one) the chance to run it with our 
support, and the deplorable condition to which we were subjec- 
ted, I strongly protested against any government but on party 
lines. The Maulana addressed a meeting of the party members 
and explained that if the League accepted the offer of the Con- 
gress to join on the basis of work according to the Congress mani- 
festo, the whole morale of tlie League would break down. The 
League, hoivever, has chosen to turn a deaf ear to it and the 
two vacancies in the Cabinet yet remain so. The non-inclusion of 
a tribal in the Cabinet left room for propaganda and the Gover- 
nor himself showed interest in the subject, but die Maulana’s state- 
ment to the effect that if a properly efficient man was available 
a tribal would also be taken in may help to remove the fear that 
was fanned by interested tribal leaders. I need inform you in this 
connection that in our province the following are the constituent 
population (1) Hindus, irith scheduled castes, 45 lakhs (scheduled 
castes 7 lakhs) tribals, about 20 lakhs, and Muslims 34 lakhs 
(in the included area). 

Thanks so much for your enquiry about my health, which 
continues just as before with blood pressure. 

Yours sincerely, 
Gopinath Bardoloi 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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1 March 1946 

My dear Gopinath, 

I have received your letter of 18 Februaiy' today. I am sorry 
to hear that the elections have left bitterness behind and the 
Surma Valley friends have fought the election on parochial lines 



u:ague exploits situation 197 

instead of basing their propaganda on the Congress manifesto. 
However, I agree ^vith you that tlic only alternative is to separate 
the Bengal district of Sylhet and a portion of Gacliar from Assam 
and take them on to Bengal. 

I am afraid that the arrangement of a joint committee to guide 
and control the Ministry ^vill not tvork smoothly and xvill create 
friction, perhaps even trouble. But you have to handle it smoothly 
for tile time being. 

I myself did not like the idea of offering any share in the 
Ministry to the League. An all-party Government can never 
work and we should not have made any such offer, but Mau- 
lana’s view is different and in such matters we are guided by him. 

Now that the League has turned doivn the proposal, we 
must revise the ivhole thing and include some tribal members in 
the Cabinet- It is unfair to give no share to the tribals, whose 
population is so big. Absence of representation in the Cabinet 
of a class whose population is as big as 20 lakhs is bound to 
create disaffection and we must remedy this wrong at the earliest 
possible opportunity. You had better send your proposal after 
consulting your colleagues for consideration by us as early as 
possible. 

Please keep me informed of the working of your Ministry and 
also of your difficulties, if any, in its working. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Gopinath Bardoloi 

Assam Provincial Congress Committee 

Congress House 

Gauhati 
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TELEGRAM 


Shillong 
fa July iif-ts 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

NONOONGRESS TRIBAL GROUP ASSAM LEGISLATURES PRESIDENT SECRE- 
TARY plains tribal LEAGUE JOIN THE CONGRESS PARTY ACCEPT 
CONGRESS PRINCIPLE OF JOINT ELECTORATE SVITH RESERVATION OF 
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SEATS. PARTY INCLUDES QUALIFIED TRIBALS INCLUDING AN EX- 
M^TSTER and a member LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. THREE MI NIS T E RS 
including MYSELF LIKELY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES CO.NSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY. SATISFACTORY ^V■ORK NOT POSSIBLE WTTHOUT ADDITION 
OTHER MINISTERS. NOMINATING PLAIN TPJBAL COUNCIL MEMBER. 
PRAY APPRO\rE. LETTER FOLLO\N'3. 

GOPINATH BARDOLOI 
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telegram 


14 July 1946 

Hon’ble Gopinatb Bardoloi 
Shillong 


nominating plain TPJBAL COUNCIL 
member PROVISIONALLY APPROVED. AWAITING LETTER. 


VALLABHBHAl 
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itlegram 


„ 8 September 1946 

Hon ble Gopinath Bardoloi 

Premier 

Shniong 

I^*C3lE.ASE MINISTERIAL STRENGTH .AS PROPOSED APPROARD. 

VALLABHBHAl 
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telegram 


Sardax Patel 
New Delhi 


Shillong 
8 September 1946 


preference CONARP.SATrON INCPRASE 
BAPDOLOI ARP^,-GED s\-.-e.apjng in 


STRENGTH ASSAir 3 HKISTP.T 
PLAIN'S TRIBAL iONTSTHR [inj 
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TELEGRAM SARDAR PATEL DATED FOURTEENTH JULY OIVINO 
PROVISIONAL PERMISSION PLAIN TRIBAL ASSOCIATES FAVOURING JOINT 
ELECTORATE AND SUPPORTING CONGRESS. PROPOSED MUSLIM MINISTER 
GIVES UNDERTAKING AS DIRECTED. DARDOLOI yflLL ISSUE STATEMENT 
AS DESIRED. \VIRE APPROVAL IMMEDIATELY. 

FAKIIRUDDIN AHMED* 
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TELEGRAM 


New Delhi 
8 September 1946 


Fakhniddln Ahmed 

Congress 

Shillong 

YOUR TELEGRAM. INCREASE MINISTERIAL STRENGTH 
APPROVED. 


AS PROPOSED 
VALIABHBHAI 


1946 and appointed Advocate-Genera! of Assam, m.n.stef 


Minister since 1967 
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2 January 1946 

My dear JavraharlaL 

Dr. Bidhan' [B. C. Roy] has been maldng all possible efibrts 
to obtain the necessary' facilities for sending [oiit3 medical missions 
to urxnaj 2vla1aya^ etc. All nis eSbrts have so far ended in nothing. 

I ha>e received a letter today firom Svi’ami Atmaram. Chair- 
man of the INA [Indian National Army] Defence & RtUk Com- 
nuttee^ ^ e ango^ij^ Kuala Lumpur, '\vherein he complains that his 
c^mmttei.,^ v.hich has been formed for the purpose of heloing 
e of the members of the LNA and the Indian Indepen- 

arace L^gue, yrho are being prosecuted by the local admini- 
~ pohucal acrnddes during the time that countrv %H*as 
^dcr Jap^ese control and to reHe^'e the distress among^ the 
, personnel in Selangor or amongst the families of 
Oa INA or IIL %'.*ho are stranded elsevrhere. is 
Oc aUo^ved to collect funds or to hold anv meetine. The chair. 

to approach the of India to move the local 

to rough thdr accredited representative in Malava 

to cccedc to their demands in this behalf. 

tre numerous leUers and telesrams from zU 

U is 

- mo-t .mp^^ble to render them any help from here. 


Yours sincerely, 

- ^ Vallabhbliai Patel 

Pandu Jav.-aharial Nehru 
C o S:nd PCC 
Karachi 
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3 January 1946 


My dear Jawaharlal, 

I had called Mr. M. A. Raschid* according to your suggestion 
and he came and saw me today at my place. He has changed is 
address, which is as under: 


M. A. Raschid Esq. 

Raja Bahadur Mansion 
1st Floor 
32 Apollo St. 

Fort, Bombay 

This is for your information in case you want to write to 
him anything. He is now in the Government of India s service, 
in the Labour Dept., and is not in a position immediately to go to 
Burma. According to him, he seems to be anxious to go, but he can 
go only after March next and that too if he gets priority rom 
Burmese Government and the necessary facilities to re urn, 
which he is not very sure. He had received your letter ^ut 
he regrets that he is not in a position to go a at once, 
bably he wll write to you also. 

I have received a telegram from Maulana [Azad] 
day proposing to fix the Assembly Party meeting on the ^ 

Lectioa Board meeting on the 19*. I am 
the^INA Inquiry & Relief Committee meeting also abo 

time. , 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Karachi 


1 Member of INA who supported Muslim U.i?ue demand for a sefarat 
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TELEGRAM 

Bombay 
9 January 1946 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Congress 

Hyderabad (Sind) 

YOTm \VIRE ECA MEETCrG FIXED EIGHTEENTH BUT CAK POSTPONE 
I^EXT DAY AFTER HEETING. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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telegram 

Bombay 
11 January 1946 

Jawaharlal Ndim 
Anand Bhawan 
Allahabad 

TEUEGRAPHIG INVTTATION-S sent THROUGH HAULANA DAUB TO CAPTAEf 
SHA HNAV iAZ AND HE COITPANIONS FOR INA HEETING EIGHTEENTH. 
reaching DELHI SIXTEE>rrH. 

VALEABHBHAI 
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telegram 


Sardar Patel 
68 ^vlarine Drive 
Bombay 

eighte enth SXTTTS >£E for. INA ilEETING. 
sTXTEmnrH. 


Allahabad 
11 January 1946 


Ail REACHING DELHI 
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JAWAHARLAL NEHRG 
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Anand Bhawan 
Allahabad 
15 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

In Gorakhpur I found 100 Gurkhas who had served in the 
INA and had been discharged. They arc a special problem and 
have to be dealt witli specially for various reasons. Partly because 
the Gurkhas stood apart in the past and they require some en- 
couragement. Partly, on the other hand, because they are gen^ 
rally illiterate and the only work they can do is watch and ward 
or something of that type. I imagine that room could be found for 
them in Bombay for tliis kind of work. 4Ve could get some oi 
them engaged here but the salaries are low. Could you ^dly 
look into this matter or aSk somebody to look into it? A direct 
communication on the subject might be sent to: 

Thakur Singhasan Singh 
G/o The District Congress Committee 
Gorakhpur , 

Yours sincerely, 

' Jawaharlal 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


New Delhi 
16 November 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, . i. 

I have received repeated complaints from 
to the Provincial Government’s policy there ^ j 

me„t of INA personoel. Ws “7V„.roXt„r.h.. 

entirely for the Government there to decide. ^ 

the PrLe Minister of the Punjab ^ Stained 

really carrying out the Government of 
in virionTcirLlar, sent to him. I cnclote cop.« of too 
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ckculars. You %vill notice tliat they arc old circulars issued pre- 
\^ous to the formation of the Interim Government. 

I understand that subsequently it was made clear to Provincial 
vemments that tlierc should be no bar at all to the employ- 
ment of INA personnel, except in so far as the army or the 
po ce services were concerned. Some of tlic Provincial Govern- 
ments have actually employed them in various civil departments. 
^ ay 1 request you to make this clear to the Punjab Government. 
as they seem to be in some doubt about the position? 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal 

Hon’ble Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
19 November 1946 

My dear Jawaharlal, 

the ?T ^^ted 16 November 1946 about 

me emplo^Tiient of INA personnel. 

to any drail^r enclosed with your letter refers 

ReaZe^f f Home Department on the subject. 

ZleT^ie h^ve been issued 

SZe SepZZS°"' Department. So far as the 

1946statgglTi?r the,^ have issued orders in May 

and had gLe over to^ Ae'fvrT employed in the .\rmy 

if they -^vere classJfi ^ should be readmitted into service 

classified as “GraV’ z ^Vhite” and discharged if the^' were 

I have akeadv Lr,i^“^"'^^^the>- were classified as “BlacL” 
reconsidered. No ban ^ Pmposal that these orders should be 
has been imposed nnrt»°^ reemployment of ex-INA personnel 
PO-ed “der any orders of the Home Department. 

Yours sincerely. 

The Hor.’ui T. ,. VaUabhbhai Patel 

Ne^v Delhi Department 
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Swaraj Bhawan 
Karachi 
25 April 1946 


My dear Snrdar Snhib, 

^Vc have read in the papers about the proceedings before 
the Commission appointed to inc|uirc into the re«nt istur anc« 
in the RIN\ It lias also been given out that the Commission is to 
come and hold some in(|uirics at Karachi in connection, 
presume, widi tlic happenings in Karachi at that time. omc 
of the naval ratings employed here have been mce ing 
occasionally and keeping me informed about their ' 

They have expressed a desire tliat we should make some a g 
ment for a lawyer of our m«i to participate into tlic inqui^ - 
fore the Commission and try to bring out tlic rea . • 

Karachi disturbances. According to me, svhat happene 
svas more important as there was a regular naval battle. 

It svould not be difiicult to ask some Confess 

do the svork; or if Shri Purushottamdas Tncumdas 

I read in the papers, appears at Delhi before t e lawsxr I 

come here also, we may have him as well as a 

am svTiting tlib to ask you svhcUicr the ^hose behalf 

lasvycr to be present and put a instructions 

he will be supposed to be present; and a Y 

tliat you would desire to give us in this ^ 

Some time back one of our Congressmen, who 

had written to Uic naval authontira JjJ ratings 

Congress would make arrangements ^ ^ d also asked 

which may be placed before a ^ mtin^ who were reported 

for permission to intcrvaeiv those of t ^ naval 

to be in confinement. But the only rejp y S nutter after 

authorities ^vas that he would far no 

“instructions have been obtain^ from 9 happened to 

further reply has come and we do not know what has PP 

1 Secretary to Mahatma acove member of 

1940^5; member, Bombay Legislative 
PSP; member. International Commission o J . 
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the ratings concerned. It would be difficult to present their side 
without reaching them. 

I understand that the Commission is to come here by 8 May. 
So I hope you \vdll reply to me soon so that suitable arrange- 
ments may be made. 

With truest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Clioithram P. Gidwani 
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New Delhi 
18 June 1946 

My dear Mehrchand, 

I am informed that in the recent court martial trials in 
Bombay, several RIN ratings have been convicted and sentenced to 
short-term imprisonment and they are given ‘G’ class treatment. 
The following is the list of persons imprisoned in Peshawar Jail 
in your province: 

H. L. Khosla 60 days’ imprisonment 

R. Singh 42 days’ „ 

Please see that these prisoners are given better treatment. 
They deserve to be placed in the special class. 

I have received your memo of the 13th enclosing a note on 
the proposal for nationalisation of transport in your province, which 
is returned herewith, as desired. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Mr. Mehrchand Khanna 

Minister 

Peshawar 
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Peshawar 
24 June 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Many thanks for your letter dated 18 Jime 1946 regarding 
the placement in special class of RIN ratings, H. L. Khosla and 
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R. Singh. I have spoken to the Hon’ble Q; Attullah» Minister in 
charge Jails. He is going to take immediate action in the matter. 
With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Mehrchand Khanna 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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TELEGRAM 


Bombay 
26 August 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

AS GAGANBH.\I [G. L. Mehta] CANNOT LEAVE CALCUTTA ASKING 
J P MEHTA SUBMIT YOU COPY MY LETTER TO GAGANBHAl 
REGARDING SHIPPLVG OTHER MATTEBS- REgfEST YOU DO NEEDFUL. 

WALCHAND [Hitachand] 
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New Delhi 
27 August 1946 

My dear VValchand, 

I have received your telegram this morning, Shri J. P. 
Mehta also met me and placed your case about shipping before 
me. We have not yet taken charge and we svill have to feel our 
ground but it svill take some time before we can announce our 
policy on any important matter. You must therefore wait for a 
little while and I think Sir [N. R.] Pillai* will return hy that time. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri "Walchand Hirachand 
Construction House 
Ballard Estate 
•Bombay 

• ICS; CJommtsioner Cfneral for Economic and Cbmincrejal Afiifr* in 
Europe, I94C'48; Secretary to the Union CUbbet tJl 1952; retired aj SecretaiT 
Ceneral. Ministry of External AlTain 
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TELEGRAM 

Bombay 
16 September 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Home Member 
New Delhi 

INTEND SPENDING WEEK DELHI, DESIRE DISCUSS SEVERAL MATTERS 
REGARDING SHIPPING SHIPBUILDING AIR BURMA CEYLON WITH 
YOU AND WITH YOUR ADVICE WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES- ARRIVING 
TWENTYFOURTH EVENING, 

WALCHAND 
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Scindia House 
Bombay 
17 September 1946 

My dear Sardar Vallabhbhai, 

I sent the following telegram to you yesterday: 

IN’TEND SPENDING WEEK DELHI. DESIRE DISCUSS SEVERAL MAmTERS 
regarding SiriPPLVO shipbuilding air BUILMA CEYLON WITH YOU AND 
AVTTU YOUR ADVICE WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES, ARRIVING TWENTYFOURTH 
EVENING. 

I propose to leave this place on the 23rd and will be reaching 
Delhi on the 24th evening. You will be busy with the meeting 
of the AICC on the 25th. I would, tlicreforc, like to see you 
when you arc free on tlic 26th. I shall thank you if you will let 
me know when it \snll be convenient to you when I can see you 
on the 26t}i so tliat T can have some time w-ilh you in talking 
over ..cvcral matters such as shipping questions, problems connected 
with the shipbuilding industry, questions connected with civil 
aviation, the position of Indians in Burma and Ce\4on and the 
trade relations of this countrv' with tliose two countries. I shall 
he obliged if you will, therefore, spare good time for me on the 
2Gih. 
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Mr. Master is flying tomorrow to Delhi as he has to attend 
die meeting of the Trades Policy Committee on the 19th and 
the 20th. I have asked him to stay there till I come. He will 
accompany me when 1 come to see you. 

I undentand that the Interim Government has decided not to 
take any pan in the conference of tlie Commonwealth countries 
in connection •with the question of the expansion of international 
trade and employment. I, ho^vever, gather that the Interim 
Government will decide to attend the Preparatory Comnmtee of 
several countries ^vhich has been called to meet in London on 
14- October for the same purpose. Sir Raghavan Pillai had a 
talk with Mr. Master when he was In London and told him that 
he should see that he was invited to attend that meeting as 
shipping has to do a lot in the carriage of international trade. 
Apart from that, as Vice-President of the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry he will have to deal with 
other issues connected with that problem. I would, therelore, 
request you to include his name as a member to be sent to that 
committee if the Interim Government decide to attend the 
committee and invite non-officials to go with the officials to that 
committee, 

I shall be staying at the Hotel Imperial. I have asked Mr. 
Master to sec you and if you will kindly Jet him know when it 
will be convenient to you when we can talk at a little leisure, he 
will convey your message to me. 

Yours sincerely, 
Walchand Hiracband 


The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
21 September 1916 

My dear Walchand, 

I have received your telegram of the 16th instant, 

Mr. Master also met me day before yesterday, hfany years 
after, we will be meeting in Dellii again and I shall be glad to 
be of any help to you if it is possible for me to do so. 

S. C. ni-H 
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Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Walcband Hiracband Esq. 

Narayan Dabbolkar Road 

Malabar HiU 

Bombay 
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New Delhi 
26 September 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

I am enclosing herewth two notes from ^Ir. Vadilal, Member 
of the Central Legislative Assembly, Ahmedabad. One is a draft 
scheme for increased cloth production in the textile industr}^, and 
the other is regarding the reduction of the present price of fuel 
oil, ^vnich is too high. You can go through them, and then we 
shall discuss about it later. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hon’ble Ivlr. C. Rajagopalachari 
Minister for Industries and Supplies 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
15 February 1946 

Sardarsahib Vallabhbhai Patel 

Hemprabha 

Islarine Drive 

Bombay 


REGRET TO INFOPJ,! YOU 
BRETTON* WOODS. * ISSUE 


CONGRESS PARTY JIEilEERS W^EAKENING ON 
inextricably mixed up WTTH RECOVERY 
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2H 

OF STERUNQ BALANCES. FEAR THIS IS BEING DONE UNDER INFLUENCE 
OF DIO BUSINESS CONTRARY TO REAL INTERESTS INDIAN JIASSES 
ACCORDING TO MY JUDGJIENT AFTER THIRTY YEARS* CLOSE SFUDY 
OF CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE FROBLEMS. AM VERY MUCH PAINED 
AT THIS MISDIRECTION OF PUBLIC OPINION. REQUEST YOU IVITHIN 
TWO DAYS TO GIVE LEAD BY TELEPHONE OR TELEGRAM. OFFICIALS 
TRVr.VO RUSH TACTICS PREVENT VENTILATION INDIA’S GMEVANCE AND 
RUSH UP THE ISSUE, IIMO HAVE REFUSED TO GIVE EVEN PREUMINARY 
ASSURANCE THAT THEIR DEBT TO INDIA WILL BE FULLY MET. 
WRITING. MY TELEPHONE FOUR NOUGHT TWO FOUR EIGHT, NEW DELHI. 

MANUSUBEDAR* 
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27 Canning Lane 
New Delhi 
17 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

When I sent the ivire and ivrote to you on Friday, I had 
a serious provocation. The day before, we (Gadgil,^ Ananta- 
sayanam* and myself} had met at my house and reached the 
conclusion that we should come out of the Bretton Woods Fund 
and [International] Bank because we do not want to risk more 
money, even if the risk was not immediate and also because His 
Majesty’s Government had refused, in response to a request for 
the committee of tlie Assembly, to give an assurance which 
[would] wipe out the bad effects of the speeches of Sir John And- 
erson^ and GhurcliilP, and because a request to them to make 
clear their intentions about the sterling balances was definitely 
turned down. \Ve should not miss this chance of exposing to the 
whole world the bad intentions of England towards us and our 
refusal to go under the aegis of the United Kingdom to inter- 
national bodies. 

lEconomiit; member, Indian Central Banking Enquiry Conunittecj President, 
Indian Merchants Chamber, 1935; MLA (Central) 

2N. V. Gadgil: Secretary and later President of Congress Couimittec, Poona; 
MLA (Central), 1934; party whip in Central Legislative Assembly Ull made minister 
in NehrTt Cabinet in August 1947 ; Governor of Punjab 

* Anantasayanam Ayyangar; member, Andhra PCC; AICC; member, CA; 
Deputy Speaker, Lok Sabha, and then Speaker; Governor of Bthar, 1962-67 

4 Governor of Bengal during tVorld War II ; Chancellor of Exchequer in Churchil ‘ 
Government 

SPrime Minister of Britain, I9't0-t5 
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I was asked to draft the report on tliis basis and I worked 
hard on the report, which I had more or less ready. Tlic next 
day, vdicn there was a meeting of the Bretton Woods Committee, 
after some prcliminar)" discussion Gadgil took the line that w'C 
[should] send our representative to Bretton ^Voods, notwithstanding 
the refusal of HMG to say anything at all on die topic of sterling 
balances running into 1,700 crorcs of rupees (17 years’ total net 
income of the Government of India) I ! From the position dial w'C 
would have a separate report, this almost involved the acceptance 
by us of die official report. 

After we came out, I asked Mr, Gadgil wliy he had diought 
it proper to spring this surprise on me, and his explanation was 
dial “we must take some account of opinion outside die House,” 
and he further said that he had a talk widi I^Ir. Asaf Ali.' 

Mr. Asaf Ali called me up yesterday and, instead of sympath- 
ising with me for die posidon wiiich had arisen, accused me of 
not having informed him of -what was going on! The stage for 
informing him or the Leader, Mr. Sarat Bose, who is returning to 
New Delhi on Monday from Calcutta, had not yet [been] 
reached. Air. Asaf Mi brought up the issue that if India is 
going to the world to ask for food how can India keep out of 
international institutions? 

I would request you to sec which India is going out for in- 
ternational food. The Congress has officially refused to associate 
itself with the delegation going out at the hands of Mr. Asaf Ali 
himself and would have always refused to be dragged into inter- 
nadonal affairs at the hands of this Government and ^vith repre- 
sentatives of their choice. 

Staying out of Bretton 'SVoods for the next nine months, dur- 
ing ’which the sterling issue may be settled, is most important stra- 
tegically from the point of view of finance. It %vill not do India 
any harm and it cannot possibly be misimderstood by America. 
I am in close touch with American banking circles. 

K financial issues of this magnitude (which arise only once 
in a generation) are going to be settled in this slipshod way by 
laymen who think they are very diplomatic and who appear to 
be overwhelmed with the burden ^s"hich they are carrying, I have 


1 Promineat Goagressmaa of Delhi; Deputy Leader, Congress party in Central 
195:5; Xliiiislcr of Transport in Interim Gov'emment; Ambassador to US; 
Governor of Orissa 
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very little hope for tlic future of our country. If the usual machi- 
nery of oHlcial pressure, cajoling, buying out or otherwise driving 
non-ollicials into a certain position desired by Government is to 
succeed even on an issue like this, it is most unfortunate for India. 


To me individually, it was an indication that I ^vas doing no 
good in this place and that I %vould much rather retire into the 
quietude of private life and devote myself to topics which are of 
much greater interest to me than the acti%dties of the Assembly. 

Tlic fact that I have brought these topics to your notice is it- 
self being made a cause for complaint about me. In my opinion 
notliing more important in the financial field has occurred m t e 
last 30 years, and even the ratio fight was for smaller stakes than 
what we are about to lose now if we do not look out, 

Wien I found a Muslim member, Mr. Zia-ud-Din (Ahmed) 
behaving as if he had sold out the Government in the committee, 
I took an opportunity of approaching, through a mutual League 
member friend, Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan*. The latter assured 
me that on this issue there \vas nothing sectional and the 
would go wthus. He has asked me to prepare a note on the 
subject, which Jinnah and himself wll consider. I offered to 
place myself at their disposal for cross-examination on the pom 
raised. If they are satisfied, they will go with us. 

I would request you to give to this question the 
which it deserves and which some of my colleagues on pp 
to realise. t. i » 

I have fought for financial justice to India for the last 3U 
years and I have guided the country’s fight on fois topic, ^i^ 
iever exaggerated the issues and I have not been 'wept off my 
feet by any situation. IVe shall all await with anxiety your 


mstructions. 


Yours respectfully, 
Manu Subedar 


Sardar Sahib VaUabhbhai J. Patel 
Bombay 


1 Landlord of UP; member of 

L\^n\“ledT7Neb:u^^^^^^^^ S'Vwer of Pabir.o afler parddon 



ENCLOSURE 


[This note ^v'as attached to Manu Subedar’s letter of 17 Fcbruar>* to 
Sardar Patch] 

Sterling debts rqjrcscnt the value of goods and services compuhonly tahen 
from India, many of v.hich Indians themselves required- They' were taken on 
the basis of controlled price and often monopoly price- Oihcnvisc the debts 
would have [been] three times as much. The total debt nov/ amounts to bet- 
ween Rs 1,700 and 1,800 crores. Tliis represents 17 to 18 years’ total net 
revenue of India at the Centre. 

Lord Keynes at Brciton ^Voods said that these v/crc honourable debts 
which would be honourably met. Lord Wavcll before the Associated Chambers 
in 1914^ said that these debts would be honoured. But the last ofneial v»'ord is 
that of Sir John Anderson, when Chancellor of the Exchequer, that these were 
not ‘‘commercial debts,” implying that the obligation to meet them was not 
serious, Mr. Churchill, in a debate on 13 December 1945, said vritb 
reference both to India and Egypt that they had been protected against Gcr^ 
man and Japanese aggression and there should be some consideration for 
such protection. Ever since 1942 he had asked the Cabinet to make rcserv'a- 
tion on this point- 

Thc omission by the then Chancellor of the Exchequer to get up in the 
House of Commons and to say that this w^as not His Majesty’s Go^'cmment’s 
vie^v is deplorablc- 

The vrhole of the British Press has more than once tried to say that 
these debts inv'olvcd profiteering b>' India, that India got protection, that 
England cannot pay, and that these debts should not be paid. 

Behind India’s back, England negotiated an Anglo-American agreement 
on 6 December 1945, of vdiich there arc tvro clauses, 6(3) and 10(c), which 
are mandatory on Britain [to] scale dovm India’s debts and which jiromise a 
vraiver of interest to the UK from America only if they' can shovr that they 
have defaulted both in capital and in interest to India- 

The apprehension caused by all this to the Indian mind prev'ents India 
from judging issues invobring a further financial liability' to the extent of Rs 260 
crores. ISTicn India is asked to sign on the dotted line for the Bretton IVoods 
Fuad and the Bank, this is the liability’ incurred. It is true that the risk to this 
money will not be immediate, but other ventures have been kno\'m to fail, and 
should this venture too fail (as I confidently* omect it to fail in the next 
five years), India would lose this large [sum of] money, vrhicb she can save 
by withdrawing from the Fund. 

214 
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It, how=»», Hi. M»j=ty'. ““"'T'" 
assurance that the sterling debts would be met m , 

A„,lo-Am.ric.„ »*..».«.< 1 =••»■> 

difficulty in an interint position, by which India s representat 
the first shareholders’ meeting in March in New or . 

ui H\tn aslune for such an assurance 
Th. Finru... M.mbcr a ^ 

and the reply is in the negative, that co 

ment, nor can [they] give any kind of assurance. 

Equally, His Majesty’s Government have said JT when 

negotbte now and they were unable to indicate any part.cu 
they could negotiate. that 

Under these circumstances, m order involuntary 

Mia ha. haan badly 

and .ha. .he d.b.o. i. »<« doing .ho r.gh. .h.og, 

of the Fund. ... t six months, during which prclimi- 

The Fund ivill not function for the ncx 
nary arrangements for its functioning will 

negotiations about the sterling co the Ban 

opinion in India, the matter may be settled oe 

begins to function. . , . ^ srttlcment on the sterling issue, 

i, a fai. and ■“> .h.>»g I-' 

India can afford to take such nsk as now. 

Bank, and it is in no spirit of iso a loni her international status 

When India’s status at home is anxiety in connection with the 

also be proper, and when th^ ^ ^.h a lighter 

sterling [balances] is removed, she could 

mind, rannot plead delicate 

It may be noted that His ^i^^cTrtain obvious measuie* to 

negotiations with America and dollar seemities of 

reduce or to keep down the sterlmg *bt DoU^ 

requisitioned during the w-r. Th«e 'll 

which Wong to Britishers t " 

British Government with a view modify section 41 of the cs 

,.r to set the Finance Member to moony forsterlmg. 

My efforts to gel in „ Bank is bound to give j- 

Bank of India Act, by whi commoditiej ^s of the 

have failed. of 

are being purchased by the made 

British Government nroblcmatk. . . 

sterling, whose return to India P but the sore is cootmuing. 

.d... word., .b. -b" P-»"- 

debtor is Showing no mclmat.on. He is 
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not paying even where bis ability to pay is obvious. He is not willing to send 
his representatives to the door of the creditor to discuss ways and means. He 
has not submitted any proposal nearly 12 months after the end of the war- 
In order to get a proper perspective, please note that 

1 the recent Anglo-American loan to England is isss than £ 1,000 million, 
and 

2 the sterling debt to India accumulated is more than 5^^1,250 million. 

If India docs not take this opportunity of marking her protest vdth 
w’orldwide publicity by coming out of Bretton Woods, she will never get a 
chance. Old and stale debts are not paid and India’s own experience in the 
last w’ar w’as that only one-tenth was paid for claims of £ 35 million- 

The attitude of Government, i.c. Sir Jeremy Raisman,^ and of non-officials 
like hir. [A. D.] ShroiT^ and Sir Punish otam das Thakurdas^ up to July 1944, w'as 
that India would have no use either for the Fund or for the Bank unless 
and until the issue of sterling balances was satisfactorily settled. Since that date, 
wben they returned and deplored their efforts to get this settled through the 
Fund and the Bank, Government’s attitude has changed. But the attitude of the 
Indian people should be that w'C %'/ithdraw from the Fund and the Bank until 
we see a more clear light and until we get a fair solution of the sterling debt 
at the hands of the UK* 
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17 Ferozshah Road 
New Delhi 
15 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhblm, 

I am putting the following few lines for your consideration 
and a'^rating your directions in connection wth the same* On 
29 January the Legislative Assembly” passed a resolution con- 
demning Government for signifying adherence to the International 
^Monetary] Fund and to the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Dev^elopment by an ordinance. The resolution stated that a 
committee of nine persons should be appointed to go into the 
whole question and make recommendations to the House as to 
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what action would be in the highest interest of tins country; 
further, the resolution provided that the Government of India 
should make no commitments till this ad hoc committee submitted 
its report to the House. 'Iliis committee consisted of nine persons, 
four Congress, hvo Muslim Ixiaguc, one European group and 
tt\*o officials- The Congress is represented by Mr. Manu Subedar, 
Mr. N. V. Gadgil, Mr. Ai^-angar and Mr. K. C. Ncog>'.‘ TIic 
Muslim League^ by Dr. 7.ia-ud*Din Ahmed and Mr. [Yusuf] 
ILinxm^ Mr. Tj-son* is for the European Group and the Finance 
Mcmljcr and Dr. Madan^ represent Government. At tlic first 
meeting ss-c, the Congress Party, represented that settlement of 
the sterling balances was the main issue for us and unless there was 
any satisfactory sclllcmcnl it was useless to continue membership 
of the Fund and sst: would recommend svitbdrawal from the same. 
In the course of discussion sve suggested that an assurance from 
His M.ajcsty’s Go%-emmcnt sliould come forUi in an unquaUlicd 
manner lliat they would honour the debt and Uicrc would M no 
scaling dosvn except xvith India’s consent and further immediate 
negotiations should start. On that occasion the Finance cm cr, 
and in fact the entire committee, agreed that this svas a 
reasonable proposal and at the suggestion of the Finance h ^ 
the committee was adjourned for 10 daj-s. Wicn Uic 
regathcred the Finance Member informed us that His ajesty 
Government was unwilling to gisT any such assurance becaus 
of Uie fact that the Anglo-American agreement was sUll no 
raUfied by the American Congress. As regards the ot 

negotiations, it svas not possible to do it immedia e y. 
requested us to agree to tlic appointment of a 
be nominated by India as her representative on ^ 5 .p, . 

of the Fund. He has proposed Sir Chintaman 
matter has got to be decided before next Monday and the 
of the committee’s report is fixed for the 23rd of this month. Now 
tiic quesUon is what attitude should the Pjty 

India is already in the Fund. We must move for her withdrawal 

> ^^nb^cr, Covemm.nl of India. 1917-50, Chairm^.Jn^- 
Committee. t0t7; member. Standing ° ^ council of Ruten, Eastern 

Prince*. 191042, CKairman. Committee of f ™ ^ 

State*, 1910-43; Chairman, Planning Advisory Board, Go Assembly 

^Succeeded father Abdullah Haroon as member of Central Assembly 

S Editor of Capital, weekly financial journal 

4 Economist; Deputy Bank of India, Union Finance 

SMemberof ICS; successively Go V'Ice Chancellor, Delhi University 

NCnister, head of University Grants Commission and V ice-Chancello . 
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we so desire and we must make a recommendation to that effect 
in Our report. In today’s meeting all of us four again pressed the 
Finance Alember to secure die assurance, \sliich he failed to secure 
from His Alajesty's Government, but he is not agreeable. After 
a good deal of discussion he has put forth the following proposals 2 

(1) WTiatever may have been said in the Anglo-American 
^eement about scaling do^vn of debts (Article 10 C) India 
is not bound by it and India’s claim to her sterling credit is 
not affected by the same. 

(2) The committee takes notice of the strong feelings about 
&e settimg of the question of sterling balances and request 

His Majesty’s Government to start negotiations as early as 
possible. 

(3) That the Government of India may proceed to appoint 
a governor, but if there is any fresh commitment to be made 
with respect to &e Fund, this committee should be immediately 
consulted. This committee should continue. 

Under the^provisions of the final act [that] a member can 
vat a-^v from the Fund by simply giving notice in -writing, 
a any time India thinks that the question of her sterling 
being satisfactorily solved is good ground to -ssdth- 
draw from the Fund, she can do so at once. 

^ h>o\s, in our party over this question there is difference of 
opimon Among the four of us who are on the committee, Mr. 

withdrawal because His Majestv^s Govem- 
e to give a satisfactory assurance and he ivants to 
occasion as a lever for getting the question of sterling 

ivithSf and Mr. A^^-angar think that we can 

wthdraw at any moment if ive find that the Fund can be of no 

balanr^^ securing the setdement of the question of sterling 
for ttip cVh- 1 me ned to -^vait for some time and bring pressure 
reaso 7 iaWr!t°^^^^ question of sterling balances and, if in 

be ont f ^ done,^ then give notice of vtithdraival and 

K containing Government proposals be 

1 . * “ ^“orroiv evening. I shaU certainly send one copy 

wntten tlm. Our committee inll meet on Mondav and ve -is-iU 
W ,0 giv, our fiual dedsiou before Tuesday evejug? You SS 
'i?*'' '"">‘>^>’”8 •i' Govemrul,. propo^S 
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the party. If you so desire you may speak to ^^r. Subedar or Mr. 
Asaf AU on the phone. My phone [number] is 40272 and 
Mr. Asaf All’s is 40238 and that of Mr. Manu Subedar is 40248. 

Yours sincerely, 

N. V. Gadgil 
Secretary, Congress Party 
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17 Ferozshah Road 
Neiv Delhi 
16 February 1946 

Dear Vallabhbhai, 

Pkase find herewith draft report 
This will be considered by the committee m Monday ( 9 
Kindly inform us as requested in yesterdays le er^^^^^ 

K. V, Gadgil 


enclosure 

■n,e n^otio. adopted by the 

1946, in substitution of ^ „,ification of the action of Govcm- 

Mcmbcr on the previous day asm , ^^^ents as an original member. 

ment in adhering to the ^ 

proposed inter aha ^^at in o members be elected to go 

taken a committee of this Hou ^ House, and pending 

into this question and report at ^ further action be taken by 

consideration by this Assembly o undersigned 

this Government in respert matter was referred, have 

members of the committee to ^rt 

considered the subject and have tn 

containing our t’ement made in the course of the recent debate 

1 We strongly endorse the j, bound in any way 

by the Honourable the F>n^« _M«n^ ,945. 

by the terms of the ^uld be to India*, advantage to 

2 In our view the foal institutions may be deteimmed to a 

remain a member of 
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ver>^ considerable extent by tlic outcome of the negotiations which His Majes- 
ty’s Government arc committed to undertake with the Government of India 
on the subject of liquidation of sterling credits. If these negotiations arc 
undulv delayed, it may be necessary for India to withdra^v* before these nego- 
tiations take place, because it may happen that India will be called upon 
lin er the agreement to undertake commitments which she may feel unable 
to shoulder, in the absence of a satisfactory solution of the sterling credits. 
1^ arly, it may be necessary for India to ^vithdr^^v from the International 
notary Fund and the International Bank in case the proposals of His 
MajesVs Government for the settlement of the sterling balances arc not satis- 
India. J^Ieanwhilc, apprehensions in this regard were voiced in 
course^ of discussions in the committee ovdng to certain speeches by cmi- 
men in England advocating the scaling do^vn of the sterling balances, and 
assured in this connection by the Honourable the Finance Member that 
o ^ has happened since the authoritative pronouncement made by Lord 
^ cyn , ead of the UK del Ration at the Bretton Woods Monetary Conference, 
ponse to &e demand of the Indian delegation for an assurance on the 
M any m a nn er the authority or force of that statement. 

order to allay the anxieties which have been caused by certain 
''' ^ British Press we would welcome an early 

Majest>^s Government on this point and 
bxin, of a date for negotiations .rith the least possible delay. 

informed by the Honourable the Finance Member that 
Bank Reserv^e Bank of India Act 1934, under %vhich the 

*• ^ ^^F^Bcd to give rupees for sterling and to accumulate sterling 

taken t rupees mil be amended as part of the action that ^viU be 

imp ement adherence to the International Monetary Fund agreement. 

to ^ Assembly that Government may be authorised 

when this iT ^ alternate and executive directors and alternates 

taken hv P further financial commitments should be under- 

-th r^rd to the Fund or the Bank before the matter 

he may be able • ° Fimd and tbe Bank; we expect that 

and maimer f additional information bearing on the probable scope 

requirements °of°^^'°'^ intemation^ institutions in relation to the 

a cnn^'rl \a Country which may assist the committee in arriving at 

[Suppixim^cTARY Note] 

add Se^foS^XT ^bove, we should like to 
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Apart from India’s membership of Bretton Woods institutions, the question 
of amending the Reserve Bank Act 1934 has assumed very ^eat importance 
as there is continuous additions to our sterling balances. We think that overn 
meat should act promptly to put a stop [to] these accumulations by amend- 
ing the relevant sections of the Reserve Bank Act 1934 or otherwise. The 
accumulated balances arc already a great problem and we do not want it to 
become more difficult and disadvantageous to India. 

N. V. Gadgil 
M. A. Ayyangar 


25 February 1946 


K. C. Neogy 


236 

telegram 


17 February 1946 


N. V. Gadgil 
New Delhi 


YOUR LETTERS 15 AND 16 JUST RECEIVED. 
ASSURANCE NOT GIVEN STRONGLY ADVISE 


IN CASE SUGGESTED 
WITHDRAWAL. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Congress House 
Bombay 
18 February 1946 


Sarat Bose 

Care Legislative Assembly 


HOT 

ADVISE STEOHDEY IKDIA's SVITIIDEAWAE. HAVE AIAO 


ACCORDINGLY, 


VALLABHBHAI 
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Bombay 
18 February 1946 

My dear Sarat, 

I badjwed to you yesterday about Shri Gadgil’s reference 
to me and I had a long telephonic talk tvith Sjt. Asaf Ali at night 
also. 

If the assurance that was asked for is not forthcoming, I 
have no doubt India should wthdra-w from the [Bretton ^Voods] 
Conference. There should be no hesitation in this matter. 

Yours 

Vallabhbhai 
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Ne^v Delhi 
18 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai 
G/o Congress House 
Girgaum 
Bombay 


I SENT DRAF T PR OPOSAL BY AIR. MAIL SUNDAY REQUESTING YOUR 
VIEWS. SHANTILAL’s message OVER PHONE TODAY NOT CLEAR. IN 

meeting draft APPROTOD. please ■wire your \TE'^\’S 

e'^enung. today’s special committee meeting 
abjoitrked till. Wednesday afternoon* 


GADGIL 
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New Delhi 
27 February 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Hem Prabha 
Marine Drive 
Bombay 

CONSIDER rr VERY DESIRABLE THAT A STATEMENT GEI^^LLY 
ON LINES LNDia.TED BELOW AND IE NECESSARY MO^D IN 
CONSULTATION tVml BOMBAY FRIENDS BE ISSUED BY 
COUNTERACT BRITISH PROPAG.ANDA IN USA AS t L moM 

COMMODITIES REPRESENTING STERLING BALANCES 

INDIA AND THE DEBT TO LNDIA BY ENGLAND IS SACRED OBLIGATION 
™USE GOODS REPRESENTLNG AMOUNT NOW ACCUSI^^ 

TAKEN WITHOUT CONSENT AND AT CONTROLLED PRICES. ^ 

POPULATION OF INDIA WAS DEPRIVED OF SOME 

iTT^r-riTri aVD PEOPLE t^NDER^VENT ViiKx 
WHEN THEY TVERE BADLY NEEDED AND P O nrHTLY 

oa... PKW.X.O.S. TO 

TVHIGH THE CABINET MISSION IS GOING TO INTTIATE. 

TO iNsnruTE in world 

STERLING DEBT IS ^^^^.^^OAMERIC^ 

AND LNDIA POOREST. ^ FOR INDIA THESE 

ONLY ABOUT NINE DAYS* ^OST OF 
STERLING BALANCES REPRESENT SE 

THE CENTRAL GOVERN'MENT. .r ramr a <!H0ULD 

mscniEVOUs propaganda already going concessions 

POKOO TH.S MO>n=V O, 

MUST NOT BE COUNTENANCED BY AN TAKEN AND 

POLmCAL POIVER AND InWs bcHH AND ANW 

RETAINED \VITHOUT CONSENT. OF MTHnUNG 

soPFORTEas OP PaPBE-vT « coia-Ws 

DoivN India’s just claims muft 

traitors. , hack entered into 

ENGLAND AND AMERIG.\ “ujgS Qp ^VH1C^ ARE IN DIRECT 

ANGLOAMERia^N LOAN AGREEMENT CLAUSES OF 
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SAUDAIl PATIIU’S COP.RKSPO.VDEN-CK 


OPPOSITION TO INDIA'S JVST CUMT.IS AND INTI-PIIST.', PillTISH PF-IiS 
INDULOINO IN rr.RlOniCAl, ASS.ACI.TS ON india’s position \>.nn 
SUGGESTIONS O" SCAUNG DOSS'N PUT TIIEV API, NOT SUPPORTING 
THE COUNTER-SUGGESTION ITIOM INDIA I'OR THE MOEII.ISATION OF 
BRITTsII A'iSEtS IN iIIlS COUNTRY AS A.N IiON’i>T A.TTEM1T' ON THE 
P.\R.I Or UK TO rlEPAY WHAT WAS TAKEN J'ORCIBLA'. .ACCORDING TO 
ASiOuLATEO PRESS [ofj .AMERICA MESSAGE PROM LONDON DVEED TWENTS'- 
THIRD FEBRUARY B.RTriSH OmciAIA PRESUMABLY TVETH K,N-OV.-LF.DGE 
AND rkPPRON .AL OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT .ARE N'OSS’ FAIB.AP.KING 
ON SOSIE KI.iD Or Pr.RNlC!OUS PROPAGANDA. LET EVERYONE 
CONCERNED NOTE BOTH IN INTILA AND OUTSIDE THAT INDIA ILaS 
STRENGTH AND U.NITA- TO ENFORCE FULEY HER JU.CT CLAIMS IN THE 
SLATTER OF STERLLNG DEBTS. NO P.ARTA' DII FERENCES BETATT-N HIDIANS 
SHOULD INFLUENCE ATTITUDE OF ANY SECTION ON THIS GPuAVE ISSUE 
OF COMMON INTERESTS \T5-A-VIS BRITAIN. 

SAP..\T CILANDR.\ BOSE, M/iNU SUBED.AR 
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New Delhi 
27 Februarv* 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib^ 

in India and in America 
T ^ is mtensc, as you will see from ilic London 

dedarmg Aat Indian moaCA- is frozen in London and cannot be 
giA^ for 200 if .America does not give the loan, and even V 

there^e^^^t^l 1%^ Propagating the A-iess- that if 

b>. 
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Tlic majority of the Congress Party’s executive in the 
Assembly took a view against me, that we should withdraw unless 
tlicrc were assurances on the sterling balances. I have kept party 
discipline and signed the report as required by Shri Sarat Bose. 
It was the firmness with which I stood out for a definite position 
which has secured in the unanimous report several heads affecting 
sterling balances, Uiough not in Uic language which I would have 
liked. I have been watching the financial depredations made by 
Britain on India during the last six years and I am convinced 
that their intentions arc not clean, and unless opinion in 
stiffened and svas expressed very strongly at a high level tl^y would 
be able to deprive India of 400 to 500 crorcs of rupees. T e ci^r 
used is the impatient industrialists who want machinery and who 
want some dollars now for their machinery regardless of what 
happens to the country’s general economy. It is these big m us 
trialists who arc therefore being used by the Government. 

Tlic fear which I have is tliat if there is any heavy scaling down 
Indian prices will never come down. Millions who could not cat 
fully when rice >vas at Rs. 3 a maund can hardly afford to hvc 
when rice is from Rs. 14 to 24 a maund. An ordinary 
who is earning Rs. 30 no^v. would have to be paid somethmg hke 
Rs. 100, and he would be worse off on Rs. 100 ^ " 

he is on Rs. 30 now. The whole of the middle class would be 
squeezed physically and morally. 

I have cndcavoarad to bring to your notice the ve^ 
importance of this subject, and I have no dou , 
opportunities occur, you >vill express the voice o 
mistakable terms on this subject. 

Yours sincerely, 
Manu Subedar 


Sardar Sahib Valla bhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


Bombay 
4 March 1946 


My dear Manubhai, , IVhv 

I received your letter of 27 Februa^ on As soon 

it was dehiyed so long in transmission « I had wired 

as I received your first telegram on this question 


S.G.-11H5 
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Sarat Babu and also Sjt, Gadgil gi\dng my opinion supporting 
your But ^ve bave to ^vork in a party '^s’here vre have to make 

compromises in order to take the weakest ^vith us and thus v/e 
have to dilute our o^sm strong opinions to suit certain conditions 
which are unavoidable. 

I your joint v»ire and I have prepared a statement in 
consultation tsith fiiends here vrhich has been given to the Press 
today. I feel as strongly as you do on this question^ but you knots' 
I hate making statements publicly on such important questions 
vdtnout first mob ilisin g our strength behind it. Hotvever, I tfiink 
the statement that I have given tvill be enough for the purpose 
you have in vieiv [See enclosure]. 

e had a very difficult time in Bombay last 'vsxek, but %vc 
have passed through the crisis and Bombay is normal again. 

If e\ ^ \ ou '^vant my assistance in any matter, vou can v*Tite 
to me tvimout any hesitation. In the part}' there, on all economic 
subjects we have to rely on you: you are the onlv expert on whom 
vre can count as the ^s-atchman of our interest.^ 

Yours sincerely. 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. ilanu Subedar 
Kew Delhi 



CRUCIAL NATIONAL ISSUES 


227 


our hope of raising the standard of living in India depends upon it. Any com- 
parison between the loans from the USA with the sterling debt to India is 
out of place, as the USA is the richest country in the world and India the 
poorest. To India this sterling balance represents 17 years’ net income of the 
Central Government, whereas to the USA the Anglo-American loan represents 
only about nine days’ cost of war. 

“Any average Briton is 33 times richer than an average Indian and Britain 
has (Rs.) 600 crorcs of assets in India. Any release of such a rich debtor there- 
fore, at the cost of a poor creditor is, on the face of it, unjust. The question of 
scalmg down the sterling debt is therefore out of the question. No Indian can 
possibly support such an immoral attempt; but if there is any such person, he 
cannot but be regarded as a traitor to the country. 

“The manner and stages of repayment of this debt can be satisiactorily 
settled only when India is in a position politically to discuss the question with 
Britain on terms of equality. The Finance Member is reported to have stated 
that India is not committed to scalmg down the sterling debt. But there is no 
official denial from the British Government as far as the intentions of Britain 
arc concerned. The fact remains that in the Anglo-American Financial Agree- 
ment published, a reference has been made that Britain intends to scale down 
her war debts. Further when the negotiations for the Anglo-American loan 
were completed Britain let down India completely, because Britain agreed to 
the stipulation that she would not use any part of the dollar credit for repayment 
of her debt. 

“As regards India joining Bretton Woods, the (Central Legislative) As- 
sembly has done the utmost that is possible for India. At this stage, it is not 
advisable to make any further commitments. If the political issues between 
Britain and India are not satisfactorily settled, India shall have reluctantly to 
withdraw from Bretton ^Voods. The other rations of the world who have joined 
Bretton Woods fully realise that if India with her population, resources and geo- 
graphical position withdraws from Bretton Woods for want of an equitable settle- 
ment of the political issues and the sterling indebtedness of Britain to India, the 
hope of the United Nations to rehabilitate the structure of world trade and 
thwehy establish permanent peace, will remain illusory. The world has come 
to understand that India will have the strength and the power to enforce her 
past claims when the time comes.” 



243 


New Delhi 
7 March 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I acknovdedge your letter of 4 March and am grateful for 
the clear expression of your confidence in me on economic subjects. 

The delay in my letter of 27 Februar>' reaching you on the 
Srd, can be account^ for either hy disturbed conditions in Bom- 
bay^ or delays of the CLD. 

Notwithstanding your clear instructions- I regret that Con- 
gress friends here, and principally Gadgil, urged a different course 
and succeeded in creating an impression on Sarat Bose that 
the majority wanted that cx)urse. 'What has happened is not 
fortunately so bad that the position cannot be retrieved. The 
statement made by you is very gcK>d, It has lifted the topic from 
the hands of economists and business men and small politicianSj 
who may be either ignored or influenced. It has made this an 
important national issue, on which India w'ould expect the Cabinet 
delegation to have something very definite to say. 

\Nhile I am \',Titing to you, I would like to bring to your 
notice an issue of some importance from here. In my opinion, 
the proper course would be to throvr out the Finance Bill on the 
plea that we cannot vote supplies to this Government, which is 
not responsible to us and in the expenditure of tvhich vre have no 
hand or share, We have done this for the last 10 years. At a 
party meeting today 'Sir. Asaf Ali indicated that he himself w'ould 
merely be content with a few small cuts and vrith securing those 
small changes vrhich the Financ:e Member has promised if an imder- 
taldng vras given to him that the Iinance Bill w’ould be passed. 
The suggestion of Mr. Reddiar (Southern India Chamber of 
Commerce) that on this matter directions from the High Command 
must be sought was not received v/eil by several persons in the 
meeting. \Vc have still to gain po^s’e^. Bi^t some friends, parti- 
cularly Shri Asaf Ali, seem to believe that tve got all we had 
aspired for and now vre must behave as co-partners with the 
Government and not oppose it. In my humble opinion this day 
is still to davm on us, 
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The view that the Cabinet delegation is coming ought to elicit 
from us a courteous tone and Uie satisfaction that this would be the 
last budget which we would throw out, but it need not emasculate 
tlic Opposition as Opposition. If the League comes with us, it is 
very good. If the League stays out, it will show up the League. 

While there are some good features in the budget, the fact 
that in a peace year Rs. 244 crorcs are proposed to be spent for the 
nuUtary (against Rs. 50 crores normal), and Rs. Ill crores arc bud' 
geted for Gml Administration (against Rs. 38 crores bc/bre the 
war) and there will be a deficit of Rs. 44 crores (real deficit Rs. 70 
crores, reduced by crediting Rs. 24 crorcs collected firom the War 
Risks Insurance Fund) cannot be ignored. 

Important negotiations may be pending with this Govern- 
ment, but the Americans and others ought not to think that we 
are reconciled to the Government as it is today. The Executive 
Council is filled up with men chosen for their declared opposition 
to the Congress (as well as the League) and most of the expanded 
war departments are filled with men who got into favour by their 
anti-Gongress attitude. Contraction both in the military field 
by demobilisation and in the civil administration field by sending 
away anti-popular men has been definitely deferred, obviously 
because Government may use these elements in case the negotia- 
tions break down. 

Mr. Sarat Bose is expected to reach Delhi some time tomor- 
row. The deciston whether the Finance Bill should be thrown 
out or not should be reached some time by Tuesday nexL 

Yours respectfully, 
Manu Subedar 

Sardar Sahib Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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Bombay 
12 March 1946 

My dear Manubhai, 

I have received ^■our letter of the 7th instant. I met SjL 
Asaf Ali last m'ght and I leam from him that the party has alroret 
unanimously agreed informally to discuss the budget on rnerits 
and not throw it out as has been done in the past on one uniform 
policy and principle. You want me to give instructions before 
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Tuesday, i.e., today. , There is hardly any time for me to do so. 
Wc arc meeting today in the Working Committee. It is difficult 
to postpone the very urgent matters which we are discussing today, 
and this question may have to wait till our discussions on impor- 
tant matters are over. 

I had a talk with Sjt. Minoo [M. R.] Masani^ when he saw me 
last week before returning to Delhi and he knows my views. He 
had also agreed with me that there should be no variation in our 
practice till we see a substantial change in the policy of Govern- 
ment. I see, however, difficulties in influencing the party from a 
distance, but I will try to discuss this matter in the Working 
Committee. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt Manu Subedar 
New Delhi 


Bombay 
20 July 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

to Assembly is scheduled 

the 26th at New Delhi and I am leaving on the 24th. 

expressed to you very briefly my dissatis- 
nni- • position in the Congress Assembly Party I did 

"rr wer^engaged on^larg^'negout 

Woods dhcus?ons i r f tbe Bretton 

inside the Congr^s Pa’J^ Government reaching right 

Their method of dS il?th inH-n ' 

me and to iret thi- ® opposition was to isolate 

did this Hrfclv th ^ colleagues in their hands. They 

the Editors ^oAhepS Deshmukh, Sir Sri Ram^, 

Mulharkar, [Sccreta^ of%im 

, L tcretar^ ot the Federation of Indian Chambers of 


lador to Hrarjl, I9ia^9; FountW memV * i / * Ambas- 

= i„da«ri.4t or Sv.-=innu., Party 



CRUCIAt, NATIONAL ISSUES 231 

Commerce and Industry], Rao Bahadur V. P. Menon* and otlier 
agencies, and they got at both Satyanarayan Sinha* and Sarat Bose 
as well as the other three members. You know the subsequent 
history of hoiv we compromised on this issue. 

India’s financial interests are being jeopardised in various 
subtle ways not quite clear to the layman. For example, the 
complete removal of FPT [Excess Profits Tax] has led to a stock 
exchange boom and an appreciation of British assets, which tlicy 
arc disposing of. It iras also calcultated to [lead] and has led to 
the result that enormous orders for machinery are going out of 
India. Caretakers will take care of itl But a national govern- 
ment would have continued this tax in order to check black 
marketing and rise in prices. 

Similarly, India’s financial interests in the matter of sterling 
balances arc jeopardised. It is most extraordinary that the three 
Cabinet Ministers should have come here and not a word ivas said 
to them by any Indian in regard to the sterling balances. Vfhy 
should the debtor ofier to do anything about a debt if the creditor 
does not mind and if he does not constantly press for repayment? 

Clauses 6 and 10 in the Anglo-American agreement are pre- 
judicial to India and they have put up Sir Ramaswami MudaUar^ 
to defend their position and to pretend that the A m erican loan 
would be a very great advantage to India, I could have refuted 
this and various other propagandist statements, which are coming 
out, had I had the same zeal as I did in February 1946. But I 
carry a sense of frustration so far as my o^vn party men are con- 
cerned, the latest phase of it being the orrmsion of my Tiamt in 
the Constituent Assembly. It is extraordinary that no men with 
direct financial knO^vledge have been included from Bombay, a 
province, it u^as expected, would give such men. 

1 Secretary, Minatry of States, July 1947 — Oaober 1948 sind December 1949 

jfay 1951; Adviser, ACniitry of States, October 1948 — November, 1949; Governca- 

of Orissa; plaj-ed aa important role along with Sardar Patel in integration of Princely 
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SAIU3AR Patel’s correspokdence 

I confess I am a little undecided as to what definite course I 
should take in future. You very kindly advised in one of your 
letters rvritten to me in Delhi not to act in a hurry or rashly, and 
I am foUowrag that advice. 

I am going to this meeting with the conviction that India’s 
adherence to the Bank (apart from the Fund) is a definite disad- 
vantage. It means the ultimate risking of Rs. 130 crores for an 
international experiment whose principal object is to help war-tom 
countries like China, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Italy. 
India will not be eligible for loans fi"om this institution, and if the 
money is lost (and I am absolutely convinced that these loans 
^vill never be repaid) In^a wall have to bear it. The Bank ^^fil 
give loans to countries which cannot raise money through the ordi- 
nary machinery of banks, which means more risky loans. The 
loans %vill be to the governments of these coimtries, so that in the 
event of revolutions the new governments w-ould repudiate their 
liability. 

I fear that if the same kind of stampeding is done as in Febru- 
ary my colleagues, i. e., Gadgil, Anantasayanam Ayyangar and 
Neogy, might or might not take this view. In that case I shall 
record a minute of dissent and do my duty. 

I know you have many big things on your mind at the mo- 
menL I have therefore contented myself vath just informing 
you of the position by means of this letter. 

Yours respectfully, 
Manu Subedar 

Sardar Sahib Vallabhbhai J, Patel 
Bombay 
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Bombay 
3 August 1946 

My dear Jvlanubhai, 

I had received your letter of 20 July, but as you had left for 
Delhi and I w^as bedridden I could not write to you. ^Ve shall 
discuss this question svhen we meet at our convenience. I know 
your difficulties and your feeling of frustration in the party. It is 
unfortunate that in the party there are few people %s'ho can under- 
stand such complicated and technical subjects- I do not think 
they do anything wrong consciously, but they are probably 



233 


CRUCIAL NATIONAL ISSUES 


unable to understand the matter in all its aspects 

Perhaps we mil be able to meet on my return to ®^ay from 

Wardha, where I am going for tlie Working Committee meetmg 

on the 6th inst. Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Manu Subedar 
Bombay 
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13 C Ferozshah Road 
New Delhi 
18 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Saliib, „ 

I pos.=d yesterday a copy of my "P”' “ b?v";n r 
altitude that our party hat taken up in the 
to Government's invitation for our co-opcration m their 
delegation 1 hope you approve of our action- 

I learn that Mr. Asaf Ali has already talked to you twice on 
the tLnk telephone about the Bretton Woods moncta^P™^^^^^^^ 
We have had full discussions m our jnjun that 

this matter. Mr. ^Neogy Advocates our 

we should not join it. Mr- 'J , ^„eby we will not be 

ship. A compromise svas sugg«ted whereoy 

obstructing our /“Xment “om undertaking an, 

but mil be preventing , -ii keeping up the 

immediate financial rcsponsibi « ^ to watch further 

sub-committce appointed by the J , also be 

developments during the next few mon^s it 

demanding [that] Govemmen 

finally undertakes any financial ^ ^ j, this: 

The idea behind this repayment of sterling 

that to start the present irresponsible Govem- 

sccurities by Great Britain Secondly, since 

ment in India may not be so ^enefiaa to therefore, is 

the USA is supposed to be ^ countries freed from the 

interested in getting India and advantage to alienate 

Empire Dollar Pool t^w as ^ef 

her feelings. Thirdly, j tlif. Rank will be of any consi- 

our membership of the Fund an 
dcrable advantage or disadvantage to us, and u 
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it \/ithout undeitoldng any financial responsibilities and see more 
a out activities we may be in a better position to make up 
our mind about it a Httle later on. Fourthly, we are hoping that 
me national government, to come vithin the next few months, 
^ ^ ^ better position to understand the full implications of 
toe Fund and the Bank and to advise us to take the best possible 


Yesterday we discussed this compromise formula but we could 
final de^ion because we wanted to await your 
. , ^ matter. We adidsed our members of the committee 

mn^ ' c before they signed on the compromise for- 

alcn have the benefit of vour advice 

hnnJ^ ^ P^^ssible, on the trunk phone through Mr. Ask Ali. We 
hope to receive it either today or by tomorrow noon. 

on discussion in the Assembly ivdll come up 

matter if ^ ^ request you to consider this 

be availsfiT^ t suitable friends who ma^' 

through M" A ^ to give the benefit of your advice 

through Mr. Asaf Ah or Sarat Babu, istoo is back toLy. 

Yours sincerely, 
N. G, Ranga 


ENCLOSURE 




New Delhi 

xr j February 1946 

My dear Bapuji, ^ 

Subject: Our party’s attitude on food famine 
lous p™ Government circles are carr>-ing on meticu- 

Utation \sen(nl UNRRA [United Nations Rebef and Rehabi- 

utation Agency] Combmed Food Board. 

Bnefly the facts are as follois-s: 

the food dcb-'te Tn tfii-' • i°'“™“‘®at motions that Government started 

^ deb te. To them motmn, only ours ^vere all the amendments passed. 

Brilbh sp<»:ches, we made it clear that if only the 

an adeejuate foodgmin ri^Vrom^iSp^^^J^t 
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Aj thint;s arc, this Go\xrnnicnt of India is only a smokescreen for the Bri- 
tish Government to hide its primary responsibility for India’s food disaster and 
as such it has no real authority or prestige with UNO or UNRRA. So what is 
the good of our Congress associating itself with this subordinate Government 
and thus helping it further to Succeed in misleading the outside world as to the 
real responsibility of the British Government for this food muddle? 

We were quite prepared to take up the whole responsibiljty of approaching 
the Combined Food Board in case we [hadj the full power in Government to do 
all that is necessary to mobilise our internal resources and also to speak svith 
full authority in the name of India and her Government. Instead, when we 
were asked to go as a part of the delegation, while the Government continues 
to have its osvn last and principal say, we felt that as usual wc would be 
reduced to record our views or protests as mere "dissents” whenever wc would 
be unable to carry this Government with us. 

On the other hand, we anticipated your latest statement and had in mind 
your 1912 advice to Orissa Congresimai. VVhen we suggested ways and means 
for {i) increasing the total food production in the country through (a) assuring 
our picasants remunerative and equitable prices, (b^ developing the Crow More 
Food campaign, fii) minimising the corruption now prevailing in the food 
administration, (iii) fighting the prevalent zoolum [injustice] and arbitrariness 
of the food procurement administration, (iv) preventing the spread of the deficit 
zones for food and the conversion of sclf-sufEcicnt zones into deficit zones through 
the present anti-rural and anti-peasant attitude''^f the Government authorities, 

(v) for insuring the people from the growing menace of food famine caused by 
the indiscriminate and arbitrary requisitions of foodgrains from peasants and 
rural areas without a second thought for their own needs and solutions. 

On top of all these precautions were suggested by us to conserve and im- 
prove our existing food resources and to make them serve more of our people for 
a longer period than is the case under Government’s dispensation. Your latest 
and timely statement has come to guide us in the Assembly and people in the 
country as to how to conserve and distribute existing foodgrains more equitably 
and economically so that we may be able to avoid any avoidable duastrous 
starvation. 

But what do wc find to be the truth about this Government? 

(i> Hoarders, profiteers and merchants are not being checked. 

(ii) Uneconomical prices are being imposed upon peasants, rob- 
bing them of all incentive to put in their best efforts to produce more and 
snore, 

(iii) Manures, agricultural implements, are too scarce, cost too 
much, are available only in bUckmarfcets, and even many of the local 
agricultural officers arc too corrupt. 
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(iv) i^bitrary procurement procedure is being resorted to; deficit 
areas are bemg extended and more and more rural people are forced into 
the artificially created famine zones. 

(v) No serious effort is being made by Government to minimise 
the great difference between the prices paid for the producers and obtained 
from consumers of foodgrains. 

(vi) Their Grow More Food campaigns are not effective. 

(vii) Rationing is not introdueed in most of the rural areas, wth 
result that grave under-feeding and much misery are being inflicted 

upon OT experieneed by the rural masses \vithout being noticed by 
either Government or the Press, 

(viii) No economy is being effected in the food consumption of 
tne upper classes. 


. ^ England, both production and consumption are be- 

mg subsid^ed by the State, no such effort is being made in India. Com- 
munal feeding centres, offering meals at specially reduced prices for the 
poor, are not yet organised* 

their ill supplement 

ration that°^ garden produce, only one-half or one-fourth the 

IS mually allowed for a townsman is being granted, with the 

forti^te enough to be provided ivith so-called “informal rationing.” 

and sta^tdanl* cucumstances, I am glad you have made the only possible 
ana statesmanlike suggestion* thaf « , 

be formed immediately if for no th ^ government ought to 

food crisb. ^ ^ reason, at least to solve thb terrible 


Yours sincerely, 
N. G. Ranga 
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My dear Ranga, February 1946 

your lett^^datecTtl^^^L instant and a copy of 

the party’s attitude [to] thTfoorsftealon/^ regarding 

dclc^ition heSc?byamc^^erof°thf“^ 

It is below the dignity of the Executive Council, 

our position and would he • "would compronuse 

Th^rktctodccbir “at hVSr?','"'.'"* "elf.pcspcc. 

■on Uiat has been taken by the party is perfectly 
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correct. Any otiier decision would have led the parly into diffi- 
culties and would have been against tlie traditional policy of the 
Congress. It is not necessary therefore for us to make any de- 
fence against any criticism in this matter. Interested people may 
say anything they like but the Congress position is well kno%vn and 
is not likely to be misunderstood. 

The Andhra nominations arc over. I have tried my best 
but failed. There was no possibility of making any bridge In the 
delta set against your suggestion. Sjt. Asaf Ali has also telephoned 
to me about Mrs. Ranga and about your nominees and I tried 
my best to place this point also before the committee, but there 
was no change and I am sorry. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Prof. N. G. Ranga 
13 G Ferozshah Road 
N^ew Delhi 
PS. 

On the matter of the Bretton Woods monetary proposals, 

I have already communicated my views to Sjt. Asaf Ali and 
also to Sjt. Gadgil. 
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25 Canning Lane 
New Delhi 
2 March 1946 

My dear Sardar, 

I am sending you herewith a copy of my speech in the Asse- 
mbly yesterday on the interim report on the Bretton Woods agree- 
ments. That sums up our attitude towards the Bretton Woods 
institutions. I feel strongly that this quesUon should be raised 
for discussion and settlement when the British Cabinet Mission is 
here by the end of this month. 

I am going to Calcutta tomorrow morning on very urgent 
business in connection >rith the coming elections and shall be back 
in Delhi on the 7th instant. 

With kind regards. 


Sard.ar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


Yours sincerely, 
Sarat Chandra Bose 
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[Sarat Chandra Bose’s speech on Bretton ^Voods agreements] 

Sir, I congratulate the members of the committee on the Bretton Woods 
agreements on the unanimity which they reached in submitting their interim 
report to this House. Those among them who represent the major parties in this 
House have demonstrated that party alignments cannot and will not be allow- 
ed to stand m the way of an agreement \vherc the interests of India are at 
stake; and I hope, Sir, that when the time comes for us to take our final 
decision they and the parties they represent will demonstrate once more the 
inherent and essential unity and indivisibility of India in her opposition to 
the reactionary forces in the United Kingdom and elseivhere. Sir, I do believe 
in unanimity but I do not make a fetish of it. And speaking for myself and 
for the party winch I have the honour to represent in this House, I shall say 
that where the interests of India demand, we shall not hesitate to be and to 
find ourselves in the minority. For we knoiv, and history teaches us, that all 

W -nd, if I mistake not, will always 

begin in the nunonty of one. 

^ot .fforf ,0 forg., ,h, clrcumstanco m.d«r wWoh thd .ierlmg balance 
, t 1“«* of the United Kingdom, 

atolL Sr ““SmS <0 India, tvhieb arc note repreented by thee 

Sd SrS S ihSced of then, 

stances, to treat those debts liehtlv wotilH to rv>,r * j 

the basis of fair dealings and good relations^, k ’ P^^^^nently destroy 

other and would also, I think ^ 

initiated by the British Cabinet Mission IT 

Mission is enminw ^ f ‘As far as we kno^v the British Cabinet 

nStg Ltr “ ct * “ “■ ' “““■■> “ i<- • 

tell them that to institut£com outside India, I would 

United Kingdom and the ster£“ts durtTl^Z' If" 

of a cruel joke. We all know today that the U^ed SuTi 

richest country in the world and t d- v ’-'“‘^d States of America is the 

America, the Anglo-l^^l ^o the United States of 

9 days’ cost of the war. To In^rthTTT’ 

17 years’ net income of the Central balances due to her represent 

non Government. So the importance of 
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repayment of the sterJJng balances due to India cao/iot possibly be 
exaggerated. 

I should like to remind the House in this connection that mischievous and 
insidious propaganda has been going on for some time past in order to dc- 
prive India of this money, and the excuse put forward is that India has had, 
and will have, many political concessions and that India has benefited during 
the war. What benefit India has derived from the war we Indians know; and 
I should have thought that it ^vas time that propagandists in India and 
outside realised that it svas no use carrying on their nefarious propaganda any 
more. It will not do for the Honourable the Finance Member to say that the 
report cabled out by the Associated Press of America a few days ago was 
mere scnsatlon-mongcring. That report very clearly states the attitude of cer- 
tain British officials, unnamed though they may be. I should have thought 
that if the report was mere sens^tion-mongering. His Majesty’s Government 
would have been the first to protest against the report and declare in clear 
and unmistakable terms that every word of that report was untrue. That has 
not been done up till now. 

Sir, on behalf of my party, I accord my support to the interim report for 
the time being because, for one reason, the Cabinet Mission is coming out to 
India within a few weeks. Some of us, at any rate, togiect that the Cabinet 
htission will he prepared to deal with this vexed question here in India and 
in our presence. I hope they will not tell us that they are not prepared to 
discuss it. If they do So, we shall know what to do. 

I would like to say in this connection just a few words on the supplemen- 
tary note which has been signed by members representing my party. I do 
accord my wholehearted support and the support of my party to every word 
they have said in their supplementary note. I wish to stress the words they 
have used in their note, the words being: 

Apart from India’s membership of Bretton IVDods institutions, thequestion 
of amending the Reserve Bank Act 1934 has assumed very great importance 
as there is a continuous addition to our sterling balances. 

1 know that the Honourable the Finance Member has expressed a 
desire to amend at some future date certain sections of the Reserve Bank of 
India Act, but I do wish to impress upon him the importance of making 
those amendments svith the least possible delay. 

Sir, I am at the present moment racing against (ioie and I da not naat 
the Honourable the Finance Member to nourish the grievance that I have 
not left him time to give an adequate reply to the numerous points which 
have been raised in the course of the speech made this morning by my 
honourable and learned friend Mr. ifanu Subedar. I shall conclude wtli Just 
a few observations, 
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It is lime for us to remind llis ^^njcsly’« Government — ills also lime for 
His Majesty’s Government to remind themsclvcs-^ihat India’s economy cannot 
any longer be tied to the dioriot wheels of Britain’s economy, I hope that, Avhe- 
thcr in the matter of repayment of tlic sterling balances or in the matter of 
the other issues tlial arise out of the interim report, they will always bear in 
mind this, that India is determined to come into her own, politically and eco- 
nomically. I look upon this interim report as one more opportunity given to 
I'lis vvlajcsty s Government to do Justice to Itidia, ’iljc interim report glv’cs 
His Majesty’s Government a locus poenitcntiac. It is for His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to avail themselves of that opportunity. If they av.iil themselves of 
that opportunity, well and good. If the>- do not, we sliall go our own way. 
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1‘ELEGR.AM 


Sardar Patel 
AVardha 


Lucknow 
LO August 1946 


PAPERS REPORT FOOD DELEGATION TO COPENHAGEN INCLUDES RANGA 
ABDULGHANT^ CONGRESS PARTY REFUSED JOINING FIP^ DELEGATION 
UNDER SRIVASTAVA LEADERSHIP. PLEASE ISSUE NECESSARY IN- 
STRUCTIONS. 

MonANL.\L SAKSENA^ 
SECRETARY 
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TELEGRAM 


Mohadal Sabena 
Care Congress 
Lucknow 

YOUR WTRE. ADVISE ALLOW RANGA -fVBDULGHANI TO GO UNDER 
CHANGED CONDITIONS. ISSUE NECESSARY INSTRUCTIONS. 

VALL.\BHBHAI 

.ra P of LudHana and veteran freedom fighter; refused to migrate 

to Palnstan; member of Parliament after independence men t m gr 

Government during IVorld ^Var II 

Member, L^lative Assembly, 1935-15; President, UPCG, 1938-39- Secretary 
of Congress party m Dominion ParUament, 1917.49 • \r- • , ^ 

don, 1948-50 ‘^“‘traeni, Union Munster for Rehabilita- 
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telegram 

16 August 1946 

Professor Ranga 
Naidubrolu 
Guntur Dist 

PRESIDENT REFERRED ME YOUR WIRE. YOU ARE FREE GO COPENHAGEN. 

VALLABHBlIAl 
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19 March 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

* Government issued a Press -Note yesterday which gives the 
programme of the British Cabinet Delegation. Dr. KJian Saheb 
and Sjt. Bardoloi and the Punjab Premier are invited to meet 
them on 1 April. They will require instructions as to what at- 
titude they should take and I have written to Dr. Khan Saheb 
and Sjt. Bardoloi to put themselves in touch wtli you, but I do 
not toow what advice you will give them. The procedure adopt- 
ed by them_ as announced is different from what we anticipated. 
They have mvited about 50 people in the course of a fortnight, 
egmnmg om 1 April, This is a strange procedure but we 
must instruct our people to take some uniform attitude in this 
matter. Please let me know what you think about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
19A Ballygunge Circular Road 
Calcutta 


WITH impending CONVERSATIONS 

WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE BRITISH CABINET MISSION 

TO INDIA 

LcJ* f Ta conversations should be the indepen- 

- I Government to 

imoleme to proceed to discuss further steps to 

rit^K * ^ recognition does not necessarUy determine the form of 

be sTtufdT f 

ration nr W'” representatives of the t\vo parties. If such a decla- 

emment f cognition is not made to begin wth by the British Gov- 

even so it must be clearly understood that we can only talk on this 
oasis and on no other. ^ 
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2. Our talits are not a continuation of April 1942 nor are vf* going back 
la any <vay to the Cripps offer. 

3. We do not accept the propwition that for the present we have Dominion 
Status svith power to secede later. What our exact relationship may be 
later need not be settled now, but it must be clear that it is on the present b?M s 
of independence that sve coaxidcc future problems. 

4. IVhile w are prepared to enter into friendly talks about future relations, 
wc are not agreeable to any treaty or alliance which binds us to join a bloc 
or a nation for war or like purposes. Nor arc wc agreeable to India being 
made the base of war operations against any country. This matter must be 
left to be determined by the future government of free India. "Wc do not want 
to inherit old feuds or to entangle ourselves in the power politics or imperia- 
list adventures of the Great Powers. We arc prepared, however, to play our 
full part as a free and co-operating nation in the United Nations Organization. 

5. It has also to be made perfectly clear that the Constituent Assembly should 
be the final authority to determine the constitution. It must not be a consul- 
tative or advisory body. What it finally decides may or may not be passed 
by the British Parliament (that is Britain’s affair) but for us it should be the 
final decision. In effect the British Government should pass some kind of an 
Act of Abdication. 

6. In present circumstances wc cannot afford to delay matters by asking for 
a new electoral roll for the Constituent Assembly. We have to accept the 
ncwlyclectcd Provincial Assemblies as electoral colleges for the purpose. 
They can elect delegates by proportional representation. The number can be 
settled later but it is preferable to have a fairly Urge number. 

7. The procedure etc. in regard to the C. A. should he detennined by re- 
presentatives of the Provincial Governments. If any Provincial Government 
refuses to participate, it can be bypassed and left out for the present. So also 
if any Provincial Assembly refuses to elect delates, there should be no com- 
pulsion. 

8. It should be made clear that the question of Pakistan (whatever pre- 
cisely it might signify) will not be decided by a mere majority of votes in the 

A. Questions of this kind will have to be settled cither by the consent of 
parties or ultimately by plebiscite of all the inhabitants of an area on a precise 
and defined issue. The C. A. will, however, prepare a single constitution for 
India, with two lists of Central subjects, one minimum and compulsory, and 
the other optional. 

9. The qu«tions of defence and allied questions (foreign affairs, communj- 
Cilions as well as currency) are obviously central and common subjects which 
cannot be given up. Even if some kind of separation is envisaged some com- 
mon arrangements for these will be necessary. 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 

10. There may be a demand or suggestion for nc^^• demarcation of provincial 
boundanes^ resulting in division of the Punjab and Bengal, so that parts of 
these pro\-mces should be predominantly Muslim. AVe should agree to any 
demarcation which creates cultural and linguistic areas which satisfy the majo- 
rity of the people concerned. 

11. regard to the States we should follow more or less the same polic>', 
mutatis mutandis, as in regard to the provinces. That is, it should be open to 
the States to join the C.A. or not. There should be no compulsion. Provided 
of course that the States are represented predominantly by elected represen- 
tauves (we may aUow, in vi«v of the special circumstances, the Ruler to have 
a representative or so), and proi-ided also that the States agree to have the 
^e or similar democratic forms of government and administrath-e and 
judK^ eSciencj- as the prm-inces. It should be a privilege to be admitted to 

the GA. a pmnlege ivhich i^ill not be extended to States which fall below 
the standard. 

12. niere ivill 1^ ^me difficult>- in arranging for the representation of the 

as man> of them have no proper democratic machincr>-. Aho most of 
are too s^U. But these matte:, can be considered more fuUv later. A 
^analj-sis of Smtes, their elective assembUes where such exist,'and other 
facts concemmg them, is being prepared. 

^ 20) can become units 

of tne F^eration. Hie others have either to be absorbed in pros-inces or can 
form a large enough group to form a unit. 

14. Our claim must be that the neiv Central Government of India inherits 
Ae power and authority of the present Government of India or the Croisu 
Repres^tative m ^d to the States. Howei-er, we need not settle this 

^tt^ finally at this stage, if some States object. AVe can allow matters to 
drift for a 'while, and allo-w the HA r* * . 

VI .1 c ^ functioning when it isill in- 

_e-.ntably draiv the Stat^. n^e neiv Government of India.dll of course be a 

jomt a^ of all ^nsutuent units-proi-inces and States. If any States are 
left out to b^ i«th, we shaU have to deal with them later. 

r^^A independence of the States though we 

^or can ive accept the stationing of foreign troops there. 

d!fen!!“ League may suggest Dominion Status, irith 

def^^ m B.atish I^nds, for their PaHstani areas. This mirfit considered 
an mducement to the British Government. Such a dei-elopm^it is uSr 
aavantageo^as to us and is bound to vreahen the League posMot 
These are brief notes 

uoies ver> Hurriedly imtten. The main points are: 

(1) Discussion on the basis of independence. 

(2) CA to have final authoritj-. 
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(3) No compulsion of a province or a State to join CJi, but if any Mania 
to keep out in the beginning, it can be bypassed. 

(4) There should be no delay. Time is the essence of the matter 
and wc must not get entangled in long discussions about details. 

(5) The main principles having been accepted, Me go ahead with the 
C.A. and then represenUtis cs elected by the C.A. discuss m’th 
British representatives our future contacts, relations, etc, 

{6) No entanglements in war or joining of imperialist blocs against an- 
other group. 

(7) Co-operation in UNO. 

10. The formation of a provisional Central Gosemment is essential. Tlutal*o 
should proceed on the basis of Provincial Cos’emmcnti as far as possible, ’nsis 
Government in practice act freely as a Cabinet with no obstruction from the 
Viceroy or any other outside authority. The India Oflice should not function, 
IS March lOK Jawalartst Nehru 


25-4 

Ofilce of Cabinet Dclrjjation 
Tlic \'iccrDy'B House 
Ness' Hfllii 
11 April 1916 

Dear Mr. Patel, 

Lord Petb iek -La svTf nee and members of the nrltish Ctbincl 
Delegation ss-ould stry much like an opportunity of meeting mem- 
bers of the Congrc« Working Committee and tt sstJuJd thncForr 
give tbcm great pleasure if you vs-ould care to come to No. 2, 
Wllingdon Crescent, on Friday, 12 April, for drinks, etc,, from 
6 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. 

1 should lie grateful if you could kindly let me Inosv at this 
address, (or telephone 2061, Ettemion 42) svbelher j-ou are able 
to come. 

Voun tincrrely, 

C. n. Pkilrr 

rris*atc ^^rerrrary' fn Sir SfalTc«rtf Cripps 


Sartlar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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The ’^^ceroy’s House 
Nev,' Delhi 
15 April 1946 

Dear Sardar Sahib. 

_ ■piere axe one or t^vo matters not connected -srith the con- 
stitudonal discussions vrhich H.E. would be grateful to have an 
opportunity of discussing vrith you at a convenient time. He 
2SXS whether you could come and see him at 2-30 p.m. tomorroiv 
the 16tin If this is not com’enient, perhaps vou vmuld let me 
know and I will suggest another time. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. E. B. AbeU 

[Private Secretary to the Viceroy] 

Saidar VaUabhbhai Patel 
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Camp Birla House 
Albuquerque Road 
Xe*,v Delhi 


Dear Mr. .\bel]. 


15 April 1946 


at the \icerors House at 2.30 p.m. tomorrow. 


will be glad to be 
the 16tlL 


G.E,B. Abell, Esq* 


Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 
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Office of the Cabinet Delegation 
The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
15 May 1946 

My dear Sardar Patel, 

If it is convenient to you I would like our Committee of 
Three to meet here at 5 p.m. tonight to go through the docu- 
ments for publication. 

There is one possible gap in our records and that is any 
correspondence that passed between Mr. Jinnah and Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, If there sverc any letters exchanged during the 
period they ^vere negotiating on the question of arbitration, these 
should obviously be included, and perhaps you could therefore 
bring copies wth you so that tve can complete all the documents. 

Yours sincerely, 
Stafford Cripps 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Office of the Cabinet Delegation 
The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
18 May 1946 

Dear Sardar Patel, 

It ^vas agreed at the last meeting between Nawabzada Liaquat 
All Khan and Sir Stafford Cripps, after you had said that you 
did not mind when the correspondence about the Simla confer- 
ence ivas published, that the agreed documents would be released 
for publication this afternoon, Saturday 18 May, at 4 p.m. 

I enclose a copy in advance for your information. 

Your very truly, 
G. B. Blaker 
Private Secretary 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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,, 27 July 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

comJlet^^^c'l°^ There has been 

telegraph strikT^ Tk w ‘^^^“^^eations o^ving to the post and 
at mrdhTt A Committee is meeting on 8 August 

SrUeratnl" T- there, unless we are caM 

tahc to YOU w; '' things to 

much, Mav T ®^sct to meet early, I do not -^vant to -write 

programme and should think out a pro-visional 

foW ^ that we may have to 

.he " 

xlope you are doing well. 


Slm G. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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60 BazuluUah Road 
Thyagarayanagar 
Madras 


My dear VaUabhbhai, ^ 

I ^ «-d by hand, 

spite of postal dislocations I ^ ^°t my letter in 

somehow getting on with thi. n • "’"tten about the need for 
ing up onlny l-ound ^ '^-^thout break- 

letter— almost about the fam^ °ccasion for it. Since I got your 
'var has come! I feared th?« i . J^^nah’s declaration of ciwl 
into confusion and a moral brt^l^/t throiy the British [Government] 
moral breakdowm might result. So I thought 
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a sign of courage on our part and readiness to face situations 
tvould be useful. That was the only reason I issued a brief state- 
ment, tliough at Rrst I [thought I] might keep silent until we met. 
Now that Jinnah and the League are certain to create trouble 
it has become our unavoidable and bounden duty to accept the 
challenge. We cannot refuse any offer about the Interim Govern- 
ment now, without opening ourselves to the charge that we funk 
accepting responsibility under difficult conditions. We should 
take up government and carry on anyhow. It is more important 
now than even the Constituent Assembly. That too we must 
tackle. I shall be in ^Vardha on the 8th morning. 

Yours affectionately, 
C. Rajagopalachari 

Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel 
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Madras, 
29 July 1946 

My dear Valla bhbhai, 

The violence of Mr, Jinnah’s chagrin is the measure of wisdom 
of our decision at a critical moment. It is all due to your firm 
and thoughtful stand. I have been considering how best to 
conserve this victory. If we commit a mistake we may easily lose 
all this advantage. 

fVhat we have to secure is not any spectacular victory, but 
something to make the franchise regulations of the provincial con- 
stitutions in B & G groups subject to ratification of the province 
or of the whole Constituent Assembly. The section’s decision on 
these fundamental points should not be binding on the provincial 
units unless it is agreed to by the latter or confirmed by a deci- 
sion of the whole Constituent Assembly by a majority vote. This 
will prevent any mischief by way of reducing the province to in- 
capacity to combat the group decision ultimately by gerrymander- 
ing the franchise. This can, I believ'c, be secured as a condition 
precedent to sections B & C being participated in initially by the 
NWFP and Assam. 

I wonder if the League will stay out altogether. If they do 
that, we must be in the Central Interim Government in order to 
give any form of reality and substance to the Constituent Assembly. 
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If they come into the Constituent Assembly we must keep them 
somehow until the task progresses substantially. 

I hope to meet you in good health. My teeth are causing 
some trouble. 

Yours affectionately, 
G. Rajagopalachari 
PS. 

I note Kashmir has got on smoothly. 
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Pilani 
Jaipur State 
4 August 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

V. 1 ^nd have somewhat improved in 

Health. There is no active complaint now but I do not like 
to m a setback which a visit to Sevagram, where it must be 
rainmg more or less constantly, is likely to cause, I am therefore 
not commg, although I should have very much liked to know 
the developments that are taking place. I hope you wiU please 
e me ^ ow whatever is worth knowing and can be trusted to 
e^ post in these times. Unless I am called away by some urgent 

usm^s, propose to stay here till the rains are oven that is, 
nearabout the Dussehra. 

, have read your speech at the Tilak anniversary and I am 
ga you ave spoken so convincingly. I have been wondering 
tra n^vspaper has not published in parallel columns ex- 

the resolution of the 

resohitlnr, 1 the Congress WorMng Committee 

wl^if 'he statement of May 16. This 

Council hpate aU the cloud which Mr. Jinnah and his 

menL Tf Xc ^ about oxir not accepting that State- 

Council flirl accepted it, neither Mr. Jinnah nor his 

SrsenWnX’ ^ have done nothing else, 

part are so si language used as also the effective 

in the way ihey W bein doTne 

speech biX T Xm i “Oing. You have done that m your 

paraUd columos ttf “ 

The, ohjec. .o .he 



THE CABINET hnSSIOM 


251 


of the fact that the statement has in most emphatic and cate- 
gorical terms rejected Pakistan, they see the foundations for it 
and propose to build upon it. We object to the statement relat- 
ing to grouping and say that the statement itself leaves the provinces 
free to join or not to join not only a group after the constitution 
has been framed but also not to join a section at the initial stage 
also and propose to work on the basis of our interpretation to 
achieve our objective which is the independence of India. How- 
ever, I need not labour the point any more. 

The League decision has created a situation about which 
we have to take our decisions as also have the British Government. 
If there be anything that I should know you will please sec that 
it reaches me. 

I hope you are well. 

With love. 

Yours, 

Rajendra Prasad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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If they come into the Constituent Assembly we must keep them 
somehow until the task progresses substantially, 

I hope to meet you in good health. My teeth are causing 
some trouble. 

Yours affectionately, 
C, Rajagopalachari 
PS. 

I note Kashmir has got on smoothly. 
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Pflani 
Jaipur State 
4 August 1946 

My dear VaUabhbhai, 

here on 24 July and have somewhat improved in 
ealth. There is no active complaint now but I do not like 
to risk a setback which a visit to Sevagram, where it must be 
rammg more or less constantly, is likely to cause. I am therefore 
imt coming, although I should have very much liked to know 
the developments that are taking place. I hope you wiU please 
let me know ^vhatever is worth knowing and can be trusted to 
me^ post in these times. Unless I am called away by some urgent 
usm^s, I propose to stay here till the rains are over, that is, 
nearabout tbe Dussehra. 

I have read your speech at the Tilak anniversary and I am 
g a you have spoken so convincingly. I have been \vondering 
w y S(^e newspaper has not published in parallel columns ex- 
fracts orn the speeches of Mr. Jinnah and the resolution of the 
oun ■ o the League and the Congress Working Committee 
resolution and letters relating to the statement of May 16. This 
wo at once dissipate all the cloud which Mr. Jinnah and his 
ounc ^ve sought to raise about our not accepting that state- 
-1 accepted it, neither Mr. Jinnah nor his 

unci ^ so, and if they did so, we have done nothing else, 
e sentiments and even the language used as also the effective 
part are so similar in both that one wonders how they can talk 
m e ^my they have been doing. You have done that in your 
speec , but I sdll think a reproduction of relevant extracts in 
^ columns ^vill be useful. Only there is one difference, 
ey o ject to the paragraphs dealing ivith Pakistan and in spite 
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of the fact that the statement has in most emphatic and cate« 
gorical terms rejected Pakistan, they see the foundations for it 
and propose to build upon it. Wt object to the statement relat* 
ing to grouping and say that the statement itself leaves the provinces 
free to join or not to join not only a group after the constitution 
has been framed but also not to join a section at the initial stage 
abo and propose to work on the basb of our Interpretation to 
achieve our objective whicJi is the independence of India. How- 
ever, I need not labour the point any more. 

The League decision has created a situation about which 
we have to take our decblons as also have the British Government. 
If there be anything that I should know you ivilJ please see that 
it reaches me. 

I hope you are well. 

With love, 

Yours, 

Rajendra Prasad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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INTKRI.NI OOVKRN.NIKNT— TWO PlIASKS 


2G3 

’ly 7’”' f;oNT;ur..ss v.-(ii!Ki.\f; crMsnvm: 
AT ns .41.1. ILSO [AT WardHA) ON’ 0 Al.'GU.ST 

Rwolvrd that .a l*.itJi.arnr,itnr>- v.h-rornmiiir<- r„fuhti,.t: nf M.tnhna 
Abul Kn am Awd, .S.ard.ir V.all.nbhhh.ai :„„l Dr. najttidr.-, IVa^.nd be 

• ppmnted to kerp ,r, doir, conM.inl toudi with th- Cor.r'rr,! p.irtir, in all 

Icsnlnturc*. to advitc them in .at! nctivitir, and to t.akc nec.te.ao- action in 
case or cmcrgciicy, ^ 


2CA 




New Delhi 

n T 1 20 August 194G 

Dear Lord NVavclI, ^ 

riven ^ Am .siiggc.sting the name,s 

•Cd of Interim Government. NVe 

both hee7 to have fifteen memljcrs of this Government, 

this will en^n consider this number suitable and bccau.se 
the iS I tn ' t"' ^nglo-Indian representative. If 

will be no mo" .otn’tccn names only, then I am afraid there 
not decided v<^ present for an Anglo-Indian. NVe have 

hone to cunn^n ^ name for the list. I 

consent of alf il"*^ might add that we have secured the 

Air whom wl hT condoned in the list except one, Mr. Asaf 
Kashmir and is ’*^00 able to contact. He has been in 

up somewhere o " back. Apparently he has been held 

to be in touch rth^himroom 

In addition Provisional Government myself, 

addition to my name, therefore, there ^vill be the following: 

1. Sardar yallabhbhai Patel 

2. Dr, Rajendra Prasad 
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3. Mr. M. Asaf Ali 

4. Mr. C. Rajagopalachari 

5. Mr. Fazltil Huq 

6. Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
7* Dr. John Matthai 

8. Sardar Baldev Singh 

9. Sir Shafhat Ahmad Khan 

10. Mr, Jagjivan Ram (President, All India Depressed Class 
League) 

11. Syed Ali Zaheer (President, All India Shia Conference) 

12. Mr. Cooverji Hormusji Bhabha 

13. A Muslim name to be supplied later 

14. Mr. Frank Anthony (President, Anglo'indian Association) 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

His Excellency Field Marshal Viscount ^Vavell 
The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
22 August 1946 


Dear Lord Wavell, 

I have consulted my colleagues about the date of announce- 
ment. \Ve feel that any delay ^vill be inadvisable. As it is, all 
manner of rumours are spreading and newpapers are even publish- 
ing lists of names of the Interim Government- This kind of thing 
keeps up a certain excitement and is more likely to lead to 
trouble than a formal announcement which brings definiteness. Wc 
would, therefore, prefer as early an announcement of the Interim 
Government as possible and we wuld like to impress upon you the 
advisability of doing so. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jasvaharlal Nehru 

His Excellency Field Marshal Viscount ^Vavell 
New Dellii 
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Valmiki Man dir 
Reading Road 
New Delhi 
28 August 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I ^VTite this as a friend and after deep thought. 

Several times last evening you repeated tliat you were a 
plain man and a soldier” and tliat you did not know tlic law. 
V\e are all plain men though we may not all be soldiers and 
even though some of us may know the law. It is our purpose, I 
ta It, to devise methods to prevent a repetition of the recent 
ternble happenings in Calcutta. The question before us is how 
best to do It. 


. language last evening was minatory. As representative 

of the I^ng you cannot afford to be a militar>' man only, nor to 

of" o'vn making. You 

should be assisted, if necessary, by a legal mind enjoying your full 
confidence. You threatened not to convene the Constituent 
Assembly if the formula you placed before Pandit Nehru and me 
was not acted upon by the Congress. If such be really the case, 
toen you should not have made the announcement you did on 12 
August. But ha%ang made it yon should recall the action and 
torm another ministry enjoying your full confidence. If British 
^ms are 'ept here for internal peace and order your Interim 
• Government would be reduced to a farce. The Congress cannot 
a or o unpose its -will on ivarring elements in India through 
e me o ritish arms. Nor can the Congress be expected to 
what it considers a ivrong course because 
of lie brutal ei^bition recendy witnessed in Bengal. Such sub- 

encouragement and repetition of 
uc wndictive spirit on either side is'ould go 

^ opportunity to exhibit itself more fiercely 

and more d^gracefuUy when occasion occurs. And aU this will 
e c e y due to the continued presence in India of a foreign 
power strong m and proud of its arms. 

I say this neither as a Hindu nor as a MusHm. I ivrite only 
an n an. Insofar as I am aware, the Congress claims to 
254 
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know bo* the Hindu end MusUm mind more than you or any 
Britisher ean do. Unless, therefore, you can whoUy trust the 
Congress Government which you have announced, you should 
reconsider your decision, as 1 have already suggested. 

You will please convey the whole X)f this letter to the Bntis 
Cabinet. T om 


Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi 


H, E. thcj^Viceroy 
Tlic Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
(True Copy) 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
28 August 1946 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

Thank you for your 
whole text to HMG in 


letter of today. I have telegraphed the 
accordance wth your wish. 

Yours sincerely, 
Wavell 


M. K. Gandhi Esq. 
(True Copy) 


suennsrno ronrvcuos^ron — s or mn raovts.o»n 


2 . 

3. 


4. 

5. 


External Affairs and Com- 
monwealth Affairs 
Defence (or War) 

Home, including Information 

and Broadcasting 

Finance 

Communication ^Var Trans- 
port and Raihvays) 


Jawaharlal Nehru 
Sardar Baldcv Singh 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Dr. John Matthai 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali 
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Valmild Mandir 
Reading Road 
New Delhi 
28 August 1946 

Dear Friend, 

^ ^^^te tills as a friend and after deep thought* 
ct times last evening you repeated tliat you were a 

plain man and a soldier” and that you did not know the law. 
^e are all plain men though we may not all be soldiers and 
even though some of us may know the laiv. It is our purpose, I 
take It, to de\nse metliods to prevent a repetition of tlie recent 
temble happenings in Calcutta. The question before us is how 
best to do it. 


c language last evening iv'as minatory. As representative 

of the I^g you cannot afford to be a miUtar>' man only, nor to 
i^ore t e aiv, much less the law of your oum making. You 
^ 2 assisted, if necessary, by a legal mind enjoying vour full 

M threatened not to convene the Constituent 

Assembly if the formula you placed before Pandit Nehru and me 
was not acted upon by the Congress. If such be reaUy the case, 
toen you Jiould not have made the announcement you did on 12 
August. But hainng made it yon should recaU the action and 
form another i^istry enjoying your full confidence. If British 
arms are 'ept ere for internal peace and order vour Interim 
Government would be reduced to a farce. The Congress cannot 
fford to impose Its ivill on waning elements in India through 
V.P. °Tr Nor can the Congress be expected to 

t- what it considers a wong course because 

recently ivitnessed in Bengal. Such sub- 
encouragement and repetition of 
j KM- ^ ^ ''iudictive^ spirit on either side would go 

aniF tJ ^ opportunity to exhibit itself more fiercely 

he rK'efl^ ri ivhen occasion occurs. And aU this ivill 

nrtwer ct/ Continued presence in India of a foreign 

power strong m and proud of its arms. 

as al neither as a Hindu nor as a Muslim. I ivrite only 

lan. ofar as I am aware, the Congress claims to 
254 
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know boUi the Hindu and Muslim mind more than you or any 
Britisher can do. Unless^ tJiexefore, you can wholly trust the 
Congress Government svhicli you liave announced, you should 
reconsider your dedsion, as I have already suggested. 

You will please convey tlie whole of this letter to the British 
Cabinet. 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi 

H. E. thc^ Viceroy 
The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
(True Copy) 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
28 August 1946 

Dear Air. Gandhi, 

Thank you for your letter of today. I have telegraphed the 
whole text to HMG in accordance with your wish. 

Yours sincerely, 
Wavell 

M. K. Gandlii Esq. 

(True Copy) 
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SUGGESTED PORTFOLIOS FOR MEMBERS OF THE PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT 


External Affairs and Coni' 
momveahh Affairs 
Defence (or War) 

Home, including Information 

and Broadcasting 

Finance 

Cojnmunicatioji (IVar Trans- 
port and Railways) 


Jawaharlal Nehru 
Sardar Baldev Singh 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Paid 
Dr. Jolm Matthai 

Mr. M. Asaf Ali 



256 


SAIU5AR Patel’s 

6. Agriculture and Food 

7. Labour 

8. Health I 

9. Education and Arts j 

10. Legislative 

11. Posts and Air 

12. Industries and Supplies 

13. Works, Mines and Power 

14. Commerce 
Note: 


CORRESPONDENCE 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
Mr. Jagjivan Ram 

Dr. Shafaat Ahmad Khan 

Syed Ali Zaheer 

Mr. C. Rajagopalachari 
Air. Sarat Chandra Bose 
Mr. C. H. Bhabha 


arrangement is to be considered provisional 
experience there may be a reshuffling of 
portfohos and a rearrangement of subjects under each portfolio. 
2. As at present there are only t%velve members available 
\ ^ ^ some portfolios have been tem- 

together. As soon as the hvo additional 
nr qiirV* appointed, these portfolios may be separated 

T arrangements made as are considered suitable. 

anH consult Mr. C. Rajagopalachari 

but f ^ Ahmad Khan about the allotment of portfolios 
be i^ormation goes, the suggestions made will 

R,iZ ? S ^ “Sg«>ion 'vi made that Mr. 

shiuS Finance and Dr. John Matthai 

Sa?e hi A "“.“'"'t The ch4e might be 

that We are informed, however, 

of Finanre IS very much averse to taking charge 

ISS stSd.”'" “ given in the 4 abofe 

Tohn I’^mbers, namely Messrs Rajagopalachari, 

John Mattha. Sardar Baldev Singh. Shafaat Ahmad Khan 

hSth of ote rlioii%r“' 1 °™”e “ “■ 

arrano-emprate u ^ week or so. Some temporary 

week or ten Ha made for these portfolios for this 

week or ten days, as the case may be. 

New Delhi 

1 September 1946 


Jawaharlal Nehru 
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Valmiki Mandir 
Reading Road 
New Delhi 
12 June 1946 


Dear Friend, , „ 

From you. ulmort straightaway, I 
Committee which, owing to his S 

Sahib-s quarters, I gave them the gttt of our 

:Lt^TuhrL\:&°hWri| iu^«^ 

that the list should represent a coahuon sugeested too 

persons of proved ability and enforcement of 

that in the place of parity in all major 

the long-term provision in your J . to decide them, 

communal issues there should be aerecment between 

I suggested also that in Jhe ev^t o^ 

the parties in spite of all effort, y accent either the one or 

ttre Lpecbve lists of the »» patues aud^accept 

the other (not an amalgam) taken you 

Interim GoUment but that ^ 

should closet yourselves unUl J geemed to endorse my 

the Working Committee tha y 

suggestions. ^ j ^^s a point of 

I told them further that ^.^^Idbeno joint consultations 

honour with Congressmen th _„nciated with the talks. You 

in which Maulana Sahib -d-i-Azam Jinnah and I replied 

said it was a sore point j* J, Ac Congress 

that the soreness was wholly faithful servant of twenty-five 

could not be expected and devotion to the national 

years’ standing whose seU ^ youj great 

cause had never been m delicate matters would show 

experience and abiiny 
you tlie way out of tlie dimcu ty. 


S.C..ni-l7 
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the Committee that I dre.v yom- attention to 

^oSSThut r Constituent Assembly and 

India or one h ^ declaration by the European residents of 

mation Po^-^ble the for- 

the auction i AsiCmbly. I gathered from you that 

should be satisfactoS^le?^^^ 

^ *0 maner of the joint 
Stkine Go^S i I « to you and the 

our talks. If I b»\-^ • ° record ivhat I had reported about 

correct me? ^ m am nm misimderstood you, ivill you please 

read%^ Tut T? T Committee had its draft letter 

pending the final * '•u§S^tion it postponed consideration of it 
IlieT5f?ie£^TS ,5'’°“‘ adumbrated in this letter. 

yesterTv on^anT anT t^Tp 
as * of 4e •coo.eo.plated S 

svhld. "■“ bear 'u.c M. to 

Yours sincere!}', 

a E. the \riccroy ^ 

Ise\\* Delhi 
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18, Hardinge Avenue 
Neis- Delhi 

My dear VaUabhbhai, ^2 July 1946 

I am sending you a sheaf of papers 

Prc^cis;^'^ Jitters which I have addressed to the Congress 
of from Viceroy aod mv aor-.vcr: 

s ^..0 ixa,; 

AH 1, cn ICopmath] Bardoloi. 

you kr:d"hcT?aieTTT= to approach 

&om the Ome;i S- ° tn?- of assurances hf-.-ants 

partly been given by you and me, and 
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for tlic rest I do not tiu’nk, especially at the present moment, 
that it ^viIl be desirable for us to make any public statements. 
However, it is for you to judge. I have met Pratap Singh 
[Kairon*] also and heard Im tale of woe. He showed me the 
telegram you have sent him. About Gill, I am afraid that he is 
totally inexperienced in political matters and he is thinking only 
of Panthic unity. He is very able and he created a good im- 
pression upon me, but he has a reputation for unreliability. 

I saw the Viceroy today and we talked about a variety of 
subjects. About Sikhs, he was perfectly prepared to give them 
another chance of election, but somebody must approach him and 
ask him for it. I asked him as to who was to approach him. He 
wasn’t quite clear as he said there were so many groups among 
the Sikhs. Anyway, he is quite willing to fix another election 
up and I believe he has written to the Governor about it, 1 am 
likely to see some people in Lahore an my way to Kashmir. I 
shall mention Uiis fact to them. You can also take such steps as 
you consider proper. 

I spoke to the Viceroy about Sind also. He agreed that 
many mistakes have been made, but he cast the blame more on 
the Speaker than on [Sir Francis] Mudie. However, he said 
that he would try to have an early session of the Sind Assembly 
arranged. His only difficulty was, he said, the month of Ramzan. 

1 had a telegram from Jairamdas today asking what they 
should do. He said that a majority of the members of the 
Assembly were prepared to declare themselves in writing against 
grouping. I have suggested to him that these members should so 
declare themselves and ask for an early session of the Assembly 
for this purpose as well as for a no-confidence motion against the 
Provincial Government. 

You will see what I have written to the Congress Premiers. 

I need not add anytliing to it. 

The Viceroy’s letter and my reply to it will speak for them- 
selves. I think tve should have an early meeting of the Work- 
ing Committee to consider all these vital problems before us. I 

I Was actively associated with Ghaddar Party working for India’s liberation 
Iroci foreign rale; joined Congrets, 1930; sentenced to five yeaw’ imprisounjent in 
1932 Civil Disobedience movement; elected MLA, Punjab, 1936; re-elected, 1946, 
led Kisan agitation, 1938; elected to CA, 1946; Minister in Ehargava Cabinet, 
1947-49; General Secretary, Fonjab PcC, 1939-46, elected President, PPCC, 1930- 
52; member. Congress Working Committee, 1946-53; Development Minister, Saebar 
Cabinet, April 1952— January 1956; Chief Munster of Punjab, 1936-61, assassinated 
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are appearing in the Press and recently discussions have taken place in some 
Provincial Assemblies. I have no doubt that you have had to face this 
problem from day to day and have given it serious thought. I have been 
unhappy over the lack of action thus far. Yet I realised the many 
diiSculties in the and the undesirability of doing something which might 
distract us for the moment from other vital problems. 

During the last year I had occasion to discuss this problem several times 
with^the Viceroy. This was always at his instance. We expressed our 
opposing viewpoints to each other. My own viewpoint sins that it svas not 
our desire to punish as such any individual even though such punishment 
might have been richly deserved. Nor was it my desire to have roving 
inquiries into past events; but I told him that I had no doubt in my own 
mind from the facts placed before me that there have been numerous cases 
of inhuman conduct and extreme corruption on the part of many members of 
the services. Also it was undoubted that there was strong popular feeling on 
the subject. Because of this it was inevitable that our popular Assemblies should 
reflect this feeling and our Governments be influenced by it. Qjiitc apart 
irom the question of punishment, it was impossible for us to co-operate in 
governmental or other work with persons who had been guilty of what 
v/c considered inhuman conduct or corruption. \Vc did not desire to 
discredit any service as a whole or to break up the morale of a service. 
Nevertheless, even in the interest of morale both of the services and the 
public, it was necessary that people against whom there was such evidence 
and so much popular ill-will should be removed from service. This was the 
general attitude I took up- 
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a psrsoa against whom there is a great deal of popular ill-wHI should not 
con mue m service. If this method is adopted, it should lead to the puri- 
facatioa of the services as well as to soothing public sentiment which has 
been nghtly excited over such matters. 

I need not go into any greater detail as you will, no doubt, know best 
how to proceed. I think that there should be no delay about this. 

is ^ of corruption, it 

wav^ c ^ I in no 

ZLL?r ^.l^ztation of your discretion in such matters. IVhat I have 

wWch h V relatively easy way of dealing with a matter 

which has long troubled us all. 


Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

Sent to aU Congress Premiers 
Info. M. Azad and S. Patel 


enclosure II 






New Delhi 

_ ^ . 22 July 1946 

Dear Fnend, 

pcrsoL” eS 1° Assembly, it seems to me desirable that 

tion b-fore the A T,f credentials srfth them for presenta- 

T appointed by the Consti- 

issued by’the Sp2?r oT!^% — of delegation 

of form. Provmcial Assembly. This is not a mere matter 

dent sovereign ^ ^ possible as an indepen- 

India apparatus the better?°The b Government of 

members of the Go ' a letters of delegation by the 

Chairman wouM a^d m t^r f P^P^ P— 

the independence of the emphasise 

is done we can tteat a summons to the members. If this 

to our letters of d-le^tinn ot^bty, attaching far more importance 

Assembly. <l-legat.on from the Speaker of OUT o%vn Legislative 

I Would request you to nw 

Legislative Assembly. Such lettws of d 1 soSSesuon to the Speaker of your 

delegation should be issued not only to 
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the members of the Provincial Assembly who have been elected but also 
to non-members who have been elected. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharla! Nehru 

Sent to all Cemsress Premiers 
Info. M. Arad and S, Patel 


ENCLOSURE III 


The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
22 July 1916 

Dear Pandit Nehru, 

1 declared my intention of replacing the present caretaker Govemment of 
oBQcIals by an Interim coalition government as soon as possible; and am 
now putting to you as President of the Congress and to the President of the 
hluslim League the proposals set out below. 

2. I think you vrill probably agree with me that our negotiations both this 
summer and last year were hampered by the attendant publicity, I am there- 
fore seeking your co-operation in conducting at any rate the preliminary 
stages of the negotiations on a strictly personal and secret basis between 
myself and the two Presidents fof the Congress and the Muslim Leaguc.J I 
very much hope that you will prevent this correspondence being known to or 
discussed in the Press until we have seen whether we can find some basis of 
agreement. I realise of Course that you will have at some stage to secure 
the approval of your \Vorking Committee; but I believe it will be best to 
try and reach some basis of agreement between ourselves as a first step, I 
propose the following for your consideration: 

(a) the Interim Government will consist of 14 members; 

(b) she members (to include one Scheduled Caste representative) ivill 
be nominated by the Congress. 

Five members will be nominated by the Muslim League. 

Three representatives of mmorities will be nominated by the Viceroy. 
One of these places will be kept for a Sikh. It will not be open to either the 
Congrms or the hfusiim League to obfect fer tie names submitted by tie otier 
party, provided they arc accepted by the \ficeroy. 

(c) Distribution of portfolios will be deaded after the parties hast 

agreed to eoter the Government and have submitted their names. The 

Congress and the Muslim League will each have an equitable share of 

the most important portfolios. 
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(d) the assurances about the status of the Interim Government which 
I gave in my letter dated 30 May to Maulana Azad will stand. 

3. ^ I would welcome a convention, if freely ofiered by the Congress, that 
major communal issues can only be decided by the assent of both the major 
parties, but I have never thought that it was essential to make this a formal 
condition since m fact a coalition government could work on no other basis. 

4. ^ I sincerely trust that your party will agree to co-operate in the adminis- 
raPon of India on the above basis, wWle the work of constitution-making pro- 
ceeds. I am confident that this ivill be of the greatest possible benefit to 
Inia I suggest that we should not spend further time in negotiation. 

U s ou try out at once a government on the basis proposed above. If it 
does not work, and you find the conditions unsatisfactory, it will be open to 
you to withdraw, but I am confident that you will not. 

the 

simiL te!^ enter the Interim Government on this basis? I have -written in 
milar terms to Mr. Jmnah and enclose a copy of my letter to him. 

Yours sincerely, 
Wavell 

Pandit Ja^vaharlal Nehru 


ENC2LOSURE IV 

18 Hardinge Avenue 
New Delhi 

^ ^ ^ 23 July 1946 

Dear Lord WaveU, 

gave Le^KtJTy. ““ideration to your letter of 22 July which you 

does not do any sood publicity in the Press or othenvise 

f.r « I “”■'=> “■ 

of it. But it is not noss'ihle f ^ knowledge 

by myself in such matters ivithouri f ^ President, to fimetion 

I shall have to consult my collea-ues. ^ colleagues. Inevitably 

changed in manv wav^ ^ necessary because the situation itself has 

pened ivfaich has to be takra^into matters and much has hap- 

mil remember om teuS^ “^>deratioa in arriving at a decision. You 

sible to pick up aSL L ,d T P°- 

made. Since then ^ reer^^f ^ 

All India Congress Committee has been 
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held and the whole subject reviewed. A ne%v Working Committee (though it 
has many of the old members in it) has been formed- 

Apart from this, our experience of the previous talks has demonstrated 
that there is little hope of a successful issue along the old line of approach. 
And even if there was some temporary arrangement, this could not last or 
be capable of dealing with the urgent problems of the day. The all-India 
strikes that are taking place arc evidence of the tension in the country and 
the accumulation of many problems whose solution has been postponed for 
so long. Only a strong government with clear objectives can deal with this 
situation, effectively. Such a govemment cannot be formed in the manner 
suggested. 

You have referred to the letter you wTote to Maulana Azad on 30 May 
regarding the status of the Interim Government, The assurances you gave 
then were very far from satisfying us, but in our urgent desire to find a 
way out, we did not raise any further objections on this score. You will re- 
member that we have all along attached the greatest unportaacc to what we 
have called the “independence in action” of the provisional government. 
This meant that the Government should have perfect freedom and that the 
Governor-General should function as a constitutional head only- Anything 
else vtould be more or less a copy of the Executive Council with, of course, 
some obvious differences. 

It is on the basis of this “independence in action,” and on this basis only 
that a satisfactory approach to the problem can be made. Once this is ac- 
knowledged and admitted you will find, I think, that other relatively minor 
issues do not offer much difficulty. That acknowledgement would affect even 
the formation of the Govemment. It would not be proper then for the 
Governor-General to select represcata fives at the minorities, as you have sug- 
gested in your letter. 

This question of the status and powers of the provisional Interim Gov- 
ernment has, therefore, to be decided first in unambiguous language. That 
status does not mean some kind of vague infcnjational status hut internally 
— ^the functioning at home as an independent Goverament though ivith cer- 
tain inevitable drawbacks due to the eiistmg circumstances. 

I am not writing to you about the other matters mentioned in your 
letter as those can only be considered after the status and powers have been 
finally and satisfactorily decided. But 1 shall have much to say about other 
matters also at a later stage. 

In view of what I have written above, I am wholly unable to co-operate 
in the formation of a govemment as suggested by you. So far as I know the 
mind of the Congress, they would want the political independence issue settled 
before they can enter any CoveTBBient. 
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Dassii^ T to ^hmir tomorrov/ morning. On the 29th I shall be 

quent’dat^?" I Allahabad. On 8 August and subse- 

wSh? Committee at 


^ E^Uency Field Marshal Viscount ^Vavell 
ifie VicGTofs House 
Ne-.^ Delhi 


Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal [Nehru] 


enclosure V 


^ ^ 20 July 1946 

My dear Pandigi, 

led to ^ 'fT ™ circumstances wHch 

Since C I W : -formation and I still thinh it best to send it. 

tion vibich has caused IT^ and am deeply grieved at the situa- 

leave that ffl] ^ve m^t ' inconvenience. But I have to 

not v-aried one I' ^ all I can say is that I have 

ever>' hope of suSs.^^is T ^ ^ 

the rPanthi'-l h.^ 1 .r<^’ f i— '’o *oat you a telegram as a result of 

throuah Giianin" ^ y^terday and in continuation for^vnrd this letter 

better) to ‘■°'^ statement or letter (the stronger the 

alon^i th- *= Gongre^ v.-hich should enable me to bring aS Sikhs 

«tremLns camiot di^ J ^ ^ Sikh 

the extrcimst section. ^ suggested draft has been agreed to by even 

even to the extent of ^ ^ pledge my full support, 

Sikhs. But I am fai-lv "r/«-t • i.' Board and joining the Consress 

i-ought to the Congres's platfol ?^n ^ 

want me, that goes v,nthr,„f • ^ oan come to you any time you 

the back of the s-nti-Con-^cs^'T^’ ^ 

asiang continual 'unport. =nts, a.nd it is for this that I have been 

^ttnong the SiLh .mas;es. and h^l ‘w 

%vith the Atalis and achicv*- my ob’ * ^ I have to be a little soft 

think \sill hi aga^°^-^. cannot be agreed to (ivhich I 

. in.crests^ there trill be a split. I shall leave the 
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board and support the Congress, But I feel the A&aiis will have the better 
of the Congress Sikhs (with whom I am not really impressed) and I do not 
wrant that to happen. It is not due to their personalities but to the Con- 
gress prestige that the Congress won 10 Sikh seats. The Congress is certainly 
the favourite amongst the educated classes, and [in the] towns, but among 
the masses the Akalis still hold sway and it is the masses I want. 

So please do be good enough to agree to this and then we can get 
on. The alternative is not good. 

I have to approach you and keep touch direct because lately I have not 
been impressed by the local Congress leaders and I fear that they may 
not always give you the correct picture, or rather paint a rosy picture when 
it is not so rosy. 

Gilaai Sahib and myself entirely agree in these matters and he will ex- 
plain anything not explained here. I would have come myself but have full 
engagements for the next few days, so forgive me. 

How I wish I could bare to you my real heart. Anyhow I pray that 
you understand me. 

With faith in God and the victory of the cause and among the Sikhs, 

Vours affectionately, 
Niranjan Singh Gill 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 


You will remember that I pressed for a resolution or something of a 
definite nature at Bombay. Please do not consider it bargaining but kindly 
give this little to me now. 

Anything further to clarify we can talk at your convenience and I will 
await your message before the next step. 

(1) The Congress considers that injustice has been done to Sikhs in the 
long-term proposals and that the Sikhs arc entitled to the same safeguards 
in Section B, Constituent Assembly, as have been accorded to the two other 
Communities in the all-India sphere. 

• (2) The Congress is of the I'iew, and agrees, that this injustice is a major 
issue and will give its full support to the Stkhs for the removal of thU injustice. 

(3) The Sikhs consider that this injustice should be removed before Section 
B begins to function and the Congress concurs with this view. 

(4) The Congress will either obtain redress of this injustice or give the SiUis, 
including Congress Sikhs, full liberty of action in their fight for the remo- 
val of this injustice, giving them the most feasible support the Congress 
deems fit. 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


iMunslu met me before he went to Delhi and has met after ius 
return also, I have seen all the preliminary' work that has been done 
and we arc covering some more ground now for the nc.xt meeting. 
I am waitmg to hear from you all about Kashmir. 

I learn from the Press tliat Maulana A 7 .ad is going' to Dehra 
Dun for a month, and he may be m Delhi on tlic 28th on his wav 
there. Does it mc^n that he won’t be able to come to attend the 
meeting of the Working Committee at “Wardha on 8 August? 

I have much to talk to you about the strike fever in tiie 
country. t seems our people in tlicse organisations arc being 
dragged and, instead of giving a lead, tlicy arc being pushed 
into indefensible positions. Tlie conflict or non-co-opLtion 
betiseen the Centre and the provinces has become a fruitful field 

fomendng strikes. Tlie 
easily avoided if the 
foresight. It has caused tremen- 
Hiconveniencc to the public. I do not 

Stice iLmelrr ^h-'^^tens strike v.dth 48 hours’ 

iS as?ed Sr 17; A- T"" T ^fter hav- 

enable to ondertbtnk dte tta&n 

this Sa J' contributed much to the bungling in 
Wdthordf L S saying thft a^ he 

must use his influence'^t ^^P°^bility of government, he 

he has smtten a similar letter to voralsV^^hMah^ h 

this letter, caUed the strike let,'.! ^ .^nnah, hanng received 

give hto ’.heir de^ni “ 

led them to believe that Re • S i 

for them. t° get something more 

ences of Educa^n^a^d^T°H^ the 28th and is holding confer- 
in Poona on the 29th and 3^!“ ^^inl^tem of aU the prot-inces 

the postal ^tri^^'toere ^e^oSe^^ for present, as apart from 

created tension in the dh- S ■ factors svhich have 

t- \ ^ P^^g ^g^'t some 

^ ^ ^.aF. Vice -President, TVTTTP- • '> ^ 

joined BardoH stm»ele 1 Q 9 P- r* ,*£• Ra5btri5*a Alii] Alazdoor Sangh: 

-ML.A. Bondar, 1 ^ 9-52 -IS AICc'; 

1343-31; Deputy Labour Minister r President, Bombay INTUC, 

- imiiter. Government of India, 1952-62 
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rail! management for the dismissal of an officer of that milf. Abid 
All wants that man to be reinstated. The management has refused. 
I understand that he has no just cause for the fast, but he is 
guilt)' of very great indiscipline in selecting Congress House for 
hu fast against the wishes of the Congress Committee. Abid 
Ah is I'ery popular amongst some of the union workers, of which 
he is the president, notably the tram and bus servicemen. They 
are likely to organise demonstrations in sympathy and they are 
none too disciplined or non-violent, I tried to persuade him 
to leave Congress House but he is adamant. It is possible that 
if his fast prolongs, and ivhich is likely, there may be undesirable 
demonstrations and dislocation of business and traffic. 

You must have kno^vn that Col, Sehgal has returned to Delhi. 
He writes to me that there is no atmosphere for collecting money 
for the IHA but as Maj. Gen. [B.j Chattcrjeei wired to me to 
issue the appeai, I had to do so and you must have seen it in 
the Press. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
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New Delhi 
25 August 1946 

My dear Sardar Patel, 

I am writing to send you my hearty congratulations and good 
wishes on the successful issue of the Interim Government nego- 
tiations In ^vhich you have played such a decisive part. No 
team can consist only of star performers and while the new team 
is no exception yet, taken as a whole, it is a strong team. I am so 
glad that the Interim Gov’crnment has at last come about, and 
now I feel more hopeful of our country’s future than I dared to 
do during the past few months. 

I am going on leave as from 2 September and after picking 
up my wife and the family in Simla sve hope to leave Simla for 
Kashmir tmvards the third week in September. I am taking four 
months’ leave, but I have expressed my willingness to cut short 
my leave, should my services be required earlier. 

I must thank you again for all the help you gave me in 
Bombay and your and Mbs Patel’s kindly hospitality. 

1 Member of Inian Naooni) Army; MiUtary Secretary to Covemor-Ceneral 
G. Rajagopalacbari and later to Preudent Rajeodra Pratad 
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b^twcpn relatitiij to Sikli interests, settlement wifi be by agreement 

bv arh'f r communities; and in disc of no agreement, tiicn 

by arbumt,on, whose decision will be binding on all concerned. 

Board" Wu' Congress agreeing to the above, the Pratinidhi Panthic 


(a) join the Constituent Assembly; and 

(b) stand by the Congress in its struggle for freedom. 


Niranjan Singh Gill 
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, . ^ 26 July 1946 

My dear Jatvaharlal, 

encloL^« \estcidav 22nd inst. along wth its 

AK^ * 4 . 1 . n. ^ through the messenger sent by you. 

anxiety to sccure^Ms ^ ^ feeling that Gill, in his 

or unconsciously creitSIi'°'^ “^munity, is consciously 

automatically so out- ^*u by which the Sikhs wiH 

“Dictator ” he * Congress. After his appointment as 

Akalis in the Wn^f o P^hii along with a deputation of the 
the deputation feft“! Comimttee._ After a full and frank discussion, 
viz. Giani Kartar satisfied, except one amongst them, 

impression rhat u "^ho kept mum and %vho gave me an 

Gill t Id suppressing himself for the time being. 

satisfied and hk work-in thoroughly 
A few days after h ” future amongst the Akalis ivill be easy, 
of certain nolnrc ^ letter asking for clarification 

group in their raised by Giani Kartar Singh’s 

interview -with th 'vhich was held in connection ^sdth their 
him a letter wbirvT Working Committee. I wrote to 

Delhi again after ^ satisfy his purpose and he met me in 

for my help. letter and expressed gratitude 

AIGG meeting, he a * Bombay at the time of the 

suggested that Sarda nsked for some further assurances and 
Committee. We did Singh may be taken in the Working 

way, to please them and^ to some extent going out of our 

they started an aeitat' ''vhen he ^vent back again to Amritsar 

of the Constituent passed a resolution for the boycott 

ombly. Subsequent events are kno^m to 
Prominent ALali leader • 

principal aide of blaster Ta Cabinets in East Punjab; was 
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you. In tiic rivalry for power over the Akalis and probably in 
the hope of getting majority in the gurdwara elections. Gill, I 
am afraid, is running a race with Giani Kartar Singh and Master 
Tara Singh.‘ Further complications have been created noAV by 
Gen. Mohan Singh^ joining the GSP on the eve of Jai PrahashV 
[Jayaprakash Naraj’an] visit to Lahore. You know Gill takes his 
orders from Mohan Singh and I suspect deeper forces working in 
this business. Under tlie circumstances, unless we stand firm and 
ask the Congress Siklis to contest the elections even if the Atalis 
oppose it, I am afraid in the re-election ^ve ^vUI find ourselves 
in a much ^vorse position. There is bound to be a split amongst 
the Sikhs if we insist and it is possible that the Coalition Ministry 
may break, but I see no other alternative if tlie Congress is to 
survive in the Punjab, 

On your return from Kashmir, you wll, I expect, meet some 
of these people and also some of the other Congress leaders. I 
shall expect to hear from you about your assessment of the present 
situation there. “We will have to take a firm attitude about the 
re-election, if it is held, and it is likely that it may cause a split 
in the Sikh community. But ive must take the risk. We gain 
nothing by this false show of unity, which Gill has created and 
which in tile end is to result in takhig all the Sikhs out of the 
Congress, 

I am afraid the Viceroy ivill not be able to do much in 
Sind. Mudie is a swom enemy of the Congress and the sm- 
roundings of the Viceroy in Delhi are probably supporting him 
throughout in all his pranks in Sind. 

I do not know why Jairamdas thinks that the majority of 
members of the Sind Assembly are against grouping. In the 
Constituent Assembly election, the result has been in favour of 
the League. All the tiiree Muslim candidates elected are Muslim 
Leaguers and therefore I am unable to understand what Jairamdas 
means when he sends such a telegram. Unfortunately, the post 
and telegraph strike has put us out of action altogether. It is 
difficult to have any contact. 

•Aksli Silth leader ot Punjab; Secretary and later President, Shiroinaai Guid- 
wara Prabandhak Committee; resigned from Congress alter \Vorld War II and 
organised Pantbic Atab parly which agitated for separate State for Sikhs 

^Officer of Indian National Army of Subhas Bose; entered politics alter 
independence and elecied to Punjab Assembly 

* Founder Secretary of Socialist Party of India; proaunent member of Congress 
till 1913, when he ielt that party; since then engaged in sarvodaya ^ubbe weEareJ 
actiintics, including bhoodan movement 
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\Vith kind regards^ 

Yours sincerely, 
A. Hydari 

Sardar Vallablibliai Patel 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
25 August 1946 

My dear Sir Akbar Hydari, 

I have just received your letter of today, and I have to thank 
you for it. I am glad that we have been able to get through tlic 
negotiations and see the Interim Government formed at last- 
Many people were sceptical about the result but all is well that 
ends well. 

Unfortunately the success of our efforts has been marred by 
what has happened in Calcutta. No Indian can help feeling sorry 
about it It has brought discredit to all and disgraced those who 
have organised these horrible crimes. 

You must have heard about the shocking, deplorable and 
dastardly attack on Sir Shafaat Ahmad yesterday evening. "^NTierc 
this kind of leadership is leading the Muslims one cannot say. 
It is very unfortunate that the ignorant Muslims have to suffer 
and those who lead them remain unaffected. In Calcutta, I hear 
that about 6,000 people died, of ■whom 4,500 were Muslims who 
never wanted to have anything to do with this affair. How sad 
is this unfortunate episode! 

We propose to take charge on 2 September and we hope to 
put our best efforts for the general good of all and %ve shall need 
sympathy and support from all. 

You deserve rest and you have earned leave but if 'wc can 
usefully utilise your services, we ^sdll not hesitate to take advan- 
tage^ of your offer, for which I have to thank you. It may be 
possible that I may meet you and Lady Hydari in Kashmir by 
the end^ of September, when I propose to go there to straighten 
the affairs in Kashmir regarding the political struggle there and 
its aftermath. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Sir Akbar Hydari 
New Delhi 




»fEJfBER<t or THE INTERIM GOVEUmtEST AT »UM DUSI AIRPORT 0\ A TOUR TO 
STUDY THE COMMU.VAE RIOTS IV CALCUTTA AND NOAKIIALI IV JJWS. 

LEFT TO right: SARDAR ABDUR RAB MSHTAR, tlAgUAT ALI KHAN, 
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, SIAULA.VA A2AD AND SARDAR PATEL 
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Camp Birla House 
New Delhi 
24 August 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

I have sent you a telegram this morning which is quoted 
below; 

“SORRV ttEAR ABOUT YOUR ILUIEALTH, RECEIVED UESSACE THROUGH RAU. 
YOUR HELP NECESSARY POR PUTTINO THKOUOH YOUR SUCCE8TION. IP YOU 
CANT attend MEETTNO TWENTYSEVENTT! MUST REACH DELIU THIRT^PIRST 
UORNINO LATEST.” 

Sir B. N. Rau* met me this morning. He conveyed to me 
your messages I am sorry to hear that you arc not keeping well 
and you Avould not be able to attend tlie Working Committee 
meeting. We will have to discuss many important problems this 
time, including the election of the next President as a sequel to 
the expected resignation of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 

We will have to discuss about allocation of portfolios also. For 
that all the members of the Interim Government are expected to 
meet on the 31st. We intend to take charge on 2 September, 
We must fix the portfolios on 31 August or 1 September. 
You must be here at that time without fail. I hope you will be 
all right by that time. If you could come at the time of the 
Working Committee meeting, it would be better still. 

Yours sincerely. 
Valla bhbhai Patel 

Shri G. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 
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and I shall be able to undertake a flight and readi Delhi there- 
fore only on the evening of 9 September. That means eight 
days beWnd the present schedule. 

I very much regret that I have caused this delay in the 
programme. I have requested today the Governor of Madras 
to send tliis information to the Viceroy and to Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru svith the request that suitable arrangements may he made 
so that technically and formally I may take up office on the same 
day ivitli you and others, although some official arrangements 
have to be made to cover the period of tfie delay in my reach- 
ing Delhi. I hope the message trill reach Jannharlalji through 
the Viceroy’s House, But in any case you trill kindly show this 
letter to him and do the needful. 

I am under penicillin and the case is under the best atten- 
tion. I shall be much relieved if I hear from you what is being 
done cither direct or through the Governor of Madras in code. 

Kindly explain to Bapu that I am very sorry for this mis- 
hap. But apart from physical pain and great discomfort, there 
is no anxiety of any kind. 

. Yours aflectionately, 

C. Rajagopafachati 

Sardar Valla bhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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Camp Birla House 
New Delhi 
31 August 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

I have received your letter of the 28th inst. Your absence is 
very much regretted by me because your co-operation and advice 
would have been of great help to me. Difficulties crop up at 
every stage, but I cannot svritc to you about them in correspon- 
dence. I hope you mil recover soon and join us as early as 
possible. In the meanwhile, I must get on as best as I could. 

The Calcutta tragedy has created a different atmosphere 
and has given an excuse for anti-Congress forces to play mischief. 

I will not witc more about it here. 

We are taking charge on the 2nd. Some of you \vill come 
later. Dr. John Matthai, Shri Bhabha, Sardar Baldev Singh and 
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Sir Shafaat [Ahmad Khan] %vill probably come at the time when 
you are expeaed to come. In the meanwhile, eight of us v.*ill 
carry on, 

^Vith best •ivishes. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri C. Rajagopalachari 
Stanley Hospital 
Madr^ 


279 

TELEGRAM 


^Madras 
7 September 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Nevr Delhi 

Air ARSIinSG XDCTH EVEJiEfG DECCAX AIRWAYS* 

RAJAGOPAIACEASI 
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TELEGRAM 


15 August 1946 

Rajendra Prasad 
Birla House 
PQani 


Y'OCS. nSTTEP.S FOTjPJTH axd eighth received, toij mtjst have 
RE< 3I%ED JAVrAEAREALjds iSTP.E. EXPECT Y’Ot? DELHI SEVEinEESTH. 
\<r. BOTH REACHEfG DELHI SEVEKTEEXTH. GLAD YOUR HEALTH 


VALLABHBHAI 
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telegram 


Pilani 
23 August 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

prefer STAYINa HERE TILL END OF AUGUST. PLEASE ADVISE IF 
PRESENCE TWENTYSEVENTH ESSENTIAL. 

BAJENDRAPRASAD 
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TELEGRAM 


(1) AU ZahecT (Luctnow) 

(2) Jagjivanram (Patna) 

(3) Bhabha (Bombay) 

(4) Sir Shafaat Ahmad (Simla) 

PLEASE COME HERE LATEST THIRTYFIRST. 


New Delhi 
24 August 1946 


VALLABHBHAI 
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telegram 


Bombay 
27 August 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

THANKS YOUR TELEGRAM. ARRIVING FRIDAY. 

COOVERJI BHABHA 
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TELEGRAM 

Lucknow 
27 August 1946 

Sardar Vallablibhai Patel 
New Delhi 

INTENDING LEAVE LUCKNOW 30tH EVTINING IF AKRANGEilENT FOK 
DEPARTURE COMPLETE. 

AU 2AHEER 

285 

TELEGRAjM 

Lucknow 
30 August 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Ne^y Delhi 

REACHING SATURDAY MORNING 8 0*CL0CK. 

ALI ZAHEER 
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telegram 

New Delhi 
24 August 1946 

Dr. John Matthai 
Care Tatasons 
Bombay 

PLEASE COME DELHI SALURDAY THHITYFIRST FOR TWO DAYS DISCUSSING 
AL LOC ATION PORTFOLIOS. WE PROPOSE TAKING CHARGE SECOND 
SE^£3I3ER but you aAN GO BACK FTRST E^HNING AND RETUP^’ 

R SETTLING JAMSHEDPUR AFFAIR. VilRZ PXPLY. 
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VALLABHBHAI 
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telegram 


New Delhi 
25 August 1946 


Sir Shafaat Ahmad 
Walker Hospital 
Simla 

GREATLY SHOCKED 
ASSAULT. PRAY FOR 


and distressed 
SPEEDY RECOVERY, 


hear about cowardly 
. ANXIOUS HEAR DETAILS. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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telegram 


Patna 
25 August 1946 


Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

REACHING TWENTYSEVENTH 


MORNING DELHI EXPRESS. 


jagjivanraji 
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[P„i„.™ad.inMr.>nah.I=..»or3 0c.ob.l946 .o 

“olal n„a.b. of .he n.e.he. of .he Eaecudve CounO 
to be 14. ... *__i,ide one Scheduled 

2. Six nominees of the .?.Tmo"he'.,Te'o .ha. .he 

Viceroy. 279 
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4. 


6 . 


8 . 


9. 


SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 

That the Congress should not include in the remaining five 
members of their quota a Muslim of their choice 

Safeguards: That_ there should be a convention that on 

^ majority of Hindu or Muslim 
Executive Council are opposed, then no deci- 
sion should be taken. 

^temative or rotational Vice-President should be appointed 

S “““““““ “ 

T^eMushm League was not consulted in the selection of the 

Ind Indian Christian 

Tl be taken that the Muslim League 

selecti^on that has been made. But in 

resienation^L^'" rtl of there bemg a vacancy o^ving to death, 
shoSd h^.T? representatives of these minorities 

^ 1 - “ consultation mth the t^vo major parties- 

the Muslim League and the Congress. ^ 

distributed ^portant portfolios should be equally 

Sa“e“‘:nd"rOoVt. 

M 1“!"' °= 

and the Gongress-agree. P^rties-the Muslim League 

Snd^o?er°^tn ^ong-term plan should 

created aWd ^ better and more conducive atmosphere is 

reformtd and >■“ >=“” 
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Dear Mr. Jinnah, ^ October 1946 

nine poi^S Ire ^^terday. My repHes to your 

This is agreed., 

to nominate iK om rcpr^emariv«!’'‘"’' 

matted or'DoIi^''^n'"’°"^ “ impossible to decide major 

poltey when one of the main parties to ihe 


2 . 

3. 

4. 
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coalition it strongly against a conttc f " P'f 
present colleagues and 1 are agreed that it 
allow major communal issues to be tl'aided y 
Cabinet. The efficiency and presdge of the Interim Gojern^ 
ment will depend on ensuring that ^ A 

in advance of Cabinet meetings by friendly ^ 

Coalition Government cither works by a process 
adjustments or docs not work at all. 'j.-t 

The arrangement of alternative or 

would present practical difficulty, and Muslim 

feasible. I will however arrange to ^ Mushm 

League member to preside over tlic Cabinet m 
the Governor-General and the Vice-President being absent 
I -will also nominate a Muslim Leape which 

Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee of 

ns .t"i' “• 

filling a vacancy in any of these three sea Cabinet 

, In the present conditions “P.^J^P-tf^VLon^wW 
are of great importance ^ representatives cannot 

are the most important. T^e imno ^ ^ ^ „ouId 

be excluded from a share of the major 

also be suitable a this^ there can be equal 

Labour portfolio. But subj oortfolios between the 

distribution of the most impo -p ? Mj would be a matter 
Congress and the Muslim Leagu . 
for negotiation. 

. I agree. , , , r-,hinct is of course 

I. Since the basis for participation m fi C. 

acceptance of the Statement of 16 h^y. ..consider 

Learie Council will nirrt nt a %c‘r> eariy 

its Bombay resolution. Yours sincerely, 

^Vave^ 


M. A, Jinnah, Esq. 
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AGREE^^T BE-nVEEN THE CONGRESS, THE MUSLIM LEAGUE 
AND THE NAWAB OF BHOPAL OF 4 OCTOBER 1946 

I. The Congress does not challenge and accepts that the Afuslim 
now ^ is the authoritative representative of an over-, 
ivheli^g majority of the Aluslims of India. As such and in 
accor ance^^vith democratic principles they alone have today 
an unquestionable right to represent the Muslims of India, 
iiut toe Congress cannot agree that any restriction or limitation 
^ ° .5 upon the Congress to choose such representatives 

as they think proper from amongst the member of the Congress 
as then representatives. 

ir. It is understood that aU the Ministers of the Interim Govern- 
ment wU work as a team for the good of the whole of India 

and never invoke the intervention of the Governor- 
General in any case. 

I accept this formula. 

M. K. Gandhi 
4 - 10 ^ 

HamiduUah [Naivab of Bhopal] 

4-10-46 
Shoaib QuresW 
4-10-46 


17 York Road 
Neiv Delhi 

, 6 October 1946 

My dear Air. Jinnah, 

discuss^^Ku some of my colleagues about the matters 

ment betwZ' possibility of a rapproche- 

?=Sed toir Sie Confess. Welre aB 

than that could be happier and better for the country 

friends °^SUnisations should meet again as before as 

S£ uo mental reservations and bent on resolving all 

opT by mutual consultation and never desiring or 
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aUowing the intervention of the We would. 

Viceroy or others or of any other ^ Interim 

tlierefore, welcome the dcmion of \ of India 

Government for it to work as a umted team 

“ “CoinU put fonv^rd b, you lu o„. conve.adou ,«,=rdu, 


the formula suggested to you by Gandhij., _ 

the League not bemg responsible for the members at presen ep 
senting the Scheduled Castes and the mmor.^e 

what should be done m case any va^ Scheduled Castes, 

mernb.,. ,cp™a..bg .h. miuonuc. oto 

U.C .o b. adopts ov« v,h.. may b= did ».Jo 

rounal Issues, and 

alternating Vice-Presidentship. 


(5) alternating Vicc-Presidentsh.p. haonily 

Regarding No, 1, we feci that ^^^"‘"nderlying it. We 
worded. We do not riL^ns^ to accept the Muslim 

arc avilling, as a result of th organisation of an 

League as the authoritetive jep as such 

overwhelming majority of *e principles they have today 

and in accordance with democr P Muslims of India, 

the unquestionable right to , League recognises the 

provided that for idcnUcal reason t^ repSenting all non- 
Gongress as the authoritative irf their lot with the 

Muslims and such Muslims as restriction or h^- 

Congress. The Congress cannot £ representatives as thy 

tations to be put upon it m of the Congress. We 

think proper from “"’'"'S'' formula is necessary and each 

tvould suggest, therefore, that no 

organisation may stand on i question of the League 

Regarding No. 2, I yon do not mhe any 

being responsible does not . f the Government 

, any sneh 

League in regard to the ^hout the Federal Court 

Regarf^ No. 4, VOur cabinet cannot be 

is not feasible. Matters coming 
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tS^h ’■eferences to court. We should 

prooLk ourselves and bring up agreed 

oTm choTce Wr t I arbitration of our 

mutual frost r^u however, that w^e will act wth such 

tion?„'®at Vic^ir^dentsUo <“ ^-r 

OoZdttee ofA^n yi“-Chairman for the Co-ordlnatL 

meeC 

League jointo^the*NationIl"o ftially decide upon the 

taneouslv to inin n decide simul- 

yo”^LSirth?:ffS“"'““' recomn,e„d..to 

reached by tuTt'^n'JSv be m “ agreement has been 

Otherwise. ^ vaned by mutual agreement and not 


M. A. Jinnah Esq. 
10 Aurangzeb Road 
New Delhi 


Yours sincerely^ 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
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10 Aurangzeb Road 
New Delhi 

Mv -n 7 October 1946 

y dear Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 

you for it;^ ^ppreciSe^aS ^ October 1946 and I thank 

hi paragraph 1 of your sentiments expressed 

the fo^ukf P°“t No. 1, 

meeting befrveen us was arL and me and the 

gotiate and settle a few- ntVi °° “ order to ne- 

reconstituting the Tnf» * remaining for the purpose of 

follows; interim Government The formula runs as 
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••n.= Congws. d«. no. oh.ltoso And Accept, .ho. .h. 
sue now i. Ibo .nd,on.o.i.c rcp.ccnmiv. of » 
of Iho Mu.lio. of India. A. mch and in 

pcinciplc. d,cy alone have loda, an „L.ion or 

Muslims of India. But the Congress canno g renresenta- 

limitation should be put upon the Congress to c oose Congress 

tives as they think proper from amongst the members of the Congress 

as their representatives.*' 

And now, in your letter under reply, i regret 

changes in it but you consider no formu ntherwise as it 

I cannol ngren 10 any change in *= I 

was the agreed basis of our discussion on other poi . 
agree with you ftat no formula is necessary. I. was stgnea y 
Mr. Gandhi and accepted by me. 

As the whole basis of we can make any 

mula agreed to by Mr. ^ j L you as a basis upon 

further progress unless it is accep y Y already dis- 

which we can proceed to discuss other p . I am 

cussed orally in the course of our ^ nic before 

enclosing he™th a copy of the various points put by 

you, in writing. . * l regarding the 

Even the four points, J’JJ^abovei you don’t agree 

formula whidi I have already dea the basis of the 

with any one of them. 1 a™ f,,rther discuss the various 

formula being accepted by you, m sentiments 

points with a view to settle them m that we should 

expressed by you in paragraph 1. i a 

come to our own settlement wi ou yours sincerely, 

M. A. Tinnah 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
17 York Road 
New Delhi 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
12 October 1916 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I confirm what I told you this evening, that the Muslim 
League arc at liberty to nominate anyone they wish for their 
o.'.n quota of seals in the Cabinet, thoueh any person proposed 
rmist of course be .accepted by me andlry His*.Majcstv before 
being appointed. 

My Intention is to discuss portfolios when all llic names 
have been received both from the Muslim League and the Con- 
gress. 

"^’ours sincerely, 
^S'a^'cll 

M. A. Jinnah, Lsq., .MLA 


295 

Tlic \’iccrov’s House 
New Delhi 
13 Ociolrer 1916 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
15 October 1946 


Dear Pandit Nehru, ^ . .vpnine 

I .„c.o,= 0 Pre^s Note winch 

when the names have been settled. If tjaramph can 

distribution of portfolios akojtlus evening the last p s 
be changed accordingly and the portfo los ann 

I have sent the draft also to Mr. Jmna . members 

Perhaps you svould be good I shall of 

who are resigning lO send their ^ ^ services and for 

course sec thL later and thank them for their servi 

their action in resigning. Yours sincerely, 

Wavell 

The Hon’ble Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 


enclosure 

[DRAFT PRESS NOTE] ^ ^ 

The Muslim League have decided to join the . niembew have 

order to make it possible to reform the Cabinet the following 
tendered their resignations: .viint the following to 

His Majesty the King has been pleased to ap 
be members of the Interim Government; 

Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan 
Mr. I. I. Chundrigar 
Mr. Abdur Rab Nishtar 
Mr, Ghazanfar Ali Khan 
Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal 

The distribution of portfolios will the Viceroy h»» 

members will then be sworn in. Meanwhile tiis portfolio*, 

asked the resigning members to continue in arg 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
15 October 1946 

Dear Pandit Nehru, 

_ I send you herewth a copy of the Press Note which is be- 
ing issued tonight. 

Yours sincerely, 
I. D. Scott 

The Hon’ble Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
PS. 

I hope you have a successful tour of the Frontier. 


ENCLOSURE 
[PRESS NOTE] 

The League have decided to join the Interim Goverment, and 

h-r.' ritf ^ appoint the follots-ing to be Mem- 

oirs of the Intenm Government: 


Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan 
^ir. I, I, Chundrigar 
Mr. Abdur Rab Nishtar 
Mr. Ghazanfar Ali Khan 
Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal 


bers wfe^de?edltl'Li^"l^^ «form the Cabinet the folWng Mem- 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan 
Syed Ali Zaheer 

Ehe Members of the nr/-..-.,* n i.- 

followng: ^ ‘ Cabinet who srill continue to sen-c are the 


Pandit Jassaharlal Nehru 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Dr. Rajendra Prasad 

^fr. M. Asaf Ali 

Mr. G. Rajagopalachari 

Dr. John Matthai 

Sardar Baldev Singh 

Mr. Jagjivan Ram 

Mr. Coovcrji Hormusji Bhabha 

The distribution of portfolios will be settled early next week and the 
new Members will then be sworn in. Meanwhile H.E. the Viceroy has asked 
the resigning Members to continue in charge of their portfolios. 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
15 October 1946 

Dear Pandit Nehru, 

Thank you for your letter of yesterday. I enclose a copy of 
my letter to Mr. Jinnah dated 12 October. Tliere have been no 
assurances or explanations to Mr. Jinnah that go beyond the 
terms of the broadcast and the letters of 4 and 12 October, 

Yours sincerely, 
\VavcII 


TIic Hon’ble Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
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The Viceroy’s House, 
New Delhi 
26 October 1946 

My Dear Sardar Sahib, 

His Excellency asks me to send you the following message 
which has been received from the Prime Minister for the first 
meeting of tlie reconstituted Government: 

“On occasion of this first meeting of reconstituted Interim 
Government His Majesty’s Government send their cordial 
greetings and ivarmest svishes for future.” 

Yours sincerely, 
G.E.B. Abell 

The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


S.C. III-19 



300 


28 November 1946 


My dear Rajkumari, 

I have received your letter of the 16th instant. There have 
been developments since then which you must have seen from the 
Press. The British Government invited the Viceroy and the 
Congress, the League and the Sikh representatives (five in 
nmnber, 2:2:1) to come to London for consultation. We have 
declined the m\'itation; so have the Sikhs. But the League and 
the Viceroy w'ho are now in open alliance are proceeding to 
London. The Viceroy gave us an assurance, and so did Jirmah 
to the Viceroy at the time of the League’s entry into the Interim 
Government. He has repudiated his assurance publicly and now 
they ^vant to placate him . Every time the League takes a recal- 
citrant attitude, they try to placate them. The result is that 
the League gets stronger and stronger, and their attitude of \'io- 
lence gets encouragement It is a misfortune that the British 
Government are unable to take a firm stand and call off the 
bluff". Perhaps the\ have been mi sled into this by one-sided repre- 
sentations of the reactionary group here, but they should have 
known better before inviting us. The invitation, in spite of all 
denials to the contrary, means either the reopening of the ques- 
tion or^ putting pressure on the Congress to make some more 
con^non to the league. It is clear from the pronouncements 
made by H. M. G.’s representatives that the>' ^vant to settle a 
procedure for the Constituent Assembly amicably between the 
parties. This ^ not possible, nor is it the function of the British 
Govcrnmmt. jnie document is there and the procedure laid 
doim in It vMll be followed by the Constituent Assembly. If any 
interpretation n in question, it irill be referred to the Federal 
Gou^ .^y effort to give an assurance to Jinnah at this statcc as 
to what prcccdure vrill be followed by the Sections would lead to 
d^strous consequence. The Si^s would go out; the Congress 

- ° again be reverting to tiic 

minority holding the veto. 

HoJ baring a good time and keepinc good hcaltli. 

Hope you isnll return soon. 
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Bapu is Still in East Bengal and we hardly get any news from 
him. 

Yours affectionately, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Smt. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur 

35 Avenue Hoche 

Champs Elysces 

Paris 

PS. 

After this was finished we got a cable from the Prime Mini- 
ster appealing to [us to] reconsider the decision and it is possible 
tliat Jawahar may decide to go. 
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Malta 
2 December 1946 

hly dear Vallabhbhai, 

We are hung up here as our plane gave trouble. We are 
waiting for another which has been directed from Marseilles 
much to the annoyance of its passengers. tVe are now due to 

leave after midnight. This means reaching London all out. 

As it is I am not feeling too well. Our conversations start to- 
morrow morning when I meet the Prime Minister. 

Whatever the nature and result of our talJcs, I understand 
tlie Viceroy will stay on for a week or two in London. So also 
probably Jinnah. 

When I return to India I fear I shall be a little worn out 
and not too fit for strenuous work for a few days. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jawaharlal 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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TELEGRAM 


Pesha-war 
20 October 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

JUST RETURNED FROM KHYBER. AM GOING MALAKAND THIS AFTERNOON. 
don’t WORRY ABOUT EXAGGERATED COLOURFUL PRESS REPORTS. AM 
THOROUGHLY ENJOYING MYSELF. AM quiTE WELL. RETURNING DELHI 
TWENTYSEGOND FORENOON \VTTH DR. EHANSAHEB. INFORM BAPU. 

JAWAHARLAL 
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TELEGRAM 


Peshawar 
21 October 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

JUST RETURNED FROM MALAKAND. PANDITJI SUSTAINED MINOR 
INJURIES ON CHIN AND EAR RESULT OF GLASS SPLINTERS DUE 
TO STONE THROWING. NOTHING SERIOUS AT ALT. PLEASE INFORJf 
MAHATJLVJI. ARRUTNO DELHI TOMORRO\S' MORNING ELEVEN. 

MATTHAI’ [M. O.] 


• Special iSirfjtanl to Nehru 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
30 October 1946 

Dear Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel^ 

You mentioned yesterday tliat Pandit Pant had asked to be 
relieved of his oflicc on account of the difference of opinion bet- 
ween the MinLtry and the Governor about the I.G. of Police, 

2. The immediate point, I understand, is that Sir P. Measures 
resigned in the belief that he had been let dosvn by the 
Government of the UP on a point of principle — i. c., that corres- 
pondence between Government and police officers must be through 
the I.G. of Police as laid down in the Police Regulations. Actu- 
ally the Governor had had to overrule his Ministry on this point, 
and the decision of Government therefore upheld Sir P. Measures. 
It he insists on resigning in full knowledge of the facts, no one can 
compel him to stay. But it is due to him and to the service that 
tiie facts sliould be clear. 

ft svas with my concurrence that the Governor insisted on 
upholding the point of principle, ivhich I think you wiJI agree 
was a vita! one; and it was with my concurrence that the Governor 
held in his individual judgment that the I.G. of Police must not 
be forced to resign on account of an error of judgment for which 
he had already apologised. These decisions must stand, and I 
can hardly believe that the UP Ministry, which has done much 
good work, or its Premier, tvould wish to resign on such an issue. 

I understand the Governor and the Fremier are discussing 
this matter shortly; and I hope Pandit Pant may be persuaded to 
appreciate that the decision taken by the Governor in his indi- 
vidual judgment was both constitutional and just. 

Yours sincerely, 
VVavell 

Tlic Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
15 November 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

H.E. has received a telegram from the Governor of Assam to 
the effect that in spite of his attempts to dissuade them and in 
spite of a warning from the Defence Department that troops 
caraot be spared to deal %vith communal disturbances the Assam 
^mstry persist in their programme of evictions of Bengali Muslims 
from the Assam VaUey. 


"L It is_ anticipated that the result ivill be retaliatory attacks on 
Hindus in the Surma VaUey. 

3. have as the Home Department have already been 

y ® Assam Government, been tivo incidents connected 
wth the preparations for these evictions. 


^hat H.D. iviU have to consider whether he 
should not adwse the Governor to overrule his Ministry, but as 
-f ^ think I ought first to write and ask you whether 

as a result of your discussion ivith H.E. you have felt able to 
approach on party fines to the Assam Ministry and 
whether you have any reason to suppose that they ivfil be pre- 
pared to postpone this dangerous action. 


The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
G.E.B. Abell 
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My dear Abell, 


Neiv Delhi 
15 November 1946 


illegaUmmi^^nteTn''5bsIm.”’ regarding ewction of 


2. In pursuance 
I sent a telegram 
294 


of my discussion with H. E. on the subject, 
to the Assam Premier on the afternoon of 13 
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Nowmbcr enquiring if it was correct that the Government of 
Assatn had decided to impJement their eviction policy with effect 
from 14 November, whcUier he apprehended any trouble and, if 
so, whether he ^^ras prepared to deal with it. I am still awaiting 
a reply to this telegram. 

3. There is no dispute about the unauthorised and illegal 
nature of the possession of tiiese immigrantj as H.E. himself 
had agreed svith me. The action of the Ministry would be in 
defence of Government's lawful right to evict these trespassers on 
Government land as they propose to continue in unlawful posse- 
ssion. It would not be justifiable to overrule the Ministry in such 
lawful action, I have no doubt that it would be improper; be- 
sides such action is likely to encourage intransigence and violence. 
It is impossible to believe that His Excellency would contemplate 
such consequences to arise from his advice. If the Muslims of 
Surma Valley take any retaliatory steps on the innocent Hindus of 
the district, the Ministry wll have to take strong measures to 
suppress their filial and criminal actions and we >wTI have to 
support them in doing so. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

G. E. B. Abell Esq. 

New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
16 November 1946 


My dear Abell, 

In continuation of my letter of yesterday regarding the evic- 
tion policy of the Assam Government, I send herewith a copy of 
a telegram which I have just received from the Premier on this 
subject. From this telegram you wll see that for the next fort- 
night at least there is no question of any physical eviction of the 
old immigrants who have illegally occupied Government land. 

From the telegram it is clear that the problem is entirely 
different. Fresh hordes of immigrants are making an organised 
attempt to take forcible possession of both Government and private 
lands on a very large scale. No government with any sense of 
responsibility can submit to forcible action of this nature. 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 

The only way to avoid an unpleasant situation in Assam 
seems to e that you should approach the Muslim League leaders 
nere to advise their foUowers to desist from these organised efforts 
to obtam forcible possession of Government and private lands and 
tnus render orderly government impossible. 

It seems the information originally supplied to H.E. was 
inaccurate. This is a case in which there is no question of forci- 

r,^ illegal occupants but of preventing fresh tres- 

p ssers from taking forcible possession. 


Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

G. E. B. Abell Esq. 

Ne%v Delhi 


ENCLOSURE 

telegram 


Shillong 

^ , 15 November 1946 

Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 


™ in- 
take AT LE-iCT OOVERN-MENT AJOJ PRESENT GOVERNMENT. THIS ISTLI. 

afterwards EVICTION FROM OTHER RESERVES TAKES PEACE 

planned s'Tru reserves and l^nds proposed by government FOR 

roRc^Lv tIken inbioRnous peopie 

SETTL^LMEVt Av-n ^ hordes of IMX^GRA^’TS MAKING ORDERLY 

SaVATTlNO OVER ANY VACANT LAND • fORClBLV 

SOME VILLAGERS HAV IN-CLUDINO SOME PRTV'ATE POSSESSION ALSO. 

IN THES’' CIRCDMSTAN^ THEIR ABODES. GOVERNMENT DECIDED EWCTION 

.l-t. 

COMMUNAL OUEsnov Av•T^ ^ ABOVE. THE OBJECT OF MAKING THIS A 

according to ovr APBRn^iToTECT^R^'^oT^'' 

U I FRAY FOR MILITARY EilERGEKCY. 


BARDOLOI 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
16 November 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Thank you for your two letters about Assam. I am sending 
them out to the Viceroy on tour, and have informed him tele- 
gram of the position, ^vhich seems to have dangerous possibilities. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. E. B. Abell 

The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


New Delhi 
19 November 1946 

My dear Abell, . , t l • . 1,1 

1 am eaclming herewith a copy of a letter ** “a" 
received from the Prime Minister of Assam giving a detailed 
eonnt of the actual state of things regarding evicuom.^^ 

Patel 


G. E, B. Abell Esq. 
New Delhi 


enclosure 


Shillong 
15 November 1946 


emmeat of India have been duly received. left for any Cov- 

ment have accepted the policy of jetton aa ” But actual evielionr aie 

eenment t. do odi.rwi.e in the exirting dnidirf 

yet M hesin. and they will begin only alter Go.er.unm> have hmm 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 


m certain reserv'es from which the trespassers ivere evicted by the last Govern- 
ment as also by the present Government. This is proposed to be done bj' the 
reaping of attached paddy by Government in reserves from which the en- 
croachers were evicted by the last Government as well as b>- the present Gov- 
niment. This maj take at least a fortnight, and actual eviction in respect of 
Other reserves will begin only after w’e have finished with these operatioiis. 

vemment propose to settle some of the immigrants protected under certain 
orms of the agreement ^vhich the League Government of Assam entered into 
mth the leaders of other parties in the province. But instead of acting accord- 
mg to the agreement, reserves and lands proposed by Government for planned 
secernent of such protected immigrants and indigenous people have been 
o.cibK taken poaiesiion of by hordes of immigrants orderly settlement 

impossible and setting at naught all Government authority. In addition to en- 
croactoents wWch are subsisting from before thousands of Muslim immigrants 
- coming bv boats and tra ins to almost all the riverine areas and are 

torcibly squatting on any vacant land including a considerable area in private 
po^on also. As a result, lately tivo villages have left their abode. In one 


*” ’ ^ November, a large party of immigrants attacked 

me cattle and the graziers at night, causing injuries to six persons and injur- 
mg a arge number of bufialoes. Orderly government, therefore, has been 
ma e unposible ui the ordinary circumstances and the propaganda that is 
nort emg raised in the coimtry for stopping eviction on the ground of 
corm^ tenrion seems to Government to be only a ruse to make a difficult 
^itwn more difficult than what it is. Eviction, therefore, must be taken recourse 
^ vemment is to esdst at all as a government. There are undoubtedly 
" ions of communal tension, but Government imder no circumstance 

CM mt to illegal and forcible mass occupaticm of their land and must do 
f ^ “ to exist at all. In these circumstances, to inter- 

f-r rn '. v 1 . ^ ^ cviction is in the opinion of Government not only 

suicidal to any government that is v.-orth the 
ta« niade whatever preparation it is 
coimtrv Tr * ^ iT what is apparently a grave menace to the 

ofas-ir? iTi painfhl to find that the Government of India, instead 

. = ^ mamtain peace and order by the nulitar^- es-ea in extreme 

b- ^ o'dcr of the Defence Denartment a 

tTZ considerali'on for use 

the r - ' n^mtaining peace and order in the province. I hope 

battal- Defence Department srill not vdthdraw this 

j,»i . o.her hand will make arransements to aive us more 

n-lp in case of extreme emergenc>-. 

tiorv however, saut our door for peaceful settlement of the situa- 

hir^a " Opposition (of course on 

eviction) that [if] thc}' (the Muslim League) could 
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persuade these encroachers in the reserves, from which their Govenmtent «d 
our Government evicted them, to abide by the wishes of Government in carry 
ou. U,rir policy in cc.pcc. of .hoc ccccvcc witf.o«. 
any force we would discuss the whole question of eviction from other rese^ 
which we have not yet taken up and which we propose to ^ 

after we have cleared the already evicted reserves from ille^I J 

re-entry of trespassers. I only hope that my appeal will not^o^^ 

r: N. Bardoloi 


The Hon’blc Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
20 November 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, , 

H.E. asks me to thank you for ^ ^bout the cvic- 

19 November a copy of a letter from Mr. Bardoloi 

tion problem in Assam. sincerely, 

G. E. B. Abell 


The Hon’ble Sardar Vallablrbhai Patel 
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Hubli 

18 September 1946 


Dear Sardarji, . tvas deported 

One Rev. KeUhahn J ^ 

oat of India in >S« “ 

the then Government of Indi . X with 

ed tlte cause of India, .p. "mong labourer, and ,tn- 

the members of his family of them w ant him back 

dents with whom he was very p P ^ ^ j Government functioning, 
in India. Now that there cancelled. I therefore 

it is desirable that depor ^natter of 

request that you may kindly see you / 
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SARDAR Patel’s cokrespondekce 


Rev. Kleitlialin.’s deportation looked into and necessary orders pass- 
ed to enable him to be back in India to carry on his good work. 

I remain. 
Yours sincerely, 
S. Nijalingappa' 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
22 September 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 18th instant 

■\Vhy should you think that as the National Government has 
come into existence, orders of esrtemment against foreigners should 
be cancelled?^ You do not mean to suggest that India is a place 
w ere a foreigners are welcome? There is something like reci- 
procity and few Indians are v/elcome outside their owm country. 
It some foreign missionaries were deported by the past Government, 
way should this Government cancel their deportation orders? The 
past Gwemment might have had good reasons to do so. The 
present Gk)vemment evidently has no reason to change those orders. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

S. Nijalingappa Esq. 

President 

R^atek Provincial Congress Committee 


ChitT PCC, 194>46; m-mbtr, Cl:\ and Parlia 

party Wh in VgOT 1955-57 and 1952-63; Congr«, Prciiden 


Parliament, 1947-5^1; 
Prcrident at the time of 
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Board of Trade 
Millbank 
S. W. 1 
23 September 1946 


My dear Vallablibhai, l 

This is » note to say how oseful Sudhir 
during his short stay here. He has many T„^an mat- 

helped in the formation of a svide public “P?'™. ^s^. 

ters He is now returnins but you might tb-nt tt wdl « ^nn 
der whether he might not come back m a more official capacty 
attached to your mission in this country. 

hee„''de"i^md“Sffirry2^^^^^^ 

not in Calcutta!-! only hope you wH he able to come 

reasonable settlement \vith the Mushms. 

My very best tvishes to you and your ■=oll«tg'^-^ 

Stafford Cripps 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


New Delhi 
20 October 1946 


Dear Lord Wavell, hereivith) is 

Raja Ghazanfar Ali I^an s should be noted 

disconcerting and hodes ill for the u students on the 


disconcerting and bodes ill mr th^^ 'l.«.-?nriible students on tl 
that the speech was made before imp jinnah as 

19th instant, i.e. after his name was sen by^^^ Muslim 

Member of the Interim Government on 

League. he takes the oath 

Should he not svithdraw the speecli b 
of office? 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 


Is the Interim Government to be tlic arena of pnrty politics 
and intrigues and for driring in the very partition vredge which 
the long-term arrangement has witlidra^ra once for all and re- 
placed it by grouping, which in itself seems to be voluntary? 
\Vhat it is and what is its scope is for the Federal Court to decide, 
unless the parties agree among themselves. 

In any event, the forum for every discussion on the subject 
is not the Interim Government but the Constituent Assembly. 

The Interim Government is to run the Government machi- 
nery smoothly during the interim period on purely nationalist, 
democratic lines. Removal of corruption, communications, scar- 
city of food and clothing, health of the millions, their education, 
removal of chronic poverty and crying social reforms, including 
remo\^l of untouchability, are the immediate needs of the country^ 
If wTangles over partition and fomenting of trouble are to take 
the place of the immediate vrork of the administration, it vrould 
be a question for the Congress to rerise its attitude about 
shouldering the burden it has taken over in response to your in- 
ritadon. 

And probably the Raja is not the only League Member to 
thmk as he has spoken- ^\Tio can say that he does not voice 
the mind of the League? 

It seems to be quite clear that before the coalition comes into 
being and portfolios are re-distnbuted, besides the \s*ithdrav*al of 
the speech in question, there should be a clear annoimcement by 
the Council of the League accepting the long-term arrangement, 
and the text of the resolution of the League ^Vorking Commi- 
tee should be supplied to the present Members of the Cabinet* 
The date fixed for the meeting of the Council of the Muslim Lea- 
gu^ or the cancellation of the resolution rejecting the long-term 
schemes by its Bombay meeting should also be announced by the 
Muslim League. 

^ I am ^re you will yourself recognise the necessity' of the fore- 
gomg requirements if the Interim Government is to run 'weU 
and the present trouble is to subside. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

^ I^ceUmcy Field Marshal VL^count ^Vavell 
New Delhi 



ENCLOSURE 


19 October 1946 

Ghazanfar All Khan, Member-dMisrnatc [ofj the Interim Government, 
addreuing Islamia College students in Lahore today said; “AVc are going 
in the Interitn Governmem to get a foothold to fight for our cherished goal 
of PaVistan and I assure you that we shall achieve Pakistan, The disturbances 
which have occurred in many parts of the country after the installation of 
the purely Congress Government at the Centre have established the fact be- 
yond the shadow of a doubt that the 10 crorcs of Indian Muslims will not 
submit to any government which doer not include their true representatives. 
The earlier the Congress realises this the better — that no power can suppress 
the freedom upsurge among the Muslim nation. We irrevocably stand for 
Pakistan [as] our ultimate goal, and I assure you that under the leadership of 
Quaid-i-Azam Jinnah we shall achieve our goal. In the Interim Government all 
our activities should be guided by [two] considerations, that is to convince the 
Congress that no government in India can function smoothly without the 
co-operation of the Muslim League and that the League is the sole representative 
organisation of the Indian Muslims. The Interim Government is one of the 
fronts of the direct action camp^gn and we shall most scrupulously carry out 
the orders of Mr. Jinnah on any front he orders us. 
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SARDAR PATEL’S NOTE TO LORD WAVELL ON THE SITUATION 
IN BENGAL 


Home Department 
25 October 194G 

I desire to bring up the question of Bengal before the full Interim Govern- 
ment for immediate discussion and decision. 1 have been fold by the Hon’bic 
Vice-President that Tour Excellency’s view is that the problem of restoring 
peace and tranquillity in Bengal is your special responsibility and that the 
Government of India as such, i.e. the Govcrnor-General-in-Council, cannot do 
anything to give relief to the people of that unfortunate province. It would, 
indeed, be a tragic paradox if we who have undertaken the responsibility of 
the Government of India should be powerless to do anything to terminate the 
reign of terror which prevails in East Bengal, even according to the obviously 
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mimmiicd a^tints of those responsible for anov.ing such a state of things to 
come into being under their cj’cs. The tvhole country' is deeply agitated about 
the events as well as about our share of responsibility in the matter. And the 
question wll have to be dealt with in the Legislative Assembly when Memben 
raue the question in some form or another. It will not be possible for us to 
deal with it as former governments could. 

2. I have examined the Government of India Act and in particular the 
9th Schedule to see whether the Constitution under which we have undertaken 
this grav'e responsibility of the governance of India is indeed such as Your 
E-Tccllency has stated. After an examination of the 9th Schedule of the Act 
^d m particular Section 41 thereof, I find that I, as .Member in charge of 
om- .ASairs, and each one of my colleagues is competent to propose mea- 
sures to restore tranquillity in the large and spreading area involved in the 
preseiu disturbed conditions of Bengal. Though, under the letter of that Sec- 
tion, oar Excellency has power in your discretion to overrule our proposals, 
our understanding is that Your Excellency will act in accordance with the 
collective advice of the Cabinet, 


3. I Md my colleagues whom I have consulted before 
empbatically of opinion: 


ViTiting 


this are 


i. ^t the Govemmmt of India should at once authorise, if necessary 
b> o* cc. Special ofneers assisted by adequate staff and military 
su^rt to proceed to and function in the areas affeaed and arrest 
an etain oSenders and take all other steps necessary to restore order 
and tranquillity. 


u. 


that we should recommend to Your ExceUcncy that you should im- 
me^ately exercise the povrers attaching to your special responsibility 
^ ^ s emor-General and take all steps necessary to take over the 
es of las. and order in the affected areas, if not in the whole of 
, from the hands of the present Government of Bcnaal who 

have totally failed in their duties in that respect. 

therefore, that this matter may be discussed at the Cabinet 
^tmg tomorrow when we shall have to decide our atdtude in regard to 

adjournment mouons coming up before the Assembly. 


Vallabhbhai Patel 
H. 2vl. Home 

His ExceUency the Governor-General 
Field Marshal Viscount IVavell 
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New Delhi 
25 October 1946 


My dear Sardar Patel Sahib, 

With reference to my talk in tlic Cabinet meeting today I 
mentioned die letter of the Cliicf Commissioner of Delhi in which 
he had raised many objections to the proposed committee for the 
Corporation of Delhi. The letter is irregular and he has taken 
the extraordinary step of sending copies of this letter to Sir Eric 
Coates,* to Mr. Moon, Secretary, Development Board, and others. 
I do not know why he took this unusual step. lam not prepared 
to accept his vicivs as die vicivs of the Municipal Committee of 
Delhi and until the Afunicipal Committee communicate their 
vieivs to us it is not possible Ibr the Department to deal ivith the 
subject. He has also sent a copy of his letter to the Secretarj^, 
Horae Department. Your Secretary will give you the copy of 
the letter of the Chief Commissioner. 

Yours sincerely, 

Shafaat Ahmad Khan 
[Minister of Health, Education and Arts, 
Interim Government] 

The Hon’ble Sardar Vallablibhai Patel 
Member for Home and Information 
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New Delhi 
I November 1946 

Dear Lord Wavcll, 

In some recent appointment cases my attention has been 
dra\vn to an Office Memorandum dated 10 August 1946, issued 
by "the Secretariat of the Executive Council” regarding the 
so-called Patronage Lists [See enclosure]. 

2. To my mind, the term “Patronage List” is a reminder 
of tfte rfayy wAroJr A'sd Cons*’i‘effi3Tr^A’j', roo, 

IICS; Financial Adviser, Military Finance; served in Bengal, 1921-28 and 
thereafter in various posts under Finance Department, Government of India 
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die term seems to be most inappropriate. far as I can sec, 
die appointments lall into two categories— diose vesting in die 
Govemor-GcneraJ in Ids discredon and odicn vesting in die Go- 
vernor-Gcneral-in-Council. All, or at any rate a large majority 
of appointments covered by the abovc-mendoned memorandum, 
seem to faU m the latter category and I have been carefully con- 
sidenng for some time die best way of dealing with these. 

3. I do not think that even under the present (but in die 
coiitc.\t of present-day conditions, rather out-of-date) Rules of 
Business it would be appropriate for a ease of appointment to go 
from an Honourable Member to Your Excellency for sanedon. 
At the same toe I feel that it would be unnecessary to trouble 
the whole Cabmet with the t^arious appointments. I would, 
Aereforc, suggest that the appointments referred to in that memo- 
anointments which arc dealt ivith bv the 
Selection Board and the Establishment Committee should go udth 

to -Member-in-Charge to a smaU commi- 

n discussed in die department or the 

Sekction Board or the Establishment Committee, as may be ap- 

recommendadon of the Department or the 
f ^^^blishment Committee would be consi- 

1 f bj^he Member-m-Charge and thereafter the proposal would 
frith dm Cabinet committee. In accordance 

coJmito procedure, the minutes of the Cabinet 

commttee imU, of course, go to Your ExceUency- for approval. 

liiipc asking rny Secretary to prepare a summarv' on these 

the Gabhiett^^I flTthark woto perimssion, before 

oroDDsal that th<- p <- 1 , 1 - V- ^ natural corollary to this 

the Deoartment nf th ^ n Officer should be placed imder 

the Department of the Government of India. 

in his d^etiorf vesting in the Governor-General 

ShirfC^Sers W 

the oroDosed Pahi‘r.^’<- Excellency' should refer such cases to 


HU EacUency Field Manual VUcomt iVaveU 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 



ENCLOSURE 


Government of India 
Secretariat of the Executive Cbuncii 
New Delhi 
10 August 1946 

[Office Memorandum] 

The undersigned is directed to forward to all Departments of the Gov- 
ernment of India an Order made by H. E. under the provisions of section 40, 
sub-section (2) of the Ninth Schedule of the Government of India Act, 1935. 
I. H.E. has considered the report of the committee set up to examine the 
so-called “Patronage lasts”. He agrees that the lists should be shortened and 
made simpler, and he approves the proposal that only the following classes 
of appointments need he referred to him in future: 

Cat^ory I 

Appointments carrying a monthly pay (or a nuTimu m pay, if graded) 
of Rs. 3,000 or over. 

Category II 

Appointments of the principal representatives in countries abroad of 
the Government of India (at present designated Agent General, High 
Commissioner, Representative), if they do not come under Category I. 
Category III 

Appointntents carrying a pay (or a maximum pay, if graded) of less than 
Rs. 3,000 and not less than Rs. 2,000 per month, if the appointment 

(a) is made by promotion and an act of selection is involved; or 

(b) is ordmarily made by promotion when, in any individual case, it is 
proposed not to appoint by promotion; or 

(c) is made by deputation or transfer; or 

(d) not falling within class (a), (b) or (c) above, is made otherwise 
than in consultation with the F.P.S.C. [Federal Public Service 
Commission] 

Category IV 

Appointments in the Secretariat, not falling within the above categories, 
down to and includmg Deputy Secretaries and officers of equivalent ranlc. 

2. H.E. agrees that the decision in regard to categories I and HI may base 
to be reconsidered if there is a revision of pay scales. He also agrees that in 
regard to categories III and IV, his sanction ts not required in the case of 
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temporary or officiating appointments for a period which, either alone or aggre- 
gated with other temporary or officiating service of equal status, does not exceed 
six months. 

H. M. Patel 

Joint Secretary to the Executive Council 

All Departments of the Government of India, 

G. G. (Public) and G. G. (Reforms), 

Political Department 
Copy to F.P.S.C. 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
13 November 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

H. E. asks me to let you know with reference to your letter 
of 1 November that he will speak to Mr. Liaquat Ali EJian as 
soon as possible after his return from his tour, about the propo- 
sal that there should be an Appointments Committee. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. E. B. Abell 

The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
28 December 1946 

Dear Lord ^Vavell, 

“y you dated 1 November 

9 I raised the quesdon of an Appointments Committee of tlie 
Cabinet. _ Abell’s letter of 13 November stated that the quesdon 
IS as airaiting your discussion ivith h-Ir. Liaquat Ali on your 
return from the _ Frontier. I feel that it is high time diat we 
came to a decision on that quesdon and would be glad to know 
What the present position is. 


Yours sincerely, 

^ Vallabhbhai Patel 

Ills Excellency Viscount AVavell 
New Delhi 
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The Viceroy’s House 
" Neivr Delhi 

30 December 1946 

Dear Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel, 

Thank you for your letter of 28 December. I am sorry I 
did not have an opportunity of discussing the Appointments Co- 
mmittee question ^vith Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan before I went to 
England. He is coming to see me on 7 January, and I shall 
speak to him then about it- 

\V3th best wishes for the New Year, 

Yours sincerely, 
WaveU 

The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbbai Fatci 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
7 November 1946 

Dear Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel, 

I discussed with you and Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan last night 
the need to control (he Press. I am sure u’C mast take urgent 
action and I hope you will go into the matter at once. I see 
that the contents of Dawn today arc by no means helpful. Pro- 
bably the best remedy svould be a gentleman’s agreement, but if 
this cannot be secured we must clearly consider legal action, which 
would of course mean enforcing the law against the Press of all 
parties. 

I am sending a similar letter to Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan. 

Yours sincerely, 
IVavell 

The Hon’blc Sardar Vallabhbbai I^tcl 
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_ 7 November 1946 

Dear Lord Wavell, 

Many thanb for your letter dated 7 November 1946. 

papers °f tapanant netrs- 

^mider the ^ Sunday 10 November 1946 to 

“rS ta rtbeXr* ‘ha co-operation of the 

P^lZPbZc tun^^f <hc cens? of inseenriv 

not expect that f ^ hg^,■eveT, confess that I do 

attitud? of would emerge. The 

pro^Sivl^eteriorty- of that tj^pe has been 

stimulus provided bv “upro\ing even under the 

cleverly Sed aL ^ 

lence to thfM^Iims conceived mcitement to vio- 

happened in Bihar T rlr. Tnf ^ retaliation for -what has 

of the Press tvould* at all" be he^pfiS of this section 

come to^e same^-Sew^whidiT^^^^ ExceUencj^ has now 

ing the desirabilitv of takine aS regard- 

outpourings of cominiirml ^ respect of the continuous 

ged\ by^ 11 ^ 0^41 Pr^ and hatred which is being indul- 
recent unfortunate hap^eni^J^ "" responsible for the 

Yours sincerely, 

Wlc T-. Vallabhbhai Patel 

His Excellency Field Marshal Lord Wavell 
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i\ew iJeliu 


Dear Lord ^VaveU, November 1946 

the C^Sie^T^^tiM meeting of 

should keep Hon’ble tnade that the Home Department 

P Don ble Members apprised of such infomJation as 
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it gets regarding communal incidents. You expressed the view 
that information on the subject was mainly in the Home De- 
partment. 

2. I have had this matter examined. We have two sources of 
information, the Intelligence Bureau and the Provincial Govern- 
ments. The Intelligence Bureau gets reports from Central Intelli- 
gence officers, who in their turn obtain them from their own 
sources or from Provincial Government officers. These reports, I 
am afraid, arc rather sketchy and, being second-hand, sometimes 
confusing and not quite accurate. Also, there is an element of 
hearsay, and occasionally they arc contradicted by the same 
source at a later stage. I do not think that any useful purpose 
will be served by Hon’ble Members seeing any reports of this 
description or a statement based on such reports, 

3. As regards Provincial Governments, our main source of 
supply is the Fortnightly Reports which are sent to departments 
and presumably each Hon’bfe Member sees these reports in due 
course. These Reports reach us regularly and even when they do 
come in time, the information will be already much out of date 
and is only infrequently in great detail. 

4. Provinces are under no constitutional liability to send informa- 
tion of reports of public order to the Central Government. 
Bombay is the only province which appears to send us prompt 
details. We have not yet had, apart from the summaries in the 
Fortnightly Reports, any account of the riots in Calcutta, and 
only recently- we had a very incomplete report of the Noakhali 
disturbances. Up to the present we have not received any report 
at all from the Bihar Government. In fact, my information on 
these disturbances is based on the copies of Governors’ telegrams 
which I have been receiving from your office and on such other 
news as I get from the present non-official sources. The Go\’ernoTs'‘ 
telegrams are already being sent to all Hon’ble Members by your 
office. 

5. By the courtesy of the Defence Department we receive copies 
of die reports prepared by the Director of Military Intelligence 
on the basis of the information which is received from the 
military commanders. 

6. In tliese circumstances, no useful purpose svill be served 
by our circulating the reports which sve receive in the Home 
Department. The report prepared by the Director of Military 
Intelligence could be circulated direct to Hon’ble Afembers by the 
Defence Department. I, hosvcwr, feel diat the position in this 
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respect is most unsatisfactory. It is here that we are not -interested 
m the day-to-day administration of larv and order in the provinces 
but m emergencies, particularly those requiring military aid, 
we cannot be entirely disinterested. We should, therefore, have 
etai ed daily reports from Provincial Governments. As far as 
1 can see, there are only two methods of obtaining these reports 
which are hkely to be successful. Either the Governors should 
e as ed by Your Excellency to send daily reports or the Defence 
iJepartment can ask for such reports from Provincial Governments 
properly to assess and discharge their responsibility to 
ard civil power in dealiilg wth public disorder. Either of these 
would have constitutional sanction, and it would 
thus be possible to supply other Hon’ble Members promptly with 
accurate information on this subject. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

His Excellency Field Marshal Lord Wavell 
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7 November 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

nzmldaZt^ ^^“5^ of 5th instant about the film 

in the narE * remember seeing something in this connection 
%vith the ago. As I have hardly any contact 

are exhibit^rl ^L knoivledge of the films that 

momine contact you on the telephone since the 

drawn his objections to^th^H™^^ Governor had idth- 

tor-General of PnUr^. ^^®Patch of the letter to the Inspec- 

The Chief Secretart ^vithheld since 1 October. 

"•= to otftr you „y g„„r„° P'™' 

since we UsTmet'^a/'n^v™ further deteriorated 

met at Delhi. Bihar seems to be still in the grip 
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of fury and frenzy. lam deeply concerned over the reduction in 
diet that Bapu has already made, and stiJl more over the reports 
about his likely fast. I earnestly hope that he will not take such 
a step. Believe you arc using all possible Influence to dissuade him 
from doing so. 

Trust this finds you well. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. B. Pant> 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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RAIMI’S TELEPRINTER MESSAGE TO SARDAR PATEL THROUGH API 

Madras 
13 December 1946 

QUOTE RAJAJI SENDS THANKS TO SARDAR FOR MESSAGE. HE WANTS 
SARDAR TO ARRANGE FOR SUITABLE RESOLUTION OF CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY FOR REFERENCE OF QUESTION TO FEDERAL COURT. 
ACCORDINO TO TERMS OF HMo’s STATEMENT IT IS ASSEMBLY THAT HAS 
TO EXPRESS A DESIRE FOR REF TO COURT UNQUOTE 
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15 December 1946 

My dear Sir Stafford, 

In my last letter I gave you some idea of the amount of 
strain that was being put on us at this end. Since then events 
have happened one after another leading up to our being invited 
to London for discussion. The climax was reached when Jawahar- 
lal returned almost heart-broken. I had no intention of writing 
to you, but I could not resist the gentle pressure of Lady Cripps 
who induced me to give you some idea of our feelings. 

When the invitation came, our first instinct was to decline to 
accept it. But the Prime Minister’s appeal and his assurance in 

ILLnister of Home ABairs, Government of India, 1955-61; member, AICC, 
1916; UP Legislative Council, 1923; member, CongreJS Worlung Comsuttee, from 
1931; General Secretary, All India Parliaroentary Board, 1934; elected MLA 
(Central), 1934 and Deputy Leader of Congrew party; Premier of UP, 1937-39; 
member. Central Parliaroentary Board and Chairman, UP Parliamentary Board; 
ChiefbCnister, UP, Apni 1946-Jaiiuary 1955; Home Minister, Government of India 
and Deputy Leader, Congress ParKamenlary Party, until death on 7 March 1961 
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repl) to our cable created a feeling in Pandit Nehru’s mind that 
rehisal to accept the imdtation may be regarded as an act of 
disMurtesy: and he left India fuU of hopes for a message of good- 
wu and s^-mpathy, but be returned sadly disappointed. He now 

IrJ- u of harm that has been done 

to India by his hanng accepted the in-vitation. 

We have fhll appreciation of your difficulties over there. But 

i must franMy wnfess that there is very little understanding over 
ffiere of our difficulties here. You caUed the League dele^tion 
mere at a time -^shen there %ras some realisation that ^ioIence is 
^me at which both parties can play and the mild Hindu also, 
^vffien driven to desperation, can retaliate as brutaUv as a fanatic 

settlement was reached Jinnah 
g t the mvitation, and he was able to comince the Zviuslims once 

^ ^OTC concessions bv creatine 

trouble and \Tolence. 

ffiverf [GbcKh] has, I believe, after his return to [London], 
g^en you some idea of ^vhat has happened here and I need nol 

had been^ri* ^ only say that if strong action 

"Direct 4cHn n°S>.^ here, when 

16 A.!n?Ti* 5 t- ^ j feed by the Muslim League and when 
16 August V, -as feed as a -day of demonstration in Calcutta. 

’TOui?*lS life and propert)- and blood-curdting events 

Tbo Viceroy here took the contrary 
has ^ *¥ “Great Calcutta KiUinr’ 

Duttintr r. ^ cction of cncouxaging the Muslim League and 
putting pr^sure on us toisards appeasement. 

wheffi^er^wr-^^ 1 ‘lo °o^ l^ow 

has b"en H K of the amount of mischief that 

With 1 ^ ®^^onient and by the subsequent debate. 

Enaland and T ^ build a bridge between 

contribution 'T joint efforts — and you knol^' my own 

dcnce '’bout t’ p ^o say that the sense of faith and confi- 

meat ft Britain that v.as created by our settle- 

collapse dissipated and the bridge is about to crack or 

that_ Bengal Muslims can draft the 
a monst'oitc nr * ^ amazing. Do you tliink that such 

accepted by tiic Hindus of .'\ssam, 
siS iol W of vholcsalc forcible convcrl 

no idea o^ the ^pc e^nd forcible marriages? You can have 

Idea oc the resentment and anger caused b.- your emphash on 
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tins interpretation. If you tliink that Assam can be coerced to 
accept the domination of Bengal, the sooner you rid of tliat disillu- 
sion the better. What can we do to satisfy the Sikhs who have 
admittedly been unjustly treated? If they frame the constitution 
of Assam in such a tvay as to make Assam’s opting out impossi- 
ble, what is the remedy in your statement? 

You know that Gandhiji at the age of 77 is spending all his 
energy in the devastated Hindu homes in Eastern Bengal and 
trying to recover the lost girls and faring back those forcibly 
converted to their old faith. But he is working against heavy 
odds, and I have great apprehension that he ivill end his life 
there in this fruitless mission. He is surrounded by a very 
hostile atmosphere. In the event of his death there in these cir- 
cumstances, what svill happen no one can say, I shudder to think 
of the consequences. But the anger and resentment of' the whole 
[of] India wll be not only against the Muslims, but also against 
the British to a large extent. 

You must have seen ivhat Jinnah has said in London imme- 
diately after the debate. He swears by Pakistan, and everything 
conceded to Jiim is to be used as a lever to ivork to that end. 
You wsh that we should agree to help him in his mad dream. 

I am sorry to write to you in this strain, but I frel sad over the 
w’hole affair. You knoiv ^vhen Gandhiji ivas strongly against 
our settlement I threw my weight in favour of it. You have 
created a very unpleasant situation for me. All of us here feel 
that there has been a betrayal. 

The solution has notv been made more difficult, nay, almost 
impossible. The settlement can Only be made if there is no 
outside interference and the parties left alone. The Viceroy 
tvould not give us peace and he and his advisers are all pro- 
Lcague. We have to tvork through them. It is an impossible 
situation, hut I do not know whether you will be able to do 
anything in the matter. 

Hope you are doing well. 

With kind regards, 

Youn sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Stafford Gripps 
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Board of Trade 
Millbank 
London S. W. I. 
21 December 1946 

My dear ValJabhbhai, 

1 ’^Tiling me your frank 

tf rni" Isobcl [Lady Cripps]. She v.'as so 

thnlled by her visit- to New Delhi and the great kindness tliat 
she received from you all and your daughter cspcdaljy. 

realise our dilBcuIty in trying to struggle 

w • '1'^ complex situation and to do what it is best and 

vrnat IS nght. 

au'are of the points that you stress in your 

^ them fully in mind in the discussions which 

are no^v gomg fonrard on this side. 

mnei r i’clp and I am 

Sd ^a^c^°"'’ “^ebted to you for your wisdom 

have any doubt or hesitations about our 

Dost:ih1(»° \t^ through with our programme as quickly as 

but bp ?• sometimes seem to you to wander off the path 
but be patient vath us! ^ 

ficatinTi^nf*tb^-f,^° there may come a clari- 

derinff thp b ^rid in the meanis’hile v,-e shall be consi- 

we eln t ;«th the object of seeing hov.^ best 

of djsturba^r/»°"^^J ® independence ivith the minimum 

ot disturbance and suffering, 

Ne;\' Yea^ >our daughter my warmest greetings for the 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
Stafford Cripps 
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New Delhi 
20 December 1946 


My dear Vallabhbbai, 

I have just arrived and I send herewith a 
lal with which I was entrusted. I have also “.’'f 
message Tcom Gandhiji wliieh I shall commumeate 
I have finished the meeting of the Staning Finance Committee 
which may be after 5 o'clock. More when we meet 

^ Yours affecuonately, 

Asaf [Alii 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


enclosure 

mahatma GANDHI’S NOTE 

T • • -f w^ll Er a eravc mistake if the Constituent Assembly 

la my ^ U.gue, M toe > 

::r or:J“ to .ke mw,™ 

frame a constitution of independcnc This will be an 

that may be represented at Assembly as it is at 

honourable and consistent posi matter 

present constituted. There should W advised bv mC is taken up. 

more constituent assemblies ^ j „cept under the aegis 

No other such constituent assembly can o 
or me Briliih Government whih. die I.I.w fto.oni m 

Govemmen. t^.h h. ^ • 

except through a terrible strugg P P 

violent or non-violent nature. .—.i/en of the British 

, ree, 1.0 ma. .he Oongre.. cm. :i“-:„7rtoL toto 

Government about grouping, tf >* Constituent Assembly. 

» ..cede to die Congrem Scdic.e by . pr<e 

The Congress has no power save the moral to P 
vince or a group such as Sikhs. 


Srirampur 
17 December 1946 
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Dear Sir John Col^iUe, December 1946 

Oabb« which l“feelTodd“be”^klru?i “ *= 

we<»l- Thf. a 1 tai^en up as soon as possible this 

Se^etai^ of ° compensation for the 

proposed, and I alsoTSS Secretar>- of State has 

made before 1 Januar>^ f ^47 ^ announcement should be 

or two before T Ipft frP u 1" ^ proposals were received a day 

Home Department in co^mtir"^ ^1“ “a^idered by the 
have already indicated my vie\v^ \ T departments. I 

^ould be o^ its way to Scents ^ It^a" 

"s?t H t state, 

time to consider those vietvs if ^7 f ^tate should ha%'e some 
Cabinet. From this point ofliet V J accepted by the 

our reolv to tlie r* nie essential that 

t iTrfX: wtf'" 

itr2h,g''Sita'’pXS m a? 1,“ 

to the Pre?:t; in ti^JT rru- r /-r ^ (jo\emnient m regard 

a letter &om Lord iS^S^XThrS 

rcpXX^taXSe ““”“”=1 matters. 1 wrote to him in 

latter had adfised that XS SJXdS ?a“ 
would not be advisable and^ 

ordinance. Ar thT imfL ^ ^ suggested the L^sue of an 

the urgent- of tSs t^rat in wew of 

ahseotS which 

vreeks. since then and T r i ' - ^ v<eek or so. It is now two 

laved.' The .s nmmcir ,. on^diif^cuV^°“ °° 

wth p. s V rPnVstP c; ^ subject is, I understand, akeadv 

agrees, I 

at the nest meetint^ of the (ih discussed 

oi tne Cabmet due to be held on the I8th, 
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or a special meeting of Uie Cabinet may be called a day or 
two later. 

Yours sincerely, 
V. J. Patel 
H. M. 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble 

Sir John Colville, GCIE, TD 

Acting Viceroy & Governor-General of India 
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The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
16 December 1946 

My dear Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 

Thank you for your letter of today’s date. As 1 write the 
Home Department summary about compensation for the Services 
has not yet readied me, and I shall reply separately about it. 
2. I have kept back, from this week’s Cabinet meeting the 
proposal relating to the issue of an ordinance to control the Press 
in Chief Commissioners’ provinces, I wished to make myself 
familiar with tlic background of Uiis matter and required a little 
time to study it as you will agree it is an important and serious step. 

I feel Uiat control of tlic Press by ordinance is a most deli- 
cate matter, and I should like to have your opinion as to whether, 
in view of the meeting of the Central Assembly next month, it 
would not be sounder policy to achieve the same object by the 
introduction of a Bill. If you feel that a discussion about this 
would be of any use, 1 shall be glad to see you at any time. 

I have directed that tlie summary be returned to the De- 
partment so that the ordinance may be finalised. Apart from the 
desirability or otherwise of issuing the ordinance, I do not feel 
tliat the Cabinet should be called upon to make a decision on a 
matter of such importance until it has before it the proposal in 
exact and final forrn. 

Yours sincerely, 
John Colville. 

The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
17 December 1946 


My dear Sir John Colville. 

Many thanks for your letter dated 16 December 1946. 

2. I understand there has been some delay in the Home Depart- 
ment about the submission to you of the summary regarding 
compensation for the Services. The summary is now in the 
Cabinet Secretariat and I hope it will reach you some time today. 

3. As regards the ordinance for the control of the Press, Lord 
^Vavell in his two letters sent to me prior to his departure himself 
commented on the urgency of taking action against certain 
papers. The matter had been referred to the Legal Ad\isers, 
who felt that under the existing law any prosecution or demand 
of security in respect of material referred to them ^vould be inad- 
visable, as such action, apart from involving delay, 'ss’us not likely 
to be sustained by the courts. 

4. In the meantime, at Lord ^Vavell*s suggestion, 1 convened 
a meeting of the editors of important local newspapers and 
members of the Central Press Advisory Committee and informed 
them of^ the mischief that ^vas likely to result from the almost 
unrestrained manner in which certain papers w^ere publishing and 
TOmmenting on news of a communal character. As a result of 
the discussions, the conference evolved a code of volimtary restric- 
tions, wMch we regarded as inadequate, but to ^vhich "sve w^ere 
prepared to give a fair trial. That code has been in operation 
tor a month, and already wx have sufficient material to establish 

at t code is not being obser\’’ed either in letter or in spirit 
by some ne5v*5papers. 


5. takmg of po'^vers by ordinance to control the Press 

IS equ^y distasteful to me. In fact, in my speech to the AU 
n a i'eivspaper^ Editors’^ Ckmference, I emphasised the import- 
nce o mamtaiiung the liberty of the Press, though I stressed at 
obligations which that Hbert>' involved. In 
T 3 u can afford to give more latitude to 

V prevailing communal tension in the country 

- ft from the path of responsibiHty and 

rectitude is likely to cause untold harm, I feel that the frkdom 
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of the Press will have to be controlled as a matter of painful 
necessity. Both the Govcniments of the Punjab and Bombay 
have been representing to us about the urgency of taking action 
against certain papers in Delhi. In fact, it was the letter of the 
Governor of the Punjab that prompted lA)rd Wavell’s second 
letter. In the Punjab, the Muslim League workers are reported 
to be drawing up a programme of ‘Direct Action.’ The Govern- 
ments of the Punjab, Bihar and Bengal have had to meet the 
emergency by promulgating ordinances and taking action against 
several papers. Unlike these provinces I liavc restricted the 
provisions of the ordinance strictly to communal matters. The 
need for an ordinance has been felt in Bombay also, but the 
Bombay Government have held their hand so far, as they feel 
that unless and until some action is taken in Delhi, whicli is 
tlic main source firom svhich poison spreads to other centres, any 
action in Bombay is likely to prove inadequate. It would not be 
desirable to ivait for the Assembly session ivhich will probably 
not be held next month and the legislative programme of which is 
already overcrowded. The situation requires urgent and swift 
action. Apart from this, the emergency, I hope, will be of a 
temporary duration and an ordinance might cover the period for 
>vhich control might be necessary. Any prolongation of the pre- 
sent position ^vould only add to the prevailing tension svithout 
being in any way beneficial. In these circumstances, I personally 
feel that the ease for legisla tion, and that too at a very early date, 
is unanswerable. I would therefore repeat my earlier suggestion 
that the matter may be taken up some time before the end of 
this week, 

6. I understand that it is the usual practice for the Cabinet’s 
approval to legislation being obtained on general lines and then 
for the draft to be finalised by the department concerned in con- 
sultation with the Legislative Department, If Vour Excellency 
feels that a different course should be followed on this occasion, 

I have no objection, and I would instruct my Secretary to see 
that this is done as expeditiously as possible, so tliat Cabinet 
discussion is not held up on this account. 

Yours sincerely, 

V, J, Patel 

His Excellency the Riglit Hon’ble Sir John Colville 
Acting Viceroy & Governor-Genera] of India 
The Viceroy’s House 
New Delhi 
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The ^^icero)^s House 
Nevr Delhi 
19 December 1946 


2kly dear Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 

^ I am sorrj’^ that I could not reply earlier to your letter of 
17 December. 


2. I have been in communication v,ith Lord "iS'avell about the 
case of compensation for the Services. I am now informed that 
Lord "iVaveU is returning early nest ^veela and that immedia- 
tely after Christmas Mr. Arthur Henderson. MP, Parhamentar>- 
Under-Secretary of State for India, 'isiU come out here in order 
to explain more fuUy to you the position of the Secretary- of State 
in this matter, and the proposals vrhich he has made and to hear 
in person your -views. I think therefore that it would be weU not to 
taiie tl^ ^tter in the Cabinet until Lord ^Vavell returns, and 
until the Lnder-Secretar>' of State has had the opportuniU' of 
meeting you. ^ 


3. In the matto of the Press ordinance, I aeree that it is 
des^ble to deal v,ith this in Cabinet as soon as possible; and 
I thjefore propose to call a meeting on Monday next I under- 
stand from_ Mr. [I. I.] Chundrigari that he is likely to have 
an Item which he urgently -ivishes to be considered and this mav 
come at the same meeting. 


The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
John Cohille 


Lawyer aad i£ui!i= 
InrOTii Goverameni, 1S4S-47 
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J^aja Road 
Dehra Dun UP 
15 November 1946 

Shriman Vallabhbhai Patel, 

Jai Hind. I am taking the liberty to write you only beca- 
use I know and am sure that your goodself shall pay necessary 
heed to it. 

You are aware that the Hindustan Scout Association is the 
Only organisation that can raise the Indian j-outh from communa- 
lism and provincialism to a much higher plane of true nationa- 
lism. 

I feel confident that if proper steps had been taken to spread 
this movement in the country, we would not have seen the plight 
of Bihar, Bengal, Meerut etc., engaged in such deadly communal 
riots. 

Yours truly, 
N. K. Jain 
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New Delhi 
18 November 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 15th instant. 

The question of strengthening the Scout Association or utilis- 
ing it for purposes of restoring and maintaining communal peace 
is a provincial matter, and the Central Government cannot inter- 
fere in it. If you think that the Scout Association can raise the 
Indian youth from communalism and provincialism, you can 
prove it by example which you can set in your province and not 
by arguments. National Guards, which in some provinces the 
provincial Governments are raising, is not a rival to the Scout 
Association, and if the Scout Association c.Tn prove that its utility 
is greater than the National Guards, I am sure the provinces 
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would rcaddy welcome that organisation, but today, in tlic pre- 
sent atmosphere, many such organisations have proved ineflccdve. 

Yours sincerely, 
ValJabhbhai Patel 

Narendra Kumar Jain Esq. 

Asst. Dist. Scout Commissioner 
Dehra Dun 
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x\c\v ueim 


26 November 1946 

My dear Pantji, 

Development Department 

fff r ^^46 addressed to 

the Department of Information and Broadcasting, suggested that 

as an experimental measure the Lucknow station of AIR should 
be placed directly under their control so that in the Heht of Se 

experience pmed they might consider whether i shotdd ta^e 
over control permanendy, ^ snouia tai.e 

Aprt from the fact that this temporary transfer involves the 

^plUTndof b *<= -'I 

equipment and of broadcasting pohcy, I feel that it would be 
particularly mappropnate at the present juncture to raise the 
issue of Central versus provincial broadcast^g. ComSuScatio^s 

Sret^TdeaTafi^r a"nd we^fS 

shoSd t: ^oir r 

conditions, it might be inadvisabirtrdistSh^?’ 
which aU broadcasting stations in ^ position under 

from the Centre. I hope therefor? controUed 

the matter for the prS f ^°P 

to that effect. ^ d, if so, please send an official letter 


The Hon;ble Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 
Prune ilmister of UP ^ 

Lucknow 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Kashi 

15 December 1946 


Dear Shri Pateiji, 

** introduce to you Shri Khushal Chand Jain, M. A., 
of Kashi Vidyapith. The institution itself, I am sure, needs no 
introduction. Founded in 1920 by Mahatmaji, it has continued 
to serve the country all these years and its professors and students 
have always been in tlie forefront of the fight for freedom. Wc 
shall be celebrating our silver jubilee on Vasant Panchami day, 
27 January 1947. I am sure you arc interested in the progress 
of the institution. We shall be very grateful for a message of 
goodwill from you. It will also be published in the Commemora- 
tion volume we intend to publish on the occasion and be a 
permanent record of your appreciation of our efforts in the cause 
of national education and political emancipation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sampurnanand* 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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25 December 1946 

My dear Sampurnanand, 

I have received your letter of 15 December through Shri 
Khushal Jain of Kashi Vidyapith. I hope you will find the 
foHosving message of some use: 

I congratulate Kashi Vidyapith on its silver jubilee. The institution 
was one of the first to bear the unmistakable impress of the national 
awakening and struggle which followed the disillusionment after the First 
World War. Since it has throughout made a valuable contribution to the 
struggle for freedom and its staff and its students have always been will- 
ing to respond to the needs of the hour, no institution could have better 

t Education and Labour Minister in Pant Ministry after independence; succeeded 
Pant as Chief Minister, UP; Governor of Rajasthan; Sanskrit scholar 
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claims oa the sj-mpathies and support of the 
Kashi Vidy-apith all success. 


public, and I 


wash 


The Hon'ble Mr. Sampumanand 
Minister for Education 

Government of the United Pronnccs 
Lucknow 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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[These two notes embody the substance of conversations which took 
place between the JiuJer of Bhopal and Jawabarlal Nehru at CbikJod, BbopaJ 
State, on 21 and 22 April 1946. The conversations lasted over six hours in all 
and covered many other subjects also, noUbly the international situation, which 
are not referred to in these rtotes.] 

The notes were hastily dictated soon after each talk and 
hence there is much repetition iti them. The first note, dated 21 April, 
was meant to be given to the Nawab and was in fact given to 
him. The second note was meant for my personal use only. But 
when I was asked if I had prepared any note of the second day’s 
talks, I decided to hand over this also. I gave a copy to Shuaib 
Qureshi.* 

During the conversations the only other person present was 
Shuaib Qureshi. 

JawaharJa] Nehru 

Bhopal 
22 April 1946 
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Tliis note was prepared for my personal use only and was 
not intended to be handed over. Tliis fact mfgiit be borne in 
mind in reading it. 

If any incorrect statements or Inference have been made in 
it, I shall be grateful if a correction is sent to me. 

Jaivaharlal Nehru 

Bhopal 
22 April 1946 

* Muslim Nationalist who became isdvuer to Nawab of Bhopal and tool poli- 
tical office In Pakistan after partition 
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MORE ESPECIALLY IN REGARD TO THE S^LALLER STATTS 
units ^ 

SI R-I- of these sJler 

S oS ^V to unnecessary compli- 

dealt with later ^ secondary and should be 

iuder^dtr^rS'.-"^* ‘"f '■-‘^tnental issue today was one of the 

from India as a v’ T ^ I- ®^ory form of British authority 

tlie wnthdrav/al of^ States. This smuld include inesdfably 

Once tSs^; -eluding the States. 

emphasis on this rrima * ^t is desirable^ therefore, to lay 

P ““trthuprunary and fundamental issue of independence. 
h.vo » oS, '’■‘“ “'“ - - 

can bs divided intn t- ^ to them. Broadly speaking the problems 

problem - 

Another aspect of this n^r i ^ say the independence of India, 

bo boll, ^r“‘ '■ “= «.d of r^„„„ 4., „„J„ 

include the chances thaf ^pect of the States problem especially v/ouFd 

them into the national strurJ^ riccessitated vdthin the Stales in order to fit 

- o. 1, 1,. 

extent the two arc intertwined. ' national aspect, though to a large 
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ITRirT-NT IN INDIAN STATES 

•n.. y- >- 

imtcture of »ndrp<^dmt India. It may at tfiis atage in any 

•« <• - "-“-r ro, u. .o -‘If" ■:rr b, ^ 

d«tiU b«att»e tliwc mattm «nl M'C . proceed 

A«^b1v -.1.0 O.., • »’■ 7^ 

is the objective of independence, n-^tlon The rest can be left to 

sutus and equal standards of democratic organi . flight 

be decided by the Constituent ^ do orUe for consideralfon 

accompany it. NoTrtlicless. many othrt 

even though wc mig^*! 1'^'"'^ ° might mould the 

haw some blueprint of the the exact limit of the interim 

interim period accordingly. It i* dimeu to f.xj - ^ ^ 

period. Usually a year is suggested for i . •„ ss-orld situation 

more. But in sdew of the inevitabiht) o mp' ^jl be much long" 

„ ...U „ in Indi., i. 1. bisl.1, .nliUI, .„dU. S.d. 

than a year unless catastrophes os’crtahc us m desirable 

catastrophes may liaiten the end of the pm E ^ p„iod 

in any event for ihU interim period also to be ’ y it j, not desirable 

of real transfer of povser to India f™*" Uw, though some legal 

to fi* the nature of this changing peri » generally speaking 

changes might be made easily and lh«c m.ghtjielp, hu J 
it will be a flexible and continually different, leading up to 

much the same as it is but the practice is Constituent 

independence. During this interim l^iod ,bc 

Assembly be drawing up a constitution aspects will have to be 

whole Indian States problem in its natio ^j^^t the Indian States 

considered carefully by all the parties jndia. 

and their people should have a fitting an of autonomous 

U has been said that the Indian .be units. h«t 

™i... A vc^ .„gc ».=>.«rc of J, b. . weal or di.>.^ 

the Mn-alion, if i> i* te"”" ^ number of .nbjeeO " 

Fedemrion. I. may b= • ’ in regard -o defence 

coneeened bu. it mart be a „^ier,tion.. t.ri», ™i»»”>d 

and allied eubjecn, lucli a> eaieroal a ai , Federac.mi <m 

oneeeney. The Federation, in other -nri. i. 

r::;trit'ir;r;i.:a:ion^^ 2-, rtrci-id-.- «"f7“ 

Indian freedom and independence S federating unit 

J„.t a. the 'f.“ „”“Vo»eX"XVTO- » Fceertart 
must be organic and not a lo y 
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more than the other, for if a unit is not organic it is not a unit in the real 
sense of the word and its administrative and economic machinery- cannot 
unction efTectKcly. What must a umt of the Federation be? It must have 
si^CTent r^urccs in terms of size, population, rc\-cnuc and othenWse, to be 
able to maintain modem standards of social and economic welfare. If it is to 
ave ail equal status with other units, as it must, it must have a political and 
gnomic structure which is in harmony svith the structure of other um'ts, for 
obviously If it conflicts there will be continuous pulls in different directions with- 
in the Federation. It is recognised today that the structure throughout India 
- cmocratic and must aim at the well-being of the people. There may be 
minor vanations between the internal structure of one unit and another, but 
m essentia s there will have to be a large measure of uniformity. This will 

' of large-scale planning svhich is so 

essential ,f India is to make rapid progress in raising standards of living. 

It IS diffi^t to say how many of the c.-cisting States are capable of forming 
umu of the Federation as they are. It is, howes-er, clear that only a very few 
oHhem can be considered, in their present form, suited to become units of the 

T' n TT ^ do^on to about 

swT 7 Aiyari has stated that the number of such States 

t U^!' "-"ber is not important 

the^ahil-t ' ♦ i/^ “iportant is the qualification of such States and that is 

nroi« '' .f 

Tot m^dT l"" M » 

and obliXr rgauon; it should be a pris-ilege to v.hich certain qualifications 
and obligations m r^ard to standards and methods of admimstration attach. 

cannot f ^ ^ States 

V They cannot, it is admitted, 

^ in me am. y\-hat then is to happen to them? 
be big moush ^ongst themseh-es so that each such group might 

an effective unit of the S(mTt'^^’'^- 

the country, more esneciall ' "p certainly possible in many parts of 

States T>o--ihlv t “ I^JPutana, Central India, and the Maharatta 

hmSer ^ L It must be remembered, 

organic grouping, other.-Se^rrfot^'iJ'l^-r* has to be an 

numblTft^tettfJttleft™ ’T " 

out. Obviously, these small States cannot 

I-a-.v Member, Madras ^^17-18: Ad%'ocate-Geaeral, Madras, 1920-23; 

Conference, 1939-32- 1023-28; attended London Round Table 

Counol for brief period i935-42; Member, ViceTO%-’s ExecutiVc 

- li^2; reappointed De-.».*an of Travancore, 1942-47 
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ferment in INDIAN STATES 

function for themselves in any \s-ay at all. There . p gt^tes can 

other than absorption’ in some neighbounng nn.t. Groupmg 
only be effected when such SUtes arc contiguous. ^ p3„ed a 

Some eight >Tars ago the AIMndia Sta^ pj^^tion of India. Ttw 
resolution in regard to States and the prop , , .^st in population 

has been calle^he Ludhiana Resolution and it la.d s.-as 

and revenue. Since then many resolution was then 

considered afresh last January at Udaipu . 

. c . have a sufficient 
‘‘This conference is of opinion that only su ^ standards of 

population and revenue to be able to mamtam ^ join 

social and economic welfare shou primary consideration 

as such in the proposed ° Ludhiana resolution which 

must be people's welfare and population of 20 lakh* 

laid down that only those States should be 

of people and over, or a States forming autonomous 

examined from this point o vi , . i considerations, 

units in the Federation fulfil these fun^ standards 

“The smaller Sutes which are provinces. ^^Tiere this 

should generally be absorbed m the n ^ ^thcr r«sons, a 

is considered feasible and necessary fo province, 

measure of autonomy may be provinces suitable provisions 

In States so absorbed in. or atuched * ^ 1 dignity and 

should be made for the present Rulers and 

petition safeguarded.*’ popuUtion 

It is to be noted that stress is laid standards of social and 

or revenue but on the ability to “^'^resolution is the suggesUoo 

ccoaotnic welfare. Another notable fe^ure state within » 

that a measure of autonomy might necessary for cultural and other 

uaiu -n.. d^r. of .1.0 SP..o> ..y o " 

friendly to the Princes, as far provisions 

States absorbed to a larger un> position safeguard • . 

present Ruler, and their personal d.gn^ rJ^Pcoples’ Conference m 
That is the present policy o of almost eveiyonc vi 

to this matter. It would appear to be tn pu 
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tZ It - -Ot a 

d°;ng anything vAich tnay be disagreeable to the Rulers 
^^ed but of foUcr.v-ing the inevitable logic of events which no one can 

at a UtnZt above, this question should be considered in its details 

f ? larger issues are at 

concerned n Z ^“estion arises, it svould be unlair to all parties 

cause this W ZZ obsnous implications. It v/ould be unfair be- 

be^ :-lU.1ufcLr 

these changes v.ill affect the St^Z ^ tire commg over India and 

also that iLio a ^ test of India. It is clear 

mih- thoush it ^ ^ together and develop a certain unifor- 

Som^tf the '-^tiety and distincth-eness. 

them and the-/ mkht v-di°^ traditions and a historical background behind 
can onlv be n f tesers-e that idendty and tradition but even those 

des or to obs^nin ft, • ' ’ Z° “to conflict tvith these tenden- 

life. Democratic insft^ ^ and to shorten their 

the shape that Indi' "I Z ^ ultimately 

» s.,.= ,l..e S „T7- “ “ ■>»'•“> I' P»'P'' “f 

' ill regard to j ~ P^ple of seme provinces and others 

aad vrill still more'^^aSet ^^^th^ movements have aflected 

rest of India. There is nn r Pwple of the States and the 

conclusion; to line up ^vithoT^ ■‘•.-isdom leads to only one 

Obstruction is likelv to be hj. fit indeed to lead them, 

vidual (»acemed. It i? — -ut cause and to the indi- 

States tvith their srv-H ‘»ses probable, that particular 

MS - A, '""L ”>■ ,oi« » 

■f i. - . ™'r “’>• •” 

national de^velonment T 7 , r nio»enient of the Indian people for 

of. 

to-ge of all v,-ho heln in hr? • - ^ greatness and progress tvill be the hen- 

part in the India that is voinc-' J Z “ ^ hentage but can play a notable 
greater and more hoaouxabl- if thes- P«5tion can in reality he 

toeir present position. ” ^ capacity and the will for it than 

’This note has rather straved frn-r» 
toaded. But it is dificult to separ-te Z 

from the others The hr^A r ™ entirely one aspect of a large prohlan 

If >“'•>« “p> to '•>■- 

^°d a small part of it. It is desirable to proceed in 
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the solution of this as of other problems in ® ^od dLmX 

Oeruinlp noUiing sbouid be said j Ibis 

but at the same time one cau.o. '»;?« '‘'J ^e Ireat auabeuins of die 
eeaUty includes many factors. “><. 05 * S ____ 

people of the States and the growng and m 

full and equal sharers in India’s freedom to com . , policy full of 

Umt tbey^are going to be ignored or bypassed is obv.oinly^ i. 

dangerous implications. This factor has ways 0 r Ministers, 

has been sufficiently recognised by many Prmces and m^y 

Though there are 560 or 601 States in Incha ^ others 

of the bigger States. The smaller States ^tat later stage 

and, therefore, their problem can well be comi c tenns of reality, 

when the compulsion of events makes peop e t ^ ^ jstar future of 

Among these events is the major one of the mevi — owth of democratic 

the withdrawal of tbeBritish po^ver from India and the gro 
institutions and some form of responsible goii’cnim British Cabinet 

The position taken up on behalf of the Prmcm 
Delegation in regard to Indian mdepen welcomed generally in 

power and authortiy as \bcll as paramoun cy there is some 

so far as that goes. On some oth« that the pri- 

differcnce of opinion. But it is fully “qjj that there can and must 

mary issue ha.s been put first and dealt wi i tsucs arise they should he 

be unity ofopinion and demand. As and when o the Princes and 

dealt with in a friendly and that a great deal of agree- 

thc people’s representatives, and it is highly ^ the cause of 

ment will emerge. The approach can on y common objec- 

India as a whoTe, of the Sutes and their people "‘‘I' 
tivc it should be possible to find a common pa 


lavraharbl NehrU 


C 2 nklod 
Bhopal State 
21 April 1<H6 


™KT,.b. NOTB ON CONVE« 

v,ns with the 

Yesterday and today I bast had l«^*y the future 

Bhopal in regard to the problem of the j the Chamber ^ 

of I^dia. He spoke to me. as a rufr. himself to anythmg 

and as such he wa, a little city he was prcT-«l to go 

Sometimes he would add that m his personal 
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much rmthcT but he ^^•aIlted to carry others ^^•^th him and this required tact- 
ftd handlmg. He emphasised on several occasions, and I agreed srfth him, that 
^ e nmjor issue \s-as Indian independence and the rest v/ould follmv. On that 
isme he said that the Princes have put up a straight front, I appreciated tHs, 
whatever the reasons behind this attitude might have been. 

^^’hen tve discussed other matters there tvas a great deal of reluctance to 
yee to ^>thmg tvhich seemed to limit the rights and privileees of the 
Pnn^. Of course a Federation ss-ith common subjects had already been agreed 
P S c\er}’thiDg u’as rather vague. It was admitted that the 

^ eral Centre would be the supreme authority regarding the common sub- 
J<^. But the rest is-as supposed to be almost entirely in the domain of the 
States, or at My rate no commitment at this stage v.-as liied. The reason for 
this pa^y the fact that there was doubt as to the nature of this Federa- 

°“^^"deration or tivo, one Constituent Assembly 
V * ^ I concerned I made it clear that I \v 2 s proceeding on 

the basis of one Constituent Assembly and one Federation. 

tntn It,,. ^ surprising suggestion was throtsn out: that the States should 

the Chamber of Princes. This 
noifrf Tr"' ^ -as not used. I 

and rath^ r , ^ “ucepiion appeared to me to be v.-holly stTong 

wo^rt t“T% it suffered from, it 

Ztt !, sub-federation not even geogxapbieallv connected 

^ parts to an enoimous 

central Fed^tV become a unit, much less an equal unit, in the 

on. The point ^^•as not pressed and v.-as only casually mentioned. 

erouDino’ of i3:ientioned was that there should be regional 

fZr«“s^ m a unit of the Federation. For tHs too 

I eiqires^ my dislike for more or less the same reasons. 

FederSS^!-?’ '' tbe States to join the 

imits, for smalleTsmS'^^l^^ States to jom as 

ted and then form a unit oZ°'^f ‘behalves together if geograpHcally so situa- 
in some existing umt. ’ remaining States to be absorbed 

during wHch “alters, such as the pr^aratoiy period 

representative and -v up to the common les-el of democratic:, 

^^,Te Ht^ “ the rest of 

tion by the Constituent Ass^br^’f*^ framing of the Federal Constitu- 
points there .-as 

and yet 1 repeatedly assured tlit ^ and approach between us, 

the final objective, i e. th^ h -u- ^ difference in regard to 

termed, a greater Tn^;,’ g up of a great Indian nation or- as it was 
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Pnparaioiy Period: This^ refers to a par with the rest 

to bring up the administrative structure o were 

of India. It was pointed out to me ^ .^^31 that any attempt to 

so backward and so lacking in tramed u failure and would 

establish full-fledged responsible government wou ^ preparatory period 

delay progress. It was necessary, there ® introduced and 

during which representative institutions cou 
the people trained in their use. It was sugges 

Ruler should have considerable authority. T e pen ^ jj^it of 

diflierent States and some might hardly require 

artcen years was suggested. backward and there 

I agreed that many of the States wer niaterial within the 

might be difficulty in the way of finding sm a should be a closer 

State to start with. That indeed was a reason ^ ^ 

union with the Federation which would help m 

reason for avoiding backward areas to remain iso pulled up- Several 

A backward area attached to a progressive area v,here they were, 

backward areas grouped together woul «mp y r^ ^^ponsiblc gosemment 
Also it was not really possible to tram peop Without responsi- 

without casting responsibility upon them even a continu- 

bility they develop only the agitational period to give full 

ous conflict and difficulty. It might be poss , . prevent misuse. A very 

responsibility, but at the same time to have so ^^hening of the States people. It 
important factor in thepresent situation was the ^^^p^rc 

would be almost impossible to maintam it i, highly probable 

very unfavourably with those of the rest o _ sprne shape or form 

th 2 in some of the major States responsible iu ,ptne Slates the 

might be established in the near future. restive and would refuse 10 

people of the other States would that the tem^ 

LbL to .ny fo™ cf autocue rok. ^eiug .» '•P“' 

of change in India, whatever the future m ^ ternpo- 

and inevitably the States would have t.vpressed eve^ 

•nre result of this taffi was 

sympathy for change in the StMM eminent 

with the government. But he ^ fjl t«P«« 

a preparatory period was and v.t>uld not ^ .auJl 

was not possible m most of the St fur the 

of the people because it wou ^ jjJ.jp towards 

,.MLnwhile.bowe^-er, steps sh «W 

Interim PmWr This mfo« period during ;h.ch -t « 


group 


refers .0 «h^ "_jpd during 

»tobu;;;u;™.-;r uto “ 

Q interim n.sHw'"' 
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Chancellor B (Bhopal) wanted to have no constitutional relations with the 
interim government though he hoped that there would be friendly relations. 
As there were certain common interests he suggested the formation of an advisory 
committee consisting of, say, three representatives of the Rulers, presumably 
nominated by the Chamber of Princes, and three of the interim government 
This advisory committee would consider matters of common concern and 
would advise the Viceroy who ^V‘ill still function during this interim period as 
Cro^vn Representative. The States, however, had made it perfectly clear that 
even during this period British paramountc)^ must go. This did not mean, 
according to him, that paramountcy should vest in the inteiim national govern- 
ment. B suggested, however, that he was prepared that a decision in regard to 
common interests may be left for the time being to the interim government 
and its legislature provided that there was full consultation tvith the princes 
prior to any such decision especially in regard to policy. It might be men- 
tioned that the common subjects at present are: 

(1) customs tariff 

(2) salt tax 

(3) any other form of central taxation affecting Indian States 

(4) railway policy 

(5) air communications 

(6) trunk roads 

(7) posts and telegraphs 

(8) wireless 

(9) currency and coinage 

(10) commerce, banldng and insurance, so far as the matters affect both 
the States and British India 

(11) opium policy 

(12) Indians overseas 

(13) Leape of Nations, presumably now the UNO, and its ancilliary 


« 5 t f would be highly desirable to associate the people of the 

es wi t s advnsory committee during the interim period. To this B would 
th ^ ^ expressed sympathy svith the idea imderljing it. He said 

that only governments could he represented in such a conum-ttee. Indeed it 
.. ^ °° Hotter to represent State Governments because of the 
conBxctmg mterests of some States, such as maritime States and others. 

enmmitte,. f would in form continue but this advisory 

tive. Indeed^tr^r supposed to advise the Cro\m Representa- 

deratiof Representative should be eliminated from any consi- 

deration of these common subjects. 

the interim Presumably this department ^vould continue during 

the mtenm penod though some of its functions might be transferred to the 
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advisory committee. At present the Croj^ R'P Department. This, 

sum he likes from the Indian revenues Legislature, I said that the 

1 am told, is a non-votable item m the ««« B did not know 

interim national gove.mmcnt roust have a s:^ mncem him or the othra 

anything about it and said the roattcr i could do what it 

Princes. So far as he was concerned the rote. g 

chose in rcgaid to it. Political Adviser during this 

I suggested that it would be desirable consultation 

mterim period to be appointed by the m government did not 

with the interim government. B sai appointed in cons a- 

comc into the picture and the Fohtica would, of course, wan s». 

tion with the Princes or their rcpresentativ . eminent. The 

one who was also persona grata wit * “ various parties concerne . 

realiy was one of informal consultation betwe^ ^^^gement during Bie b ‘rf 
would be difHcult and undesirable for any jj jeal Department and 

interim period. Alter this period both m far as the States 

Political Adviser would presumably go, a 
adhering to the Federation were conceme 

Th, objection ,o .he !»«.!» q„„„ Rcptcecot.ti.e »» 

•ppoioimeo. of the Political Aovt.er « • S 

tSicd by B a. eetabiitbins ao “■'‘“"'’V.ke St.W. »ch 
"Btititb Jdia- in maticr. pceuliatly tei. 

• • « Rilled* m _ A serious 

matters, question of deposition o there . ,j be 

p„babiy ..be da™, .be ^“^^“td .bat ™ 

complaint against a Ruler s con u question had -ntion 

formally placed before ^ ^““the fear of pTrlmountcy 

importance except that it brou^ acvelopment of a kind P 

Irom what they call “outside an ^ 

by the ‘ntcrim government. raised immediate y 

CoamWt ^rrrmW^.- Wen ‘bis Jiatm It 

question was put: Is there EO-g t<> b^^ ^.emhly em«gc^^^^^ 

dieacuU to decide till the picture .ipn? I ^ ^ „ould draft 

there be treaties or instruments jt^icnt Assembly of the 

whole problem on the basis o one g" „Vrtain fu*'***- 

the Federal constitution* It wo , mieht well couW tc 

constitution of the federating Ko federal units. 


the Federal constitution* It wou micht wcH lay -ould be 

constitution of the federating «”*“•. federal constitution 

mental aspects of these local conMitutions. J clc. TT*- 

framed without a certain unanimi fundamenta r ^ 

Tba.aairo™i.ywoai.i»>-^'Xr:. m.;- »« 'f»"r-d.er 

question of fundamental Princes) gave nsv intervene 

formally agreed to by the Ch „mcnt would intcfl'^ 

Dae. Uti. ieaa that .be lederai Covcr.m™ « 

S.C.-111-22 
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m matters of local concern like law and order ctc.? I said that the proper 
course seemed to me when the Federation objected to any infringement of 
fundamental rights or provisions of the constitution, the matter be referred 
to the Supreme Court for its deeisicn. That seemed tic proper method to 
deal with any such conflict. This tvas not interference with the unit’s powers. 

.\s for treaties or instruments of accession I could not quite m.akc out 
where ties- came into the picture at all. States joining tlic Federation came 
m on the basis of the Federal constitution and ceased to have any distinctive 
feature as the State as opposed to a province, 

B said uiat the Princes have taken no decision ye; about joining the 
(^nstituent .Assembly except that they have said that they might join it when 
they saw the full picture. He himself w-as not sure whctlier it was desirable 
or them to jom it to begin with or to svait till a later stage. He asked me 
what I would prefer in the matter. I said tha. I would not like any 
impulsion to be exercised on a State in regard to joining the Constituent 
Ass«nbly. I would like the Sutes to join provided, of course, it in a 
^suion to funaion as a unit and provided also that it was prepared to 
brmg up us administrative and other machinery to the common les-el. 

The quesUon of representation on the Comtituent Assembly u-as consi- 

rT qt and if the 

people of the States were not direcUy represented there would be trouble. 

Bsaid that the prevailing idea among the Princes ssas that only 

^vemments could be represented but no definite decision had been taken. 

*te picture of the Constituent Assembly before 

elected memH» ^ a measure of representation from 

r arranged L Indeed .here 

^ dc&mtc trcnci in tins direction *TTitc u i 
, j -u T - T ^ Aflis Vfould apply only to such States 

as had such legislatures. But mr^f ^ 

-t, J ^ i^ad them. The 

leadJ of the ^ Government either to appoint the 

<S7e oLtersi t ^ “^ers to 

a panel to be chot tht‘“ "" the government, or for 

Government n,;at,t I, ^ ^ elected members out of svbich the State 

come in where a Statr^°mo7Sn^ of representadon could only 

representative in the ConsdUient 

would be that one- if pvo government official 

one Chosen from^ ffie -‘i 

for elect, representation, ^ccording^B, 7^7 rsnirs^e:^ 

X pointed out that ever sinr^ -j 

been placed before the country stress had u Assembly had 

represented by their elected ^ alis'ays been laid on the States being 

-P o> their elected representatives. In 1942 the Nadonal Congress 



FERMENT IN INDIAN STATES 


339 


had rejected the Cripps proposal] inter alia on thia ground. There was no 
doubt at ail that the Congress would adhere to that position. Today the States 
people, of course, were very anxious about it and I could not imagine their 
submitting to being represented purely by the Ruler's nominees. B said 
that the situation today was different from what it was in 19-12. In 1942 
the Rulers had opposed Indian independence and more or less lined up with 
the British power asking it to preserve their interest]. Now the States stood 
for Indian independence. They wanted to give up their association with the 
British Crown completely. They relied on their own people and their fate in 
future would be linked with them. Therefore the previous divergence had large- 
ly gone now. Then again, be added, the Constituent Assembly W’ould deal with 
the Federal constitution only and not with internal matters affecting the States. 
Because of Uiis he thought the interest of the States people would not be so 
great. He was afraid also that States peoples’ representatives might put up 
a very poor show, through lack of competence, in the Constituent Assembly. 

B added, however, that as he hoped the Princes would consider the 
principle of some representation of the elected clement, in the manner indrcated 
above, no great difllculty would remain. I said that it might be possible 
to bring in the elected clement with mutual consent but I was quite clear that 
on this issue there would be much heart-burning and trouble if any attempt 
was made to bypass it in any way. It had become a vital test for all of us. 

B added finally that he had licen speaking to me as Chancclfor and he 
was unable to commit himself more because of that in regard to the many 
matters that we had discussed. He wanted to assure me, however, that all the 
Stales were fully aware of the vastnesi of the issues at stake and of the in- 
evitability of change. In fact they were taking steps towards that end even 
now. They had already done a big thing by lining up with the demand for 
India’s independence and the elimination of the British. He hoped that we 
would all avoid argument about details and bickering over relatively small 
matters and concentrate on the bigger issues which would lead to the greater 
India of our dream. 

Jawabarlal Nehru 

ChiUod 
Bhopal State 
22 April 1946 
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HubU 
18 July 1946 


Dear Friend, 

As the Deccan States’ Union is in active formation, I thought 
it advisable to place my views before you [see enclosure]. I shall 
be glad to know your opinion on the subject. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. R. Diwakar 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


ENCLOSURE 

SOME ASPECTS OF THE UNION OF DECCAN STATES 


[Bjf R. R, DiwahMr] 


1. The Backgrou’Kd: 

The Constituent Assembly includes 93 representatives of States in India, 
out of a total representation of 389 for the tvhole of India. 

The Cabinet Mission has declared that paramountcy is going to end. 
The actual words are: It is quite clear that with the attainment of indepen- 
dence by British In^a, whether inside or outside the British Commonv.calth, 
the relationship which has hitherto existed between the Rulers of the States 
and the British Croiv-n will no longer be possible. Paramountc>' can neither 
be retained by the British Crown nor transferred to the netv Government. 

The States are proceeding on the assumption that sovereignty vests in 
them as soon as the British vrithdraw from India. 

At the same time, all the small * 

. mail ijtates at any rate, have realised that 

th^_ cannot amtmue to be independent units in any ^vay and that even for 

efficient administration on modem lines, the>' have to combine. 


meef^' States People’s Conference in its 

^ “ September 1946 has laid doim that an administrative 
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Tiie Chamber of Princes, having realised that small Slates ought to 
combine if they want to survive, have made certain reconunendatioos regarding 
Ibrming unions. The Political Department of the Covemment of India is of 
the same opinion and has expressed frankly its opinion through the Residents 
iri the respective States and through Mr, Herbert while he visited the Deccan 
States. 

The Cliambcr of Princes has appointed a Negotiating Conunittcc to 
negotiate with the Constituent Assembly (before the entry of the States re- 
presentatives), with the Congress and the League. 

It is yet not definite as to what is going to be the proportion of 
representation as between the Princes and the people of the States, when State 
rcprcicnfitives arc sent to the Constituent Assembly. 


The total population of all the Deccan States is about 2,800,000 and 
revenue about Rs. 1,60,00,000. Out of the 18 Deccan States, about 12 have 
now decided to form a Union. 

Kolhapur, which is the biggest (about 11,00,000 population), Afudbo, 
Savanur, etc. have not yet decided to join for various reasons. 

Tlse uniting States seem to have decided to do so under the guidance of 
the Political Resident. The meeting of all the uniting Princes was held in 
Kolhapur under the Presidentship of the Resident. The Dewans met and 
discussed and have now decided to set up a Constituent Assembly to forge 
a Union Constitution which is supposed to be based on full responsible govern- 
ment with a Board of Princes at the head. What that Constitution is going 
to be like is yet to be teen. The Princes and their Dewans arc seeking the 
support of Congress leaders for this plan. 

The question is: Should the Congress or its leaders support such a 
move? Some of the Congress leaders and workers seem to say that since it 
is a forward step, it should be supported and thus say that since it is bound 
to come, what is the use of opposing it? Let us fry to make the step as 
progressive as possible. 

My humble view is that we should not cither consent to it or encourage 
it. If possible, we should oppose it and see that it does not materialise. 

Apparently it is a step forward in the direction of giving more power to 
the subjects. But, this union should not be viewed from the point of view of 
immediate gains but from the point of view of long range policy. 

My reasons are as follows; 

1. All the areas sought to be brought under one administration are not 
contiguous. There will be a number of islands separated by long stretches ©f 
non-union territory. 
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said areas arc not homogeneous. TJicrc arc Kannada and Marathi 
respectively P‘'°PS''Iy belong to Karnataka and Maharashtra provinces 

‘‘ impracticable the plan com- 

monly for the union area. 

tv ttnr'” “« PopviMion for 

people and at the most a crorc of revenue. 

The revenue would be saddled ^vith the civil lists or privy purse, of a 
dozen Princes who have been living in high style. 

Praia IVT ^,1 i u Peoplc have never been consulted so far Many 

Praja Mandals have already declared themselves against them. 

the pe?p"e wS T"" ‘^“tiny of 

people. ' neighbouring linguistic areas and 

Imne wTtTpIoLTed 

the people. One does not V responsible government given to 

consolidation of the n • • ^ government will take, mile the 

.. « .«. - 

no«„.Zo •» 

Io'^°PmcT imperial interests more efficiently^Tan^now? 

Nobody knows the LtuTof T® " the parties in India, 

arrangement which is bound to hTtemforatT" 

not eJ^efeo^enf J^^ders do 

parts of India. It is a differs t ^ union or any similar imions in other 
our opinion against them. " matter if such umons are formed in spite of 

1 ,.,k, „ ^ ^ 
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Poona 

22 July 1946 

by you, wi.h suanbarno DaC I wen. and .e. 
Bapuji InPanchganl on the 20th. States’ 

during our talks regarding the formation o Deccan 

Union and in pardadar 8 XTa priitotAip of 

States peoples to be held at Aundh under P^'"' ' 

“;:p;ir:ii\rir;nb\prp,e^^ 

"g:;:.’ u.“’in "oTS rrmadon"™ the Union svhen be 
goes to Bombay next sveek. Deccan 

After our talks svith Bapuji wc j. siiankarraoji, 

princes and tliey have decided, on the advice 
to meet Bapuji during his stay m oon . ulj attend this 

Bapuji has also adwsed that the pn 
convention of the peoples at Aundh. It is most 
princes will accept this advice. ^ tliat you come 

In view of all this I V ‘ j^ent in the history of the 

and help us at this most cn i j. people and 

Dcccan States. Both from 
the princes I would again urge you to accept 

With respects, Yours sincerely, 

Apa Pant^ 

Tl.e Hon-bk Sardnr Vnllabhbhni Pntel 
Bombay 


. • --.j ..nn-rn-ooeration movement in 1920; 

memJt? A^C Stale “f " 

UAUI no. High Comm-.net fot Ind.a 
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Shivaji Nagar 
Poona 
23 July 1946 


Dear Sardarji, 

lone T ‘^^^hanged view's for a 

Pant h^d hi . n^- I Sjt. Apa 

tion ^vith the t° Mahatma Gandhi in connec- 

I harstttL !f P'^°Pl«’ convention, 

ull InarTd' bv r“ vr draft constitution of the 

as well as^he e r submission to the princes 

the princes haf1°^^*^tt,° summaries of the con\fersation which 
Aundhwasakn^ ^ Jawaharlalji and yourself. The Raja of 
much impressed at our meeting. Alahatma Gandhi ^vas not 
his c^^p^oS of fc?'^ 

some of tlip ’ onveyed the gist of our conversation to 

S™ ,L •'^ representative:,. I suggested to 

Shta svtat? r personally ?nd hear 

from Panchgani 8 o clock 'when he returns to Poona 

told t Xu'sS'te ““ 

express their view- nn th so that peoples’ representatives may 

to attend Z ^nveTtr^^ proposed union. He would like the princes 
so. GancSyi“rirai°l 
aod gtdding the people Z the h^^S 

p - ™Se 

We propose to fe unT7. He^'-rs on the scheme, 

of AucnSt Sit 4na^P to you in the first week 

connecTon. I am comT 

27th and shaU stay there^for° morning of the 

^Maharashtra Unificatfnn r connection wth the 

Umncation Conference. I shall see you personaUy 
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then and talk over the ^ 1 no J you 

that you were a little indisposed. sjt. Koranne 

1 am sending this letter as well as Apas wt 
as the postal strike is still going on. -- • 


Yours sincerely, 
... ... 


Sjt. Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

r , hr Deccan States, assembled 
TTic meeting of the Rulert and ® p«, t>-as wry kindly 

at Pcvma on 29 July 19 tC at ® jf forming a Union on 

present on inviution, resolved that the e ,hould be 

the lines proposed in the Ministen* report or on any All-India States 

L P»di. JawatoUl N*™, r-.*- “■ 

Peoples’ Conference, for hi« advice and sugges lo convey this resolu- 

,=..v.d .h,. Sj.. Sh.pv.™ji Deo .hould -.n. 

tion lo Panditji and ascertain his reaction. 

TU 


Bhawanrao 
(Ruler of Aundh) 

R. S. Pant Sachiv 
(Ruler of Bhor) 

V V. Yargop 

(Dewan, Miraj Junior State) 


W. T. Patwardhan 
(Ruler of Miraj Senior) 

Matojirao 
(Ruler of Phaltan) 

J. L. Sathe 

(President, Rtecutlvc Council, Sangli) 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
Camp, Wardha 

■ ^ i'A” 

FROM THE REPORT 

T1\TS OF THE PARTIGIPA-HNO^^ 

(APPOINTED ON 22 uP A 

arrangements FOR setting ^ojjstitution 

rmuin..'"' Rou.” 

TR. D,c»n S..... 0,»p. -..dioE KO.E.P- 

Estate, consists of 16 Stales. c,,.,* is 7,323.86 sq. miles; popua lo 

The area of the remaining 3„d a half. 

15,88,579 persons; and gross reven 
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They from Bhor Stale in the „etll,.„esi to Savanne in the eonth. 

beginning from the 

pain. — - — - 

pretentl”, ‘"uto'J^r “■< "• 

tional’ '*■ ‘"•'’’’“h 

pteitippases not simnl T° hHogelhcr, thi. Mvidnaiity 

are implieit in the persoL co'nutT 

on the fundamental *a^^ * sehrae tyaa proposed to be drawn up based 

vote’ and ’ehairnmnship o^e b"” .7RXty’''rtma" '' 

i^™oIrr.ra“n ''T“““vee of all the Eulers who have 

ur. s:Wu”f;ee^”^^“*'-;”-'^ —e wl„ draw- 

Union Shtte and of S suteeut k“ a' 

mittee wll also frame teris f administered by them. The corn- 
body and will « f V ° reference for the constitution-making 

“=*“ 

to eo into th^ « *• ^ committee has been further ashed 

in a%uitahlf:irr°:;^',“^^ r^resentatives of the people 

to submit its rennrf t fi, i drawTng up the constitution and 

tion-maWns bo^ ill ^ 

making body ,vill be set up immediately afterwards. 
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reaaer Koaa 
Bombay 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Rulers o/ the°Dec^n™an^*^^^ 

n Jplp. toSein“ “fT" “ Taj Mahal Hotel on 

Deccan States which we b t, connection wth the Union of 
bad the piS PfPPPfhg to form. After we 

we had a tall: with Maha'^^r” dU"- Jawaharlal Nehru, 

of which tvas publSe^T Ae" nil'-” 

tne fiarijan and the Times of 
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India and might have probably been noticed 
has very kindly agreed that I should again see ii 
10.30 ?m. and it is my 

connection. I am fully conscious how difficult juncture 

and Pandi^i to spare some time for us at i ^ 

when the CongreTs is engaged in \ 

admiration of the whole country. Mr* ‘ Union has 

have told you how the progress of our in 

been held up for definite and conclusive advice and gu 
the matter. , . ... me 

I should therefore be very grateful if you^ tj.e'^maucr fur- 
an opportunity to call on you and ^oday or tomorrow 

ther before you leave for Delhi. Any time today or 
will do, as may be convenient to you. 

I shall not at all muid if it is not p,eoccn- 

me an interview this time. For, 1 luiiy 


pied you must be. 

Please forgive me for troubling you. 
Interview, -I shall be accompanied by my 
K. V. Godbole. 

With assurances of deep regard, 


If you grant me an 
Dewan, Rao Bahadur 


Yours sincerely, 
Malojirao 
[Ruler of Phaltan] 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
68 Marine Drive 
Bombay 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 


Phaltan 
24 August 1946 

ihop7you remember that 

a? bSv - Wr 

the liberty of endoting heremth. j have 

the drJar letter, dated 1 ' ““'fter copy «f ■« "> I"-”- 

my brother Rulers. I have today sent an 

ditji also. 
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2. As you very kindly indicated in the personal interview, I 
hope to have your and Panditji’s written advice in the matter 
of our proceeding with the formation of the Union of the Deccan 
rates on the lines of the tentative report, a copy of which was 
presented to you personally. 

With assurances of high respect. 

Yours sincerely, 
Malojirao 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 


ENCLOSURE 


CIRCULAR LETTER ADDRESSED BY THE RAJA SAHIB OF 

phaltan to his brother rulers 


My dear Shrimant Raja Saheb, 

On Rulers and Representatives after meeting Mahatma 

Gandhy. on 28 July, had again met together on the next day morning and 

Mahatmaji passed a resolution seeking further 
Dern? ‘l^'^^ion of forming the Union of the 

T n!* question has naturally remained in a status quo 

know P A‘ •'•> Other Rulers I was therefore naturally anxious to 

remind^” resolution we had passed, or in the alternative 

r °T f had time to consider our proposal, 

cn route '^'n ii Panditji was making a brief stay in Bombay while 

hLTn Bomb? V ^ hare chance of meeting 

^ "s PmsTT ‘he published reports of the Con- 

waTrat l e a ‘he reason why I 

Tan^ to h T '"‘Sht not be able to agree to sec me. But- 
in-K I It h- “nd kindness-he readily agreed, and accord- 

t^o Deo 1 d -‘d ‘hat Mr. Shankar- 

TtSk twT"‘L hint. But he was inclined 

siblc covernme t"°^ ^^‘‘i’atniaji had indicated, full respon- 

thitlc nZ, e •“ -‘-h State by its Ruler and 

that thi- would''" ‘hey so wished. In reply I explained 

‘i<‘>-y -d tliat the same results Would 
the Dc-ean Stai "h'oh we had in mind c'pcci.ally since in almost all 

ttWchWWlWtrd . r" ^'^""hative Assemblies, the elected element in 

> b.cn aslrcd to dioosc the people’s representatives for the 
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o nn^itiou of predonunatmg irajo- 
constitution-making body, tv bo would ocwpy represcntatbes of the 

rity in that body. It would thus be , j autboritatnc opinion as 

States an opportunity to eacpress a consi j further cx- 

to whether they would like to have t c —rthodlcal way of ascertaining 
plained, vvould perhaps be a better an members of the consti- 

the real wishes of the people. For in cir position to express the 

tution-making body, they would natural y c important issues in- 

people’s view, as they best means of solving 

volved in the question and also with all the 

casual and informal consultations wi h ^ P P ^1,,^ mal 

SUtes participating in the Union, would hardy .etthng the 

view. To elicit that, they must be faced -th the ^.dequate 

future fate of their States, as “S,,,maii on this subject, the 

understanding of the opinion expresse ^ It was also not impos- 

pcople arc apt to look at our proposal w ^^I^t feel tha 

that Z people in the few by ioinmg the Union; ^ 

they should not be deprived of their p ^ uiclmed o 

the general opinion of the people in all th respective small are^S 

think that the prospects which if their States joined die 

would be lost or ro a considerable extent mmi^sed.^ ^^^ 


woutd oe lose, or lo . ‘>^%7rir^s;bVeLiiy 77"^” 

proposed Union. But. as a matter o a , and the 

X few years’ time - Umon But sus^-s W 

in each area equally certain rirevail among people 

doubt, lito d.0 ubove would — „d 

of rospoudbiUty und “^Xc quorW it » tbrougb d.o 

„Utiog to the pmblm. I ,tenucl.» »“•» ;" ,„ .ndude *0 

the people an opportuni y of course, be favourite 

constitution-making body. 'V system— which i* Union 

village community or P-^^^^’^might -or-end ^ 

theme-in the constitution which proposal ^ ^ 

State. But I importuned him a judgment o • ^ ^ 

roughly examined before the P7°mind that our States jy they 

.ated that it had to he horn m mm^^ , ^rres^m^'*^’ 

Htted as separate units m th increasing ^ P^ 

would not be able to meet the which 

Another aspect of this tbh. Ihe J^^^t rest 

was perhaps the most ® f jjl the States m ‘he advantage 

unique opportunity to the P-P^'/^^his was perhaps a great 
ponsible government at one 

^ „ .Hid. I mud. dudn. 

2. On hearing the .vbov<^ would be no harm P 

said that he too Uiought that there 
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circum.,tance3 which I had mentioned. I told him that all 

Zy. H I T‘' T "■“ P-ued I therefL 

Z ZT Tt ® "'"y *“ ‘f’o douhls and apprehensions of the 

ZrZ '‘t th" Z°'' ^ judged only on its 

. o IS le agreed; but added that, owing to his very hea\y pre-occu- 
pations at the moment, he tvould not be able to wite immediately. He would 

wheZ ^‘0'“ "’^0" he 'vas comparatively free, I asked him 

hat t - “*f of ‘his after a few da>^, to which he replied 

that It would be better if that were done. 

t Bi™' T ‘f"! ''*”'*‘"5 ">’ »lih Pa«<li.ji. But tvhen procuetCug 

V. lubhbta, Put^tU^ ,u this counuctlou, if p„„ib,.. v<,„ i„„„, ,,, 

to J™ "'“ '2“l *■ •*“ Surdar Sahib waa goad onoogb 

know is lit ^ Sahib, as you well 

U . t^t hil t ’■* f" ■>» Sutte. when w. 

MU^dT h'^'- " "P'>' >■' “--M 

i'anditji and give his considered view aftei a . i. 

were both e.xtremely bus>-. ^ 

td ^ZZZ'^ ‘o appmach the two leaders through another important leader 
inter^eTi^ Shankarraoji Deo, tvho had helped and 

proro?e1beZ“"A Mahatmaji, Panditji and Sardar Patel, to 

Zhe IT °o -<3ouy It was learned 

St'ri t -»~svr;L:iSs 

T yT ZrZ ^^ove and have hastened to 

Mr Lnka^oZ'“l ‘^oubt anxious to hear from 

ZZZ^Z f " will communicate wnth us 

rboZh? I would not hazard any guess 

Neti °f 

^Vitll kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
Malqjirao 
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New Delhi 
29 August 1946 


My dear Raja Sahib, , , 

I have received your letter of 24th instant along with its 

After our last meeting at Bombay, I concerned 

Press from which it appears that ^ ° formation of the 

have passed a resolution against the p P ascertain 

Union of Deccan States. I have t at the earliest 

Panfitji’s vic%vs on the subject but h ^ 

possible moment. I, however, feel t .iiT-miffh the Praja 

aVhmg ..gatet the popular will expressed through 

Mandal. 

With kind regards, 

VaUabhbhai Patel 


Hk Highness the Raja of Phaltan 
Phaltan 
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Phaltan 
14 September 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, , o September from 

I have been favoured regarding the question 

the Hon’blc Pandit Jasvaharlal Neh represents 

of the Union of Deccan States. I am s grateful 

the joint views of you both. I can gave me m my 

to you for carrying out the assuranc ^.jews expressed 

personal visit to you in Bombay impress of the 

by Panditji in his letter clearly bear t P ^^dtude 
saltation of you both. I am fully with my bmther 

in the letted I shall now take "P the m. ,d„ee. 

rulers and I feel it wll be up to us 35 j 
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I shall never forget the kindness and courtesy which you have 
shown to me personally. The stress and strain under which all of 
you have been working for the past few months only heightens 
our admiration for you. 

With renewed thanks and deep respects, 

Yours sincerely, 
Malojirao 
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Bikaner 
Rajputana 
22 July 1946 

My dear Sardar Patel, 

You mil remember the talk ive had in Bombay a fc^v daj-s 
ago on the question of display of the flag of the Indian National 
Confess m the States by the Praja Parishad workers. I also 
mentioned to you at the time the settlement arrived at in 
Mysore State m 1938 between the Government of Mysore and the 
State Congress through, I understand, the medium of Mahatma 
n yourself, in which you played such a prominent part. 

i nave since then been giving a great deal of thought to this 
important question, a satisfactory agreement in regard to which 
f ^ opinion, solve one of the major problems which 
confront a 1 the States of India and one over which there is so 
much unpleasantness and conflict between British Indian leaders 
and btates Governments. 

^ affairs is actively 

1 • , ij^ way of the establishment of those cordial relations 
whch should east at this all important juncture beween the States 

motherln L ^ patriotic son of our 

ton <!trn "^1 of India at heart, I cannot 

ng y urge a speedy settlement of this matter. 

T been prepared on the subject which 

snec^-r °f View of the States and 

a me ^ a ° show that the tricolour flag cannot be taken as 
a mere party flag and thus may be ignored 

arri\^ Mysore State ivhere a special settlement was 

vniir rrnnA (T; ^^P^ tile case of Bikaner State also you will use 
g o ces in evolving a satisfactory formula acceptable to 
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FERitENT IN INDIAN STATES 

• • fhf recent announccinent 

both parties, particularly m v»c>v of . and I 

made byme^in regard Arrange a meeting 

sincerely hope tliat early steps ^vTU be a , and ourselves, 
between one or two of the eminent Congr 

6. 1 would at the same Umc s'JSge quesUon 

most speedy way of /'^-onsbting of two or three 

that a committee may be appointed j, order to arrive 

Congress leaders and a few acceptable to the parties 

at a formula which will be ^ . yje^ be appointed 

conccmcd. Such a committee should, m my 

as early as possible, as the longer its 

question the greater the difTicultics which come m 

solution. . „„ .i,;, question on 

7. If however you- find it possible Vsirable. I have 

an all-S tales basis, it would also j. Bhopal, Chancell<^ 

consulted His Highness the Nawab a , , jj in agreement wi^ 

of the Chamber of Princes, and His satisfactorily 

the view that this question should be discu 

*®**^'d. trouble arose over the 

8. As pointed out by me in our a * which unfortunate y 
flag issue at Ratsinghnagar m Bi f recent 

resulted in firing. Moreover on “ „cw subsided, it ha^ 

communal troubles, svhich happi Y meetings 

become necessary for my Govemmen to^ trouWc 

period of three weeks in certain Uiat not only 

is likely to occur. There arc -f ;;V^"^p,aja Parishad worke^ 
attempts be made to break the flag in 

in regard to meetings, but In the circumsta^. 

public places or to take tt otit m p urgently the 

a settlement of this question is ^.^to taking acUon for th 

as not to compel " Vmaintainmg law and orde 

purpose of ensuring public pea course of t e 

9. I am maldng an taP”™' raiders S 

three or four days dealing w f the pohucal 

intod announce ften ?»! ^ 

the State who are undergoing p ^^^t a happy which 

cclf I intended <o <io J ^ 

netr?oT,rors. 

10. In my speech I P'°P°“ and I *ink « j°“ c^deralion 

„„. .oforee .he.ssue of .he flaS,^^ „„der 

my hands if I could state u> 
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and negotiation ^^•ith eminent Congress leaders Hke yourself and 
^at until the matter has been definitely settled nothing should be 
done by anyone \vhich ^vould in any \vzy aggravate the situation 
or otherwise create trouble which might come in the ^vay of a 
settlement being arrived at. 

11. I consider it important to state this fact and if you do not 
wish It I need not take your name or that of anyone else, but can 
say that the question of the flag is under n^otiation and discussion 
with the pohtical leaders in the highest quarters. 

12. I am sending Captain K. P. U. Alenon (ivho was formerly 
my assistant pnvate secretary and is now Deputy Foreign and 
Pohucal ScCTetap' to my Government) isith this personal letter to 
you and shall be most grateful if you will kindly let me know 
whether I may make this announcement either with or without 
bnngmg m your name as mentioned above. In riew of the 
urgmc}' of the^ matter I would much appreciate a reply at your 

Men?n ^^ly be handed over to Captain 

n»ir above, I propose issuing a formal proclamation 

my birthday on 31 August. Soon 
fter tiiat it wiU give me the greatest pleasure if you will be able 

some time in the first w-eek of September 
*1 ^ ^ ^ '^varm ^velcome %\dll a'vv'ait you. It 

^ yourself the real conditions 

and the most cordial relations which by the grace of God exist 

‘tT. beloved people in spite of the so-caUed 

alleged in certain quarters, I do hope 
f. 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ble to come and shall in due course be grate- 

ful for an mdication of the dates which wiU be convenient to you. 

Yours smcerely, 
Sadul Singh 

The Hon’ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Home ilinister 
Go\i:. of India 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
24 July 1946 

Dear Maharaja Sahib, 

Captain Mcnon has delivered your Higiiness’ letter dated 
22nd instant together with its accompaniments. The question 
of the display of Congress flag by Praja Parishad workers, so far 
as I know, is not so acute in any other State, but I had gathered 
from our conversation and from the recent incident of firing that 
took place in Bikaner that it has assumed such proportion as 
would give cause for anxiety. 

The real question which comes in the way of establishment of 
cordial relations between the States and their people is the reluc- 
tance on the part of most of the States to recognise the fundamental 
rights or civil liberties and to meet with the people’s natural de- 
mand for responsible government. This demand has become more 
incessant and urgent owing to the unequivocal declaration and 
determination of the British power to withdraw from India. If 
there could be a settlement on this question between the British 
Indian leaders and the State Governments, the question of flag 
would be solved without any difficulty. I believe that eflbrts should 
be made to have a solution of this question for all the States, It 
is true that the conditions in all the States are not uniform and 
it may not be possible to have a common formula but the general 
principles applicable to all the States can be easily agreed upon 
by mutual discussion and then individual questions affecting indi- 
vidual States can be tackled separately. 

So far as Bikaner is concerned, the flag question can be 
easily settled by adoption of tlie Mysore formula, for the time 
being till an all-India solution is found at a later stage. If Praja 
Parishad workers in Bikaner are unwilling to accept that solution, 

I am prepared to use my influence and induce them to abide by 
it till the general all-India question is settled. 

About your suggestion for the appointment of a committee 
for settling the general question, it would, I think, be better to 
wait till the question of representation of the States in the Consti- 
tuent Assembly is settled with the Negotiating Committee. 


355 



356 


SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


I sec no objection in your stating that the question is under 
consideration and negotiation with the Congress leaders and in 
tliat connection also making reference to my name as mentioned 
in pai'a 10 of your letter* I believe with the release of political 
prisoners and the announcement of granting of responsible 
government to the people of Bikaner as contemplated by your 
Highness, the sting of the agitation will disappear and the people 
will readily accept your advice not to force the issue of the flag 
or to aggravate the situation or to create any trouble. 

I am awaiting with great interest the formal issue of a pro- 
clamation outlining the new constitution, which as I have under- 
stood from our conversation, is going to give a lead to all. the 
States in India, on your Highness’ birtliday on 31 August. 

I am grateful for your Highness’ kind invitation to visit Bikaner 
in the first week of September, but I am afraid we will all be so 
very busy in those days with the inauguration of the Constituent 
Assembly and, I hope, with the formation of Provisional National 
Government, that it will not be possible for me to accept it. I 
hope that your Highness will appreciate my difficulty and excuse 
my inability to accept the invitation, the warmth of which I fully 
appreciate. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner 

Lalgarh 

Bikaner 

Copy to: Mahatma Gandhi 
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Bikaner 
1 September 1946 

Dear Saidar Patel, 

I enclose herewith for your perusal the proclamation issued by 
His Highness on 31 August announcing the steps we are taking 
to implement his promise of responsible government. I trust you 
will find time to read it. 

With high esteem, 

Yours sincerely, 
K. M. Panikkar 

Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 



ENCLOSURE 

PROCLAMATION BY HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA OF BIKANER 

• . • r feel convinced that the tune has now arrived when my beloved 
people should be entrusted with even greater powers of self government and 
further powers and functions could be entrusted to the Assembly. 

In pursuance of this belief, J have already, on 21 June last, declared 
my intention of establishing a form of government which under the aegis of 
the Ruler will be responsible to the people, thus fully associating them with the 
adtriinistratiou of the State, within a specified time, taking into due considera- 
tions the conditions and circumstances existing in the State. 

... In order to implement this object I have decided to reconstitute 
the present Legislative Assembly on a more popular basis with os little delay 
as possible. The legislature will be elected on a wide and liberal franchise 
from suitably demarcated territorial and other constituencies, A Constitution 
Act will be promulgated by me which will provide for the automatic attain- 
ment of responsible government. That is to say, it will embody beth the 
transitional and the permanent provisions of the Constitution. 

So far as the transitional arrangements are concerned, they should provide 
for the appointment by me of not less than half the number of Members of 
my Executive Council from among the elected ihembers of the Legislature, 
who will be in charge of the following Departments^ 

(1) Public Works and Works of Public Utility 

(2) Railway and Civil Aviation 

(3) Electrical and Mechanical Department 

(4) Education 

(5) Medical and Public Health 

(6) Revenue and Irrigation 

(7) Customs and Excise 

(8) Industries, Mines and Minerals 

(9) Local Self-Government 

(10) Rural Uplift and Improvement 

(11) Agriculture 

(12) Co-operative Credit Societies 

(13) Labour Welfare 

(14) Food and Qvll Supplies 
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I have decided that this interim arrangement should not extend bey^ond 
a period of three years or the inauguration of the Union of India, ^vhiche^’cr is 
earlier. 

At the end of the interim period, the entire Council of Jvlinjsters, in- 
cluding the Prime Minister, will be appointed by me from among those en- 
joying the confidence of the elected legislature. 

The functions of the Franchise and Constituencies Committee wll be to 
examine the question of a sxii table franchise ^vhich %rill give the right of vote 
to as large a section of my people as possible, taking into due consideration 
the circumstances and conditions existing in the State. 

... It is further my pleasure to direct that the work of the committees 
shall be completed and the draft constitution should be submitted to me 
not later than I March 1947. It is my intention that the new Legislature 
should be constituted and the interim government commence to function 
from not later than November 1947. 

Sadul Singh 

Lalgarh 

Bikaner 

31 August 1946 


350 

New Delhi 
7 September 1946 

Dear Sardar Panikkar, 

I thank you for your letter of the 1st iost. I regret the delay 
in answering owing to pressure of work. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction that you have taken the 
lead in the matter and I hope that the other Rajputana States 
will follow suit. His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner deserves 
congratulations for the bold step he has taken and if the reforms 
armoimced^ are worked in a spirit of good\vill and co-operation, 
Bikaner ^vill open a new chapter in the history of Indian States. 
I thank you for your congratulations and good wishes. 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sardar K. M. Panikkar 
Prime Minister of Bikaner 
Bikaner 
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Baroda 
23 July 1946 

Dear Mr. Vallabhbhai, 

I had the pleasure of meeting you at Birla House in Ddhi 
and on the strength of it I am taking the liberty of writing to 
you and sending you a copy of my speech at the Dhara Sabha. 
I hope you will iind time to read it. 

r have been endeavouring to work in co-operation [with] the 
local Praja Mandal, but the members are making it difficult for 
me. Here is the latest instance. 

I introduced a Bill to amend our Income-tax Act, primarily 
in discharge of our obligation under the convention made %vith 
the Government of India and incidentally to find money to balance 
the budget. The increase is 25% only. I expected tliat our 
Praja Mandat members would fight capitalism, and, indeed, the 
speeches they made were generally in favour of taxing the rich. 
But, to my surprise, they threw out the first reading of the Bill, 
in theintercst of the capitalists. 

I have no option but to certify the Bill. 

In fact, my efforts to liberalise the administration are fre- 
quently frustrated by the Praja Mandal members. It damps 
one’s ardour. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

B. L. Mittcr’ 

The Hon’blc Sardar Valla bhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

JAfemfw, ViccTO}’’* Execadve Council; Federal Advocate-General; Dewan 
of Baroda; acting Governor of \Ve*t Bengal 
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New Delhi 
29 July 1946 

My dear Dewan Sahib, 

^ I have received your letter of the 23rd instant only today, 
owing to the postal strike. 

I ani soi^ to hear that you are not getting the requisite 
co-operation in your efforts to liberalise the administration from 
me Fraja Madal members. I was under the impression that 

smoothly in Baroda, particularly because 
bhn Ghhotubhai Sutaria, who is one of the trusted and responsible 
aders of the Praja Mandal, happens to be in your council. Now 

“y I will certainly 

look into the matter and try to be as helpful as possible. 

^ opportunity. It has got resources, 

aT to give a lead to aU the States in 

and intprmi^ history. It is so surrounded 

with British Gujarat and the general level of the 

die Stater goodwill, trust and co-operation, 

experiment of full responsible govem- 

Xch in ^ the pioneer State, 

Inch, in fact, is in consonance with its past traditions. 

in B^Jdfal'''^ "^^Posal, as I am interested 

and S one ox-presidents of the Baroda Praja Mandal 

lAr V t ' ^ numerous friends and relations in Baroda State. 
With kind regards. 


Sir B. L. Mitter 
Dewan Sahib of Baroda 
Baroda 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Kamla Cottage 
Jtihu 
Bombay 
20 August 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I think you should see the enclosed letter from B. L. i • 
We have every reason to be grateful to 
given us such a unique opportunity to ben difficult 

welfare and re-orientation of the country u strencth 

and we shall have to develop and tap fresh source 
discipline and clear thinking more than cvct. i -li-cady burst 
ching action is necessary to ride the storm Aat 
in Calcutta and might burst elsewhere any time in yned 

Action moi. than eloquence, I should even say 
ivlth strength, is needed noiv more Aan cv , p ^ j 

with people who want to disrupt the urn y be swam- 

hope our ministries in the provinces w<ra schemes for 

ped by mes and that they would go ahead their 
planning and organising the productive capacity of pe P 
It is good that you would be at Delhi. 

Wishing you all success. 

Wth kindest regards, j remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Nanalal 
[N. C. Mehta]’ 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
BIrla House 
Albuquerque Road 
New Delhi 

PS. „ tw,V_Thou!!hts of Powxr. 

Jmt received Vivetanand s new „f ft^lesmesr 

He means to say that ive must chant m 
and chivalry. 

HCS; Sosar ContxoUer 

lofonnalion *nd BroadcaJtmg; Ktinater jgl 
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extracts 


8 August 1946 

My dear N. C., 

U inl-rZ “T, ^nclming to the vtcsv that civil commotion in India 

whirH 1 ^ ^ recently a communal riot at a small talulca town 

with h t>i enjo>cd rural peace and prosperity. From personal intersaCTW 

™>h boU. H„d„. „d Mod.™ I hovo u,o Mtodog Lcteioo. 

whlolf * '"I ■“ “ ■Ilcicotim 

vnjch eventually developed into a riot. 

^Lm shl'T T hid themselves. The wind carried the 

man! arrived houses. tSTien thesuba [vdl la ge head- 

man] arrived on the spot the fire was still raging. 

refus^L?°H“- to dkarm the Moslems. I promptly 

them arms if^h ^ ^ cmvards and offered to give 

rnrarTm -- wdlline, I would^ 

mSd and equipment. 

P'Tisatioa f then suggested that Government should pay them com- 

S r r n Moslems I repudiated 

liable to p^y daLges v.Tong-doer and thus was not 

The nert rL.,«f ^ ' r °P® ^ey could go for relief. 

I assured Posting military guards permanently in the town. 

bunts which ZtGr^^ ‘heir own defence against sudden out- 

Dursts ivhich no Government could anticipate. 


Yours sincerely, 
B. L. ISGtter 
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New Delhi 
26 August 1946 


My dear Nanalal, ♦■nclosure makes 

I have received your letter of the 2 our head 

painful reading. If the facts are ^ parts is disgra- 

in shame. The cowardice of the State of its share of 

ceful but I am not prepared to absolve t ^^t of 

responsibility. The the Hindus in any quarrel 

the State have always been to Muslims, in whmh 

of a communal nature between th _ ^ The police 

the State always takes the «de of ^ and extorUng 

l.,ve ge„»aUy harassed *= 

money on such occasions and , p .y,g state to protect their 
.odefLd Aemsdves. It is the <f“>y *”“4 violence as also 

subjects from such It cannot take shelter 

train the people in the art of self- ■ we have to 

under the excuse that people are so • responsibility for 

confess that we in Gujarat have a large snar 

this weakness. Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri N. G. Mehta 
Kamla Cottage 
Juhu, Bombay 


Baroda 
8 September 1946 

Dear Sardar Sahib, -c of which you 'vill app- 

I am enclosing a note the 

reciate better than any of you ^ Committee m keeping 

The conslitution of the States j,„ 

„ith the Political D'P““'f4‘„^,d/ Ald^piesorthcPol.t.cd 
Saheb. Gujarat is completely ign 353 
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Department are there. In Gujarat and Kathiawar the department 
is^ most active and evidence of the brokerage is to be found in the 
diamond market of Bombay. I shall give you more facts later. 

Yours sincerely, 
B. L. Mitter 


ENC3LOSURE 

Now that the Interim Government is in the saddle and the Constituent 
scmbly is about to be summoned, it may be expedient to note the currents 
and cross-cunmts which are running. For the moment, the Muslim League 
is openly hostile but it is hoped that before long it will join hands with the 
ongress m framing the Indian Constitution. Outside the Muslim League, all 
ntish Indian parties are more or less in line, though with difrererTt ideo- 
ogies. The only other big element is the States. 

Regarding the States, it mixst be realised that paramountcy is still in 
p most of the States are in the clutches of the Political Department, 

i hat Department is vigorously angling for ser^-ice as “the honest broher.” 

there be no mistalre about it that once the “broker” is engaged, he trill 
not take any instructions from the principal, but will play his otm hand. It 
^ trith British trusteeship of India in which the trustee was the 
rs sue Clary. Can any one doubt that the object of the Political Depart- 
nftVi t* paramountej’ as long as it can? It is not enamoured 

iiot be too anxious to contribute to the 
^cces^ul termmauon of the Constituent Assembly. One method of obstruction 

e-overnmi- f ^ amoag the States. Some of the big States ^vith strong 

bv t^d^^ ^ hypnotised 

given. ILere is a move to^eate a 
GuW Rulers in Western India. Most of the Kathiaivad and 

nucleus is Jamnagar and Cutch. If 
isolated and f ,1 aroda, the only advanced State in Western India, lidU be 

Smtis tdtit ? """" " Some of the smaUer 

latter if^hev^d ^ve being threatened irith absorption srith the 

^onp. ^e dei^“7°''T Muslim States ma^form another 

the Interim GovemmSt Let^tS I r negotiate revision of treaties v.dth 

tactics which such negotiation irill Gov^ent beivare of the delaying 

vigorously exacted ifa matt-r^r Te'Lt which is being 

trading with the enemy or in the Money made by 

currency notes, can berL^b^n; ^ ^ 
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New Delhi 
11 September 1946 


Dear Sir Mitter, . 

I thank you for your letter of the 8th mst, and yoor note 
about the intrigues that are going on in 

Political Department. We are aU consciou watchful, 

attitude of this Department and tliere is need to be watcl. 

Kathiawar has always been the hotbed of mmjucs and 
not surprised to hear about what is happening • 

At present, we arc engaged in checkmatmg 
Muslim League, which is engaged m upse ^ 

happened since the Cabinet DebgaUon l^Jn^b^^^^^^^^ 
of the States are m sympathy with the 5 withdrawal 

like to take advantage of the situaUon Te 

of the League from Consumen^ ^s^b ^ ‘ojho. 
whole scheme. I am not sure whether tius 
what is the strength of that group. 

I shaU be glad to hear further ftom you. 

Pnfpl 


Sir B. L. Mitter 
Baroda 
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Trivandrum 

10 August 1946 


Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel . ^ 

Member Congress Working C 

Wardha reported to have stated as 

PANDIT JAWAHARLAL OF BRITlSn PRESTIGE 

follows in pressing DESIAND FOR INDIAN 

internationally and the 3g3 
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S.MiUAK TAI C 05 ’.ta.M‘ 0 M)r.Nr;i. 


INDI.S'ENUKSCr, IN I'.r.KT.MN dUARTf.!’.?. ItAVK lORUlD TUI.M 

(nRin?u) TO (i'lVr. iNDj-.rr.Nm.Nci, rut liii.v 'inv 'lo mintmtj. it 

nv CiU'.ATlNG IRSAU KNOIi UKT lJU, RKlNcfA ANO TISK IXAGCT 
IN OUH WAY. V-T. W!U, TKY TO t’.STJR THIAi: JUVOTS liUT If THEY 
I'ROVR On<.TINAT1. •.Vf. WlLl. CUT lilKl! OUT." 

YOU AKK rTKn:cn.Y AWARE THAT .‘X'CII AN‘ AI-U.OAl JON K 
U.NFOUNt)!;U WTJ! KJ.n.lU.NCR TO Tilf. .VTATTA AJ.'O 11 .'-UjJ-jauN A.VD 
nosnuTTY jtANTrr.'Tr.r) in tju: ^TATRM^-^■T ssiAniT) r.v tiU’. 

CONORF.-'i rr V.TI.1. ISi: OIJTTCUJ.T IOR TUR !.T.A■^T.^ IX'IXY TO 
PARTICtFATR IS DJ'CCiUIONT ANT> NnCOItATlONj. 1 llOI'i'. THAT THE 

roxinoN wu.u r.r. cumuitj-.d and that m;ch ^TATi.'H-^T> v.tli. iuu 

.\T l.r..KST 5U?J‘i.NTjr.D UNTH, THi: N'RGC/nAT ION'- .ART n.NDHED ONE 
WAY OJt THE OTHER I TRUST THAT nUENDEV REI..ATION.S WILE 

BE IlSTABITSHED AND JEMNTAlNED liETWI'.EN THE UO.VORIAS ,AN'P 
TUF, STATES WnHOUT WHSCl! THE CONHITUENT ASSESiBEY a‘.NNOT 
rUNCTIO.N TO ANY rURl’OSJ.. YOU MAY SHOW THIS TEIXOIUA-M TO 
IIAIIATMA OAN'DHl .AND rAJ.'DIT NEHRU. 

c. I’. RAJfAS*>VA.Mi [AiyarJ 
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Xc-.V Dcliii 
15 -•\i!gust 1956 

Sir C. P. Riimaswami 

Dc\v.in 

Trivandrum 

PXFERE.NCE YOUR TELEGR.AJ: TENTH PANDIT NF.IIP.U SAID KE HAD 
CrATN NO n.TERVIEW AT JUBBUEPORF. AND P.EPORT AV.AS INCORRECT. 
NECESSARA' CORPXCTION ALREADA’ PUBI.ISHED. REGRET A'OU DID NOT 
COME EOHBAA*. GOING DELHI SEVENTEENTH. TRUST A'OUR ATITTUDE 
WILL BE KELPFUL. 


A'ALL-ABinjHAI 
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telegram 


Trivandrum 
16 August 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 


MANY THANKS FOR YOUR REASSURING TELEGRAM. 

COOPERATE WITH THE EFFORTS OF YOURSELF AND 

ALREADY EMPHASISED BY ME. I SHALL qj, 

NINETEENTH TO TWENTYSECOND AUGUST AND HOP 
YOUR RETURN FROM DELHI. BEST REGARDS. 

p RAMASWAia 


New Delhi 
21 August 1946 

My dear Sir G. P. Ramaswami, , - , • * n-^m Trivan- 

I have received your telegram of the ins . g 
drum assuring me of your co-operauon. I had to 
for Delhi and so we could not meet, I gent 

You have seen what is happening meeting, I had 

you the first message firom Bombay ^ I had in mind 

information of such events ou, which would aff- 

certain important questions to dis q+ates as a result of the 

ect both the Congress and the Indian Stat«.^^^ I hhe 

League’s attitude. But you could n P^U,, 

to Imow ivhether it would be possible for you 
in the near future. Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sir G. P. Ramaswami Aiyar 

Dewan 

Trivandrum 
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Trivandrum 
31 August 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCERE THANKS FOR YOUR LETTER OF 
TWENTYFIRST INSTANT WHICH HAS JUST REACHED ME BELATEDLY 
OWING RAILWAY STRIKE. I Ail ALSO ANXIOUS TO HAVE 
FULL DISCUSSIONS WITH YOU AND HOPE MEET YOU IN DELHI 
WHEN CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY MEETS IF NOT EARLIER. SHALL 
GIVE PREVIOUS INTIMATION OF DATE OF MY ARRIVAL. 

BEST P^GARDS 


G. P. RAiIAS\VAia 
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TELEGRAM 


New Delhi 
14 August 1946 

Balvantrai Mehta^ 

Bhavnagar 

YOUR LETTEPv TENTH. MOHANLAL AND HAPwILAL CAN COME IF 
THEY LIKE, 

VALLABHBHAI 


o ^ of All India States’ Peoples Conference, 1927; General 

ccrctaiy, AlCC; D^ty Chief Minister of Saurashtra; President, The Servant of 
^955 Minister, Gujarat; died in plane crash during Indo-Pak v/ar 
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Bhavnagar 
11 September 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

New Delhi two rivals 

PARISIIAD secured TWENTYFOUR .rA RURAI- three 

bhavnagar city three ‘ RIVALS qUjI RESPECTFUL 

rivals MAHUVA rural forfeit D j^j;sPONSIBlLrrY. 
FELICITATIONS YOUR ASSUMPTION G BALVANTRAI 
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Samaldas College 

Bhavn3ga*“ 
18 September 1946 


Most respected Sardar Vallabhbhai, consi- 

I veLr= to submit the foUovnng bn- 

deration. .i,. subjects of politi« 

For 34 years 1 have been gar. As one 

and economics in Samaldas College, ^ X 

in the closest association of the peop -ijcy or a set progra 

thePraja Parishad party had d*at is to meet ve^ 

for work in the newly elected programn« ^-chad. 

shortly. I understand that the po » y ^^^jagar Praja P®” 
be determined by you as President of g of dcmocraUc 

It h, iudeed! a happy augury f 
institutions in Bhavnagar that t ® counsels and at 

have the benefit of your wiU need ve^ much^a^ 

statesmanship which the Dhara a 

this juncturl Bhavnagar, as Yf J^n^^tion of the Sta«. 
thiawar in the direction of the ® is a success* -inion, 

of us are anxious to see that this In my spirit 

it is in your power to make It a s ^ naore tlian 

nothing will contribute to this success 359 


S.G..in-24 
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SAIlDAR PATEL’S CORRESPONDENCE 


of real co-operatioa which the elected members may now give to 
the Darbar. This spirit of co-operation may first and foremost take 
die form of ensuring the financial solvency of the State which 
has already prepared fairly extensive schemes of welfare functions 
under the Bhavnagar post-war reconstruction plans. For instance, 
as chairman of the sub-committee on post-war education scheme, 
I am asking the Darbar to find Rs. 75 lakhs as capital expenditure 
and Rs. 8 to 10 laklis as recurring annual expenditure for carrying 
out our scheme of free and compulsory primary education along 
with some arrangement for basic education. We have also schemes 
for health, nutrition, housing and medical relief etc,, all over the 
State. Bhavnagar has a reputation for financial solvency. 

I most respectfully submit that under your able guidance the 
Praja Parishad may continue to consider this point of sound public 
finance of Bhavnagar as a sacred trust. Even in this point, their 
spirit of co-operation will be thoroughly appreciated. 

You will forgive me, Sir, for this intrusion. My only reason 
for thrusting myself on you is that though I am an official — a 
mere salaried servant of the State — I am second to none in my 
fervent hope that the Bhavnagar people do realise as their own 
achievement what .1 have been teaching for years to my classes 
in this college. 

God forbid that anything happens by way of obstruction 
which may give to the enemies of democracy an occasion for 
chuckling ! 

In all humility. 

Your most obedient servant, 
(T. K. Shahani) 
Principal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Home Minister 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
21 September 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 1 8th instant. 

It is not possible for me to determine the policy and progra- 
mme of the Praja Parishad from this distance, but occasionally 
the Praja Parishad takes my advice. In all States where I am 
connected, I am trying my best to divert the activities of the 
people to constructive channels, but it is unfortunate that little 
co-operation comes from the States concerned, I am particularly 
interested in Bhavnagar because the late Sir Prabhashankar 
Patni was my personal friend and we had common interest in the 
^velfare of the State. As •ex-president of the Kathiawar Rajkiya 
Parishad and as ex-president of the Bhavnagar Praja Parishad, 
I am naturally interested in seeing that Bhavnagar would lead the 
other States in Kathiawar which are traditionally backward. 

Bhavnagar is no doubt solvent. It is a fortunate circumstance 
that the Darbar puts no difficulties in the way of the progress of 
the State, but that is only a negative thing. If you could 
induce the Darbar to spend the amount suggested by you for 
the welfare of the State for the constructive schemes of compulsory 
education and arrangement for basic education as also for the 
other schemes mentioned in your letter, it would indeed be very 
good. But mere beneficial activities do not satisfy people’s crave 
for freedom, and unless the State succeeds in enlisting the sym- 
pathy and co-operation of the people in the execution of these 
schemes, the efforts of the State would not yield the desired result. 
My part will be, you may rest assured, to help the State as 
well as the people. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

T. K. Shahani Esq. 

Principal 
Samaldas College 
Bhavnagar 
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The Mysore Congress 
Gottonpct 
Bangalore City 
8 September 1946 

Dear Sardarji, 

Sjt. K. Changalaraya Reddy, the newly-clected president of 
the Mysore Congress, myself and one or two other fnends be at 
Delhi between the 19th and 25th instant, ^Ve want to inter\iew 
Bapuji, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, yourself and Babu Rajendra 
Prasad to discuss the several problems facing Mysore. You know 
our problems thorouglily ^vell. The annual session of the Mysore 
Congress will be held at Bangalore during the middle of next 
month ^vhen we will have to decide on the steps we have to take 
in furtherance of our political objectives. We ^vant your advice 
and guidance. 

I therefore request that you may be pleased to spare half an 
hour for us on any day between the 20th and 25th instant at any 
time convenient to you. We wiU ascertain the time fixed fitDm 
your secretar)^ on reaching Delhi. I hope that in spite of he^vy 
pressure of work you \vill kindly spare us this half an hour. 

Yours sincerely, 
[S.] Nijalingappa 
President 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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Mysore Congress 
Camp Mysore City 
3 October 1946 


Dear Sardaiji, 

The new Dewan of Mysore, Sir Ramas^vami Mudaliar, has 
expressed him self in his opening address to the Representative 
Assembly on 30 September. A copy of hig address is enclosed. 
Apart firom other problems, the reactionary attitude of Sir 
372 
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Mudaliar and of the Government of Mysore so far as the people’s 
political demand for responsible government is concerned is dear 
from the last three paragraphs of part 1 (pages 10 and 11) of 
the said address. 

The working committee of the Mysore Congress was in session 
at the time and passed a resolution expressing their reaction to 
the address. I have enclosed a copy of the resolution for yonr 
consideration. It will certainly interest you to note that all the 
bills that the Government placed before the Assembly have been 
thrown out on the ground that the present Ministry has not the 
confidence of the legislature. 

Yours sincerely, 
S, Nijalingappa 


ENCLOSURE I 

EXTRACT FROM THE ADDRESS OF THE OEWAN OF AfYSORE 
TO THE REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY 
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s.vRDAR Patel’s cop.p.espontjenck 

of all sections of the people. Tfie conditions prevalent cNc-rthere, tlic troubled 
and anxious times throush which many arc passint;, the genera! spirit of resl- 
Ii^ess wnich » so widespread, give some indication of what is required of 
a such citiaens in this State. It is not by intemperate language or incitements 
to lawlessness that progress can be attained. The:.- arc the greatest obstacles 
to t e a^ies-ement of any orderly and progressive administ.mtion. And when 
thMc who arc responsible for such activities find themselves translated to 
s.t)hercs of responsibility, these veiy activities will form a Ixiomerang. I ven- 
ture^,n suggw. m all modesty that what is most required is the cultivation of 
a spint of tolerance, a disposition to appreciate the point of viev/ of those who 
•o opinions difierent to one’s ossn and above all a cathoiidty of spirit and 
outloob which marks the real lover of his country- and the true nationaLV. 
S-hw sudi an atmosphere is created, as I trust it may soon be, when each of 
s«ries, m spirit even more than by the letter, the oath of Icvalty we have 

S«xl of the people is 

a^ve all other considerations, there will eetisi those conditions which 
;n It, ' ^ pursued. And 

P% a great and leading pan in 

shaping the destinies of greater India- 


E.VCLOSURE n 

the ^VOPJU^-G CO.\BfITTEE OF 

the m^-sore coxgress at its meetixg held 

OH 29 AXD 30 SEPTEI.fEER losg 

Bangalore City 
4 October 1946 

th- State in Co™atttes has revdev.-ed the present political rlluation in 

of'opmiintirrs^Lrrir"'"^ - 

.o, «■ 

comnlex rmM “ incapable of satisfactorily taddine tie 

particularly the food nroblem. 

allaying the^;=X 

and retrograde and feels' t^Ttotd, ^ reactionary 

those 'win £-» . , “ ^ challenge and threat to 

the aegis of His m^<ss^ responsible government under 
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Under {he circumstances, the Working Committee is compeilcd to come fo 
the conclusion that a struggle involving considerable suffering and sacrifice has 
become necessary and inevitable for the realisation of responsible goveromeiit 
The Working CSommittee will consider further at its nest meeting the 
definite policy and programme to be adopted in this behalf and place the 
same before the ensuing open session of the Congress for decision. 

K. R. hfadhava Rao 
Joint Secretary 
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New Delhi 
10 October 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 3rd instant svith its enclosures, 
I am not surprised at what you have tvritten about your 
new Detvan. Mysore began to appreciate Sir Mirza Ismail after 
he left. It is now beginning to appreciate Sir Madhav Rau* after 
he has left. So in every change of administration you are getting 
the worst of it, in spite of progress outside Mysore. India is making 
rapid strides totvards independence, but there is no sign of it 
anywhere in the States. Mysore is no exception. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri S. Nijalingappa 
Camp Mysore City 
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Alsvar 
30 August 1946 

Sardar Patel 
New Delhi 


HORRIBLE SCENES PUBLIC BEATEN TEREIBLV. CITY OBSERVINO lURTAL 
FOR SEVEN DAYS. SITUATION CRITICAL mHUUAN BRUTAL TREATMENT 
OF STATE authorities INTOLERABLE. CHILLIES AND LATHB FORCIBLV 
THRUST INTO RECTUM SEVERAL MEN LYING UNCONSCIOUS. PRAY 
INTERVENE 'IMMEDIATELY. 


I Prime Mmister of Myiore State 
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SARDAR PATEL’S MESSAGE TO SHRl E. ELWANDRA WARRIER, 
PRESIDENnr, COCHIN STATE PRAJA Mx\NDAL 

Camp: New Delhi 
25 August 1946 

The Maharaja of Cochin has given the lead to all the Indian States hy 
his imequi vocal declarations in favour of responsible government and the 
granting of very wade powers to the Ministers immediately, for which he 
deserves to be congratulated. The Praja Man dal of Cochin representing the 
people of the State has got a unique opportunity to exploit to the fullest extent 
the generous offer which has been made to them and of demonstrating to the 
other States how easily the transfer from autocratic rule to responsible govern- 
ment can be effected by co-operation and goodwill between the Ruler and his 
people. I would advise the Praja Man dal to unhesitatingly offer its full co- 
operation by taking over as many departments as may be transferred imme- 
diately as well as in the wrork of drawing up a new constitution wherein 
responsible government is fully provided for. 
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Emakulam 
9 September 1946 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

COAimON MINISTRY FORMED COCHIN WITH TWO PRAJAMANDAL 
ONE SO GIALIST AND ONE PRO GRESSTVE PARTY MEMBERS. PRAY 
BLESSINGS. 

PRESIDENT, COCHIN STATE PRAJAilANDAL 
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New Delhi 
11 September 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have your telegram of the 9th inst., and I congratulate 
you for the formation of a Coalition Ministry mth the Praja 
Mandal, Socialist and progressive parties. If you will discharge 
your duty witli unity of purpose and solely with a wew to do good 
to the people of Cochin, I have no doubt that Cochin ivilJ 
have the honour of leading the other Indian States. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The President 

Cochin State Praja Mandal 

Emafculam 
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Bikaner House 
New Delhi 
12 September 1946 

Pujya Sardarji, 

As suggested by your honour in course of today’s interview, 
I am enclosing herewith copies of correspondence between the 
Resident and myself. 

I should like to dra^v your kind attention to a statement in 
para 4 of the Resident’s letter of 30 January to the effect that 
it would be impossible for the Croswi Representative to fulBl his 
responsibility of the introduction of the reforms that I had myself 
announced so long as I was in Rewa. 

Surprising as it may sound that my own presence svould have 
created any difficulty in the introduction of those very reforms 
which I had myself proclaimed, suffice it to say that the responsi- 
ble government as granted by me still remains unimplemcnted and 
in spite of my enforced absence from my hearth and home for 
the last 10 months, Hoivever, I assure your honour here and 
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now that my presence in Rewa would cause no impediment in 
the estabhshment of full responsible government as I had already 
granted to my people on the occasion of Dussehra last year. 

f attention to paras 2&3 of my letter 

° arch in which I had extended a voluntary assurance to 

me ettect that I was a friend and well-wisher not only of Rewa 
but also of other Indian States and British India and I can have 
nothing but the best of good wishes for them all. 

I have patiently borne all the inflictions that have been heaped 
upon me regarding which I have never felt myself as being 
eservmg of any of these hardships. However, to say the least, 

• ^ ^ Congress provinces, 

Bihar should be banned. Bans and restrictions 
o 1 erent kinds and on different people have been removed 
Z ^ therefore feel there is no reason why my case 

need be treated as an exception any longer. 

Realising full well how busy Your Honour must be in other 
ore important affairs, I close my letter and thank you very 

<!nrR kindness in granting me an interview even during 

sucn a busy period. 

With best of regards & respects. 

Yours sincerely, 
Gulab Singh* 
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Gamp Meerut 
22 Luker Road 
Allahabad 
25 September 1946 

My dear Pujya Vallabhbhai, 

day’s\X'Jrg‘Sdi^Rewa.^°'^°'' “ connection with my yester- 

been^^rl^ff"* Congress Committee has 

Gover^r^^n^ I years. Now the Rewa 

Government t ^ constitution committee to advise the 

in tTie 51^1 • ° extent popular elements may be introduced 

Sontec State. They have Lminated three 

Congressmen to work on the committee. In addition to this His 

J Maharaja of Re,v-a in Vindhya Pradesh, now a part of Madhya Pradesh 
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Highness the Mahanya has decided to form an Interim Govt, 
Under svhich lie wants tlic constitution committee to work and 
elections to be held. For the Interim Government he will invite 
the Baghelkhand Congress Committee to nominate their nominees 
to hold ministerial posts. 

The recent Wardha resolution of your All India Congress 
VVorking Committee has debarred Congress organisations from 
taking part in political and parliamentary activities. There was 
no Praja Mandal uptil now. After the said resolution a Praja 
Mandal has just been set up by those who have been so long 
opposing Congress activities in the State. 

You svill agree with me, I hope, that it is neither possible 
nor is it in the interest of the people of the State to let this newly 
formed Praja Mandal to represent and function on behalf of the 
people of the State, And, therefore, I request you to kindly 
permit the Baghelkhand Congress Committee to participate in the 
Constitution-making body and form an Interim Govt., if so desired, 
in any State within its jurisdiction. 

An immediate reply is solicited because the announcement 
will be made by the Rewa Govt, on 5 October 1946, 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Narmada Prasad Singh 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
26 September 1946 

My dear Narmada Prasad Singh, 

I have received your letter of the 25th instant. I have spok- 
en to the General Secretary of the AICG (Mr. Keskar). and it 
is agreed that where the Congress organisation is strong and is 
functioning, no new Praja Mandal or other organisations that may 
arise should be recognised in the States, and instructions wjJJ be 

issued accordingly. . , 

* Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sardar Narmada Prasad Singh 
Allahabad 
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Govind Nivas Palace 
Datia, Cl 
14 November 1946 

My dear Sardar Patel, 

I am taking the liberty of ■ivriting this letter to you as I find 
myself in difficulties with the Political Department for no fault 
of my own. ^ Sir Walter Campbell, the Resident at Indore, •vrants 
to strike me just because the Dewan, Khan Bahadur Ainuddin, 
who had been thrust on me in 1943 against my protests happens 
to be a very hot favourite of Sir Walter. Sir Walter when he came 
to India as a young civilian had his training ivith Mr. Ainuddin 
who was then a deputy magistrate in the UP and who did the 
lamous ELakori case. 

recent trouble arose on account of the fact that on the 
Dnvah night some temples in the State were desecrated by some 
mischief-mongers. The public suspected some of those Mohame- 
an employees of the State who had been brought by Ainuddin 
om outside. The public asked the De^van to dismiss them and 
on refusal to do so the public suspected that the Dewan wanted 
them and shield them. More so as the Dei van had 
^ ^ ^ start a branch of the League in Datia and had 

himself contributed in it. 


The public went on strike and most of the Hindu officials 
sent in their r^ignations. The Political Agent, Mr. Egerton. 
was sent to Datia and he openly accused me of giidng encourage- 
ment to the public. He wanted the strike to be caUed off while 
the people demanded that the Dewan be sent out first and the 
hartal ivill be caUed off then. 


My personal Adviser, Mr. B. B. Tawakley, an advocate of 
Delhi w-as able to bring about a settlement by which the Dewan 
^eed to resign if he was paid one year’s gratuity and three mon- 

^ ^ ^ further ordered that he 

iTOuld be appointed as my adviser on Rs. 500 per month. It was, 

concurrence of the Political 
the Crown Police which 
n sen or would also be asked to go away and that no 
380 
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viaimlsation would take place. On ^ "“'{f 

was called off and people returned to their work. The Agent h 
went away on knowmg that everything was so peacefully selded. 

The misfortune of the whole thing is diat Sir 
the Resident, does not care for the wishes '"‘‘•‘'“"S ^ 
suhjeets and wants to favour his own man 
Muslim Dcwan in a Hindu State apmst 
set th-is settlement aside and when he came 
he scolded me '^^^Va^^nrirthH^^^^^ 

“'w^t'thShaS, to show their resentment. All Hindu 
officers sent in their resignations again. rhildren 

Indiscriminate arr«ts have forest 

have been sent out miles away ‘ weather. People are 

at the mercy of for the sake of one man and 

suffering great trouble and imsery lor m 

for the sake of the P-^utefin and my wife, the 

At this old age I am ^.-cting with people and inciting 

Maharani, has been accus Maharani is a purdanashin 

them to so-called '-"'XSting any °ne in any manner. 

lady and is not capabl f ^ ^ dis- 

1 look to you for help Hindu-Muslim tension m 

tress. I may tell you TJatia have joined the Hindus m 

my State so highhanded actions of die Dcwan. 

them condemnahon of g jh,Uev 

SingJtrflm-rhfSSme in touch ivith you. 

Witli my Idndest regards. Yours sincerely, 

Maharaja of Datia 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Home Member 
Government of India 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
20 November 1946 

My dear Maharaja Sahib, 

J^Iany thanks for your letter of the 14th instant. 

I fuHy appreciate, and sjunpathise isith, your difficulties, but 
the matter concerns the PoUtical Department and I am afraid we 
have ver>^ httle to do ^vith that department. Nevertheless, ^ve 
shaU try to do what ^ve can, and have already taken some action. 
"With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

H. H. the Maharaja of Datia 
Govind Nivas Palace 
Datia, GI 
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Govind Nivas Palace 
Datia, Cl 
14 December 1946 

My dear Sardar Patel, 


I am glad to inform you that the Datia affair has been settled 
and things are assui^g normal shape. I am extremely grateful 

assistance rendered by vou in 
m> d^cuffies. \on must have read in the papers thL I have 
fomed a Council and have given representation to mv people in 

Se I ivemment of my 

of Ly people. ® Smde me in the future destinies 

'With kmd regards. 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 


Yours sincerely, 
2vfaharaja of Datia 
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APPENDIX ONE 

[Dj Waltfr Mason, APA Stas' Qarrcspondcnt] 

New Delhi, 9 May— (APAI Sardar Vallahhbhai Patel declared today 
that the current British policy of "remaining neutral but holding power is a 
way of propagating civil war”, and asserted that India’s political impasse would 
be broken at once if power were transferred to the Central Govenuaent "as 
it now stands.” 

The Horae, Informaticxi and Broadcasting Member said in an interview 
that functioning of India’s Interim Gorernment as a Dommion Gov eminent 
with the Viceroy standing out” wou/d have two unmediiatc results. 

I. "There Would be peace In the country within a week. Those who commit 
acts of violence do so because they feel there is no strwjg Central power 
to check them. IVTth dominion functions, the Oratral Government would 
form a strong centre and would have the necessary power to put down 
disorder.” 

2. “Lacking interference by a third party to whom either side could appeal, 
the Congress and the Muslim League would settle their differences at 
once. If there were conflicts in the Cabinet over any question, the majority 
would rule.” 

Particular signihcance was attached to Sardar Patel’s statement in the 
light of a reliable report that the Viceroy had sent word to His Majmty's 
Government that some action must be taken quickly in India to avoid a 
situ.ition "no one could control,” and in view of Mahatma Gandhi’s recently 
reiterated opposition to a division of India. 

Sardar Patel did not predict what type of settlement might be eapected 
between the League and the Congress over the issue of Pakistan if such a step 
were taken by the British Government. However, he said the Congress would 
not coerce any unwilling group or area. 

He did say that Section 93 "would vanish in the Punjab” and Jie 
Congress and the League would agree, possibly to a Coalition Government. 

In the North'lVcst Frontier Erovioce, where the League has carried on an 
agitation agoimt the Congress Ministry for more than two months, Sardar Piatel 
said, "The Mmistry would remain. The election only last jrar was fought on the 
issue of FtaHsCan and the Congress won.” 
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Sardar Patel characterized the present situation in India as serious and 
said one of the grave problems was that of private armies now being raised 
and equipped. 

As an alternative in the event the British decided India must be divided, 
Sardar Patel suggested that power be transferred to the Constituent Assemblies, 
saying the Muslim League already has a separate Constituent Assembly in the 
members elected to the Assembly they have consistently boycotted. 

“The other way is much easier,” he added. “Transfer of power to the Central 
Government, let the Viceroy stand out and not interfere. Then you have 
a strong Centre which would be capable of dealing with the problems facing 
the coimtry, particularly in such places as the Punjab and the North-West 
Frontier Province. Immediately there would be peace in the country.” 

Sardar Patel reiterated that the Congress stands for the 16 May statement 
“in toto” and “in spite of its weakness, the Congress would like to have a 
strong Centre . - . apart from external troubles. It is absolutely essential 
that there be a strong army and for defence, a strong Central Government. 

“The Congress position always has been that it -^vill not coerce any group 
or area which does not yvant to remain. At the same time it will not be 
coerced by any group or community. The Congress has accepted that principle 
since the Cripps talks in 1942. 

“Therefore, if the Muslim League insists that it wants separation then the 
Congress will not compel them to remain by force. But it will result in dirid- 
ing Bengal and Punjab, If Bengal and Punjab provinces as they stand today 
were put into Pakistan, coercion could come in. Non-Muslims v/ould be forced 
into Pakistan and there would be a civil ^vzr, 

“Therefore if the League insists on partition of India, the same grounds on 
which it insists on partition apply in the Pakistan areas.” 

Sardar Patel remarked that “it is a dangerous game that Mr. Jinrah is 
playing,” pointing out that separation of Burma from India required two 
years. “And we had nothing in common, no common army, no mixture of 
communities as we have in India,” he added. 

He predicted it would take a long time, perhaps years, to diridc the 
Indian Army, let alone separate communications, railroads and similar inter- 
locking services spanning India. 

Of the Muslim I>eague President Sardar Patel said that except for the 
League’s temporary acceptance of the Cabinet Mission Plan Mr. Jinnah’s 
position has remained the same. 

” We asked him to refer the question to the United Nations Organisation,” 
Sardar Patel said, “He said no. Wc asked him to arbitrate. He said no.” 



APPENDIX TWO 

MEMORANDUM PRESENTED “''J ™ ”* 

IIICIINESS THE CHANCELLOR ^ aND 

PRINCES ON STATES- '^fA'nES AND 
PARAMOUNTCy ON 12 MAY I«6 

f r the British Piime Minister in the 

1. Prior to the recent statement o „„ 

IIou^c of Commons an assurance ^vas g ^ ^ their relationship 

mtenlian on the part of Uk Crovv-n to and engagements 

with the Crown or the rights gnaran y Princes’ con- 

without their consent. It was at the same ^ j^p^^tiations would not 

sent to any cliangcs which might ^erge as confirmed that 

unreasonably be withheld. The Cham r country for the immedi- 

the Indian States fully share the genera esii Mai-stv’s Government have 

diate attainment by India of her full stature, Govxmments in British 

now declared that if the succession ^overnm-t or 

India desire independence, no ^ n^thosc concerned with the future of 

effect of these announcements is that a ^vithout the Bri- 

India wish her to attain a position of »n 'P'” , in resolving the 

tish Commonwealth. The fulfilling this wish, 

difiiculties which stand in the way o Vicforc the coming into 

2. U.C P^ol. "'■‘t ™''„t hi^ aiti* I.a« ..M 1* 

indcpnndcn. o. fully „d will not in any ci«un»t»c» 

But the Biitish Government 

transfer paramountev to an Indian ov position to play »" impor- 

3. In the meanwhile, the Indian states for India, a^ 

tant part in the formulation of the ,1^, I„d.an States 

His l^esty’s ^overnm^-" ,„dia as 

desire, in their own interests ana structure, and to take 

make their contribution to the facilitate this they wi 

plncn in i. when i. i. »«'«">• p„,.ihln » »»' 

leu emn-ihen iheir Po*"”" „„d„d. W'' d„„bt 

«Ln;„U,»tion. ennforn. » O'' , „ „r ,he Stole they “ p 

=„r:«.::r,n.o.he^ 

::rL”rnifrr2 ■ ^es 


S.C.-III-25 
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and constant toiicli with public opinion in their Slate by means of representa- 
live institutions. 

4. During the interim period it \s*ill be ncccszTiry for the Stales to conduct 
negotiations with Bnlisli India in regard to the future regulation of matters of 
common concern, especially in tlic economic and financial field. Such nego- 
tiations, which will be necessary* whether the States desire to participate in the 
new Indian constitutional structure or not, will occupy a considerable period 
of time, and since some of these negotiations may well be incomplete when 
the new structure comes into being, it will, in order to avoid administrative 
diflicullics, be ncccssan,* to arrive at an understanding between the States and 
those likely to control the succession Government or Governments that for a 
period of time the then existing arrangements as to these matters of common 
concern should continue until the nc^v agreements arc completed. In this 
matter, the British Government and the Croum Representative %N'in lend such 
assistance as they can should it be so desired. 

5. 'Wlicn a new fully self-governing or independent Government or Govern- 

ments come into being in British India, His Majesty’s Government's influence 
with these Governments will not be such as to enable them to carr>' out the 
obligadons of paramountcy. Moreover, thc>' cannot contemplate that British 
troops \/ould be retained in India for this purpose. Thus, as a logical 
sequence and in vic\v of the desires expressed to them on behalf of the Indian 
States, His ^Iajcsl%*’s Government will cease to exercise the powers cf para- 
mountc). This means tnat the rights cf the States which flow from ihcir rela- 
tionship to the Cro^^m will no longer exist and that all the riehts surrendered 
by the States to the paramoimt power vrill return to the States. Political 
n between the States on the one side and the British Crown and 

h r \ ^ other will thus be brought to an end. The void will 

ve o c filled either by the Stales entering into a federal relationship with 
be succ^sor Go%-emmcnt or Governments in British India, or faBing this, 
entering into particular political arrangements with it or them. 

in Xe-v explanatory note \s-as issued by the Cabinet Mission 

m Delhi on the date of publication (22 May 1946): 

the document issued 
-dPar^ountc- pn^ented 

salted the r r ° discussions svith part,- leaders and repre- 

Si w rt“ conununicated to the representatb-es oSthe 

This is the e^lanation of the 
egression u*' h Government or Governments [in] British India’ an 

Peleption’s rlLn^sStemiS^ 
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ABDUL MUTALIB, Assam Minister, 

m 

Abdullah, Sheikh, 75 
AbcJl, G.E.B., Private Secretary to the 
Viceroy, 172, 289, 294, 299, 308 
Achyutananda, 145 
Ahmed, Shafaat, attack on, 83 
AITUC, 54 
Akalts, 82 

Alam, Dr., Sh. Mohanunad, 83 
All Khan, Mir Bundeh, 104 
Ali, Mir Ghulam, Sind Home Minister 
104, 1J4 

Ali Naushcr, 179 
All India Radio, 161 
All-India States Peoples’ Conference, 
41 

Ambedkarites, are conducting so-called 
satyagraha, I6I; their junction 
with Muslima, 161 
Andhra Ministry, 25 
Aney, M.S., willing to come to Con- 
stituent Assembly, 151 
Asaf Ali. 212 
Assam Valley, 193 
August Atrocity Inquiry Committee, 155 
August Revolution, 155 
Avari, his fast, 150 
Arad, Abul Kalam, 4, 8, 9, 12, 17, 21, 

38, 58. 59, 64, 78, 80, 85, 86. 118, 
193-96; approves of giving share to 
Muslim League in Assam Ministry, 
197; meets Sir Muhammad Sa- 
aduUah, 196 


BALDEO Sns’GH, S., 77 
Baluchistan, 106, 107 


Baneiji, Shibnath, 64 
Bardofoi, Gopinath, Assam Chief 
Minister, 58. 297-99; writes to 
Sardar Patel about Joint Parlia- 
mentary Committee of Bengal 
and Assam, 194-96 
Basant Babu, in Assam Miaistry, 
194 

Bengal famine, 179 
Bengal Governor, does not act during 
period of Bengal terror, 182 
Bengal Ministry, 17B-8I 
Betul Jaj], 156 
Bhabha, C. H., 38 

Bhargava, Dr. Gopichand, 76, 79, 8J, 
86. 89 

Bhopal State, 333-39 
Bihar, its Communal disturbances, 
166-70 

Bihar Government, its action not swift 
& effective, 169 
Bihar Ministry, 165, 166, 171 
Bikaner hfaharaj'a, 352-58 
Birla, G. D, 178; offers Rs. 50 per 
man p m. for rchef during Bengal 
anarchy, 187 
Black market, 165 
Bombay Ministry, 138 
Bose, Sarat Chandra, 149, 224, 237- 
40; his thoughts on Calcutta 
situation, 177-78 

Bowman, A- I., his letter on Bengal 
atrocities, 185-86 

Bretton kVoods Agreements, 210-12, 
219-21 

British Cabinet Mission, comes to 
India, 58 

British Delegation, 22 
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Broadcasting station, for Nagpur, 1G2, 
163; for Ons^.i, 148 
Budget dcmund5;, 97 
Bux Haji Maula, 94, 110, 120, 133, 
134, 135, 139 

Bux Pir lllahi, Sind Revenue Minister 
104, 114 


C/\B1NET MISSION, 4, 99, 105, 
107, 108, 153, 242-51 
Calcutta, its ‘‘great killing”, 168, 182, 
104; passes through an unparalleled 
ordeal, 177 

Central CID, should he allowed to 
continue, 162, 163 
Central Election Board, 66 
Charkhas, their manufacture, 43 
Chaudhry Krishnagopal Dutt, 81 
Chimur-Ashlhi ease, 98 
Christian community, favours joint 
electorates, 51 

Coalition government, 292-326 
Coalition Ministry’, 178 
Coalition Party, 94, 102, 110 
Cochin State Praja Man dal, 376-77 
Colville, John, 318-22 
Commissionership, its abolition, 162, 
163 

Communal riots, in Orissa, 146 
Communal trouble, 114, 181 
Communists, 33, 55, 64 
Congress, accepts Constituent Assem- 
bly proposals, 109; its prestige, 
111; its representation in Interim 
Government, 107 

Congress High Command, 24, 99, 
157 

Congress ideology, 126 
Congress Manifesto, 196 
Congress Ministry, 23, 120 
Congress Working Goromittee, 20, 21, 
26, 27, 34, 40, 152-53 


Constituent Assembly, 32, 33, 30, 39, 
54. 55, 72, 77, 78, 82, 90, 105-07, 
109, III, 112, 131, 142-44, 147, 
150, J5I, 154, 155, 190, 198 
Constructive work, 1 46 
Cripps Mission, 100 
Cripps, Sir Stafford, 38, 40, 99, IBU 
82, 247, 301, 313-16; impressed by 
the way in which Indian team is 
tackling Bengal sitiiaiion, 184 

DAS, SARANGADHAR, proposes to 
resign from Orissa Assembly, 147 
Datia Maliaraj, 382 
Davis Godfrey, Chief Justice of Sind, 
96 

Dawn, 86, 89, 90 
Dearness allow'ancc, 64 
Deccan States, their union, 340-42, 
345-46 

Demo era c>’, has a right to go wrong, 
8, 105 

Deo, Shankarrao, 66 
Desai, Khandubhai, 54, 63, 66 
Desai, Moraiji, 74 
Dewan Chamanlal, 80 
Dharmadhikari, Dada, 155, 156 
Direct Action Day, 41, 177-78 
Diwakar R, R-, 63 

EAST BENGAL, about a lakh refugees 
in — , 176; forcible conversion of a 
lai^e number of Hindus to Islam, 
169; hunting ground of worst 
communal passion, 183; in great 
hardships, 182-84 
Educative propaganda, 149 
Elections, in local boards, 21, 22; 

malpractices in Sind — , 136-37 
Estates Land Act, 56 
European Group, 100 
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Europeans, propose to be neutral on 
motion of no-confidence against 
Bengal Ministry, 178 
Evacuees, in Bihar, 174 
Excluded areas, 145 
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Groups, their formation, 105, 106, 
107, 109 

Gupta, Deshbandhu, 86 
Gurkhas, to be employed in Bombay, 
203 


FANATICISM, 114 
Forward Blockists, 152 


GADGIL, N. V., 216-22 
Gandhiji, [passim), his advice has been 
disregarded by Andhra Congress, 
26; his letter to Pandit Jawaharlal 
regarding Bihar disturbances, 166- 
67; resorts to partial fast for Bihar, 
167 

Gandhian philosophy, 152 
Gandhian school, 154, 155 
Gazder, 97 

Ghansyam Jethanand, 104, 100 
Gidwani, Dr, Choithram, 94, 115, 

120; suggests independent inquiry 
of Karachi disturbances, 205-06 
Gidwani. Vatanmal, 127; his sugges- 
tions to Sardar Patel regardmg 


elections, 126 .on 

GiU.Niranjan Singh, 75, 187, IB , . 

opens rehef operations m 

& other places, 189. 190 
Ginwala, 162 

Giri.V.V..6-13,16. 18. 23,G7;rephes 

Sardar Patel regarding nomina- 


tions, 26-28 
Goa Movement, 41 
Gokhale. secretary to 
of Works, Mine* 
149 


the Department 

& Power, 148, 


Goonda Act, 161 
Goondaism, 138, 185 
Gout. Sir Hari Singh, 72 
Government of Ipdia Act, I , 


HARIJANS, 53; their temple entry, 22 
Hemandas, Dr., 102 
Hindu Mahasabha, 165, 168 
Hindustan Mazdoor Sevak Sangh, 
66, 68 

Hirakud Dam, 148, 149 
Home Department, 91 
Huq, A. K. Fazlul, 179 
Hub, 119, 120 

Hussain, Sir Ghulam, 97, 100, 103, 133 
Hydari, Sir, Akbar, 148 


[NDIAN CHRISTIAN COMMU- 
NITY, does not want separate 
electorates, 50-51 

[ndian Independence league. 200 
tndian NaUonal Army, 200; em- 
ployment of its personnel, 203-04 
[ndian National Government, 83 
[ndian States, ferment in. 327-82 
[ndustrial planning, 70 _ 

Industries, their naUonalirat.on, 70.71 
[nterim Government, 20, 83, 105, 
107, 108. 148, 160, 180, 183; its 
proposals, 142-43, 242-91 
. . ... - 110 


:AMDAS DOULATRAM. I04. 
)5, 112, 113; his letter to Sardar 
atel, 138-40 

05, 133, 134. 178. 182; his talk of 

■ansfer of population, 174 
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John, V. K., is against separate electo- 
rates & proselytization, 50, 53 
Joint Parliamentarj- Committee, of 
Assam & Bengal, 195 
Joint responsibility, 47 
Joshi, N. M., ^vants to stand for Con- 
stituent Assembly, 32-33 


CORRESPONDENCE 

LABOUR MINISTERS’ CONFER- 
ENCE, 84 

Lalchand Navalrai, 95 
Landlords, encourage disturbances, 165 
Lokliande, Anandrao, 155 


KAK, Prime Minister of Kashmir, 
74 

Kalappa, V. R., 55 
Kamaraj, 22 
Kamatli, 151, 155 
Karachi disturbances, 205-06 
Kashmir, 103, 154,- is part of Indian 
Empire, 41 

Kaur, Raj Kumari Amrit, 151, 290- 
91 


Khadi Scheme, 43 
Khan, Abdul Gaffar Khan, 59, 60 
Khan, K. B. Fazal Mohd., 110 
Khan, K. S., Sardar, 110 
Khan, Liaquat Ali, 89, 90, 130, 21 
Khan Sahib, Dr., 58, 59, 60 
Khan, Sir Shafaat Ahmed, ardei, 
believer in Common Hindu 
Muslim culture, 158-60 
Khanna, Mehrchand, Finance Minis 
ter to N^VFP Government 
58-60, 206-07; informs Sarda. 

J' , ’ 60-61; requests Sardai 
Patel to send some money for dec 
tions, 62 

Khedgikar, 63, 64, 68 
Kher, Balasaheb, 69, 71 
Kh^la,^gineer in charge of Hira- 
kud Dam Scheme, I49 

M. A., active Muslim 
Leaguer, 97 

Kitchlew, Dr., 82, 83 

Knpalani, Acharya J. B., 165 


madras assembly party, 23 

Madras Government, excludes Indian 
Christians, who are converts from 
Harijans, from the benefit of public 
funds set apart for advancement 
of Harijans, 53 

Madras Ministry, 154; in a hopeless 
mess, 37 

Mahanadi Valley Project, 148, 149 
Mahtab, Harckrushna, 142, 146, 147; 
requests Sardar Patel to give high 
priority for broadcasting station 
in Orissa, 148 

Majid, Sheikh Abdul, 105, 118 
Malkani, 104, 110 
Malojirao, of Phaltan, 347-48 
Mane, a scheduled caste candidate 
for parliament, 67 

Masud, collector of Nawabshah, 119, 
^20, 130, 131, 132 

Medical missions, to Burma, Malaya 
etc., 200 

Mehrotra, Lalji, 103; forwards agree- 
ment ^vith G. M. Syed to Sardar 
Patel, 92-94 
Mehta case, 157 
Mehta, Dr., 155, 156 
Mehta, Jamshed, 37 
Mehta, N. C., 361-64 
Menon, Madhava, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 

18, 19 

Mihtary, its 6ring in Bihar, 166 
J^linistries, provincial, should not be 
interfered ’irith, 156-57 
Afinority party, tP cany on govem- 
.ment. 111 
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MJr Bundeh AH, 102 
Mishra, D. P., 152-53, 157; favours 
^ Sir Shafaat Ahmed Khan, 158-59; 
makes a number of suggestions 
regarding MP administration, 
161-2 

hlittcr. Sir B. h., Dewan Sahib of 
Baroda, 359-60, 362, 365 
Momins, 168 

^lookerjcc. Dr. S}ama Prasad, 1 81 
hfudaliar, hluthuranga, 17 
Mudic, Sir Francis, 96, 98, 99, 128 
Mukhi, Gobindram Putamdas, 135 
Mulshipeta Satyagraha, 150 
Muslim leadership, 83 
hfuslim League, 59, 72, 82, 83, 102, 
109, 110, 12 1, 127, 128, 136, 138, 
139, 140, 141, 163, 168, 178, 179, 
181, 182, 185, 186, 191, 196; boy- 
cotts Constituent Assembly, 113; 
commences non-co-operation, 41 ; 
has begun direct acbon with a 
vengeance, 40; has sympathy from 
Europeans, 117; its direct action 
in Calcutta, 122; its interference 
in elections, 130-31; its resolution 
on direct actions & boycott of Con- 
stituent Assembly, 111-13; makes 
position in Sind more difficult, 
120; their convention at Delhi, 105 
Muslim League Ministry, 97, 98, 99, 
100, 121 

Muslim masses. 111, 113 
Muslim nationalists, 179, 181 
Muslim refugees, 166, 170 
Muslims, in league with Ambed- 
karite hlahars, 161 


NADAR, KAMARAJ, 2, 4, 7, 13, 18, 
19 

Nanda, Gulrarilal, 55, 63, 65, 66, 67, 

68 


National Peace Police, 162, 163 
Nehru, Pandit Jawaharlal, 

bis letter to Lord Wavell, 183-84; 
Interim Government with— as its 
head, 42 

Nehru, Rameshwaii, 79 
Nepotism, 84 
News service, 157 
Nijalingappa, S., 299-300, 372-75 
Nishtar, Sardar Abdur Rab, 164 
Noakhali, 182; wone than "Calcutta 
Killing”, 184 
Noakhali Day, 169 
No-confidence motion, against Sind 
Ministry, 97, 118 
Non-violence, 152 
N\VFP, 106, 107 

ORDINANCE, 91 

Orissa, Broadcasting Station in, 149 


PAKISTAN, 33, 82, 103, 104, 105, 
106, 138, 168, I9I 
Pant, C B., 312-13. 324, 343 
Parliamentary Boards, 194 
Parsi Rustomji, 150 
Patel, Dahyabhai, 63 
Patel, Sardar Vallabhbhai, (passmt). 
admits the situation is fuH of 
difficulues. 154; advises Hare- 
krushna Mahtab to direct peasants’ 
agitation in proper channels, 150; 
agrees with Jaliamdas Doulatram, 
140; approvrs of taking m 
Assamese Cabinet wme tnbal 

memben. 197; ^f**^”* 

Go«rement does not discriimnate 

between Harijans & Chrisuans, 
53-54; asserts Congress warjts to 
ntttic Kashmir question consti- 
tuiionally & peacefully, 41; 
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asserts Governor has no right to 
provide for representation to non- 
Congrss persons, 31-32; complains 
Andhra Congress ignored Cent- 
re’s advise & decided to have their 
own man as premier, 26; condemns 
Scott’s report attempting to put 
Muslim League in power, 174; 
directs Gill not to be so lavish in 
spending for relief operations, 
192 ; directs Sri Krishna Sinha 
to guard against Muslim League’s 
activities, 174-75; dissuades Saojee 
from fasting, 158; docs not like 
Assam Minisir>^ to oficr any share 
to Muslim League, 197; draw^ 
attention of the Viceroy to com- 
munal disturbances in East Bengal 
& Bihar, 172; his iron leadership, 
157; maintains Madras Congress 
Assembly party has deliberately 
disregarded Congress advice, 25; 
maintains success in Sind depends 
upon Congress ability to win 
elections, 126; on. Muslim League 
position in provincial ministries, 
140-41 ; suggests to Lord Wavcll 
special powers would be necessary 
to government, 90; writes a frank 
letter to Sir Stafford Gripps, 181- 
82; writes to Lord Wavell regard- 
ing Bihar disturbances, 175-76 
Patil, S. K., 63, 66 
Pattabhi, Dr., 17, 33, 34 
Patwardhan, Achyut, 68 
Phaltan, its Raja’s circular, 348-51 
Political prisoners, 151, 157 
Population, its transfer, 174 
Postal & Telegraph strike. 111, 113, 
146, 153, 156 
Power politics, 152 
Prakasam, T., 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 14, 18, 
24„ 27, 30, 39, 56 


Provincial autonomy, 105, 108, 183, 
184 

Punjab Ministr>% 04 
Punjab Muddle, 73-79 
PurushoUamdas Tricumdas, 205 


“QUIT INDIA” movement, 152 


RAIL\VAY EMPLOYEES, 64 
Railwaymen’s Federation, 68; passed 
a resolution on strike, 64 
Rajaji, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 17, 24, 38, 
210, 248-49; alone can restore old 
moral position in Madras, 37 ; 
has been rc-installcd in Congress 
Working Committee, 37 
Rajendra Babu, 39, 164 
Ramaswami Aiyar, 365-68 
Ranga, N. G., 233-34, 236-241 ; seeks 
Sardar Patel’s co-operation, 33-34 
Rao, A. Kaleswara, 21, 25, 27 
Rashdi, Pir All Mahomed, 119 
Rashtriya Gimi Kamagar Sangh, 
Bombay, 66 
Rashtriya Sangh, 86 
Raza, Collector & Secretary of Sind 
Delegation to Constituent Assem- 
bly, 112, 113 
Reddi, B. Gopala, 4, 24 
Reddy, Sir G. R., 40 
RIN, Commission appointed to en- 
quire into recent disturbances in 
205-06 

Rohtak disturbances, 86, 89 
Roy, Dr. B. G., 179, 200 
Royists, 64 

SAGHAR, BHIM SEN, 73, 76-79, 
84-85 

Sarapumanand, 325-26 



